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PREFACE. 


XHUAN0S  was  a  President  of  the 
Parliament  of  Parish  and  a  confidentiaf 
ifiiriislet'  to  two  Kings'  of  France,  Henry 
III.  and  Henry  TV.  surnamed  the  Great; 
but  h^  b  chiefly  known  to  posterity,  as 
the  Author  of  a  history  of  his  own  timest 
from  die  year  1546  to  l6o8.  The  foUow- 
,  irfg' testimonies  will  serve  to  she^  the  re- 
puted merit  of  this  work,  which  is  written 
in  Latin,  a  language  general  among 
scholars,  and  particularly  used  before  the 
modern  languages  were  as  fixed  as  they 
now  afe.  So  prevalent  was  it,  at  a  certain 
period  afterthe  revival  of  leariung,  that  the 
Latin  appellations  are  often  more  fsuiuliar 
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to  our  cars  than  those  of  the  vernacular 
tongue;  for  instance,  Thuanus  is  mor^ 
common  than  De  Thou,  Grotius  than  De 
Groot. 

Extract  of  a  letter  written  in  French 
by  King  James  I.  of  England  to  Thnanuft 

"  "With  respect  to  your  book,  we  have 
not  as  yet  had  leisure  to  read  more  than 
half  of  it,  and  that  cursorily  ;  but  we  hrfve' 
nevertheless  plainly  discovered  the  ability 
of  the  author,  and  have  received  much 
delight  froni  the  perusal,  as  well  on  ac- 
coiini  of  tie  style  as  the  matter.  ■  We  are  . 
particularly  gratified  in  observing,  that, 
conformably  to  the  advice  you  give 
others,  partiality,  ihe  too  coromdn  bane  of 
history,  is  banished  from  your  wdrkl 
What  we  have  seen  encreases  our  deSire 
to  have  the  seqOel  of  so  admirable  a  com- 
positiort  ;  and  we  entreat  and  req.uire  you 
to  gratify,  in  this  respect,  the  eager  curi- 
osity of  your  friends.  Be  assured,  M.- 
President,  no  one  will  be  more  desirous  to" 
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Acknowledge  and  faoncN:  your  merit  and 
■virtue  than 

Tour  affectionate  friend, 

James  Ri 
Dated  Westminster,  March  4,  1803. 

Fnun  Gramond's  History  of"  France,' 
folio,  p.  lOo,  ie-43:  " 

"  In  the  year  1617  died  the  President 
ThnatJUs,  a  man'  of  illustrious  family,  of 
rare  learning  and  experience  in  public  af- 
feirs.  -  Thd  history  which  he  composed  is 
an  ample  record  of  his  early  predilection 
for  the  UbeM)  arts  and  sciences,  and  his 
affectiai  to  learhed  men,  united  -mth  the 
most  ai<dent  patriotism.  Foreign  nations 
have  received  this  work  with  thanks  and 
pciofuise  applause  :  but  he  needs  not  their 
-  praisi^  for  his  Kfe  and  writings  are  the 
heralds  of  his  &me.  'Vbe  Latin  of  Tim- 
anus  is  pure  and  terse,  his  style  oasy,  but 
Sometitaies  too  ditfase;  for  he  seems  to 
have  aimed  at  that  mode  of  writing  in 
which  nothing  is  omitted,  and  which  i 
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quent  style  pleases  some  reader*. 

'■  While  ^sa  good  sU(testnan«lie  defended 
the  righta  of  the  French  Church,  and  the 
prero^tivjs  of  the  French  Kings,,  bfi  in-i 
currcd  suspicion  aft  Rome  ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tai|i  be,  wa^  agogd  Catholic,  9nd  ^iAt  the 
suspicion  was  unjust  and  fals?.^ 

Mezeraj,  History  of  France,  torn.  3^ 
p.  282,  folio,  16&1. 

"The  immortali works  of  Thuanus,  id 
4e%nce  of  envy  andi  bad  Frenchmen,  will 
tf^tify  to  all  posterity  the  author's  uncom- 
mon leamiogf  wondeiiul  smccrity  and 
candor,  his  piety  without  a^ectation,  bis 
dii>interi:Eited,iiitegrIty,  and^above  all,  tb« 
welVgroonded:  zeal  which  actuated  luni 
for  the  grandeur  and  prosperity  of  t^ 
state.'-         ■ 

M.  Sore!,  BiUiotheque  Fran^oise,  1.6,07. 

"  The  history  of  the  President  Thmnus 
deserves  an  bonoyahle  pbce.     The  author 
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^ifes  thb  etilogium  of  the  cdebniteti 
cbanieters  of  the  age ;  and  omits  no  fact  of 
hotc.  He  h^  spoten  of  the  PopCy  of  the 
mdnks,  And  of  the  league*  precisely  as  t 
loyal  iubjeet  of  his  King  ought  to  Apeak." 

Jugemens  des  S^a^'^ns,  by  Balllet,  vol. 
I,  p.  337,  1725^ 

"  Not  only  Frenchmen,  but  foreigners 
also,  judge  Thuaniis  to  be  superior  to  all 
modem  historians,  and  equal  to  the  an- 
ckntS,  in  the  dignity  and  arrangement  of 
bis  subject,  and  in  the  choice  of  a  styl^ 
suited  to  the  majesty  of  history." 

Ibid.  Toi.  2,  p.  250. 

'*  Thuanus  is  distinguished  from  most  of 
the  writers  of  his  age,  by  a  spirit  of 
geiiuinie  '  fi^edofn,  which  enabled  him, 
with  equd  wisdom,  to  avoid  the  extremes 
into  which  zealous  Catholics  on  one  side, 
and^  most  Protestant  writers  oh  the  other, 
have  fallen.  This  circumstance  gives  him 
a.  peculiar  advantage  over  the  three  ce- 
lebrated Cardinals,  Barooius,  Belkrnun, 
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ind  Dil  Perron  ;  since,  being  exempt 
from  their  prejudices  and.  interests,  he; 
suffers  neither  fear  npr  hope,  nor  any  othec 
passion,  to  bias  his  pen  or'  his  Judgtneiitt 
It  must  be  confessed  he  mjikes  too  feyor- 
able  mention  of  a  crowd  of  writers  who 
have  not  passed"  mediocrity ;  yet  these 
short  biographical  sketches  at  the  end  of 
each  year,  form  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing parts  of  the  work." 

Our  Historian  was  considered  hostile 
to  the  Jesuits,  and  a  favourer  of  the  Vto~ 
testants  ;  yet  Papirius  Masso,  who  was  a 
Jesuit,  says  that,  "  to  blame  his  history 
for  its  freedom,  is  the  same  thing  as  to  re- 
ject wine  on  account  of  its  strength ;"  and 
the  tontinuator  of  Baronius,  La  Spondcj . 
terms  it  ".  the  great  history  of  a  great 
man."        ' 

M.  Perrault,  ^  after  saying  thaf  Thu- 
anuS  united  yihis  own  person  all  the  good 

*  Lives  of  IlhTslrious  Persons,   torn.  1,  p,  41.  fol. 
16y6. 
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qualitie^'of  his  ancestors,  "  a  good  heart, 
a  love  of  justice,  and  all  that  is  requisite 
for  forming  a  complete  character  in  the 
points  of  probity,  courage,  wisdom,  and 
science  ;"  praises  his  history  for  its  "  un- 
exampled accuracy  and  fidelity.  This 
noble  and  generous  boldness,"  he  adds, 
"  gained  him  the  praise  of  all  the  great 
men  of  his  time,  particularly  of  Fapirius 
Masso ;  and  his  writings  would  perhaps 
be  superior  to  many  left  by  t.atin  au- 
thors, had  he  not  too  much  attempted  to 
imitate  their  language,  and,  thus  dis- 
figured in  a  strange  manner  the  names  of 
persons  and  places  '* 

M.  do  Vigneul  Marville  •  nptices  the 
same  defect,  but  praises  Thuanus  for  a 
purity  and  eloquence  of  style.  These  are 
also  his  words  :  "  Cannot  France  boast  of 
possessing  a  J avy  in  this  author  i  The  in- 
trigues of  the  cabinet  we^e  no  mystery 
to  him ;    hq  thoroughly   knew  the  in- 

*  Melanges  de  LUteraturc  and  d'^ut^rc,  torn,  ^j 
p.  313,  1735. 
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^rests ,  of  thp  different  princes  ip  ^FQite^ 
and  tbeir  schetnes  in  negoci^tii^.  He 
is  always  accurate  and  jwdici9\iSj.  and, 
what  i§  still  mqre  necessary  in  ^his^Pfi^f 
devqid  of  prejudice  and  paasioo-" 

M.  Le  Gendre  (History  of  francse,  torn, 
1,  p.  56),  thinks  the  history  i^  ^uf^tion 
too  proliii: ;  but  bestows  abundant  coniT 
inendation  upon  it,  similar  to  yfhat  has 
been  already  adduced. 

The  Abbe  du  Fres^ioy*  expresses  his 
surprize,  "  that  a  thousand  insignificant 
bpoks  should  have  found  editprs  ^nd  prinr 
ters,  and  that  no  person  should  yet  have 
thought  of  giving  a  good  edition  of  the 
(lifitQry  qf  Xhuanus,  a  work  so  useful  and 
^en  necessary,  and  which  is  certainly 
much  more  valuable  than  the  body  of 
Italian  Antiquities  published  by  Cfrevius 
in  forty,  folio  volumes.  "■[■ 


*  Methode  pour  etudier  I'Histoire,  toip,  4.  p.  $8^ 

t  Most  of  the  above  extracts  are  collected  tq  tfie 
7th  vol.   of  Buckley's  edition  of  Thuanus,  to  which 
3 
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Tbif  e(4iectioQ  af  testimonies  in  Javor 
Af  Ttw4nu8  might  be  much  extended; 
1)1]  t  it  will  be  stti£cici)t  for  the  present  pur- 
pose to  add  the  fbllowing.  in  which  some 
nunflfi  of  great  authonty  in  our  own 
country  bear  part, 

ITie  learned  Niceron,  in  his  Memoirs  of 
JUiistrious  Persons,  ha#  compiled  an  am- 
ple and  judicious  account  of  this  author 
and  his  writings.  He  passes  a  general 
encomium  upon  the  merit  of  his  history ; 
and  particularly  commends  the  Prefiice, 
as  a  m^tcr-piece  of  its  kind,  with  which, 
)iesay8,onJytwootbersimil^  compositions 
deserve  to  be  placed  on  a  level,  the  Dedi- 
cation of  Calvin's  Institute  to  Francis  the 
rirst,  and  of  Casaubon's  Polybius  to  Henry 
(he  Fourth,   '{bis  passage  q£  Niceron  pro- 

ihe  reader,  who  wishes  fur  farihcr  deuils  on  the  gubr 
ject,  is  rrffired' ;  and  also  to  the  History  of  the  Royal 
AcaddSy^f  InscriplionK,  vol.  13,  p.  6(^1,  and  vol. 
4.3>  p.  508 ;  to  hti  JugemcDE  das  S^avans  by  Baill«l^ 
vol.  ),  p.  113;  «,B4i  4,  166  j  5,  131  J  S,  137  i  toi 
Mprcri's  Dictionary,  Article  De  Thou ;  and  to  Nti 
Gcron't Mepioira  of  llluftrious Persons,  vol.  0>  p.  SOQ. 
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bably  »u|^estcd  to  Dr.  Wartoii  a  remark 
to  the  same  purpose,  which  occurs  in  his 
Essay  on  the  Genius  of  Pope. 

M.  Dacier  in  the  Preface  to  his  transr 
Vtion  of  Fhitarcb,  uses  these  expressions 
respecting  Thuanus  ;  V  This  great  his* 
torian  sustains  the  honor  of  France,  in 
that  hfanc  h  of  literature,  in  competition 
with  the  writers  of  Greece  and  Rome. 
His  works  are  as  remarkable  for  depth  an4 
energy  of  thought,  as  for  sincerity  and 
truth." 

.  Voltaire  *  places  Thuanus  in  the  same 
rank'  with  Guicciardini  and  Home,  and 
calls  him  "  an  historian  distinguished  for 
eloquence  and  veracity." 

The  next  encomium  is  a  translation 
from  a  copious  critique,  written  in  Latin 
by  the  celebrated  Lord  Carteret.  "  Thur. ' 
anus  desen  es  to  be  ranged ,  among  his- 
torians of  the  first  eminence,  on  accoimt 
of  the  copiousness  and  dignity  of  his  sub- 

*  5ee  Inde}(  to  bis  "  Mreurs," 
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j«ct  :  and  be  has  illustrated  it  with  singu- 
lar propriety  of  style.  No  writer  ever 
o;f^i£d  a  more  splendid  tribute  to  the 
honor  of  his  country.  He  was  a  stre- 
nuous defender  of  the  constitutional  right*) 
of:  the  French  nation,  and  supplied  hi? 
countrymen  with  most  powerful  argu- 
ments in  their  support.  He  has  placed  in 
thf  clearest  light  the  rights  of  the  House 
of  Bourbon. 

"  The  work  taken  altogether  is  long  ; 
hut  its  diffiirent  parts,  considered  sepa- 
rately, will  not  be  found  so.  He  takes  his 
rpsder  th^  circuit  of  the  globe,  always  af- 
fords dplight,  and  generally  instruction  of 
the  most  useful  kind.  The  merit  of  the 
history  chiefly  consists  in  what  relates  to 
the  courts  of  Rome,  France,  and  Spain: 
and  here  he  may  justly  be  deemed  an  origi- 
nal source  of  information.  The  relations 
of  different  courts  with  that  of  France  he 
has  collected  with  diligence ;  and  thet 
varieity  of  matter  continually  captivates  . 
the  reader. 
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"  In  this  extensive  work  vaHoos  ha-* 
tones,  distinct  from  the  general  heads,  ar* 
comprized.  The  progress  of  literattire  i* 
beautifully  interworen  in  thik  harration 
with  wonderful  address  and  lafaoi' :  and 
splendid  encomiums  are  bestowed  an 
more  than  four  hundred  of  the  author's^ 
contemporaries,  who  guned  celebritylvf 
tfieir  writings  in  different  parts  of  the 
world. 

"  The  mildness  of  his  eensures  convey  a 
favoioablc  impr^siorl  of  his  cfispostfion  : 
but  upon  merit,  wherever  it  is  found,  he 
bestows  just  and  impartial  praise,  without 
j^ard  hj  nirtiwn  or  religion.  On  this  ac- 
count the  Court)  of  Kome  persecuted  hiin 
with  implacable  hatred* 

"  TBe  eonstroction  of  tiie  whole  compQ* 
sitioii  deserves  the  highest  commendation. 
It.contains'  matter,  so  abundant  and  so' 
various,  thatfrom;thi8  single  work,  might 
be  Ibi^med  several  distinct  histories,  brief' 
yet  oompkte,.  full  of  .important-  and- •" 
curious  information,  and  whjx^  most-  -T^- 
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4^S  *:^ui4  Fecdivq  with  avidity.  Bat  col-, 
lept^  *A  4ie/«ow4re)  in  vne  ma»,  a« 
p^afiy.  fq]lo.  vgtmses,  cooaposod  in  letiii-« 
^;94.CQQaflru4ng  tb9««eot«  of  onljc  tixlty 
^ears,  4p^  raany  fnMaa:die  pezituBL 

"  Tl^e  edkioif  Mtt.  "BocUey.  ia  preparing 
fartl^  prq«3>  will  r^vct  honor  on  tiie  £a» 
gli^i  i^ipim  by  4secrtiDgthe  due  luatreand 
^^li^  of  one  of  the  best  bi^rians,  and 
mpst  upisght  chamfnon^  of  freedom,  tbe 
^orl4<  ov«r  saw;/' 

Pr.  Knosi,  E^say  59  :  "Th*  biatDtyof 
Tl^u^fluseKpit^  a  ^^tsbar&  of  respect 
iipimediately  on  entering  on:  the  pierus^  of 
if,.,  The-sofepin.  declaration,  in.  wbicb  be 
Cfiji^/  Gpfl;  and  niAii-  to  witnesst  that  bq 
'ft^qt/B;  bi>  I^i9t9ry  fflp  the;  glory  of  God* 
A^d  jtbe!gopd.of  ipMikind,.  ^tfaout  rescttt*- 
Ofj^  or  paftj^^lty ;  the;  strong  and!  k|>c3m 
H^ij^ic^^^^ti^^^^  tnitb.  ia  bis  oniir 
^idft  WAnnly  interest  the  reader  in  bis 
^V9r„  ^opemhis^mindfor  a  teceptioa 

■>!»■  miiWM  ■*■■*■.■      -- 
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of  all  that  folloM^s.  The  very  serious- 
prayer  which  closes  thfe  first  boOk,  dis- 
plays a  venerable  appearance  of  sincerity 
and  dignity  j  and  there  ife  every  reason  to' 
believe,  that  it  pi<oceeded  froni  a  mind- 
sincerely  ^jHOtis,  and  firmly  revived  to 
propagafte  the  truth  and  the  truth  only, 
as  far  as  human  sagacity  tari  develope  it.". 
Dr^  Knox  proteeHs  thus,  '*  If  TTiuanus' 
does  not  equaly  he  approaches  in  the  ex- 
cellence of  his  style,  in  dignity  and  in  cffJ 
piousness,  the  best  modek  of  antiquity. 
One  crrcumstafice  has  contributed  to  di- 
Boihish  the  graces  of  his  style  ;  which  be 
could  not  well  avoid.  Modern  rianres  of 
placts  and  persons  must  abound  in  a  vyorfc 
of  this  kind ;  but  int)dern  names  have  iri  . 
general  a  barbarous  sound  in  a  work  writ- 
ten in  Latin.  Thiiarius  did  right  in  la-* 
tinizing  thefli,  but  he  has  taken  too  great 
liberties.  He  has  totally  disguised  them- 
Who  but  an  (Edipus- could. discern -that 
Quadrigarius  was  ..  the.  Ladn  name  «f 
.  Chartier,    or.  Interaninas  .-of  ^Hntra^es. 
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Desmarcts  is  translated  Puludama  ;  Du- 
bois, Sylvius,  &c.  This  defect  has  been 
in  a  great  measure  remedied  by  the  dili- 
gence of  the  last  editor  (Buckley),  who 
has  supplied  to  each  page  the  modem  ap- 
pellations." .  -  . 
Dr.  *  Johnson  seriously  entertained 
thoughts  of  translating  Thuanus,  and  thus 
sufficiently -evinced  the  opinion  he  had  of 
his  excellence.  And  Mr.  Pitt,  f  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  bestowed  upon  our 
author,  a  tribute  of  no  light  commen- 
dation. 

Since  the  French  historian  of  his  own 
times  has  been  thus  highly  estimated  in 
the  opinion  of  competent  and  impartial 
judges,  his  life  and  writings  appear  to  be 
just  objects  of  literary  curiosity. 

The  great  work  of  Thuanus  has  yet  a 
higher  claim  to  attention;  It  records  a 
series  of  events,  unparalleled  in  the  history 


*  See  Boswell's  Life,  vol.  3,  p.  691. 
t  Pill's  Speeches,  vol.  S,  p.  94. 


:.bv  Google 


%x  PRtFACfi- 

of  the  Christian  Church,  anrf  more  tmpdf^ 
tantto  the  political  state  of  Eurbpe,  tfian 
any  that  have  occoired  in  mociem  tinlesi 
except  OTily  those  o/a  very  reteht  dai!e» 
It  is  iro  small  advantage  to  hate  this  nlo- 
mentous  period  treated  by  an  historian^ 
who  was  not  only  an  eye-witiiess,  bat  ac- 
tively and  honorably  engaged  in  the  pas- 
ang  scenes ;  and  whose  chafaeter  is  sO' 
well  established- in  the  essential  points  o^ 
fidelity  and  judgment. 
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T  H  U  A  N  U  S. 


.  J.  HE  chief  materials  of  the  subsequent 
life;  and-  the  passages  with  inTcrted 
commas  in  particular,  are  taken  from 
the  Latin  Memoirs  of  Thuanus;  wfao, 
under  the  character  of  a  third  person, 
speaks  of  himself  without  unbecoming 
^otism.  This  work  was  first  published 
a£iter  the  author's  decease,  with  some 
immaterial  additions,  by  his  friends  and 
executors,  Rigaltius  and  Du  Pay. 

James  Augustus  ThuAnus,  or  Dk 
Thou,  was  bom  at  Paris,  October  oth» 
1553.  His  ancestors,  two  hundred  years 
before,  possessed  a  domain  near  Orleans, 
in  the  rdgn  of  Ptnlip  de  Yalois. 
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At  a  subsequent  period  his  family 
removing  to  Paris,  rose  to  distinction  in 
the  law;  and  his  grandfather  and  &ther 
successively  filled  the  office  of  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  Parliament,*  which  is  the 
highest  dignity  in  that  profession. 

His  father,  Christopher,  had  by  his 
wife,  Jacqueline -TuUeau,  four  daughters, 
and  two  other  sons,  John  and  Christopher. 

The  subject  of  these  memoirs,  who 
-was  the  youngest  son,  passed  his  child- 
hood with  very  delicate  and  precarious 
health;  and,  on  this  account,  the  business 
of  education  was  in  part  neglected,  and 
at  all  times  conducted-  with  indulgence. 
Yet  he  gave  proofs  of  much  facihty  in 
learning;  and,  instead  of  the  common 
sports  of  his  age,  amused  himself  with 
copying  with  a  pen  Albert  Durer's 
engravings.  By  tfie  same  practice  he 
learned  to  write  before  he  could  read. 


•  The  parliament  of  Paris  was  then  the  supreme 
court  of  judicature  in  France. 
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At  the  age  of  tea  he  was  sent  to  the 
Bui^ndian  Collie,  in  the  univeruty  of 
Paris  :  but  a  violent  fever  occasioned  him 
to  be  carried  home's^ain  within  the  year. 
So  little  hope  was  entertained  of  his  reco- 
very, that  his  bed  was  removed  from  the 
anti-room  of  his  lather's  chamber,  that  be 
might  not  die  there.  During  his  illness, 
Grabrielle,  a  lady  of  the  illustrious  &mily 
of  Mareuil,  attended  him  with  the  most 
tender  solicitude.  "  Being  desired  not  to 
fatigue  herself  in  a  case  which  had  been 
pronounced  desperate,  she  said  that  she 
had  conceived  more  &vorable  hopes,  and 
thought  also  that  her  chaige  gave  signs 
of  an  excellent  disposition,  which  would 
one  day  repay  the  care  of  his  friends." 

Seven  months  passed  before  he  returned 
to-  school ;  and  his  health  was  probably 
still  unsettled,  as  it  is  mentioned  that 
four  of  his  tutors  were  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. In  the  account  of  his  boyish  years, 
that  pbserv'ant.  turn  of  mind,  solid  judg- 
ment, frankness  and  sensibility  of  temper, 
9  2 
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wfaich  fonned  the  di^inguishing  features 
of  his  character,  already  dispiaj  them- 
selves. 

At  this  early  poiod  he  "  remarked  th« 
error  of  parents,  who,  baling  delivered 
their  children  into  the  hands  of  instructors, 
think  farther  superintending  care  unne- 
cessary :  thot^  greater  wisdom  would 
be  shewn  in  appointing  trusty  attendants, 
■Vi  ho  might  {»%vent  them  from  wasting 
time,  and  from  acquiring  improper  and 
immoral  habits.  From  the  consideration 
of  what  he  then  experienced,  he  learned 
to  be  more  attentive  in  the  education  of 
his  own  children.  But  excessive  appli- 
cation, at  a  premature  age,  he  ever  dis- 
approved, and  wondered,  in  this  respect, 
at  the  conduct  of  so  great  a  man  as 
Quintilian,  whose  son,  a  youth  of  great 
promise,  fdl  a  victim  to  intense  study. 
To  this  event  posterity  is  indebted  for 
that  admirable  specimen  of  eloquence  at 
the  beginnii^  o(  the  sixth  boot  of  his 
Institutes, 
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**  Thnanus  possessed  greater  love  of 
learnuig  than  strength  of  genius  or  me- 
mory; and  profited  more  by  cultivating 
the  society  of  eminent  men,  than  by  any 
application  of  his  own>  the  fatigue  of 
v^hidi  his  osnstitution  could  not  bear. 
He  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  liberty, 
particulariy  in  his  studies;  and  being  left, 
as  it  were,  to  the  guidance  of  his  own 
discretion,  marked  out  a  plan  of  conduct 
for  Mmself.  It  was  his  earnest  desire  to 
be  admitted  to  the  company  of  celebrated 
literary  characters  ;  and  having  seen  Tur- 
nebus  *  a  little  before  his  death,  the  im- 
poession  made  upon  his  imagination  was 
so  lively,  that  the  image  of  this  great 
man  appeared  continually  in  his  dreams." 

After  a  residence  of  five  years  in  the 
same  collie,  be  attended  the  lectures  of 
Diooysius  I/ambinus  in   polite  learning. 


*  A-  Bian  of  coniununate  etudition,  aud  equal 
modesty.  See  Moniaigne  Eway  on  Pedants,  to 
whom  he  brings  Turnebui  u  a  contrasu 
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and  the  royal  professor  of  Greek,  Pel- 
lerin.  By  a  talent  for  poetry  he  ingra- 
tiated himself  with  the  noted  Ronsard. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to 
Orleans  to  study  the  civil  law;  but  had 
scarcely  remained  there  a  year,  when  the 
feme  of  Cujacius*  drew  him  into  Dau- 
phiny ;  and  in  his  way  he  spent  some 
months  at  Bourges,  with  the  celebrated 
civilian,  Hotman.    . 

While  in  Bauphiny,  he  commenced  a 
friendship  with  Joseph  Scaliger,  which 
continued  unabated  during  thirty-eight 
years.  "  This  friendship  is  the  pride  and 
pleasure  of  his  life ;  and  all  the  calumnies, 
inconvenience,  and  danger,  which  it  has 
occasioned  him,  are  in  his  mind  amply 
balanced  by  the  bare  recollection  of  an 

*  The  learned  and  amiable  Cujacius  obtained  the 
title  of  father  of  his  scholars.  When  bis  opinion 
was  asked  upon  religious  questions,  then  agi- 
tated with  warmth,  he  used  to  say.  Nil  koc  ad 
edictum  pratoris — "This  is  not  a  lawyer's  bu- 
siness." 
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intercourse  so  ^reeable.  And  this  is  all 
the  reply  he  desires  to  make  to  the 
virulence  of  his  malicious  accusers.  He 
can,  indeed,  solemnly  affirm  that  he  never 
heard  tlus  great  man  dispute  on  the  con- 
troverted points  of  religion ;  and  he  is 
well  assured  that  he  never  did  discuss 
them  hilt  upon  provocation,  and  then 
unwillingly.  What !  independently  of 
religious  opinions,  were  there  not  in 
Scaliger  the  most  transcendant  attain- 
ments of  human  erudition,  from  which 
those  who  associated  with  him  might 
justly  hope  to  profit?  And  did  not  the 
singular  endowments  bestowed  upon  him 
by  heaven  claim  the  veneration  and 
esteem  of  all  worthy  men  ?  Alas !  Reli- 
gion, which  forinerly  rested  on  the  pillars 
of  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  is  now 
thought  to  need  the  aid  of  faction,  and 
the  intrigues  of  human  subtlety.  Man, 
presumptuous  man,  attributing  too  much 
to  his  own  powers,. derogates  in  the  same 
proportion  from  that  over-ruling  provi- 
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dence  which  directs  and  governs  all 
things.  Hence  God's  indigoatien  is 
abroad :  be  has  sudered  us  to  be  bUnded 
by  our  pasaons ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  corruption,  spreading  like  a  gan- 
grene, may  be  permitted  to  devour  his 
primitive  establishment,  and  that  while 
the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  sought  in  one 
place  and  another,  only  a  scanty  rem- 
nant may  escape  to  serve  him  in  the  spirit 
of  unity,  truth,  and  moderation. 

"  Many  persons  have  heard  Thuanus, 
and  bis  admirable  friend,  Nicholas  le 
Fevre,*  conversing  together,  after  this 
manner,  concerning  the  degenerate  state 
of  Christianity ;  confirming  each  other  in 
their  obligations  of  duty,  and  in  the 
resolution  of  dying,  upon  extremity,  like 
brave  soldiers,  at  their  post,  r^ardless 
of  affliction,  hatred,  and  obloquy,  which 


*  A  critic  and  icholar,  of  great  mildness  and  piety. 
He  was  preceptor  to  the  Prince  of  Cond^,  and  to 
Lewis  XUI.  son  of  Henry  IV. 
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BK  tiiaU  allotted  to  the  best  iden»  atid 
should  be  CfHisidered,  indeed,  u  tfntiTiM>- 
Bies  of  divine  &Tor." 

The  following  year  hii  father,  "  per- 
haps foreboding  some  melancholy  event," 
recalled  hioo  to  Paris;  which  city»  at 
that  time,  resounded  with  preparatiDns 
ibr  the  nuptials  of  the  young  king  of 
Navane,  with  Margaret  of  Vaiois,  uster 
to  Charles  IX.  King  of  France,  lliuanus, 
with  some  difficulty,  gained  admisuon  to 
the  ceremony,  and  took  particular  notice 
of  the  cekbiated  Col^ni,  chief  of  the 
Frotestant  party,  and  who,  not  many 
dajfi  after,  was  wounded  by  a  concealed 
ftssasun.  ThU  occurrence  first  int^- 
rupted  the  public  tranquillity;  and  on  the 
Q4th  of  Almost,  six  days  after  the  nuptial% 
ensued  the  dreadful  massacre  of  St.  Bar- 
th<domcw.  Of  this  transaction,  Thuanus 
expresses  his  decided  detestati«m,  and 
defends  his  opinion  against  the  prevailing 
arguments  <^  the  time,  by  the  example 
of.  his  father,  an  acknowledged  Catholic, 
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whom  he  considers  an  unexceptionable 
guide  in  all  political  and  religious  con- 
cerns, and  who  applied  to  that  day  these 
verses  of  Statius  : 

Excidat  ilia  dies  aevo,  nee  poslera  credant 
Siecula;  nos  certi  taceamus,  et  obruta  muIUL 
Nocte  tegi  noelrc  patiamur  crimina  gentis. 

May  that  foul  day  be  blotted  in  time's  flight. 
And  buried  in  ih'  obHvioug  gloom  of  nigfat : 
We  wilt  at  least  forbear  the  deed  to  name. 
Nor  let  posterity  believe  our  shame. 

As  he  went  to  mass,  for  the  festiyal 
of  St.  Bartholomew  took  place  that  year 
on  a  Sunday,  he  was  forced  to  behold 
some  of  the  mangled  bodies,  and  "  to 
suppress  his  tears,  which  even  the 
slaughter  of  beasts  would  have  excited 
in  one  of  his  tender  disposition,"  he  re- 
tired from  the  tumult  to  a  bouse  of  his 
brother  Christopher's,  near  Montmartre, 
from .  which  place  the  body  of  Coligni, 
suspended  on  a  gibbet,  was  discernible. 
"  Having  lately  seen  that  victorious  ge- 
neral crowned  with  honor  and  triumph. 


:.bv  Google 


Mt  19]  THUANUS.  11 

he  was  induced  to  reflect  on  ihe  vicissi- 
tudes of  life,  and  silently  to  adore  the 
wonderful  judgments  of  God,  which 
continually  remind  man  of  his  frail  and 
perifihable  state." 

At  the  age  of  twenty,  Thuanus  went 
to  reside  at  Paris,  with  his "  uhcle  Ni- 
cholas, Bishop  of  Chartres,  and  continued 
fourteen  years  under  his  roof.  He  resided 
in  the  cloister  of  the  cathedral  of  Notre 
Dame,  and  was  appointed  to  a  canonry 
in  that  church,  which  his  uncle,  upon 
taking  the  bishopric,  had  resigned.  As 
it  was  intended  that  he  shouM  pursue  the 
ecclesiastical  profession,  and  succeed  his 
uncle  in  the  bishopric,  he  applied  himself 
assiduously  to  the  study  of  the  canon  law, 
and  of  the  Greek  language.  At  that 
time  he  began  to  collect  his  library, 
afterwards  so  distinguished  for  extent  and 
value;  and  we  shall  soon  observe  that 
he  had  already  formed  the  design  of 
his  great  historical  work.  Of  such  ex- 
cellence and  magnitude  were  the  plans 
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which  occupied  Thuanus,  at  a  period  of 
Kfe  generally  devoted,  without  censure, 
to  pursuits  of  little  moment:  and  we 
know  not  which  most  to  admire,  that 
early  ripeness  of  intellect,  which  could» 
by  its  own  unassisted  vigor,  concdve 
them,  or  the  c6nsistent  steadiness  of 
character  that  persevered  in  bringing 
them  to  completion. 

An  ardent  wish  to  see  the  classical 
land  <^  Italy  procured  him  another 
honorable  engagement.  He  obtained 
admisuon  into  the  suit  of  Paul  de  Foix, 
who  was  preparing  to  set  out  on  an 
embassy  from  Charles  IX.  to  the  Pope, 
and  other  Italian  princes.  De  Foix  was 
a  learned  and  accomplished  nobleman; 
and  his  character  is  thus  summed  up, 
•'  Wherever  he  went  be  gave  universal 
satisfaction,  but  Thuanus  could  never 
satisfy  himself  in  praising  him,  always 
leaving  something  unsaid." 

The  account  of  his  domestic  studies  is 
curious,  as  it  contains  many  tilings  very 
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oppoKte  to  modem  mamicn.  Regular 
lectures,  at  di^erent  times  of  the  day, 
■vnxe  read  to  his  household  in  phyrics, 
law,  and'  polite  learning ;  and  Dc  Foix 
himself  sometimes  expounded  these  sub- 
jects. He  joined  in  the  general  homage 
then  paid  to  Aristotle;  and  used  to  quote 
a  saying  of  one  of  his  admirers,  *'  that 
if  he  were  not  a  Christian,  he  would 
follow  Aristotle  in  all  tlui^."  And  ia 
the  course  of  his  embassy,  he  would  not 
admit  to  a  conference  some  student  who 
had  broached  hoetical  opinions  conoem- 
ii^  this  philosopher. 

The  celebrated  D'Ossat,  afterwards 
Cardinal,  made  one  of  the  suite,  who  is 
Sfud  to  have  united  the  greatest  probitjr 
with  themost  consummate  ^ill  in  politicB. 
"  In  their  morning  rides  he  used  to  give  De 
Foix  the  substance  of  Plato's  Dialt^ea^ 
and  because  he  was  fond  of  the  concise- 
ness of  the  Peripatetic  school,  reduced 
within  a  narrow  compass  the  florid  co- 
fuousness  c^those  beautiiiil  compoations." 
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The  following  are  the  most  memorabis 
occurrences  before  the  arrival  of  the  em- 
bassy at  Rome.  "  At  Mantua  they  were 
shewn  a  sleeping  Cupid,  carved  in 
marble  by  Michael  Angelo.  After  they 
had  gazed  on  it  for  some  time,  in  high 
admiration  of  the  workmanship,  another 
was  produced  irom  a  silken  bandage,  by 
some  ancient  artist  (as  he  is  represented 
in  the  Greek  epigrams),  so  e^squisitely 
finished,  that  it  quite  eclipsed  the  first, 
and  made  it  appear  nothing  but  an  inani- 
mate  block.  It  was  said,  Michael  Angelo 
had  the  greatness  of  mind  to  desire  diey 
might  always  be  exhibited  in  that 
manner." 

At  Venice,  Thuanus  took  care  to  be 
accommodated  in  the  only  lodging  then 
of  good  repute  in  that  vicious  and  dissi- 
pated city. 

At  Florence  they  were  introduced  to 
Cosmo,  once  the  most  illustrious  of  all 
the  Italian  princes  of  his  time,  but  then 
a  decrepid,  superannuated  invalid.  In  the 


:.'bv  Google 


JEtSl.l  THUANU9.  15 

library  at  this  town,  Thuanus  saw  a  large 
commentary  on  Aristotle,  never  pub- 
lished, entitled,  "The  Ocean;"  a  MS. 
Virgil,  in  capital  letters ;  and,  in  parti- 
cular, examined  the  famous  original 
Pandect,  taken  at  Constantinople.  "  Cu- 
jacius  had  in  vain  desired  to  borrow  this 
volume  for  a  year,  on  a  pledge  of  two 
thousand  gold  crowns.  He  declared 
that  of  all  his  wishes  for  the  promotion 
of  science,  this  alone  remained  ungrati- 
fied,  and  would  continue,  even  in  his 
dying  moments." 

At  Sienna,  Thuanus,  having  already 
conceived  the  design  of  his  history,  took 
an  accurate  survey  of  the  place,  me- 
morable for  the  long  si^e  it  sustained," 
in  the  year  1555. 

When  they  arrived  at  Rome,  Thuanus 
was  admitted,  with  the  rest  of  the  em- 
bassy, to  pay  the  usual  homage  of  kiss- 
ing the  Pope's  foot.  In  a  short  time  the 
jiews  of  the  king's  death  reached  them ; 
and  De  Foix  departed  for  the  Venetian 
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territories  to  pay  fais  respects  "to  tlienew 
king,  Henry  HI.  who  was  expected  dvere 
in  his  way  from  Poland. 

Dariag  their  resitlcnce  at  Rome,  tbe- 
foUowing  interesting  communication  was 
made  prirately,  and  in  the  presence  only 
of  Tfauantis,  by.  one  of  the  cardinals  to 
Dc  Foix,  who  had  a  vexatious  cause 
pending  in  the  ecclesiastical  court.  "  Our 
court,"  said  the  Cardinal  di  Santa  Croce, 
- "  is  disposed,  when  it  can  really  exercise 
severity  with  impunity,  to  oppress  fo- 
reigners, and  to  protract  the  causes  of 
men  of  rank  by  unnecessary  delays,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  our  name  reve- 
renced and  feared  abroad.  The  papal 
power  "flourishes  indeed  through  the 
prevalence  of  weakness  and  superstition ; 
and,  as  the  crafty  Florentine*  says,  is 
supported  by  those  acts  which  prove 
ruinous  to  other  empires.  When  the 
parties  discover    vigor  and  sjnrit,    this 
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severity  is  relaxed  cautiously,  and  with 
much  dissimulation.  For  instance,  the 
Cheralier  de  St.  Ooard  (who  I  am  in- 
formed is  now  your  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  Spain)  had  directions  from  the 
King  of  France  to  reclaim  one  of  his 
subjects,  who  had  been  unjustly  seized  by 
the  Holy  Office.  After  much  expostu- 
lation and  solicitation,  continued  from 
day  to  day»  he  at  length>  with  a  resolute 
air,  told  the  Pope  in  council,  that  he  had 
orders  from  the  king  his  master  to  depart, 
and  to  take  the  French  ambassador  with 
him,  unless  satisfaction  were  given ;  and, 
having  thus  said,  lefl  the  spot.  The 
Pope  •  was  much  enraged,  abused  him, 
afier  he  was  gone,  in  violent  terms,  and, 
tossing  about  his  arms,  cried  out  that 
the  papal  authority  would  be  extinct,  if 
thus  braved  with  impunity  by  a  boy. 
The  result,  however,  was,  that  the  gen- 
tleman in  question  was  shortly  released. 

*  Pius  IV. 
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Let  me  recommend  you.  Sir,  to  profit 
hy  this  example ;  and,  remembering  the 
advice,  to  foi^et  the  monitor." 

Perhaps  it  may  not  Appear  unworthy 
of  remark  in  this  place,  that,  in  the 
management  of  this  cuise  of  De  Foix, 
B'Ossat  first  displayed  his  abilities  for 
business,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
future  &me  and  success  in  li^. 

Thuanus,  after  paying  a  short  visit  t^ 
Jiis  brother  John«  Master  of  the  Requests, 
at  Lyons,  and  another  to  his  &ther,  re- 
turned to  Paris,  with  many  valuable 
purchases  of  books,  coUect«;d  in  hia  way 
trom  Rome ;  and  there  "  devoted  himself, 
for  four  years,  to  a  life  of  literary  appli- 
cation. He  made  stilj  greater  improve- 
ment  by  frequenting  the  society  of  emi- 
nent scholars,  ^mong  whom  were  the 
two  Pithous,  L'Oisel.  Houillier,  Du  Puy, 
and  particuktrly  that  excellent  man,  >li- 
cholas  le  Fevre." 

This  year  Thuanus  did  not  quit  his 
books,  ext^pt  to  attend,  with  his  father 
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and  brotbeTt  at  the  ouuiiage  of  the  king 
with  1joai4a  of  Lorraine,  which  took 
place  at  Rheims. 

In  157O  he  made  an  excuraion  into  the 
Netherlandfl,  and  obserred  at  Antwerp,  * 
that  Flaotin  the  printer,  though  his  busi- 
ness was  declining,  bad  no  less  than 
serenteen  jesses  at  work.  He  was  pre- 
rented  from  passing  into  Holland  by  the 
troubles  m^tidi  were  then  breaking  out 
in  that  eountrj,  on  acconnt  of  leligitHi. 
Upon  his  retvm  he  found  every  thing  in 
agitation,  from  the  same  cause,  at  home: 
hut  the  disorders  oecaeioned  by  violent 
eooncils,  were  happily  appeased  by  a  new 
edict  of  pacification. 

The  flcxt  year,  when  the  king  redded 
at .  Foictiers,  Tlkuanus's  brother,  Jt^, 
was  employed  by  him  as  the  bearer  of 
important  dispatches.  "  Being  a  young 
fflan  of  great  strength  and  ^Hrit,  he 
undertook  too  much  during  the  intense 
heat  of  summer,  and  exhausted  himself 
by  a  journey  of  uncommon  cxpedi* 
c  2 
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tion.*  He  fell  in  consequence  into  a 
lingering  illiiess,  and  Thnanus  bad  tibe 
inexpressible  grief  of  seeing  his  vital 
powers  gradually  decline." 

In  the  year  1578  he  received  his  first 
public  honora ;  and  was  chosen  Coun- 
sellor of  the  Ecclesiastical  Order  in  Par- 
liament>  in  the  rooip  of  La  Garde.  "  Tet 
while  this  gentleman  was  lying  ill,  he 
sincerely  prayed  for  hb  recovery;  for 
'  being  of  a  modest  retiring  ^po^tion, 
fond  of  honorable  leisure,  he  was  unwil- 
ling to  relinquish  his  studies,  and  engage 
in  the  tumult  of  active  life.  He  did  not 
so  much  decline  honors,  as  experience  a 
secret  terror  and  repugnance  to  appear  in 
any  office  of  public  distinctfon>  while  he 
sensibly  felt  his  own  deficiencies,  and  fear- 
ed that  he  might  disappoint  expectation. 
He  wished  to  follow  rather  than  to  guide 
'the  course  of  fortune,  and   to  commit 


*  He   weot    from    Poictien  to  Longjumcaa 
twenty-four  hours. 
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himself  and  iaa  conceras  in  confidant  k- 
cuiity  to  the  paternal  guidance  of  provi- 
dence. But  far  from  being  careless  of 
the  public  welfare,  it  was  the  objept  of 
his  constant  solicitude,  to  so  great  a  de- 
gree, that  while  he  has  borne  domestic 
afflictions  with  fortitude,  he  has  often 
suSered  seiiously  in  his  health,  from  a 
keen  sense  of  national  calamities.  .  These 
he  has  generally  predicted,  and  bis  feel- 
ings on  the  subject  of  public  mbfortunes 
are  still  as  acute  as  ever,  notwithstanding 
the  kind  remonstrances  of  his  friends. 

"  On  the  present  occasion,  as  it  was 
agreeable  to  his  father's  wishes  that  he 
should  not  appear  inattentive  to  bis  proper 
interests,  and  those  of  his  family,  he 
submitted  to  the  customary  examination, 
in  the  laws,  which  lasted  two  hours 
before  a  numerous  court.  He  went  pale 
and  trembling  (pallens  tremesque),  and 
not  as  those  generally  do,  who  approach 
that  awful  place  vriUi  a  brazen  forehead 
and  Stentorean  roLce. 
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"  In  the  office  itself  this  Was  his  con- 
duct: he  listened  attentively  and  spoke 
little ;  he  treated  the  presidents  with  due 
respect,  his  colleagues  with  honor;  he 
paid  great  deference  to  the  old  and 
experiencedi  and  cultivated  a  fiiank  and 
generous  friendship  with  the  young.  In 
delivering  his  opinion,  he  contented 
himself  with  referring  to  that  judgment, 
already  given,  which  seemed  to  him 
most  equitable,  and  seldom  added  more 
words,  except  by  way  of  confirmation. 

"  At  the  beginning  of  a  speech  he  was 
agitated  ;  his  voice  gained  strength  as-  he 
proceeded.  In  consequence  of  this  ci- 
tation, much  that  he  had  premeditated 
used  to  escape  his  memory,  naturally  not 
very  retentive.  This  defect  he  candidly 
acknowledged,  and,  id  order  to  remedy 
it,  accustomed  himself  to  commit  hit 
thoughts  to  writing,  and  to  speak  a^  it 
were  from  a  brief ;  and  this  method  be 
afterwards  practised  in  causes  of  the  firfit 
importance.    At  first,  as  has  been  said. 
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he  felt  embarrassed^  and  though  his 
judgment  was  seldom  very  erroneous, 
his  expressionB  and  arguments  were 
broken  and  defective,  like  the  conclusion 
of  a  lame  verse." 

In  1570  Tbuanus  accompanied  bis  sick 
brother  and  his  wife  to  the  waters  of 
Flombieres,  but  unhappily  the  use  of 
them  was  without  effect.  When  his 
brother  was  settled  at  Plombieres,  Tbu- 
anus made  a  short  excursion  into  Ger- 
many. At  Strasburg  he  visited  Languet, 
the  illustrious  prime  minister  of  the 
Elector  of  Saxony,  who  gave  him  much 
valuable  information  respecting  the  Ger- 
manic constitution.  "  Rrom  him  he 
learned  that  the  abolition  of  celibacy  had 
greatly  dbtressed  the  German  princes 
and  nobles,  as  they  were  now  obliged  to 
bestow  their  daughters  in  marriage,  with 
a  pcHtion,  whom  they  formerly  dedicated 
to  a  religious  life,  with  the  prospect  of 
their  becomingabbesses  of  rich  convents." 
This  remark  tends  to  prove  that  these 
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German  nobles  did  not  embrace  tbe  re- 
formed religion  from  interested  motives. 

He  took  Ulm  and  Burgaw  in  his  route, 
which  last  town  is  "  the  only  part  of  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand's  immense  domini- 
ons appropriated  to  his  children  by  Phil- 
lippine  Welser.  A  strong  instance  of 
the  respect  paid  to  the  marrir^  institution 
by  the  Germans,  who  do  not  permit  the 
children  by  a  clandestine  or  unequal 
union,  to  be  reputed  legitimate,  or  to 
claim  inheritance."  It  is  to  be  feared, 
that  since  the  time  of  Thuanus  these  ele- 
vated sentiments,  and  the  vigor  of  the 
German  empire,  have  declined  together. 

*■  The  sight  of  Constance  brought  to 
bis  recollection  the  famous  council  as- 
sembled there  in  1414,  which  so  happily 
healed  the  schisms  of  the  Papacy ;  and  he 
felt  an  anxious  wish  that  the  same 
influence  might  operate  in  his  own 
times." 

Upon  his  return  he  found  no  amend- 
ment in  bis   brother's  health,  and  had 
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him  conveyed  back  to  Paris;  where, 
after  lingering  a  few  months  longer,  be 
expired^  repeating  this  verse  of  the  fioth 
P^m,  *•  Cast  me  not  away  from  thj 
presence,  0  £x>rd>  and  take  not  thy  Holy 
Spirit  from  me." 

After  this  melandioly  event,  bis  uncles, 
Nicholas,  Bishop  of  Chartres,  and  Au- 
gustin.  King's  Advocate,  ur^d  his  ^ther, 
considering  the  small  number  to  whidi 
thdr  family  was  reduced  (for  Christopher, 
the  second  son,  died  young),  to  tbink  of 
altering  the  destination  of  Tfauanus  in  life. 
The  father  assented,  but  neither  he  nor 
bis  son  being  earnest  in  the  business,  it 
was  suffered  for  the  present  to  fall  to  the 
ground. 

Thb  year,  to  avoid  the  plague  which 
broke  out  in  Fans,  Tbuanus  retired  into 
the  Touraine,  and  amused  himself  with 
travelling  along  the  coast.  At  Caen  be 
visited  the  tomb  of  William  of  Normandy, 
King  of  England ;  and,  in  the  ball  of  the 
abbey,  saw,  wrought  in  clay,  the  arms 
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.  of  the  knights  who  attended  bim  in  his 
expedition  to  that  country.  "  The  dta- 
del,  which  had  sonw  time  before  surren- 
dered to  Coligni>  Queen  Gatliarine  said 
might  have  been  defended  by  womea 
with  their  distal." 

Continuing  his  journey  he  passed  near 
ATTanches,  St.  MichaeVs  Mount,  a  mo- 
nastery remarkable  for  its  singular  scite, 
on  a  naked  rock,  some  leagues  in  the  sea. 

In  1581  commissioners  were  af^inted 
from  theparliament  to  administer  justice 
in  the  province  of  Guienne,  and  Thuanus 
was  admitted  among  them,  Cogetber  with 
bis  friends,  Fithou  and  L'Oisel. 

"  His  uncles  again  pressed  their  former 
remonstrances ;  which  his  &ther,  natu- 
rally dilatory,  waved  on  the  plea  of  the 
vigency  of  public  business:  but  he  b^an 
to  think  seriously  of  the  matter  himself. 
When  at  Venice,  in  1374,  Du  Ferrier, 
an  old  fiiend  of  bis  Either,  had  admonished 
him  not  to  enter  into  the  ecclesiastical 
profession  from  the  mere  hope  of  temporal 
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advantage:  and  this  exhortation,  which 
at  the  time  made  great  impression,  nov 
reoarred  to  bis  mind  with  encrcased  effect 
He  revolTed  in  his  thoughts  the  high 
importance  of  ^tbe  sacred  office,  and  his 
own  inability ;  and  whether  it  were  not 
better  to  pursue  his  inclination  for  retire- 
ment, and  to  decline  the  splendor  of  an 
exalted  station.  In  condnsion^  be  tacitly 
inclined  to  quit  bis  profesuon,  and  bent 
1^  thoughts  ta>  marri^e,  if  an  opportn- 
Jiity  should  oficr." 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  commiaalonefs 
in  Giuenne,  Thuanus  was  derated  by 
than  to  wait  on  the  Prince  of  Conde, 
and  the  young  King  of  Navarre,  after* 
wards  Henry  IV.  and  experienced  a 
most  gracious  teceptioo  ftom  both  these 
princes. 

Hk  court  sate  at  BDq,rdeax;  but  Tbu- 
anqs  did  noti  bufler  the  business  t^  at  to 
iqtenvpi  bia  studioils  habits.  On  the 
contrary  he  carefully  profited  by  an  inter- 
course with  persons  who  ooold*  in  any 
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way,  promote  the  historical  undertaldng 
he  had  in  contemplation.  Montaigne* 
author  vf  the  Essays,  "  at  that  time 
mayor  of  the  town,  a  gentleman  of  frank 
tempo*,  and  independent  of  parties,  com" 
mnnicated  much  valuable  information." 

During  the  vacations  the  commissioners 
made  several  excurnons  for  the  sake  of 
R^axation.  Rambling  cross  the  Garonne, 
into  the  beantifid  country  of  Medoc, 
along  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  they  compared 
themselves  to.  Sdpio  and  Lselius,  gather- 
ing shells  and  pebbles  on  the  shores  of 
Cueta  and  Laurentum.* 

At  the  Easter  vacation  they  made  a 
tour  into  Gascony.  "  A  Protestant  mi- 
nister of  one  of  the  towns,  had,  by  com- 
mand of  Joan,  Queen  of  Navarre,  trans- 
lated the  New  Testament  and  Catechism 
(Catechismum)  Into  the  Gascon,  or 
Biscay&n  language,  whidi,  like  the 
Bas  Breton,  and  the  Irish,  was   consl- 

*  Sec  Cic«o  deOratoK,  Iih4  U.  i.  tZ. 


:.-bv  Google 


£t39.]  THUJOnjS.  39 

dored  inca^ble  of  bang  cwnmitted  to 
"vmtiiig." 

At  Bajomie  dxy  were  struck  with  the 
singoler  dietses  c^  the  womw.  which 
varied  with  their  ages  and  coiutitioiUy  and 
appeared  like  masquerade. 

The  foUowipg  incidaits>  rehUed  in  the 
■nempirs,  though  not  strictly  oMuected 
with  the  purport  of  this  work,  are  ad- 
mitted facte  because  they  shew  the  man- 
ners  of  the  tioaes,  the  weakness  which  had 
preT:ailed  in.  the  adnunisbration  of  justice 
in  those  coantnes,  before  the  anriTai  (^ 
the  Kirisian  commissioners,  and  the  in- 
t<^t/.with  which  they  executed  their 
office.  "  One  Gaillard,  an  officer  in  the 
army,  had  conceived  an  animosity  agauut 
.  a  person  of  Ms  own  profession,  who 
lived  in  the  oeighboiirhood :  and  attended 
by  a  band  of  ruffians,  broke  open  his 
house  by  night  The  man,  startled  and 
sujrpiiud,.  leaped  up  in  his  shirt,  and 
made  a  brave  defence  with  his  sword. 
He  was,,  however,   mwdered,  with  his 
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brother,  wife,  and  a  small  nomber  of 
servants.  Vengeance  quickly  pursued  ti» 
assassins ;  for,  as  they  roamed  about  the 
bouse  in  search  o(  plunder,  a  barrel  of 
gunpowder  accidentally  blew  i^.  Som9 
were  crushed  in  the  ruins ;  oth^  re- 
mained extended  on  the  grwund,  naked, 
scorched,  half  dead.  In  thi^  condition 
the  officers  of  justice  found  them  no  longer 
formidable,  imd  conveyed  them  in  a  cart 
into  the  town,  where  they  pwaented  a 
miserable  spectade,  black,  disfigured, 
and  retaining  nothing  fanman,  except 
their  hoitid  cries.  After  a  shwt  exami* 
nation  they  were  all  broken  on  the  wbed.. 
Gaillard  hirasdfj  a  fine  man  in  person, 
had  su^ed  like  the  rest,  and  had  b^des 
TeoeiTed  a  wound  in  the  head,  at  the  be- 
ginniogof  the  fray;  but  he  behaved  intre- 
pidly to  the  last,  avowing  the  whole,  and 
accusing,  w^ith  ins<^ent  obstinacy,  the 
poor  murdered  man  of  having  eaitsed  the 
destruction  of  so  many  brave  soldiers; 
so  he  called  his  infamous  associates. 
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"  At  Another  time,  a  young  penoa  o£ 
condition  withdrew  herself,  under  the 
plea  of  religion,  fiom  her  mother,  and 
married  a  young  nun  in  inferior  life. 
As  this  union  had  not  been  conawn- 
mated,  the  commisnoners  declared  it 
null  and  void,  and  forbade  the  yonog 
man,  on  pain  of  death,  to  have  any  inter- 
course with  her;  but  at  the  same  time 
restrained  the  mother  from  using  arbitrary 
measures  on  the  subject  of  her  daughter  s 
religion.  This  decree  was  meant  as  a 
check  upon  clandestine  marriages,  and 
to  prevent  the  disordets  of  this  nature 
which  had  innded  many  families  of 
rank." 

Tbuanus  prepared  to  return  to  his 
father,  who  had  made  interest  for  his 
recall,  '*  Perhaps  (as  he  says  in  his 
fondness  for  presages)  forboding  his  own 
decease." 

Travelling,  with  fais  friend  Pithou, 
through  Langaedoc  and  Provence,  they 
stopped   at    the  castle  of   li^our,    in 
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Annagnac>  where  the  Count  d'Armag- 
nac  was  murdered,  it  is  thought,  with 
the  privity  of  Louis  XI.  "  And  the  stain 
of  his  blood  cannot  be  efikced  from  the 
walls." 

An  occurrence  had  taken  place  here, 
not  unlike  the  ferocious  act  of  Gaillard. 
**  The  sister  of  the  late  Governor  De  Ba- 
leines  had  been  seduced  by  an  officer, 
who  afterwards  married  another  person. 
The  injured 'woman,  in  the  bitterness  of 
resentment,  told  thesecret  to  her  brother, 
w^ho  desired  the  whole  affair  might  be 
left  to  him.  The  seducer  was  invited  to  an 
entertainment,  where  'every  thing  passed 
in  the  usual  manner;  but  when  the 
guests  retired,  he  was  seized,  and  put  in 
chains.  .  Then  followed  a  trial ;  the  sister 
appeared  and  confirmed  his  guilt,  of 
which  he  was  condemned  to  make  a 
written  acknowledgement.  To  complete 
this  remarkable  scene,  De  Baleines,  who 
had  acted  the  part  of  judge  and  examiner, 
was  also  the  executioner,  and  plunged  a 
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poiiiard  in  the  bosom  of  lus  guest.  He 
fVTote  a  defence  of  his  conduct  to  the 
King  of  NaTarre,  who,  not  thinking  it  a 
time  for  sererity,  only  remored  him  jrom 
his  situation." 

As  the  two  iriends  pursued  their  jour- 
ney,  in  the  churdi  of  St,  Oren,  they  re- 
marked very  antique  altars,  not  flat,  but 
of  a  gibbous  form,  With  the  Greek  ini- 
tials of  the  name  of  Christ ;  and  at  Tou- 
louse, (the  next  city  to  F&ris  in  extent 
and  beauty)  a  statue  of  the  Virgin  Isaura, 
who  instituted  a  prize  for  poetry  in  the 
1 4th  centiuy. 

At  Pezenas,  Thuanus  met  with  a  flat- 
tering reception  fix)m  the  Prince  of  Cond<; 
and  at  his  table  the  practice  of  fighting 
duels  was  condemned. 

He  then  passedArles,  an  arcbiepiscopal 
see,  consecrated  to  Trophimus,  perhaps 
the  same  mentioned  by  St.  Paul.  In  the 
journal  of  this  excursion,  of  which  it  is 
needless  to  enter  into  all  the  particulars, 
mention  u  made  of  a  poem,  which  Thu- 
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anus  composed  about  this  ^nw  oq^  the 
Art  of  Falconiy. 

At  Clermont  Achilles  Harlay,  President 
of  the  Parliament,  who  ba4  married  his 
sister,  received  him  with  great  afiection. 
'  "  Near  his  residence  is  a  spring  which  pe- 
trifies from  its  source." 

Thnanus,  still  proceedii^  on  his  jour- 
ney, came  by  way  of  Thiers  to  Lyons; 
and  while  he  remained  in  that  city,  bis 
father  died,*  hut  he  was  not  informed  of 
the  event,  until  he  approached  Paris. 
Before  his  arrival  there,  indeed,  he  visited 
on  the  road  several  friends,  who  knew 
the  circumstaace,  but  were  unwilling  to 
inform  him.  Among  these  were  Bru- 
lard,  one  of  the  first  presidents;  and  th^ 
Abbot  of  the  Cisterian  Monastery,  "  the 
most  eminent  in  Christendom,  for  on  it 
axe  dependent  monasteries  to  the  number 
of  one  thousand  and  seventy,  and  nearly 
as  m^ny  nunneries." 

*  In  November,  on  the  Feast  of  All  Saints,  l  S89. 
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**  At  Boissy,  the  last  stage  to  Paris,  his 
attendants  terealed  to  him  the  loss  he  had 
sustained ;  and  mounting  his  horse,  he 
finished  the  joumej  in  absence  of  thought, 
and  profound  grief  at  so  unexpected  a  ca> 
lamity. 

"  The  body  had  on  that  ve^  day  been 
interred;  and  the  city  was  still  fiill  of  the 
mournful  pomp.  The  funeral  had  been 
delayed  until  the  1 5th  day  by  the  King's 
direction,  that  it  might  take  place  with 
greater  magnificence;  and  all  the  pro- 
perty of  the  deceased,  amounting  to  4000 
gold  crowns,  were  expended  on  it.  He 
indeed  had  been  too  disinterested  to  ao 
cumulate  wealth,  and  was  only  careful  to 
be  free  from  debt.  The  widow,  thus  left 
without  proTision,  made  no  complaint 
when  the  *  King  and  Queen-Mother  made 
her  a  visit  of  condolence.  She  was  only 
heard  to  say  that  Providence  had  been 
sufficiently  bountiAiI  to  her  and  her  fk' 


'  Henry  III.  and  Catherine  of  Medecii. 
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tm\y,  and  that  with  the  blesdng  of  diTine 
grace,  she  wanted  nothing.    The  Kii^ 
was  confounded,  and  quitted  the  place 
somewhat  injjignant  and  mortified  that 
he  had  not  an  opportunity  to  manifest 
his  generoMty,  which  the  unworthy  were 
accustomed  to  i^re  in  lavish  profusion." 
At  the  end  of  the  75th  book  of  his 
History,  lliuanus  relates  more  particulars 
respecting  his  father,  and  infonos  us  that 
he  incurred  the  King's  displeasure  by  the 
honest   freedom   of  his   expostulations. 
"  On  one  occasion,  when  he  recommend- 
ed moderation  in  levying  taxes,  lest  the 
people  should  be  incited  to  <tiscontent, 
Henry  111.  turning  to  his  courtiers,  said, 
'  The  good  man  is  in  his  dotage.'    This 
insult,  Thuanus  adds,  his  father  disregard- 
ed;   liut  at  the  same  time  ascribes  his 
death  to  chagrin  arising  from  the  unhap- 
py state  of  public  afiairs.     He  had  how- 
ever entered  upon  bis  76th  year,  and  had 
been  married  so  years.    He  died  univer- 
sally respected  and  lamented,  and  the 
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same  king,  who  could  not  brook  his  ad- 
monitions, when  afterwards  encompasied 
with  troubles^  did  josttoe  to  his  memoiy 
by  saying,  that  Fans  wonM  not  have 
revolted  from  its  Sovereign  if  the  Pre«-- 
dent  Thuanns  had  bem  alive." 

These  circumstances  serve  to  account 
for  that  proud  independence  of  spirit,  with 
which  the  widow  rejected  the  royal  prof- 
fers of  assistance. 

Thuanus,  with  much  warmth  of  filial 
a^ection,  expatiates  both  in  his  memoirs 
'  and  bis  history,  on  the  virtues  of  his  Ei- 
ther. Ht  extols  his  legal  science,  reli- 
gion, ttoa^cted  gravity  of  manners,  and 
innocence  of  life;  on  which  accounts  no 
person  possessed  greater  pc^mlarity  and 
influence  in  Paris. 

"  A  pfayucian  of  eminence  dissected 
the  body,  and  expressed  much  admiration 
at  ■  the  close  and  full  structure  of  the 
brain;"  the  testimony  of  the  same  person 
is  adduced  to  the  conjugal  happiness  of 
the.  President  and.  his  wife,  founded  upon 
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primitive  simplidty  <rf  diaracter  and  every 
domestic  virtue. 

"  The  pious  son,  prevent«I  from  re- 
ceiving his  Other's  last  breath,  deter- 
mined at  least  to  transmit  his  memory  to 
posterity.  -He  erected  two  monum^it*, 
one  in  a  private  family  chapel,  and  the 
other  in  the  church  of  St.  Andrew  of  the 
Arches;  and  at  the  end  of  two  years* 
when  they  were  completed,  celebrated  a 
public  funeral,  at  which  the  friends  of  the 
deceased  in  France,  the  Ketherlands 
Germany,  and  Italy,  were  present  by  in- 
vitation." 

Affection  to  his  friends  and  rdations 
was  one  .of  the  most  prominent  features  of 
Thuanus's  character.  His  qualities  in- 
deed bore  a  general  resemblance  to  those 
of  his  father,  but  they  were  more  distin- 
guished. ' 

In  the  memoirs  many  things,  uncon- 
nected with  the  life  of  the  Author^  ane 
occasionally  related  in  the  manner  of  a 
diary  or  common-place  book;  anc^  among 
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•dicTS  Ml  aooouBt  is  giTfln>  at  the  ooadn- 
•ion  of  this  year,  of  a  singular  religions 
procession  which  took  plac«  ta  the  streets 
of  Fans  at  midnight.  The  corapanj  of 
€ach  sex  and  all  ages,  to  the  number  of 
MX  thowandf  with  the  clergy  at  theu 
head,  passed  under  ornamental  uehca* 
ni^png  bjBuiB,  in  solemn  sup^icationt 
^h1  at  intervale  taUes  were  laid  wUb  rC* 
fieriuoeats.  The  ceremony  was  oonfioed 
to  one  pansh,  aad  i^pears  designed  fot 
extraordinary  occasions  of  p«blie  joy  or 
grief. 

Ho  aeCoa^  appears  of  the  next  year. 
In  1SC4  Thuanus  had  the  misfcntsne  Id 
lose  loa  s^er,  wife  of  the  GhanodJor  da 
Chiv«M. 

"  Hanog  BOW  desisted  for  Aoeoe  time 
frem  performing  the  offloes  of  \hB  obufdii 
and  resigned  most  of  bis  beneficesi  be 
was  }H%»ed  by  his  mother  to  diaengi^ 
bunself  entirely  &tMa  the  silaistry.  Ai 
a  step  to  tbis»  be  ohtailiedi  tbnugh  the 
iatoest  of  the  QueenrMolltsr,  tba  place 
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of  Master  of  the  Requests^  which  it  was 
the  custom  to  grant  indiscriminately  to 
clei^men  and  laymen." 

"  In  order  to  relieve  his  mind  feora  the 
severe  affliction  which  he  felt  on  account 
of  the  death  of  his  fether  and  sister,"  he 
engaged,  at  this  mature-  period  of  life,  in 
a.  new  couree  of  study;  and  read  through 
Euclid  with  Proclus's  Commentaries, 
under  the  direction  of  firessiau.  Royal 
Professor  of  Mathematics.  His  attention 
was  also  vigoroifely  directed  to  otlier 
pursuits:  he  undertook  to  prepare  for  the 
press  an  edition  of  the  poems  of  the  cele- 
hrated  Michael  de  THopital;  and  he  be- 
^n  a  poetical  paraphrase  of  the  Book  of 
Job,  in  Latin  verse.  "  This  work  was 
-completed  in  the  course  of  two  years, 
and  published  with  a  dedication  to  his 
friend  Rthou,  of  whose  critical  advice  he 
always  availed  himself,  persuaded  that 
what  passed  the  ordeal  of  his  judgment 
would  meet  with  general  approbation." 
"  Frequently  had  Augustin,  his  uncle. 
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King's  Advocate,  pressed  Tbasmu  t« 
solicit  the  rerersion  of  his  plaoe,  whidi 
he  candidly  acknowledged  he  owed  to  his 
fetfaer.  He  was  at  thk  time  offined  the 
situation  of  Fresident  a  Mortier,*  but 
-would  not  accept  it  until  his  nephew 
had  bound  himself  by  a  rdigious  oUiga- 
tion  to  exert  all  his  interest  tn  obtaining  a 
nominatioD  as  his  successor.  Tbuanus 
lumself  consented,  with  some  reluctance^ 
to  this  agreement,  and  also  to  a  pro- 
mise of  using  greater  diligence  and 
exertion  in  the  conduct  of  has  prirate 
a^iuTs." 

Upon  the  death  of  Pope  Gr^ory  XIIL 
the  Cardinal  de  Vendome  (of  the  bouse 
of  Bourbon)  was  appointed  the  King's 
Ambassador  to  Rome.  "  The  Cardinal^ 
from  his  love  of  letters,  had  formed  an 


*  So  called  rrom  their  velvet  capf  with  gold  tuKli, 
which  were  aocienlly  worn  by  the  Kings  of  France. 
The  Presideots  a  Monicr  wen  taferior  coadjutort  t» 
the  First  Presidenu 
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intimacy  with  Thuaaos,  uid  was  thought, 
m  public  matters,  to  pay  great  consider- 
ation to  his  advice.  Our  author  now 
^t^KMed  accompanying  him  to  Roine> 
and  was  bound  for  a  large  sum  of  money 
on  his  behalf;  whidi  circumstance,  after 
the  Cardinal's  death,  occasioned  bitg 
much  trouble  and  inconrenience. 

*'  It  was  indeed  ever  hia  fortune  to  form 
connections  with  the  great  during  their 
adversity,  without  the  prospect  of  other 
reward  than  the  treasure  of  a  good  con- 
science. On  the  other  hand,  he  has 
quietly  withdrawn  from  the  sun-$hine  o(  ' 
their  prosperity,  and  made  room  for  a 
swarm  of  faithless  courtiers,  whose  fiat-< 
tery  becomes  too  agreeable^  and  by  its  in- 
fluence renders  truth  unpalatable.  Hence 
the  seed  of  good  offices  yrhixh.  he  sowed 
(forgive  the  invidiousness  of  the  remark) 
^as  perpetually  produced  the  harvest  of 
ingratitude,  llie  consistency  of  his  own 
character  is  however  dearer  to  him  than 
any  thing  else  i  and  be  is  resolved  to 
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penerers  with  patience  in  weU-doii^. 
It  is  impossible  for  him  to  repent  c^ 
havii^  preserved  his  innocence  and  honor, 
unblemished  by  a  servile  obseqniousoess ; 
and  no  sufferij:^  can  produce  in  thi* 
respect  an  alteration  in  his  conduct." 

From  the  general  terms  here  used,  tin 
du^e  of  ingratitude  seems  to  extend  to 
King  Henry  IV".  espedally  as  he  makes 
little  mention  of  that  prince  in  any  wri- 
tings subsequent  to  the  dedication  of  his 
bistory.  After  patronizing  thb  woi^  for 
scnne  time*  Henry  yielded  to  the  cUmour 
'nuaed  against  it,  fearful  periiaps  of  en- 
gagii^  himself  in  religious  disputes, 
which  might  again  kindle  the  flame  of 
discord  in  the  realm ;  but  he  never  with- 
drew his  protection  from  the  person  of 
Tbuanus. 

Meanwhile,  in  compliance  with  hia 
mother's  repeated  solicitations,  he  re- 
moved  his  residence  to  her  house.  But 
he  continued  negligmt  in  making  interest 
for  die  office  of  President,  giving  as  a 
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leply  to  his  uncle  Aiigustin's  expostula* 
tions,  that  when  a  system  of  ^rotiritism 
prerailed,  nothing  was  bought  dearer 
than  with  entreaty.  Du  Choesne,  hotv- 
ever,  an  old  friend,  by  application  to  the 
Duke  de  Joyeuse,  brought  the  matter  to 
a  conclusion  in  one  morning ;  and  Tfau- 
anu9  then  blushed  for  his  own  remi«o 
ness. 

The  parliam^t,  with  many  congratu- 
lationSf  welcomed  his  accession  to  that 
office  which  his  grand£ither>  father,  and 
uncle,  had  enjoyed.  Thuanus  was  then 
in  his  thirty-fourth  year,  and  an  act  was 
passed,  restraining  him,  in  case  of  hia 
uncle's  death,  from  giving  judgment  as 
president,  until  be  attained  Uie  legal  age 
of  forty. 

"  The  next  step  wa«t  to  remove  all  im- 
pediments to  his  mafiyihg ;  and  for  thiSt 
purpose  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Mclesiastical  court.  His  tmcle,  the 
Bishop  of  Cbartres,  and  his  mother,  de> 
posed  that  he  had  entered  into  die  lower 
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oiders  of  the  chtirch  only  in  compliance 
witji  his  father's  wishes,  and  not  from 
inclination.  He  was  then  absolved  ft-om 
his  engagements,  and  pronounced  at  li- 
berty to  marry. 

This  year  was  cfaecquered  with  joy  and 
sorrowr  but  tbe  latter  unfortunate^' pre- 
dominated. Tfauanus  happily  married 
Mary  de  Barbanson,  of  a  distinguished 
&mUy  in  Hainault.  **  The  <%remony 
took  place  with  the  Aill  approbation  of 
the  relations  on  both  udes ;  and  his  mo- 
ther voluntarily  bestowed  upon  him  that 
part  of  her  property  which  he  would 
have  been  entitled  to  at  her  death,  t<^e- 
ti^  with  his  Cither's  house.  As  tl\e  pa- 
rents of  his  wife  had  formerly  professed 
the  Protestant  faith,  she  confessed,  and 
received  absolution  from  the  Yicar-gene- 
tal  of  Paris.  These  circumstances  are 
alledged  with  a  view  to  silence  that  ma- 
Uce,  which,  not  content  with  calumni- 
ating his  writings,  has  presumed  to 
asperse  his  private  life." 
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This  joyfnl  event  wa»  damped  by  two 
AlBictlons,  the  one  private,  the  other 
imblic:  the  loss  of  bis  mother,  and  the 
defeat  and  death  of  the  Duke  of  Joyeuse, 
at  the  battle  of  Coutras  in  Xaintonge. 

"  Thuanus  mourned  for  a  parent  who 
bad  ^ven  him  prooft  of  the  most  partial 
•fiectioo;  and,  who  having  seen  her 
fintmrlte  child  settled  to  her  wish,  had 
oow  AO  remaining  desire  bat  to  jinn  ber 
departed  husband.*  In  the  other  case  be 
lamented  over  bis  bene^ictor,  cut  off  in 
the  flower  of  youth,  in  the  career  of 
gkvy :  he  lamented  over  the  hope  and 
BtrengA  of  the  IVench  nobility  destroyed 
with  him  by  the  madness  of  Action. 
These  were  the  first-fruits  (such  is  the 
doquent  knguage  of  Thuanus)  of  that 
lamentable  war,   exdted   by  turbulent 


*  His  friend  Pilhou  s^d  that  ^e  left  the  world 
with  the  same  compoture  as,  when  tired  of  ihe  city, 
she  would  have  gone  for  a  few  days  to  her  country 
•eat. 
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minds  under  the  influence  of  fbrdgners.* 
Thai  followed  the  laxages  of  unbridled 
hatred  and  ambition;  the  execution  of 
the  laws  was  obstructed;  and  few 
traces  of  that  reli^on,  which  was  made  a 
pretence  of  war,  were  Tislble  in  cities — in 
the  countiy  none;  but  its  ministers,  un* 
mindAU  of  their  office  of  charit}",  went 
about  inning  the  flame,  and  scattering 
in  declamatory  pulpit  harangues,  con- 
tention, malerolence,  and  the  fury  of  re- 
venge, through  &milies,  houses,  and  towns. 
"  The  oblation  of  gratitude  which 
bound  Thnanus  to  the  Duke  de  Joyeuse, 
he  transierred  to  lua  si^  surviving  bro- 
ther, the  Cardinal;  and  little  thou|^t  at 
that  time  of  the  closer  connection,  which 
his  marriage  with  the  Cardinal's  cousin 
(after  the  death  of  his  first  wife)  occa* 
sioned. 

The  Action  of  the  league  had  now  ma- 
tured their  fence,  and  their  measures  be- 

•  TbaCoortafSpAin, 
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came  more  bold  from  the  dilatory  tern- 
per,  timidity^  and  irresolution  of  the  king, 
'*  In  the  midst  of  these  evils,  Thuanus 
felt  some  comfort  in  the  completion  of 
his  presages,  for  he  bad  long  foreseen 
them.  On  the  fatal  day  of  the  barricades 
he  went  to  the  Louvre,  and  remarked  the 
feebleness  and  Imprudence  of  the  royal 
councils.  From  thence  his  curiosity  led 
him  to  the  Duke  of  Guise's,  whom  he 
found  walking  in  front  of  his  house,  with 
the  ArchbUhop  of  Lyons,  issuing  various 
orders  with  a  serenity  and  firmness  of 
countenance  that  augured  well  to  his 
cause;  while  the  populace  stood  round 
in  mute  admiration.  Upon  bis  attempt- 
ing to  return,  he  ^nd  the  streets  block- 
aded with  barrels,  and  did  not  escape 
home  without  considerable  difficulty  and 
danger. 

"  The  night  passed  in  fear  and  tumult ; 
and  the  next  day  the  king  adopted  the 
ignominious  resolution  of  leaving  the  city. 
After  his    depafture,    or  rather    flight. 
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Guise  became  absolute,  and  the  Qoeen- 
mother^  who  had  remained  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  vain  endearoiired  to  promote  an 
accommodation.  The  king  therefore 
thought  it  expedient  to  send  commission- 
ers into  the  provinces  to  sCrengdien  his 
cause^  and  to  proclaim  a  meeting  of  the 
states.  Thuanus,  who  with  his  friend 
Gen^^  Schombeig,  had  followed  the 
King  in  the  course  of  three  days  to  Ghar- 
tres,  w^as  sent  into  Normandy.  Some 
places  he  found  inclined  to  the  League ; 
others,  thou^  loyally  disposed,  were  not 
eager  in  declaring  themselves,  suppoung 
that  Henry  was  deficient  in  spirit,  and 
that  he  would  purchase  tranquillity  even 
with  a  diminution  of  the  dignity  of  the 
crown." 

"  Upon  his  return,  the  King  had  re- 
moved to  Rouen,  and  there  amused  him- 
self in  fiivolous  shews.  Thuanus  receir- 
ed  a  second  commission  into  Kcardy. 
While  vraiting  in  one  of  the  towns  for 
the  goremor,  be  set  aside  several  valuable 
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books  in  the  psblic  libnrj,  wluch  had 
already  been  exposed  to  plunder.  But 
the  ejumng  disturbances  rendered  his 
caution  fruitless,  for  they  were  all  de- 
6tr6jed.  These  (he  exclaims)  are  the 
wages  of  civil  war:  this  is  the  tempcmil 
reward  of  a  religion^  propagated  by  &« 
and  swoord.'* 

When  our  author  had  concluded  this 
nuDoiission,  he  had  the  diatinguiahed  ho- 
nor of  being  made  a  privy  counsellor  at 
Qiartres  by  the  King ;  who  at  this  time 
adjusted  his  di&rences  with  the  Duke  of 
Guise,  OB  the  crautition  that  both  parties 
should  unite  against  the  King  of  Na- 
Tarue. 

"  ThuannSt  observing  the  feebleness  of 
the  royal  authority,  foresaw  more  trou- 
bles, and  ixmoved  his  plate,  jewels,  and 
valuable  furniture,  from  Paiis.  The  pr&> 
caution  proved  ineffechial;  andhla  loss 
in  the  civil  wars  may  be  estimated  at 
J  0,000  crowns:  yet  upon  the  restoration 
of  tranquillity,  he  uttered  no  complaints. 
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nor  instituted  anjr  aiitSp  as  many  did,  to 
recorer  what  had  been  lost" 

"  To  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  new  office 
he  r^aired  to  the  meeting  of  tbe  states 
at  Blois;  and  in  his  way  he  Tinted  hn 
brotber-in-Iaw,  t|ie  Chancellor  Chiremi* 
who  had  formed  a  judgment  of  the  King's 
dupoation  di&rent  &om  the  commoa 
oas»  but  more  correct.  He  said^  when 
Henry  ^uld  find  that  his  system  of  dt*- 
simulation  and  forbearance  only  invited 
&esh  outrage*  his  anger  would  at  lei^th 
arise,  and  gatherii^  courage  from  despair* 
he  would  hare  the  Duke  of  Ooise  pc^- 
ngrded." 

At  Hois*  tbe  cdebrated  Montaigne, 
who  bad  much  intercourse  with  all  par- 
ties*  told  Tbuanns*  that  "  he  firmly  be- 
lieved that  nothing  bnt  the  death  of  one 
.of  the  leaders  would  put  an  end  to  these 
commotions;  far  the  Duke  of  Guise  fear- 
.ed  for  his  life*  while  the  King  of  Navarre's 
afiatrs prospered;  wbo*  cm  the  other  hand, 
thought  his  succession  to  the  crown  in- 
E  2 
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secure,  as  long  as  the  Duke  of  Guise 
should  survive.  Religion  he  said  was  the 
pretext  of  their  partizans;  but  neither  of 
the  principals  were  in  earnest  on  that 
subject." 

.  The  Duke  meanwhile  was  busy  in  soft- 
ening his  opponents,  and  made  advances 
with  great  a^biUty  to  Thuanus,  who  on 
his  part  shewed  much  reserve  on  the  oc- 
■casion.  "  Guise  complained  of  his  be- 
haviour to  Schomberg;  to  whom  Thuanus 
excused  himself,  ailing  that  he  was 
well  aware  of  the  honor  and  advantage  to 
be  derived  from  the  Duke's  countenance; 
but  that  observing  few  good  citizens 
among  his  party,  and  that  he  himself  had 
daily  altercations  with  the  King,  he  should 
under  these  circumstances  prefer  growing 
old  in  obscurity  to  a  life  of  splendor. 
Guise,  when  this  was  told  him,  replied, 
that  if  the  good  citizens  withdrew  from 
his  advan«s,  he  should  be  obliged  to  em- 
ploy in  his  cause  the  best  adherents  be 
could  find. 
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*'  Dc  Beanlne,  Archbishop  of  Bourges, 
«poke  for  the  clergy  at  this  assembly  of 
the  states  at  filois.  Among  other  topics, 
he  introduced  the  modern  prevalence  of 
luxury,  and  as  a  conspicuous  example  of 
the  opposite  virtue,  instanced  Thuanus's 
mother;  who  instep  of  using  a  chair,  or 
acarria^,  modestly  contented  herselfwith 
liding  on'horseback  behind  a  servant.* 

"  There  were  at  that  time,  (says  our  Au- 
thor) only  two  diahots  at  court,  the 
Queen's  cartiage^  and  that  of  Diana,  natu- 
ral dai^hter  of  Henryll.  lliis  fashion  was 
just  introduced  from  Italy,  at  the  latter 
etidof-Francisthellrst'sreign.  The  first, 
in  the  ci<y>  belonged  to  Christopher  Thna- 
nus,  after  he  was  chosen  President  of  the 
.Parliament:  but  neither  he  nor  his  wife 


*  "  Ciiva  leeticA,  ut  aulicie  principales  matroniB  et 
virgines  semper  anl^  coDSueverant,  ct  carrucJl,  cuju* 
tunc  uiuiraru!,  Vehi  posset,  tatnen  ut  modestiic  ccterii 
iaetar  uwt,  in  e^uo  po«t  tergtim  aessoris  domettici 
Upcti  et  HtapedfB  iusidens  per  vico*  ponabatiir." 
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uaed  it  except  for  excurnons  into  the 
coantiy.  *Now  (fifty  years  aiUr  Fiaiicis 
the  First's  time)  these  conveyszieeB  ue  as 
common  as  the  gondolas  at  Venice/* 

Thuamis,  during  the  meeting  of  the 
states,  had  used  bis  best  endeaTonrs  to  . 
promote  peace  and  conciliatcry  meaium 
between  ait  parties;  but  at  length,  grier-' 
ed  an^  disgusted  with  the  visible  decUne  of 
the  royal  authority,  he  departed  for  Tans. 

From  attachment  to  the  King  he  h»A 
concerted  measures  with  the  Goremor  of 
Orleans  for  preventing  that  place  from 
falling  into  the  bands  of  Goise ;  but  wbilA 
he  was  busied  in  ruuag  maaey  for  the 
purpose,  the  news  of  the  Doljte'a  f  death 
reached  Far^  and  the  scbcme  dropped  of 
course.  This  event  caused  great  onniBO- 
tion  in  the  city,   and  Thuanus,  b^ng  a 

*  It  is  DOt  very  eaiy  to  ascertain  the  preciw  date 
here  meant  by  the  word  now.  Perhaps  thit  last  sen- 
tence was  added  by  tbe  executors. 

t  He  was  assassioated  at  JAou,  Dec.  4S>  198B,  1^ 
the' King's  orderv 
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kaown  caeaiy  of  the  Ixague,  was  ex- 
pcMcd  to  «o  much  danger  that  he  was 
oUiged  to  duft  his  lod^ngs  /requently  in 
the  dark,  and  after  some  time  took  refuge 
m  the  Ctmvent  df  St.  Frauds ;  while  his 
wife  was  committed  to  the  Bastile.  Bot 
thou^  detained  himself,  he  had  interest 
enoii^  to  procure  the  liberty  of  the  Ger- 
man Critic  Ohsopoeus ;  and  scot  by  him 
into  Gennany  a  copy  of  the  History  of 
Z<»imus,  tiBxuchhed  from  the  authentic 
MS.  of  LeuaicIariuSj  who  tianslated  the 
work.  In  conseqiieace  of  Thuuus'g  care 
in  this  respect,  aa  edition  of  this  Author 
was  pubtisbod  two  years  after  at  Pnuc- 
fort. 

"  Tbt  troobtes  now  increased  at  Fans* 
and  aU  worthy  citizens  took  to  flight. 
Hwanu8  di^aised  himself  as  a  common 
sdldier;  bis  wife  muffled  herself  in  the 
dveaS  of  a  ciliztai's  wife  upon  a  Jtack 
horse,  and  thus  they  both  contrived  to 
^flflft  their -escape. 

When  these  caiks  reached  Cherreuse 
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in  safety,  the  disguise  of  th«r  vulgar  ha- 
biliments afforded  them  much  mirth. 
He  laughed  at  his  wife's  strange  head- 
dress,* and  she  at  his  thread-bare  coat. 

They  proceeded  into  the  Chartrain  to 
Chivemi's  seat,  from  whom  Thuanus 
collected  many  authentic  particulate  as 
materials  for  his  history. 

The  Duke  of  Mayenne  (brother  to 
the  deceased  Duke  -of  Guise)  having  ta- 
ken Orleans,  was  no-*-  marching  trium- 
phantly to  Paris,  and  the  Royalists  were 
eve.y  where  defeated.  Thuanus  was 
agmn  in  great  peril ;  and  would  cert^nly 
have  been  detained  by  the  enemy,  had  it 
not  been  for  a  stratagem  of  his  tiiend 
Schomberg,  who  prevailed  upon  the  dow- 
■  ager  Duchess  of  Lorraine  to  write  him  a 
letter  including  him  in  her  suite,  with 
which  she  was  proceeding  to  her  betroth- 
ed husband  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany. 
This  letter  he  showed  as  his  passport ;  and 

*  Colieudnim. 
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proceeded  to  Blois,.  at  'Which  place  he 
found  the  unbapp/  king  confined  in  sick- 
nesa  and  solitude.  Thuanus  joined  his 
entreaties  to  those  of  the  few  gentlemen 
i^emaiuing  ahout  the  royal  person,  and 
they  at  IcDgth  obtained  permission  to 
make  proposals  to  the  King  of  Navarre. 
Du  Flessis  Momaj  was  sent  for ;  and  tbe 
business  secretly  concluded  between  him» 
Schomberg,  and  Thuanus. 

Henry  dc  Bourbon,  Prince  of  Dombes, 
came  to  court  about  this  time,  and  Thu- 
anus presented  to  him  a  translation  of  the 
book  of  £cclesiastes  into  Latin  verse. 
**  The  PrinM  wrote  a  short  compli- 
mentary epistle  in  return,  which  was 
printed  with  the  work ;  and  gradually 
contracted  so  intimate  and  firm  a  friend- 
ship with  tbe  author,  that  as  long  as  he 
lived  he  scarcely  took  any  step  in  politics 
or  important  matters  without  his  advice 
and  concurroice." 

*'  The  King  removed  to  Tours,  and  a 
deliberation  was  held  on  constituting  a 
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lawful  parliament,  in  t^positioo  to  the 
parliament  at  Fari^  vtiiich  had  revolted 
i^ainst  the  sorerngn ;  bat  a  difficultjarose 
ftota  the  circumstance  of  there  being^  no 
president.  It  was  neoefisary  to  dect  one» 
and  tbe  unanimous  saffrage  fell,  in  his 
absence,  on  lliuanus.  "  He,  however, 
with  many  acknowledgments  of  the 
htMior  proposed,  resolutely  declined  itt 
upon  this  plea,  that  nther  firom  modesty 
or  a  certain  rusticity  of  mind,  he  bad 
ever  shuddered  at  elevation.  He  coveted 
mo^  so  much  the  dignity  in  question 
itself,  as  the  reputation  of  being  worthy  of 
it ;  and  this,  if  he  was  fortunate  enough 
to  possess,  he  would  not  forfeit  by  a  pre- 
mature acceptance,  but  preferred  waiting 
for  the  time  of  regular  succession." 

"  Having  such  an  opportunity  of  re- 
maining*at  home  with  more  than  common 
honor,  Thuanus  chose  to  accompany  his 
friend  Schomberg  into  Geiroany,  and  to 
partake  of  his  toils  and  difficulties  in 
raising  men  and  money.  Tliey  judged  that 
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tiae  safest,  and  eventually  &e  most  expe- 
dition road,  would  be^tfarough  tbe  town 
oorapied  by  tbe  King  of  Navarre's  gairi- 
dORS.  This  opinion  was  partlj  formed 
on  a  precedent  which  occurred  in  the  life 
of  tiK  wihappy  King  <^  Portugal,  An- 
toflio,  wbo,  ^ying  ^Tom  Riilip  !I.  of 
Spun,  and  takii^  PcAige  in  La  fiochdl^ 
^A  that  he  had  never  expetienced  greater 
&ith  tiian  among  the  unfaithful,  meaning 
tbe  ProtcBtants." 

The  friends  proceeded  through  Xun- 
tonge  foy  the  field  of  battle  at  Couthw 
and  came  to  Montagne  in  Poigord. 

A  ^gular  incident  occurred  to  Thu- 
anns  in  this  journey  at  an  inn  where 
they  fll^t.  In  the  middle  of  the  night 
he  was  awakened  by  a  noise  in  his  bed- 
dumber,  and  locking  lip  perceived  a  fe- 
male figure  in  a  atrange  dress,  standing 
by  the  fire  and  drying  her  hair  which  was 
wet.  Presently  she  approached  his  bed, 
and  in  a  sc4«mn  voi(%  said,  '*  I  am  tbe 
Queen  of  Heaven."    He  had  presence  of 
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mind  to  conjecture  the  trae  cause  of  this 
extraordinary  visit;  and  suspecting  the 
woman  to  be  deranged  in  her  mind,  call- 
ed for  assistance,  and  had  her  properly 
taken  care  of. 

When  they  reached  Mande,  the  bishop 
of  the  place  entertained  them  in  the.most 
sumptuous  manner  for  some  days.  ITiey 
perceived  that  the  gameat  table  generally 
wanted  a  wiog  or  a  1^,  and  sometimes 
the  head ;  on  enquiry  they  were  surpriz- 
ed to  hear  that  it  was  supplied  from  the 
nests  of  eagles  in  the  neighbouring  cUSm, 
The  peasants  build  small  hovels  or  huts 
near,  to  screen  themselves  &om  the  fury 
of  the  parent  bird,  which  brings  food  for 
its  young,  and  after  the  spoil  is  deposited, 
flies  away.  The  peasants  then  hasten  to 
remove  what  they  find,  chickens,  hares, 
partridges,  or  pheasants,  and  throw  in  gar- 
bage to  the  eaglets ;  but  some,  portion  of 
the  prey  is  generally  devoured.  Tliree  or 
four  nests  supply  an  elegant  table  through 
the  year,  and  chains  are  fastened  round 


:.bv  Google: 


Sx:  36.]  THUANUS.  til 

the  joung,  to  preTent  their  flying  as 
soon  as  the/  otherwise  would,  lliuanut 
bad  the  curiosity  to  ascend  to  one  of  these 
nests,  and  was  a  witness  of  the  scene  de* 
scribed. 

>.  Crossing  the  fiightAiI  mountains  of  the 
Cevennes,  they  passed  throu^  several 
small  places  to  Frejus;  and  from  thence 
took  ship  to  Genoa>  which  place  they 
found  so  favorably  disposed  to  the  royal 
cause,  that  a  vessel,  from  Marseilles,  hav* 
ing  lately  entered  the  harbour  without 
hoisting  the  French  ^ag,  was  sunk  by  the 
populace. 

Schomberg  went  to  Florence  in  dis- 
guise to  procure  money.  Thuanus  hav- 
ing contracted  a  disorder  in  his  stomach 
oh  the  voyage,  reached  Placentia;  bat  un- 
able longer  to  bear  the  jolting  of  a  bors^ 
took  a  vessel  which  conveyed  him  down 
the  Po  to  Venice. 

"  On  the  day  be  arrived  there,  August 
14th,  an  express  brought  the  news  of  the 
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detestable  'paiticide  of  tbe  King;  but 
the  general  grief  was  converted  into  joy 
tbree  day»  after  by  the  account  that  the 
King  of  Navarre  had  been  raised  to  the 
throne.  "  His  virtues  (as  it  was  dedared 
in  tbe  senate  of  Venice)  rendered  lum 
vrortby  of  it.  even  if  be  liad  not  been  the 
k^timate  heir." 

"  Thuanus  made  diligent  encpiiry  con- 
cerning thelires  of  learned  and  celebrated 
men,  both  Italians  and  Spaniards,  tlmt  be 
might  approve  himself,  as  an  historian* 
an  impai'tial  admirer  of  merit.  Unfortn- 
nately  he  has  never  experienced  more  in* 
grstitttde  than  from  the  latter  nation." 

"  Schomberg  went  to  Germany,  and 
his  companion  journeyed  through  the 
beautiful  tract  of  the  Yalteline  and  the 
GrisQDs  to  Coire,  an  episcopal  see.  The 
catbedral  is  now  in  ruins;  for  the  pre- 
lates, who  hold  it  with  the  title  of  prin- 
ces, are  contented  with  merely  maintain- 

*  Henry  III.  was  assassinated  by  Jamea  Ctemeut^ 
On  the  eleventh  of  August,  ldS9> 
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ing  the  name,  and  enjoyuig  the  levemm 
TOidiout  residence."  la  cipesing  thekks 
to  Znridi  in  tta  open  boat  a  stonn  arose, 
and  he  was  in  unminent  danger  of  beii^ 
drowned  with  the  rest  c^  the  passengers. 

**  Thuanus  viewed  with  much  plea- 
sure the  town  which  had  been  from  the 
earliest  times  the  chief  of  the  Swisa  can- 
tons'; and  did  not  deput  without  visiting 
the  humble  habitations  in  which  Gemer 
and  Wolfe  were  bom.  While  in  thij 
country  he  accideataUy  met  his  fnend  de 
KUerjr,  eproj  firom  the  King*  and  the^ 
united  in  strengtfawing  the  royal  interest 
in  Switxerlandt  where  the  inhabitants 
weie  already  well-afie^ed  to  the  cause; 
and  in  the  different  towns  on  the  road  to 
France." 

Thuanus  at  length  reached  Chalons, 
and  Chateau-lliierri,  while  Paris  was  sua* 
tainlng  the  Kill's  &i^*  At  the  latter 
place  he  met  with  one  Picherd,  a  learned 
man,  who  informed  htm  be  had  that  day 
completed  hb  ;gthyeir.  and  had  studied 
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fourteen  honrs  in  order  to  finish  a  com- 
mentary on  St.  Paul's  Epistles.  This  is 
an  instance  of  extraordinaiT;  ardor  in  the 
cause  of  literature,  which  seems  in  some 
measure  characteristic  of  the  age.  It  is 
related  that  Cardinal  Toumon,  on  his 
journeys  and  embassies^  always  had  mules 
to  carry  boxes  of  books,  and  his  first  care, 
on  arriving  at  any  place,  was  to  hare 
these  opened,  and  placed  in  order  for  the 
students  of  his  suite. 

Leaving  Chateau  Thierri  below  him, 
he  proceeded  to  Chateau-neuf  in  the  Tlii- 
merrais  by  night,  (for  by  day  the  jour- 
ney was  dangerous)  and  the  company 
twice  upon  alarm  given,  prepared  their 
weapons.  It  proceeded  however  from 
two  litters  conveying  to  interment  the 
bodies  of  two  young  noblemen,  the  Duke 
de  Monbazon  and  the  Coimt  de  Roncy, 
who  were  killed  at  the  battle  of  Arques. 

Thuanus  lamented  their  fate  in  two 
copies  of  extemporary  verses.  One  ot 
them  is  here  subjoined. 
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To  Abbtb,  or  Viktdb. 

Flere  tuam  non  ett.  Arete ;  *ed  lolvere  criDct 
Te  modo,  et  auritu  ueque  rigan  genai, 

VidimaB,  et  curvis  coatunden  pectora  palnui. 
In  Monbuonii  future,  Divi,  tui. 

Scilicet  inel>eusj — ^Diu  ccrti  proximus  heroi  | 
Et  decet  beroum  morle  dolere  Deos. 

Virtue,  thou  •houldBtnot  markf  of  urrow  bear; 
Yet  we  behold  you  tear  your  flowing  hair. 
Yon  beat  you^  bosom,  tears  your  cheek  distain ; 
You  grieve  for  Moubuoo  iu  battle  ilain. 
A  hero  he,  and  godlike  wa*  his  fame; 
And  such  a  godd^s'  tears  may  justly  claim. 

At  Chateaudun  be  presented  himself  to 
the  King,  who  received  him  most  gra- 
.  ciously,  and  made  enquiries  concerning  the 
stateof  affairs  in  Italy,  Germany,  and  Swit- 
zerland, Thuanusgave  some  intimation  of 
the  matchwithMary  of  Medids, which  took 
place  ten  years  afterwards.  The  Venetian 
and  Italian  states  wished  the  King  to  em- 
brace the  religion  of  his  ancestors,  but 
being  with  reason  afraid/  of  Spun,  were 
desirous  to  be  on  good  terms  with  France, 
and  privately  remitted  a  sum  of  money. 
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not  very  considerable.  "  His  Majesty 
conversed  at  great  length  on  the  subject, 
and  said  that  Divine  Providence  having 
raised  him  beyond  his  hope  or  desire,  to 
an  eminence  which  few  obtain  without 
committing  violence  and  outrage;  he 
hoped  the  examples  of  his  immediate  pre- 
decessors would  be  ever  as  a  warning 
before  his  eyes.  He  was  disposed  to  think 
of  marriage  that  he  might  not  die  child- 
less, as  most  of  them  had  done:  in  reli- 
gion, he  professed  himself  an  enemy  to 
all  animosity,  and  a  friend  to  Christian 
charity;  but  with  respect  to  the  different 
tenets  of  ecclesiastical  establishments,  he 
would  not  be  found  obstinate  in  shutting 
his  ears  to  better  instruction  than  he  had 
hitherto  received.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  not  to  be  compelled  on  this  point : 
and  he  wished  in  a  matter  of  so  great  im- 
portance that  not  himself  alone,  but  many 
pthers  might  be  benefited.  For  this  reason 
he  inclined  to  hope  a  general,  or  even 
national  council,  or  at  least  a  conference 
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might  be  instituted.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  force,  which  he  deprecated  in  his  own 
person,  he  would  offer  to  none;  but 
Would  religiously  uphold  the  Catholic 
faith,  defend  those  who  differed  from  its 
persuasion,  and  provide  as  much  as  in 
him  lay,  in  all  cases,  for  the  safety  and 
tranquillity  of  the  realm.  This,  and 
much  more,  the  prince  said  with  an  im- 
pressive eloquenee,  natural  to  him,  and 
with  tears :  which  marks  of  feeling 
proved  that  he  spoke  the  real  sentiments 
of  his  heart." 

Thuanus  was  sent  this  year  on  a 
mission  fi-om  the  King  to  the  Cardinal  of 
Yendome.  On  the  I4th  of  March  the 
battle  of  Ivry  took  place ;  and  the  King 
was  afterwards  engaged  in  taking  several 
towns.  "  A  common  saying  of  that  day 
was,  that  Henry  had  raised  the  si^e  of 
Dieux  to  gain  the  battle  of  Ivry,  and  had 
retreated  from  Sens  to  take  Paris.  This 
however  was  not  the  case,  for  he  pro- 
tracted the  siege  that  the  capital  of  the 
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kingdom  might  not  be  given  up  to  plun- 
der; so  that  humanity  occasioned  his 
want  of  success."  Meanwhile  Thuanus  ■ 
obtained  leave  to  visit  his  wife,  whom 
he  had  not  seen  for  a  year.  He  was  also 
deputed  to  fetch  the  Chancellor  Chiverni, 
and  almost  lost  his  life  from  travelling  in 
the  heat.  He  lay  sick  of  a  fever  for 
twenty-one  days  in  the  castle  of  Nan- 
touillet,  the  government  of  which  had 
been  entrusted  to  him. 

When  the  si^e  of  Paris  was  raised, 
Thuanus,  taking  with  him  his  wife  and 
all  the  valuables  he  could  collect,  set  out 
from  Nantouillet,  on  his  way  to  the  Tou- 
raine,  where  he  intended  to  reside.  They 
were  met  by  the  enemy,  and  being  with- 
out the  means  of  resistance,  he  escaped 
only  by  the  swiftness  of  his  horse,  but  his 
goods  were  plundered,  and  his  wife  taken 
"prisoner;  and  her  release  was  not  obtain-  . 
ed  without  difficulty. 

The  Viscount  de  Tirenne  proceeding  to 
Germany  to  levy  troops,  it  was  proposed 
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that  Thuanus  should  accompany  bim, 
unless  his  continuance  at  home  should  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  as- 
sistance to  the  Chancellor  Chivemi  in  the 
dispatch  of  business.  But  upon  the  re- 
port of  the  appearance  of  a  third  faction, 
the  King  finally  resolved  to  send  him  to 
Tours  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening 
his  interest  with  the  Cardinal  dc  Ven- 
dome. 

"  The  report  was  not  without  founda- 
tion, and  some  tumults  arbing  at  Tours, 
the  King,  when,  after  the  taking  of 
^artres,  his  affitirs  wore  a  better  aspect, 
summoned  the  Cardinal  and  his  adherents 
to  court  at  Mantes,  where  he  himself 
then  was ;  and  this  sagacious  prince  toot: 
care  to  receive  them  with  such  flattering 
hopes  of  emolument,  that  he  gained  many 
over,  and  made  them  spies  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  rest." 

"  Thuanus  received  a  commission  to 
raise  money  from  all  ranks  of  people, 
either  by "  way  of  loan  or  gratuity ;  and 
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took  a  letter-  from  the  King  to  the  Count 
de  Soissons  who  had  been  confined  9it 
Tours  by  a  quartan  ague,  occasioned  by 
chagrin  at  not  being  present  at  the  battle 
of  Ivry. 

"  Before  he  left  Mantes  the  death  of 
Amyot,  Bishop  of  Auxerre,  Grand  Al- 
moner and  Royal  Librarian,  was  known  ; 
who  was  the  translator  of  Plutarch,  andhad 
been  tutor  to  Charles  IX.  and  Henry  III. 
The  place  of  librarian  was  conferred 
upon  Thuanus. 

"  When  he  returned  in  Pebruary  to  the 
camp  at  Darnetal,  the  King  had  just  re- 
ceived a  slight  wound  from  the  van- 
guard of  the  Duke  of  Farina's  army.  It 
occasioned  great  consternation,  as  the 
pubhc  safety  was  considered  to  depend  on 
his  life." 

"  Henry  asking  one  of  his  officers,  who 
had  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  Duke  of 
Parma,  what  that  nobleman  said  of  the 
late  skirmish,  he  at  first  declined  answer- 
ing, but  being  pressed^  smd,  'the -Duke 
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had  expressed  his  surprize  that  so  great 
a  prince  should  expose  his  person  nnoe- 
cessarily,  and  without  an  adequate  ob- 
ject* This  judgment  being  more  conso- 
liant  to  truth  than  to  the  King's  expec- 
tation, he  exclaimed  with  warmth,  '  that 
it  was  no  wonder  a  general  should  form 
this  opinion,  who  fought  at  the  command 
of  another,  neither  with  his  own  troops 
nor  money;  for  his  part,  he  sustained  the 
whole  care  of  the  war  himself,  and 
through  impatience  of  vexation  and  sus- 
pense, was  often  induced  to  seek  a  termi- 
nation of  his  troubles  with  the  hazard  of 
his  life." 

"  The  blame  of  this  bloody  engagement 
was  attributed  by  Marshal  Brion  to 
Grillon,*  who  coming  after  dinner  into 
the  King's  cabinet  to  excuse  himself,  pro- 


*  This  u  the  same  person  to  whom  Henrv  wrqie 
after  the  battle  of  Arques — *•  Hang  thyself,  l)rave 
Grillon }  we  have  fought  at  Arques,  and  thou  wert 
sot  there," 
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ceeded  to  altercation,  mixed  with  oaths 
and  insolent  expressions.  Hie  king  often 
bade  him  begone,  and  turned  pale  with 
anger,  so  that  the  bye-standers  thought  he 
would  have  seized  a  sword  and  stabbed 
him.  He  afterwards  said  that  having 
found  himself  in  his  youth  prone  to 
passion,  he  kept  a  guard  over  himself 
that  he  might  commit  no  rash  action 
under  its  influence.  All  the  time  of  the 
contention  Brion  lay,  to  appearance^ 
asleep  upon  a  chest,  and  the  louder  it  be- 
came, the  more  profound  were  his  slum- 
bers, though  Grillon  called  him  in  his 
ear  a  snarlihg  mangy  cur.  He  did  well 
to  leave  to  the  King  the  whole  dispute 
with  this  brave  but  quarrelsome  madman." 
Thuanus,  who  had  brought  30,ooo 
crowns  with  him,  was  again  senton  a  simi- 
lar commission  to  Tours.  On  his  road  he 
was  attacked  by  a  violent  fever,  occasioned 
by  a  stay  of  four  months  in  the  pestilen- 
Val  air  of  the  camp.  Malignant  pimples 
broke  out  over  his  loins,  but  be  was  at 
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length  cured  hy  application  of  the  bezoar 
stone.  -In  order  to  shew  his  gratitude  to 
God,  he  published  a  work  in  imitation  of 
the  Prometheus  of  ^schylus,  and  dedi- 
cated it  to  his  dearest  friends  Thumeri 
andDuPuy." 

A  conference  was  this  year  instituted 
between  the  King  and  the  Duke  of  May- 
emie ;  and  *'  the  people,  having  a  little 
breathing-time,  became  as  fond  of  peace, 
as  they  had  before  been  of  war." 

"  At  this  time,  Thuanus  began  his  his- 
torical work,  on  account  of  which  chiefly 
these  memoirs  were  written.  He  had 
formed  the  plan  of  it  fifteen  years  before. 
So  far  from  deriving  his  authorities,  a^ 
his  calumniators  assert,  fi-om  rumours 
and  scattered  pamphlets  only,  he  drew 
them  from  the  very  fountain-head  of  truth, 
from  materials  eoUected  on  his  journies 
in  the  course  of  an  intimacy  with  many 
persons  of  eminence;  from  the  papers 
of  persons  emplpyed  in  public^  affairs. 
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and  those  of  the  four  Secretaries  of  State. 
It  is  true  that  he  read  the  publications 
produced  on  both  sides  during  the  heat 
of  faction;  but  he  diligently  reduced 
them  to  the  scale  of  truth.  Those  who 
know  him,  well  know,  that  however  nu-« 
merous  his  failings,  he  was  always  supe- 
rior to  falsehood;  and  that  like  Epami- 
nondas,  he  never  allowed  himself  to  utter 
an  untruth  even  in  jest.  They  -well 
know  that  from  the  20th  year  of  his  age, 
he  has  lived  in  intimacy  with  men  of  the 
first  repute ;  that  he  has  been  entrusted 
with  various  important  concerns,  and  is 
to  this  day,  with  the  same  established 
character  for  probity  and  virtue.  Let  him 
be  compared  with  other  writers,  and  it 
will  be  found  that  he  has  conjinually  mi- 
tigated the  animosity  of  contending  in- 
terests by  temperate  language,  and  as  a 
judge  in  law  questions,  ever  leaned  to  the 
least  invidious  side :  besides  the  daily 
prayers,  which  every  Christian  ought  to 
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ofler  at  his  rising,  lie  has  told  me*  that 
he  made  one  applicable  to  his  work,  and 
never  sate  down  to  composition  without 
first  begging  God  to  enlighten  him  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  enable  him  to 
follow  its  dictates  without  flattery  or  de- 
traction. This  indeedhe  trustshehasac- 
complished,  except  where  his  judgment 
may  be  deficient,  and  be  confidently  com- 
mits his  work  to  the  unbiassed  sentence 
of  posterity.  To  this  impartial  judge 
lliuanus  permitted  a  fnend  to  inscribe 
some  vcrSes  in  his  name.'* 

These  verses  are  inserted  at  length  in 
the  Appendix.  The  English  reader  may 
form  some  notion  of  the  sentiments  they 
contain  firom  the  subjoined  concise  tran»< 
lation. 

The  criticism  of  Horace  upon  Lucilius 
is  too  appUcable  to  the  poetry  of  Thu- 


*  Thuanus,  it  must  be  remembered,  speaks  of  him- 
self continually  in  the  character  of  a  fxiend. 
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Cum  flueret  lutulenttis,  erat  quod  tollere  vellea  ; 
Garrulus,  alque  pigcr  acribetidi  ferre  laborem.* 

Wiihcareleas  indnlcncc  he  pout'd  his  song; 
Xou'd  ibink  it  muddy,  garrulous,  too  long. 

*•  To   POSTEBITT. 
(Written  March  is,  ifiil.) 
**  Vu  blaTied  at  Paris  and  at  Rome,  because 
A  h>e  to  vice,  the  champion  of  free  laws. 
From  thi))  harsh  censure  whither  shall  I  flee? 
Pos'irily,  impartial  judge,  to  thee. 

Be  thon  my  patron  :  bear  my  plain  defence. 
T.T  ■  honest  boldness  gives  it  seems  offence. 
What  if  servility  had  marked  my  pen. 
Should  I  not  meet  with  equal  censure  then  ? 
Is  not  Truth  virtue,  wltich  lis  blame  bestows 
,0n  guilty  friends,  praise  on  deserving  foes  ? 
filame  un,  ye  sycophants,  who  courts  infest^ 
Ye  swarm  of  dnines  !  my  conscience  is  at  rest. 
The  man,  who  will  his  trust,  wtiboui  a  stain, 
Ta  risk  of  life  and  fortune's  goods  mdntain  j 
Who,  when  his  duly  calls,  despises  gain 
And  pro.titiited  rank  ;  who  strives  lo  be 
And  not  lo  seem— that  man  and  only  he 
Lf  <!  good  citizen  deserves  the  fame  ; 
All  others  are  pretenders  to  the  name. 

•  1  Satyr,  lib.  1,  10.  v.  50. 
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<'  'Tis  said  I'm  tame,  from  favor  Tret  and  hale. 
Towards  the  sectariea  in  Church  and  Sute. — 
My  pen  gives  Catholics  no  fiilsome  praise. 
Yet  their  just  meed  to  several  pontiffs  pays ! 
Perfection  is  nol,  but  in  Heaven  above. 
Some  of  them  err,  and  fhcre  I  dis^prove. 
Should  I  conceal  i  Ah !  'tis  not  to  be  done; 
The  actions  of  the  great  are  always  known. 
'Tis  well  at  least  ihey  think  so ;  for  remove 
The  dread  that  after-ages  will  reprove. 
The  public  censure';  and  you  leave  behind 
Mo  check  that  can  restrain  a  prince's  mind. 
Thou,  who  wouldst  rule  a  willing  people  rifhf. 
Live  ita  thy  house,  expos'd  to  public  sight  r 
Be  a  Publicola  1  ahd  fear  discard ; 
Conscience,  in  stormy  times,  shall  be  thy  goard. 

*'  Some  liberty  besides,  the  times  permit^ 
Frequent  in  pastjuinades  and  scurril  wit. 
These  sarcasms  touch  not  doctrine  sound  at  all. 
Nor  that  true  faith,  which  Peter  sealed  and  Paul, 
Sealed  with  their  blood — which  from  oor  Others  past. 
In  every  place  the  same,  and  sdll  to  last. 

"  In  uttering  simple  truths,  blunt  tho*  I  be. 
And  zealous  too,  'tis  not  Apostacy, 
With  sects  I  leagued  not,  this  Perron  can  tell. 
And  D'Ossat,  did  he  live,  who  knew  me  well. 
The  Protestants  you  praise,  who  merit  hale. 
Granted  :  the  learn'd  and  wise,  the  truly  great, 
Gcniu:4  and  worth,  whatever  country  bore, 
These  have  I  prais'd,  as  good  men  did  before. 
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Lo^grMtErSsmun!    Should  I  rail  in  vain. 
At  one,  who  stands  the  first  in  Learning's  trwnl 
Forbid  it.  Heaven  1     His  faults  are  not  denied : 
He  erred  as  man,  as  man  let  him  be  tried, 

"  Second  divinities  the  taws  I  name : 
All  social  rights  from  Heaven  their  sources  claim. 
And  those,  who  erring  would  the  thought  explode, 
Know  not  that  lawful  pow'r  spnngii  from  God. 

"  Th'  account  of  *Pisa's  synod  some  accuse; 
I  tell  a  well-known  fact  without  abuse. 
But  you  obliquely  lash  the  Holy  See; 
You  who  assert  the  charge,  accuse  not  me. 
My  life  and  habits,  but  bare  words  proclaim ; 
And  here  th'  event  has  justified  the  blame. 

"  Then  the  Pragmatic  Sanotion — fmore  dispute : 
Yet  France  prais'd  this,  when  heresy  was  mute. 
Shall  we  beneath  a  yoke  now  first  incline. 
And  ancient  liberty  of  speech  resign  ? 

"  I  blame  the  Paris  massacre,  and  hence 
The  last  and  flagrant  capital  offence. 
In  harb'rous  triump  round  Rome's  trophied  hall. 
How  at  this  day  remains  the  pictured  wall :  % 

*  Assembled  in  1410,  when  two  contending  pontics 
were  deposed,  and  one  other  chosen, 

t  Instituted  in  1461.  It  maintained  the  authority 
of  General  Councils  to  be  superior  to  that  of  the 
Popes, 

J  The  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  was  represented 
in  painiings  inConstanliae'sHall. 
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But  no  good  Frenchmen  in  this  point  agree^ 
Their  cruel  mockery  we  wiih  horror  •ee. 
Tbey  celebrate  the  woes  of  France,  her  shamej 
A  foul  and  bloody  deed^  unfit  to  name^ 
Condcmn'd  by  edicts,  an  eternal  blot : 
Do  I  then  praise  this  act>  I  praise  it  not. 
No }  I  condemn  and  execrate  the  plan. 
Which  set  at  nought  the  lawi  of  God  and  man* 
Rome,  should  thy  gates  again  admit  the  foe. 
Then  wilt  thou  learn  to  pity  human  woe. 

"  Ah  !  should  religious  wars  again  tctuni. 
How  will  the  desolated  country  mourn: 
Deluged  in  blood,  in  jarring  conflicts  tost. 
Behold  ber  happiness,  her  honor  lost. 
Defbrm'd  is  then  each  peaceful  rural  scene. 
The  village-priest  is  no  where  to  be  seen : 
In  walled  towns  only  he  appears,  and  still 
The  people  hunt  him  as  the  cause  of  ill. 
Alaa  i  what  part  has  Christ  in  this  fierce  strife  i 
Where  is  obeiJience,  innocence  of  life. 
And  bond  uf  lovely  Charity !— Search  through 
A  civil  war,*  no  good  appears  to  view. 

•  The  original  conveys  a  very  quaint  metaphor: 
Belli  civihs  in  asse 
Si  totam  cxcuties,  non  est  semuncia  recti, 
Non  fidei  aut  priscte  pietattn  scrupulus  unus. 

In  a  pound  of  civil  war,' there  is  not  half  an  ounce 
of  integrity,  and  not  one  scruple  of  piety. 
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Tour  carnal  arms,  O  seed  of  Troy>  decline. 
Take  the  Lord's  sword,  and  panoply  divine. 
Schism  is  in  some  a  weakness,  and  no  sin. 
And  these  persuasive  language  best  will  win. 

"  When  thus  escaped  from  Envy's  toil,  and  clear^ 
My  father's  name  is  whisper'd  in  my  ear. 
The  grave  you  open,  break  its  calm  repose,— 
Do  I  in  aught  my  father's  will  oppose? 
Disturb  his  lov'd  remains  ?    And  is  this  said 
Of  me,  before  wbosfe  eyea  that  form,  tbo'  dead. 
Lives  in  imagination  nigbt  and  day; 

Excites  to  noble  deeds,  and  points  the  way  ? 

My  guardian  angel  he  each  thought  inspires. 

And  bids  me  emulate  my  virtuous  sires. 

And  witness,  shades  revered,  first  of  my  tine. 

Your  spotless  name  I  spotless  shall  resign ; 

I've  shunn'd  no  dangers  in  my  country's  cause. 

My  purpose  has  at  least  deserv'd  applause: 

My  soul  shall  join  you,  pure  from  modem-stais. 

My  honor  in  the  silent  grave  remain. 

Fall'n  on  ill  days,  to  envy  bow  I  yield. 

Resign  my  fiinctions,  quit  the  dubious  field. 

Old  as  I  am,  I  do  this  with  good  will,        ' 

And  my  own  former  prophecy  fulfil." 

This  is  the  prophecy  to  which  he  al- 
ludes, which  occurs  at  the  conclusion  of 
•'  The  Art  of  Falconry,"  written  about 
the  year  1575. 
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**  Onr  my  Immble  grave  it  will  be  uid : 
Thuanus,  'mid  the  nniles  of  Fonuoe  bred. 
Of  an  illustrious  race,  wbo  did  before 
Preferment's  honorable  patb  explore; 
By  this  example,  by  ambitioo  Gr'd, 
Aui  by  bis  faUrn's  recent  fame  ioBpir'd ; 
Yet  shunn'd  the  Court,  a  ahoM  where  tempeaUbeat, 
And  sought  the  Muse's  haunts  in  calm  retreat. 
Early  he  souj^t  the  meed  of  letter'd  ease ; 
Vain  pomp,  which  pleas'd  the  many,  faii'd  to  please 
His  tnind,  nor  oould  the  hope  of  wealth  alhire— 
W^dtb,  gaiQ'4  by  spoUs,  that  made  a  nation  poor." 

The  following  passage,  which  is  sub- 
joined to  the  verses  in  the  Memoirs,  was 
perhaps  written  by  Da  Pay,  who  was  in- 
dignant at  the  censure  thrown  on  his 
friend's  work. 

"  Since,  therefore,  Thuanits  made  dp 
sacrifice  to  hatred,  or  afiection,  or  ambi- 
tion;  since  the  sole  aim  of  his  work  was 
to  advance  the  glorj  of  God  and  the  pub- 
lic good  (which  requires  the  publication 
of  the  truth  to  be  transmitted  to  poeten^ 
ty;)  since  he  asserted  nothing  but  on 
siu-e  testimony-and  gr«at  authorities ; — it 
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is  matter  of  astonishment  to  me  that  a 
man  who  injured  none,  but  often  repaid 
good  for  evil,  should  have  experienced 
so  much  the  malice  of  detractors,  who 
have  even  descended  to  asperse  his  private 
life  and  domestic  habits, 

"  He  said  himself  he  was  aware  of  no 
reasons  for  their  outrageous  hatred,  but 
such  as  were  latent,  and  which  his  ca- 
lumniators would  not  avow.  I  began 
therefore  to  consider  what  these  might 
be,  and  upon  mature  reflection  believe 
the  cause  of  offence  to  be,  the  detestation 
he  always  expressed  of  war  entered  upon 
on  account  of  religion,  and  the  advice  he 
gives  for  restoring  primitive  discipline  in 
the  Chucrh,  and  for  convoking  general 
councils  at  stated  times.  His  enemies 
are  particularly  stung  by  what  is' said  con- 
cerning the  national  laws,  "  the  preroga- 
tive, liberties,  privileges,  and  lastly  the 
♦palladium  of  the  realm."     For  in  a  word, 

•  See  Thuaaus's  Preface,  p. 
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they  are  a  company  of  Sinons,  who  watch . 
opportunities  of  enriching  themselTcs  by 
the  ruin  of  others ;  of  invading  the  liber- 
ties of  oppressed  kingdoms ;  of  making  a 
vast  parade  of  exorbitant  power  by  tram- 
pling on  the  crown^  even  at  the  hazard  of 
destruction  to  the  Church. 

"  They  are  vexed,  >  and  wrung  to  the 
heart  at  the  exposure  of  their  wiles. 
Hence,  and  from  ho  other  source,  arise 
those  animosities,  calumnies,  and  that 
torrent  of  scandal.  Hence  an  unlimited 
censure  was  passed  at  Rome,  without 
any  cause  assigned,  on  the  entire  history 
of  Thuanus,  when  only  a  part  had  been 
published:  published  indeed  with  that 
preface  which  galls  them  to  the  quick. 

"  The  lapse  of  'ten  years  has  not 
quenched  the  fury  of  these  zealots.  They 
would  willingly  procure  the  breach  of 
the  peace  we  enjoy ;  for  effectuating 
which  the  author  took  so  much  pains,  by 

*  The  Uietpry  was  first  published  in  160*. 
G  2 
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command  of  tbe  great  Henry,  thirteen 
years  before.  Tbejbare  no  contrition,  ivi 
resignation,  ^o  dependance  on  Providence; 
but  think  the  cause  of  rdigioQ  requires 
for  its  support  conspiracies,  wars,  and 
bloodshed.  Against  those^  who  speak 
with  moderation  <^  die  Frotestaats,  ^vho 
implore  the  aid  of  councils,  they  inreigh 
as  separatists,  lukewarm,  suspicious  cha- 
racters. Broud  and  vaia-^raious,  thef 
delight  in  outward  pojnp,  and  arbitxary 
sway :  covetous,  without  mercy  or  bro- 
theriy  love,  full  of  tiie  wisdtmi  of  the  , 
world,  during  peace  they  make  ready  for 
war,  and  wherever  they  meet  oppositiop, 
persecute  and  demolish  implacably  with 
fire  and  sword. 

"  Such  are  the  men  with  whom  the 
writer  of  the  Annals  is  at  variance.  To 
maintain  (as  he  has  done)  the  national 
liberties  and  honor  against  foreign  arti- 
fice, to  vindicate  the  King's  power  by  a 
sketch  of  the  Gallic  laws,  and  to  ward 
the  sword  from  his  sacred  person,  is  at 
2 
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tike  present  ia.j  conndefed  a  oisw  and 
trcasoa  against  God.  lime  was>  that  be 
•who  acted  (hui,  would  faave  been  deemed 
wortfaj  of  an  oaken  crown,  and  a  trinmpb, 
but  now  our  enemies  have  so  &r  prerailed 
in  trampiing  on  the  dignity  of  the  nation 
and  of  the  soTcreign,  that  the  same  per- 
son  is  ccmeldercd  as  juophane,  and  ex- 
communicate— 

Tmte  jacet  eunctn  erttaadaattae  bidmt&l. 
As  if  Watted  hy  I^uusg;',  •>  be  fhuira'd  by  all 
nuokiiut. 

But  I  cheek  my  pen.  and  beg  pardon  of 
the  reader.  If  in  so  juet  a  canse,  and  in  the 
defence  of  tm  innocent  person,  I  hare 
launched  out  too  fat  and  with  some  de- 
gree of  heat,  which  he  would  neither 
faave  done  nor  consented  to." 

Tlntenus  resided  at  Tours  the  remain- 
der of  the  year,  with  his  wife;  and  was 
employed  in  the  eomposition  of  his  his- 
tory, having  previously  furnished  himsalf 
with  boi^  taiA  materials  fron  his  bbiai^ 
in  Paris. 
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-The  following  year,  the  King  bring  re- 
conciled to  the  Church,  though  not  yet 
favoured  by  the  Pope,  was  consecrated  at 
Chartres  by  Nicholas,  bishop  of  the  place, 
and  uncle  to  Thuanus.  Paris  was  like- 
wise delivered  to  the  Royalists  by  the 
Governor  Brissac.  "  It  was  hoped  that 
the  Parliament  would  not  be  restored 
until  the  return  of  those  faithful  adhe- 
rents to  the  King,  namely  Harlay,  Thu-  ' 
anus  and  others,  who  had  exercised  juris- 
diction for  five  years  at  Toure.  But  the 
intrigues  of  Francis  d'O,  who  thought  to 
obtain  popularity  by  depressing  the  Par- 
liament, preyailed  so  far  as  to  frustiate 
this  expectation." 

"  This  year  the  Jesuits  were  bani^ed, 
a  measure  which  Thuanus  approved  as 
conducive  to  the  public  good,  but  grieved 
at  the  same  time  to  lose  the  society  of 
their  provincial,  Du  Puy,  his  intimate 
friend." 

Charles,  Duke  of  Guise,  son  of  Henyy, 
who  was  assassinated  at  Blois,  made  his 
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peace  with  the  King ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Sully  and  Tbuanus  arranged  the  condi- 
tions. 

He  then  returned  to  his  studies,  which 
were  only  interrupted  by  hia  attendance 
on  the  Venetian  embassadors,  who  came 
to  Paris  with  great  pomp.  He  wrote 
also  a  copy  of  rerses,  containing  120  lines, 
expressive  of  the  un  w  il  Unghess  with 
Trhich  he  had  first  joined  the  Court,  and 
the  joy  it  would  afford  him  to  leave  it. 

They  conclude  thus— 

Jamque  adeo  ad  Mugas  alque  otia  blanda  relabor  j 
Sera  licet,  cer(aeal,que  venit  iad£  ulus. 

Back  to  the  Muse  I  steal,  and  calm  repose. 
Whence  happiness,  tho'  late,  sectirtly  flows. 

This  year  Ai^stin,  President  a  Mor- 
tier,  died ;  and  Thuanus  succeeded  to  the 
Te version  of  his  place.  "  He  shewed  his 
moderation  before,  when  be  would  not 
accept  the  office  at  Tours ;  and  he  would 
not  now  enter  the  Parliament,  till  he  had 
paid  due  respect  to  bis  uncle's  remains," 
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Upon  some  alarm  which  hid  arisen 
among  the  Protestants,  lest  their  interests 
should  not  be  sufficiently  consulted,  the 
King  appointed  a  commiasioner  to  treat 
with  them ;  and  his  nomination  fell  on 
Thuanus.  "  He  being  busUy  occufHed  in 
prirate  with  his  history,  and  the  arrai^e' 
ment  of  his  domestic  affitirs,  received  the 
information  very  unexpectedly ;  and  ap- 
prehensive, from  experience,  of  incurring 
odium  and  calnmny  both  in  France  acid 
at  Rome  in  the  conduct  of  so  ddicate  an 
affair,  resolutely  after  repeated  solicita- 
tions, declined  engaging  in  it.  He  bow't' 
ever  went  with  Schomberg  into  the  Tou- 
raine,  for  the  purpose  of  treating  with 
Louise,  widow  of  Henry  III.  and  the 
Duke  de  Mercoeur  her  brother." 

There  he  received  the  distressing  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  his  friend  Peter 
Pithou,  the  companion  and  director  of 
his  studies.  His  spirits  were  mudi  de- 
pressed by  this  event ;  and  he  had  even 
thoughts  of  abandoning    bis   bi^toric^ 
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work.  To  Kkhoa  the  wtfcld  is  indebted 
for  the  tint  publication  of  FhosdiW  fii- 
hies,  and  fiw  mur^  o^r  literary-  works. 
H«  was  ia  «U  respects  one  of  the  most 
einintiat  men  of  tuft  age ;  and  Tbnantts 
has  ddineated  his  diaiacter  with  all  the 
Warmth  of  adectioo  in  bis  history,  and  in 
a  letter  written  aboot  the  time  of  his 
death  to  Casauboa.  As  these  accounts 
throw  some  light  apon  the  character  of 
the  author,  at  well  as  of  bis  friend,  they 
are  here  in  part  subjoined. 

*  "  Pithon  was  bom  at  Tro^e^  and 
descended  from  an  iUasttious  ikmily,  and 
deservvs  to  be  ranked  among  the  greatest 
men  of  our  time,  on  acoovnt  of  his  inte- 
grity, unaiRcted  pietf,  genius,  deep  and 
extensive  knowledge,  and  acute  diaccm- 
mcnt.  He  was  continually  occupied  for 
the  public  good,  partioularly  in  searching 
out  and  ducidating  the  remains  of  ancient 
literature,  and  in  mcotiraging  and  assist- 

•  Hilt.  lib.  117. 
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ing  others  who  had  the  same  object  in 
view.  Le  Fevre  said  with  justice,  that 
no  person  knew  any  one  author  better 
than  Pithou  knew  the  works  of  all  the 
Greek  and  Latin  writers ;  which  he  had 
perused,  without  a  single  exceptioh.  He 
had  gained  a  most  accurate  knowledge  of 
all  particulars  relative  to  French  history, 
customs,  manners,  and  descriptions  of 
places  ;  and  had  transcribed  with  his  own 
hand  many  old  records  belonging  to  mo- 
nasteries, towns,  and  pubUc  archives. 

"  In  civil  law,  so  great  were  his  attain- 
ments, that  it  was  said  of  him  and  his  il- 
lustrious preceptor,  Cujacius,  ''If  the  tutor 
prevented  his  pupil  from  being  iliejirst, 
the  pupil  on  the  other  hand  prevented  him 
from  being  the  only  civilian.'* 
"  These  excelleut  swcomplishments  would 
separately  stamp  a  dignity  on  any  cha- 
racter; united  together,  they  give  the 
highest  liMtre  to  that  of  Pithou.  Tet 
bow  little  a  part  do  they  all  form  of 
that  essen<£  of  wisdom,    ivhich  by  % 
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happy  combination  of  talent  and  jadg< 
ment^  perfected  in  a  course  of  study* 
reading,  and  habitual  experience,  he  had 
extracted  fi'om  the  nch  stores  of  anti- 
quity  }  How  far  short  are  they  of  that 
prudence  in  a^rs  which  enabled  him 
not  only  to  judge  with  equal  facility  and 
equity  of  private  business,  and  of  l^al 
concerns,  but  also  to  determine  wisely 
concerning  the  best  interests  of  the  state, 
to  look  forward  to  remote  events,  and  to 
guard  against  impending  and  dreadful 
contingencies  ? 

"Although  he  was  of  all  men  most  free 
fi'om  ambition,  and  the  only  splendor  of 
his  life  was  that  which  he  derived  from 
his  virtues,  and  although  he  always  re- 
jected honors,  even  if  voluntary  offered ; 
yet  feeling,  as  he  did,  an  ardent  desire 
tp  benefit, his  country,  he  never  desisted 
from  admonishing  and  exhorting  those 
who  faappefied  to  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  afiairs,  and  su^esting  to  them  any 
approved  expedients  which  his  knowledge 
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of  antiquity  supplied,  or  w&idi,  firom  a 
peculiar  acuteness  and  solidity  of  judg- 
ment, he  bad  himself  discovered.  On 
their  part,  they  never  entered  upiMk  aaj 
aflair  of  great  momoit  till  they  had  pre- 
viously consulted  Kthoa,  so  tbat  h« 
may  be  said  to  hare  transacted  the  pnUie 
busuiess  in  retirement,  and  to  have  been 
aperpetnal  magistrate  without  the  insignia 
of  office.  The  innocence  and  undeviatii^ 
tenor  of  prolnty  which  characterized  bis 
life,  procured  him  the  reputation  not 
merely  of  a  most  learned  lawyer,  and 
a  most  prudent  civilian,  but  of  an  bonest 
patriot,  and  a  truly  good  man.  He  died 
on  his  birtb-day,  at  the  age  of  fif^ 
seven. 

"  Upon  the  death  of  my  incomparable 
friCTid,  the  partner  of  all  my  cares,  my 
counsellor  in  literary  studies,  ^nd  in  po- 
litical counsels,  the  web  of  histtHy 
which  I  had  begun  to  weave  fell  from  my 
hands ;  and  I  should  nevisr  luive  resumed 
my  labors,  unless  I  had  thought  it  a  td* 
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Inite  due  to  the  memoiy  of  a  man  who 
had  merited  »o  much  from  me  and  fnHn 
mj  coxmUy,  to  complete  with  what  as- 
tiataoee  I  could  procnre,  a  wock  com- 
menced at  his  instigation,  whidi  he  con* 
sidered  likdj  to  be  of  public  benefit,  and 
wbicfa  1  lud  it  in  contemplatioa  to  con- 
tinue under  the  sanction  of  hb  concur- 
rence alone." 

The  following  letter  Hinuius  addressed 
to  Caaaubon  on  the  same  subject.  It  is 
dated  Tours,  Nov.  25,  isqO. 

*'  When  I  was  latdj  at  Angers  (whi- 
ther I  had  been  sent  by  the  King,  with 
the  ilhistrioos  Gaspard  de  Schonibetg, 
for  the  business  of  reconciling  Bretagne  to 
the  peace),  I  received  the  melancholy 
news  of  Peter  Pithou'sdeadi.  I  was  con-^ 
founded,  as  you  may  wdl  imagine,  by  so 
unexpected  a  calamity ;  and  having  no 
person  near  me,  who  entertained  a  just 
sense  of  my  loss,  or  ii^d  whose  bosom  I 
could  pour  my  grief,  I  became  incomso- 
hAM.    Forgetting  myael^  I  ahnost  for- 
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got  my  office  and  dignity.  I  se^  not  to 
excuse  to  you  this  weakness  and  imbed* 
lityofmindto  which  I  yielded  for  the 
same  circumstance  might  have  happened 
to  a  person  of  thd  greatest  resolution. 
How  good  and  great  a.  man  Kthou 
was,  you  know,  who  had  no  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  him ;  his  merits  are 
known  to  those  whom  a  still  greater 
distance  separated  from  us;  you  will 
therefore  less  wonder  that  those  who  en- 
joyed bis  familiar  friendship  and  agreeable 
intercourse,  should  receive  his  death  with 
a  degree  of  impatience. 

"  For,  let  me  ask,  what  pleasure  can  be 
more  sweet  than  the  conversation  of  a 
friend  alike  pious  and  wise,  and  learned 
beyond  imagination  ? 

"  Besides  an  uncommon  and  accurate 
science,  and  a  knowledge  of  all  ancient 
history,  particularly  ecclesiastical,  of  civil 
law  and  polite  learning,  he  possessed 
the  strictest  probity  of  morals,  without 
dissimulation  or  ambition,  and  the  most 
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consummate  skill  and  prudence  in  world- 
\y  afiairs.  In  public  business  espedally 
be  had  sucb  discernment  and  foreaigbt, 
that  though  he  lived  in  retirement,  those 
who  directed  the  helm  of  state,  applied  to 
him  for  advice  as  to  an  oracle,  and  be- 
lieved their  counsels  to  be  better  calcu- 
lated and  established,  as  often  as  he  ad- 
vised or  approved  them.  Therefore  no 
matter  of  great  and  serious  moment  was 
privately  debated  by  the  best  of  our  great 
men  either  at  the  court  or  in  the  city,  or 
carried  from  thence  to  a  public  consulta- 
tion, which  had  not  been  first  communi- 
cated to  him,  and  submitted  to  his  exami- 
nation. These  things  those  who  never 
saw  him  knew  not,  though  in  other  re- 
spects they  may  be  np  strangers  to  the 
name  of  Pithou. 

"  For  my  part,  I  was  happy  in  bis 
friendship,  as  long  as  it  was  al- 
lowed me  to  enjoy  it;  and  as  by  his 
death  I  lost  the  only  assistant  and  guide 
of  my  counsels  and  studies,  I  felt  so  much 
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concern,  that  I  should  hare  been  disused 
to  bid  &rewdl  to  all  my  studies/  and  even 
to  the  Commonwealth  itaelf  (to  which  it 
bad  pleased  God  to  render  me  ia  some 
■way  serviceable)^  if  I  bad  not  been 
withheld  hy  the  noble  cdmonttions  cf 
that  very  man,  ^hoae  decease  fiUs  me 
with  so  mnch  grief,  xanaimog  Bx^  in 
my  memory.  For  it  canw  into  my  mind, 
that  whenever  he  saw  nae  in  dejection 
and  despmr  at  the  aspect  of  public  afiair^ 
be  used  to  nuse  my  spirits  by  this  aigu- 
m«it,  viz.  that  although  his  own  presages 
on  the  subject  were  no  leas  dismal  than 
mine,  yet  good  citizens,  lite  brave  sol* 
diers,  were  placed  by  the  chief  commimd* 
er  in  a  certain  station,  which  ought  Hot 
to  be  deserted  in  the  worst  of  times. 

"  In  a  word,  he  was  a  man  born  for 
for  the  public  good : — leaving  by4he  great- 
ness of  his  genius  and  talents  embraced  a 
knowledge  of  universal  science,  and  by 
his  admirable  prudence  attained  consum* 
mate  skill  in  public  business,  he  suffered 
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no  time  to  pass  unemployed  in  serious 
occupations;  but  either  with  a  view  of 
doing  service  to  posterity  published  the 
monuments  of  antiqnity>  discorered  and 
illustrated  by  his  own  diligence,  or  was 
engaged  in  promotii^  the  endearors  and 
labors  of  others  for  the  general  good,  or 
lastly  assisted  his  frieada  with  prudent 
advice.  Ther^ore  tljose  persons,  upon 
wbom  Qod  has  betowed  great  talents* 
ought  industnously  to  emulate  so  laud- 
able a  disposition  for  promoting  the  best 
interests  of  mankind,  and  thus  recom- 
mend to  posterity  the  memory  of  so  grrat 
a  man. 

"  For  you,  most  learned  Casaubon»  he 
always  entertained  a  more  than  common 
affection,  and  used  to  say  that  you  were 
the  only  man  of  the  s^,  who,  notwith-< 
standing  the  banishment  of  learning  du- 
ring the  dvil  wars,  kept  alive  the  hope 
of  its  return,  and  prevented  us  from 
thinking  its  state  desperate.  I  particu-  . 
larly  remember  that,  in   a  conversation 
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on  literary  subjects,  I  once  sho\red  him 
a  letter  of  my  friend  Scaliger's,  in  which 
he  said  that  even  envy  allowed  you  to 
have  obtained  the  principal  place  amongst 
the  learned :  and  Pithou  was  highly 
pleased  with  that  great  man's  testimony 
in  your  favor,  and  used  to  express  his  sa- 
tisfaction, that  God  had  raised  you  up  to 
oppose  the  barbarous  ignorance  (so  he 
termed  it)  which  impended  over  iis. 
Accoidingly  it  was  by  his  advice  that  I 
sent  you  an  invitation  to  come  amongst 
us ;  and  I  fancy  he  pressed  the  sapie  thing 
himself  in  letters  that  passed  between 
you.  That  good  man,  who  had  the  pub- 
lic good  solely  in  view,  hoped  some  ad- 
vantage might  result  to  the  world  from 
your  mutual  communication,  and  that  he 
should  give  you  no  reason  to  repent  of 
a  ^miliar  intercourse  with  him.  A  great 
number  of  things,  dther  from  declining 
age  or  from  the  burthen  of  business,  he 
was  himself  unable  to  attend  to ;  which 
he  would  willingly  have  delivered  to  your 
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management,  who  were  both  younger 
and  had  more  leisure,  and  which  he 
thought  you  would  not  have  been  disin- 
clined to  undertake. 

"  These  arrangements,  in  consequence 
of  his  death,  are  partly  lost,  partly  in  such 
confusion,  that  Nicholas  Le  Ferre  (aa  - 
excellent  man  and  his  dear  friend,  with 
whom  he  lived  in  the  city  during  the  ca- 
lamitous times  in  perfect  union,  and  who 
for  that  reason  was  admitted  to  a  know- 
ledge of  his  schemes)  is  the  only  person 
who  can  collect,  put  together,  and  com- 
plete them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render 
them  of  general  benefit.  I  shall  not  cease 
to  solicit  him  with  repeated  exhortations 
to  make  the  attempt. 

"  Meanwhile  I  hope  you  will  not  be 
displeased  at  this  perhaps  too  prolix  ac- 
count of  my  grief;  and  with  your  usual 
goodness  oblige  me,  since  I  know  you 
will  partidpate  in  my  concern,  by  testi- 
fying it  in  your  writings  to  posterity.  He, 
if  any  man  of  the  age,  certainly  deserved 
H   3 


^cb,  Google 


iOO  THE  UFE  OF  [1557, 

that  his  hamef  sulficiently  celebrated  in  it- 
self, should  be  transmitted  with  the  honor- 
able panegyrics  of  bis  illustrious  contem- 
poraries. That  you  will  do  this  youraelf, 
(for  you  are  able)  and  exhort  others  who 
are  competent  to  do  the  same,  I  cannot 
but  earnestly  entreat. 

"  Farewell ;  and  remember  to  acquaint 
me  often  with  your  concerns  and  studies: 
tor  be  assured*  that,  in  this  sea  of  human, 
troubles,  nothing  affords  me  more  com- 
fbrtthanyour letters.  Once  morefarewell.'* 

The  life  of  Thuanus,  on  account  of  his 
public  situation,  necessarily  includes  at 
this  period  some  account  of  national  af- 
&irs.  The  winter  was  spent  in  a  fruitless 
negociation  with  the  Duke  de  Mercosur ; 
and  the  commissioners  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  the  Protestants  had  no  better 
success.  Schombei^,  and  Thuanus,  not- 
withstanding his  former  scruples,  were  at 
length  joined  in  this  commission. 

**  The  surprisal  of  Amiens  by  the  Spa- 
niards at  this  time  spread  consternation 
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tbroughoat  the  Ungdom.  It  was  feared 
that  the  old  troubles  would  ariae  a^un ; 
and  the  Protestants,  alarmed  lest  their 
persecutors  should  obtain  superiority,  fled 
to  arms>  and  entered  into  secret  league! 
among  themselves  for  ensuring  not  onlj^ 
their  own  safety,  but  •  that  of  the  king- 
dom, llie  King  took  measures  for  dis- 
possessing the  Spaniards,  which  were 
finally  successful,  and  by  his  valor  and 
conduct  restored  tranquillity  to  the  realm. 
The  Protestants,  placing  a  dependance  oh 
his  resolution,  b^an  to  hope  for  a  pe> 
manent  establishment  under  him;  and 
thus  a  foundation  was  laid  for  the  edict, 
allowing  them  the  free  ■  exercise  of  thei* 
religion,  which  passed  in  tbe  following 
year,  and  was  named  the  edict  of  Nantes, 
from  the  place  where  it  was  first  promul- 
gated. 

"  During  the  siege  of  Amiens  by  the 
King,  two  Protestant  noblemen,  the 
Dukes  de  Bouillon  and  De  la  TremouiUe, 
■Who  had  received  orders  to  levy  troops. 
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neglected  to  advance  in  support  of  the 
royal  troops.  Henry  conceived  great  dis* 
pleasure  at  their  remissness  in  this  point 
of  duty,  and  even  shewed  himself  ofiended 
with  Thuanus,  because  he  had  attempted 
to  palliate  their  conduct  by  letter,  though 
at  the  same  time  he  expostulated  sharply 
with  them  in  private.  His  defence  of  the 
young  Prince  of  Conde  and  his  mother, 
two  years  before,  had  brought  him  into 
much  trouble,  though  he  acted  on  this  as 
on  all  other  occasions,  with  the  most  up- 
right intentions. 

"  While  Thuanus,  with  the  other  com- 
missioners, Calignon  and  de  Vic,  waited 
at  Chinon,  to  lay  before  the  King  condi- 
tions proposed  by  the  Protestants,  relative 
to  the  edict  afterwards  passed  at  Kantes ; 
circumstances  occurred  not  perhaps  un- 
worthy of  finding  a  place  in  a  ^miliar 
narrative  like  the  present.  The  Commis- 
sioners lodged  at  the  beat  house  in  the 
place,  which  had  formeriy  belonged  to 
Francis  Rabelais,  a  gentleman,  who,  not-> 
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withstanding  his  eminent  skill  in  the 
Greek  and  Latin  languages^  and  in  his 
profession  of  physic,  laid  aside  serious 
studies,  and  abandoned  himself  to  de- 
bauchery and  intemperance.  Addicting 
bimself  to  the  *art  of  laughing  (which  he 
used  to  say  was  peculiar  to  man)  with  the 
freedom  of  a  Democritus,  and  in  a  scurri- 
lous stile,  he  wrote  a  most  ingenious 
book;  wherein,  under  feigned  names,  he 
brought  all  sorts  of  men  and  characters, 
as  it  were,  upon  the  stage,  and  exposed 
them  to  ridicule.  The  circumstance  of 
hiis  house  being  at  that  time  conVerted 
into  an  iim,  where  there  were  perpetual 
carousals,  suggested  to  Thuanus  the  fol- 
lowing verses,  which  were  written  with- 
out premeditation."  Their  light  style 
proves  that  he  possessed  considerable  veis 
satility  of  talent. 

Ipse  Rajiljbsius  rtftdnvvMi; loquitur. 
Sic  vixi,  ut  TUtisse  mihi  jocus,  atque  legenti 
Quos  vivas  icripsi  sit  jocus  u^que  jocos. 

*  Anem  Ridendi, 
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Per  risum  atque  {ocos  bom'ini  data  vita  fruenda. 

Inter  amareacit  seria  felle  magis. 
Et  nunc  DC  placidos  IcdaDtquoqueseria  maneSi 

Cavit  Echionii  provida  cura  Dei  i 
Nam  quie  a  patre  domiis  fiierat  Chinone  relicta. 

Qua  vitreo  Lemovix  amne  *  Yigenna  fluit, 
Postquam  abii,  communis  in  ugum  versa  taberaar* 

LctiGco  jtrepitu  nocte  dieque  sonat. 
Bidet  in  hie  hospes  pemox^  ridetur  in  horto. 

Cum  populua  fnto  cesaat  in  urbc  iie, 
llbiaque  inflato  saltantes  incitat  utre. 
Tibia  PictontcoB  docta  ciere  modos. 
£t  qus  musEBum  domino,  qux  cella  libellla, 

Nectareo  spumat  nunc  apotheca  mere. 
Si  mihi,  post  minimum  vitie  tam  suavitcr  actunif 

Dent  hodii  ad  priscoe  fata  ndire  joooi, 
Jioa  ii'ik  patriaa  tedex  mcrcede  Iocare> 
Vendere  non  alii  conditione  velim. 

Babblak,  the  Jester,  speaks. 
A  life  of  laughter  I  thought  best. 
And  made  of  life  itself  a  je«t. 
A  jest  my  witty  writings  are* 
Perpetual  antidotes  to  caret 
Man  wants  a  laughing  lively  scene, 
Todisaipate  his  gatb'ring spleen. 

Now  I'm  dead,  the  god  of  wine. 
Preserves  to  me  this  love  of  mine, 

*  A  rirer  in  ihe  IdmoisiD, 
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Mtking  of  my  pttenMl'beDae 
An  uiii,  a  place  where  all  caroute* 
From  mora  to  night,  and  all  night  long 
Tfaeguest  there  sings  hia  merry  song  j 
With  meniment  the  rooms  Tesound^ 
And  the  gudeos  farthest  bound. 
tArj  study,  dooni'd  itt  form  to  loit. 
Now  is  tum'd  to  better  use ; 
No  musty  books  they  there  consign. 
But  Btote  of  casks  of  gen'nnia  wine. 
CoaM  I  ]iiit't  link  «psn  renew. 
And  earthly  rcpons  once  more  Tiew, 
Oh,  how  happy  should  I  be 
In  this  scuie  of  jollity. 
On  no  terms  could  T  so  well. 
My  paternal  mansion  sell. 

"  One  Beoiunont,  calling  himself  a  gen- 
tleman, being  found  guilty  of  magic  at 
J^ngouleme,  had  appealed  to  the  parlia- 
ment." In  his  way  to  Paris,  a  lady  of 
quality  detained  him,  from  curiosity,  at 
Chinon;  and  there  he  avowed,  in  the 
presence  of  C%Iignon,  that  he  entertained 
commerce  with  aerial  and  bearenly  spi- 
nts,  who  were  hy  nature  beneficent. 
SiMCcererSi  on  the  contrary,  he  said»  were 
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goreraed  by  terrestnal  and  subterraneous 
demons,  of  malignant  qualities.  Hiuanus 
calls  his  pretence  vain  and  impious ;  but 
it  appears  that  he  was  executed  aftet'- 
wards  at  Faris>  upon  an  alle^d  convic- 
tion of  the  crime  of  magic. 

**  A  priest  was  accused,  while  the  King 
was  at  Nantes,  of  contriving  his  Majesty's 
death  by  magical  arts,  and  of  concealing 
in  a  secret  chamber  an  image  of  wax, 
stuck  with  pins,  intended  to  represent 
the  King,  and  to  influence  his  health." 

These  incidents  shew  the  popular  su- 
perstition of  the  times,  which  an  age  of 
greater  knowledge  and  refinement  dis- 
cards with  contempt.  The  trials  for 
witchcraft  in  England,  which  occurred 
not  long  after  the  period  here  spoken  of, 
are  notorioas. 

"  Thuanus  continued  to  employ  upon 
his  history  what  Idsure  hours  he  could 
snatch  from  business..  After  the  edict 
was  concluded  and  sealed,  he  was  dis- 
patched to  Paris  to  manage  its  promul-^ 
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gation  in  the  parliament,  and  to  prc;:ur  r 
that  it  should  be  passed  with  tranqmiiiiv, 
before  the  Action  of  the  League,  still  for- 
midable, though  depressed,  could  e^ct 
any  opposition  to  it.  His  presence  was 
considered  of  so  much  importance  on 
the  occasion,  that  bis  appointment  of  am- 
bassador to  Venice,  to  which  he  had  been 
nominated,  was  transferred  to  another. 

He  expenenced  this  year  deep  afiUction 
from  the  death  of  his  friends,  Schomberg 
and  Chivemi. 

As  the  King  had  shewed  kindness  to 
the  Protestants  by  the  edict  of  Nantes, 
lie  found  himself  compelled  on  the  other 
hand  to  concede  something  to  the  Pope, 
and  for  this  purpose  the  reception  of  the 
decrees  of  the  Council  of  Trent  was  agi- 
tated. "  This  matter  is  slightly  touched 
in  the  history,  and  requires  therefore  a 
Either  explanation  in  this  pl^ce  from 
Thxianus's  common-place*  book." 

•  This  sentence,  taken  from  "  The  Memoirs,"  in- 
dicates that  tbey  are  a  compilaUon. 
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*'  The  courtiers  and  heads  of  the  Pro- 
testant party  were  first  gained  over  to  this 
measure ;  and  the  next  step  was  to  in- 
fluence the  parliament.  The  King  sent 
notice  to  the  First  President,  de  Harlaj 
who  was  considered  adverse  to  it^  that  he 
would  come  and  visit  him,  in  order  that 
he  might  confer  on  the  matter;  for  th6 
President  was  ill  in  bed.  The  Catholics 
hoped  that  the  surprize  and  honor  of  the 
royal  visit  would  prevent  his  opposition. 
But  he  declined  the  meeting  on  account 
of  the  state  of  his  health,  and  thpy  were 
thus  disappointed. 

*'  The  King  had  already  set  out  in  his 
chariot,  and  turned  aside  to  the  hotel  of 
Zamet.  Thither  Thuanus  repaired  by 
summons,  and  the  King  privately  in- 
formed him  of  the  business.  But  he, 
finding  himself  the  only  President  present, 
thought  the  more  caution  necessary;  and 
declined  giving  an  opinion,  lest  it  should 
embarrass  his  future  conduct,  when  the 
matter  came  before    Parliament.      The 
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King,  however,  insisting  upon  it,  he  at 
lafit  said,  '  That  be  foresa'w  the  measuxe 
would  be  attended  with  great  difficulty;  * 
for  that  there  was  no  instance  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  French  monarchy  of  a  recep- 
tion of  a  council  into  the  kingdom.  The 
only  precedent  at  all  in  point  was  the 
Pragmatic  sanction,  and  ninety  out  of 
one  hundred  counsellors  would  refer  to 
it  ;  which  reference  would  certainly  give 
much  umbrage  to  the  Pope/  Upon  this 
the  King,  who  had  a  great  share  of  pru- 
dence, but  had  been  in  this  instance  ill- 
advised,  broke  up  the  meeting,  by  saying, 
**  Do  not  suppose  that  you  are  called 
hither  to  determine  ultimately  on  the 
publication  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  but 
rather  to  consult  some  method  of  satisfy- 
ing on  this  head,  the  Pope,  the  realm, 
and  all  parties,  as  much  as  maybe." 

"  Soon  after  followed  the  conference  be- 
tween Du  Plessis  Momay  and  the  Bishop 
of  Evrcttx;  at  Fontainebleau ;  and  the 
King's  expedition  into  Savoy. 
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"  Thuanus  met  with  ill-will  from  tlw 
promulgation  of  a  foody  of  statutes  for 
the  University  of  Paris.  On  account  of 
the  new  doctrine  disseminated  by  foreign- 
ers, of  deposing  and  murdering  kings, 
some  articles  were  inserted  in  them  which 
secretly  galled  the  factious.  These  per- 
nicious notions  have  however  gained 
ground." 

In  1601,  our  author  was  elected  Tem- 
poral Father  and  Protector  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Francis,  throughout  the  kingdom 
of  France. 

In  the  same  year  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  5th  of 
August,  the  fourteenth  anniversary  of 
their  marriage>  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of 
her  age.  He  erected  a  marble  monument 
and  statue  to  her  in  the  church  of  St.  An- 
drew of  the  Arches,  and  gave  immediate 
vent  to  his  grief  by  an  effusion  of  unpre- 
ineditated  verses  to  the  number  of  a  hun- 
dred ;  which  express  much  pious  resigna- 
tion, and  celebrate  the  tender  disposition. 
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and  domestic  virtues  of  the  deceased,  who 
is  said  to  hare  made  a  constant  practice  of 
praying  three  times  daily,  to  have  dedi- 
cate! the  raonuDg  to  the  perusal  of  the 
scriptures  and  devout  meditation,  and  to 
have  employed  the  remainder  of  her  time 
m  attention  to  &mily  afiairs.  She  left 
no  children,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the 
afflicted  poet,  *'  Her  virtues  leave  suffi- 
cient pledges  to  recal  to  your  mind, 
O  Thuanus,  the  lively  ioiage  of  your  be- 
loved consort;  and  wiil  serve  as  an  in- 
structive lesson  to  teach  you  bow  to  die, 
when  the  appointed  hour  arrives." 

The  Memoira  of  Thuanus  here  termi- 
nate abruptly ;  and  what  relates  to  the 
publication  of  bis  history,  and  the  re- 
maining sixteen  years  of  his  life  (for  he  died 
in  lOi7)  is  to  be  gathered  from  other 
sources.  Buckley  has  printed,  in  the 
seventh  volume  of  his  edition,  an  ample 
and  judicious  collection  of  materials  re- 
lative to  his  author.  From  these  the  fol- 
fomng  account  is  principally  derived, 
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Hiuanus's  Frefiicc,  addressed  to  King 
Henry  IV.  is  dated  I  do  1,  and  alludes  to 
the  birth  of  the  Dauphin,  afterwards 
Lewis  XIII,  which  took  place  in  Sep- 
tember of  that  year.  The  licence  for 
printing  was  not  issued  till  two  tcats 
after,  Oct.  I0o3,  and  the  first  part  of  the 
history,  consisting  of  eighteen  books,  was 
first  published  at  ^ris  in  1004. 

The  reception  the  work  met  witb  at 
Home  may  be  collected  from  the  follow- 
iag  extracts  of  letters,  written  by  Thua- 
nus  to  his  friends,  the  Cardinal  Joycuse 
and  M.  Du  Puy,  who  were  then  at  Rome. 
They  evidently  allude  to  some  strictures 
on  the  history,  which  had  reached  the 
author's  ears. 

"  The  latter  part  of  the  fourth  book,  and 
the  beginning  of  the  fifth,  where  the 
narration  relates  to  the  Popes  Paul  III. 
and  Julius  JIT.  I  wish  unsaid  and  un- 
written, out  of  that  reverence  to  the  Holy 
6ce,  which  I  have  during  my  life  enter- 
tained, and  will  preserve  until    death. 
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For  I  do  n6t  think  that  a  laxity  of  morals 
can  dissolve  the  obligations  to  doctrine 
and  discipline  incumbcDt  upon  all.  These 
are  also  iny  isfentimcnts*  concerning  other 
similar  passages,  if  sndi  occoti  in  die 
history. 

"  With  rqgard  to  the  expression,  "  be 
departed  to  a  better  life,"  I  do  not  re- 
member to  hare  used  it  concemii^  aay 
notork>us  heretic,  or  one  who  ei^aged  in 
theolc^cal  controveiBies..  But  I  may 
peiiiapsha^c. applied  the  woods,  without 
reflection,  to  some  worthy .  Broteataat. 
Indeed  Christian  charity  oblige  us  to 
hope  the  best  in  cases  respecting  penons, 
who  have .  not  eired  wiliuUy,  b<it  have 
imbibed  theic  tenets  in  consequence  of  an 
education  among  Soctaries.  Keithet  do  I 
write  in  the  character  of  a  Theotog^, 
1»it  as  a  >#a/i,  who  has  compassion  for  his 
brethren ;  and  who  is  obliged  to  r^ulate 
hi^  condpct  towards  all  mankind  by  the 
lawfraiid  custo^is  of  the  times,  particu.- 
larly  those  of  his  own  nation." 
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Thuanus  defends  id  general  tafmby  the 
freedoln  and  impartiaJity  of  bis  pen,  as 
necessary,  andtiic  dutjr  of  an  Etotonan. 
But  he  widies  to  hear  all  tAj^ecdota,  add- 
ing "  dot  as  he  has  spoken  freely  of 
ptbers^  it  is  but  right,  he  should  snbmH  to 
the  same  6vedom  ia  return." 

Iti  one  letter  he  mentions  tbntlas  -writk 
16  in  many  parts  a.  defence  ef  die  bouse  of 
Boorbott ;  and  vith  just  poUtgr,  recom- 
mends h  to  his  friends  to  cantion  the 
couit  af  "ftome  against  irritating*  by  its 
oenBores,  the  princes  of  tbat  family,  his 
powerful  patrons. 

He  is  willing  that  any  oli^ectkniablt 
parts  be  retrenched,  provided  Tiothing  be 
udded.  He  even  cExpiTsses  his  regret  that 
he  was  constrained  to  let  Ws  history  be 
edited  during  his  Ufe-timc;  constrained, 
he  says,  because  he  had  been  tbreat^ed 
with  the  publication  of  a  garbled  copy, 
which  had  found  its  way  into  Germany,  by 
means  of  a  treacherous  Amanuensis  of  that 
oountry,  whom  he  employed. 
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He  is  atudoiu  thiit  Hbt  court  of  Rome 
sbottid  at  )eam  siispead  its  oaisUras.  until. 
tht  App&aatKX  of  a  se»)nd  oditioD>  which 
ht  was  preparing  with  namerous  alter- 
aitions. 

He  Continually  alludes  to  the  state  of 
his  mind,  deroid  of  ranitj  and  ambition : 
**  he  has  bidden  adieu  he  says  to  hope  and 
to  fotturft,  xaA  is  therefore  enaUed,  to  re- 
nounce the  coDtt  wiudly  paid  to  great 
mtti  irt  p&iorer"  Againtt  calumny  he 
appeals,  to  the  innocence  of  his  life; 
declares  that  in  his  compositionst  be  had 
no  other  jjurpose  biit  to  promote  the  glory 
of  God,  and  Aat  he  should  not  have  set 
his  name  t&  his  hbtoiy,  except  with  « 
Tiewtogiveic^reditandautlunity.  Som&* 
times  his  resoluticms  of  patience  ^il,  arid 
h6  breaks  forth  in  eloquent  indignation  c 
"  It  is  easy  for  those  who  are  removed 
trom  p<tril,  to  judge  boldly  of  others. — 
Meanwhile  where  is  charity  ?  Have  men 
no  compassion  after  forty  years  passed 
fiUl  of  continual  miseries?    Have  they  no 

•       -I  2  .,    • 
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fear,  after  the  loea  of  the  Netherlands, 
occasioned  by  that  frantic  obitm^, 
which  marked  the  times  ?  In  this  countr^r 
We  may  be  good  Catholics,  and  obedient, 
in  all  poiats  of  doctrine,  to  the  Holy  See, 
without  maintaining  the  bloody  propo- 
sition, that  Religion  is  to  be  established  by 
force  and  by  arms.  Therefore  I  shall  ne- 
ver repent  of  having  said  of  it,  in  the 
place  I  hold,  what  I. have  always  said; 
still  less  of  what  I  have  written.  For  one 
thing  I  grieve,  that  this  alone  has  occasi- 
oned my  book  to  be  examined  with  so  much 
pgour,  amounting  even  to  calunMiy." 

The  letter  from  which,  this  passage  i^ 
an  extract,  is  dated  Feb.  .\2,  \6op.  It 
WM  addressed  to  his  frigid  wd  relation 
M.  DuTuy,and  the  animated  expressions 
which  I  have  dtcd,  were  occa^ipned  by 
a  censiu*e  la£dy  passed  on  his  work  at 
Rome,  and  published  with  the  s^na- 
ture  of  one  Caracioli,  a  r^ular  among 
the  Cleigy. 

The  following  sentwicra,  which  were,  in 
this  censure,  enjoined  to  be  erased,  will 
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shew  the 'design  of  the  whole,  and  the  ten- 
derness with  w'hidi  the  court  of  Rome 
felt  the  slightest  attach : 

**  Erasmus,  the  great  glory  of  thi<  age.  lib.  i.  p.  105.* 

Altho*  the  Pontiff  was  enriged.  p.  I8<. 

Boniface  8tb,  amanofpruudind  reailest  temper,  p.  S0f' 

tn  conclusion  Caracioli  says,  "  of  this 
iMX>k  and  its  authcH-  my  judgment  is  that 
the  book  ought  to  be  altogether  con- 
demned and  destroyed ;  and  that  the  au- 
thor is  a  CalviAist, '  and  a  Heretic  of  the 
first  class." 

Thuaniis,  however,  was  not  without  en- 
couragement even  from  Rome.  Hiree  or 
four  Cardinals  spoke  fevorably  of  his 
work,  and  his  friends  succeeded  for  a 
time  in  making  his  cause  good  with  Pope 
Clement  VUl.  The  Cardinal  du  Perron 
writes,  "  that  the  general  approbation 
Ijestowed  on  bis  book,  for  it  was  ranked 
next  to  Sallust  and  Tacitus,  must  be  an 
agreeable  recompense  of  his  labors.  As 
Alexander  was  solicitous  to  be  praised  by 

*  £uchley'seditioo, 
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tbe  AtbCBiao^f  SQ  oMght  you  to  ve^ve 
with  the  greatest  Sftis&^tioa,  appl^MMi^ 
from  Rome,  the  mo§t  polished  p»^  of 
the  world." 

Seguier,  howerer,  one  of  lus  Cc^re^ 
pottdeats,  says  "  That  whatever  u  conu 
posed  in  elegant  and  classical  Latin,  ia  sus- 
pected at  Rome  of  impiety." 

It  is  obserrable  th^t  Thuanns  did  pot 
think  it  prudent  to  insert  in  thi9  piibli- 
cation,  the  Hi^tray  of  the  Council  ef 
Trent. 

The  fraud  of  the  Qerman  AmenuMuis 
had  extended  farther  than  to  18  book$^ 
and  the  historian  was  not  deterred  fronj 
pubhshing  in  the  year  l  flo6,  a  secondpart> 
carried  on  to  1 572,  and  including  the  mas'- 
sacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  la  a  letter  to 
M.DuPuy,  dated  April  iCoO,  hemeutiqjjj 
this  publication*  and  says  he  has,  within 
few  days,  carried  hiis  work  la  manuscript, 
down  to  the  birth  of  the  Panphin  io 
1601.  The  second  part  shared,  the  fate  of 
the  i^rst  gightecD  books  in  incurring  the 
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eamuee^fCfuaciqli.  "  My  judgmat,"  he 
»ay»,  "  is  the  mme.  concerning  both  these 
pub1t«Ettion»:  la  the  second  u  in  the  fiist 
Toloiqe..  Thnanua  brings  into  debits  the 
opuocij  of  Trent;  he  continually  censares 
the  $ovtr«ign  Footiffs;  and  praises  Here- 
tics, pMticaiarly  the  Prince  of  Conde,* 
the  king  of  Navarre,  the  Duke  of  Mont- 
moreaoy,  the  autfapis  of  the  French  sedi- 
ti<|n,  and  fevorers  of  the  Sectaries.  Let 
the  iUastrious  Cardinals  Perron  and  Da 
Henry  who  know  hist,  judge  if  this  au- 
thor ought  sot  to  be  reckoned  in  the  first 
«l(i88  of  Heretics." 

In  16«9>  Tbudnus'j  History  is  found  in 
the  list  of  books  formally  prohibited  at 
Rome. 

The  inquisitipB  in  Spain  was  particu- 
larly severe  on  the  work,  and  swept  away 
in  one  clause,  seven  folio  pages  of  the 
Relace.f 

*  CoDdoeum,  Navarrum,  &c. 
+  From  sect,  a,  at  the  wonls  *''wi1I  continue  to  afflict" 
d««a  to  ^*  from  onr  vice^,"  inaest.  I9. 
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Tbtn  violentlj  was  the  Bapd  auAo^ 
ri^  exerted  against  Thuanus  in  the  two 
countries,  in  which  alone  at  that  tim^  its 
plenitude  of  power  remained.  With  what 
justice  these  censures  wete  directed  against 
him,  it  may  be .  interesting  to  aHisider, 
after  the  entire  course  of  his  life  shall 
have  been  laid  before  the  reader.  Mean- 
while it  is  obvious  to  remark  how  mn<^, 
in  the  present  times,  the  quesdon  of  to- 
leration in  Religion  has  shifted  its  ground* 
since  it  is  no  longtt  matter  of  debate,  at 
least  in  our  own  country,  whether  or  hot 
those  who  differ  from  the  establishment 
shall  enjoy  perfect  liberty  of  opinion  and 
practice ;  but  whether  or  not  sectaries, 
shall  be  admitted  to  a  participation  of 
all  privileges  belonging  to  the  National 
Church. 

The  arm  of  papal  power  was  extended 
against  Thuanus  only  at  Rome  and  in 
Spain ;  but  attacks  from  a  private  quar- 
.  ter  on  the  same  account  caused  him  more 
vexation  an4  trouble,  than,  even  the.  cen* 
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Bures  of  the  church  coming  with  authority* 
The  Court  of  Rome  had  indeed  lost  much 
of  its  powCT;  yet  we  shall  see  that  it 
found  at  that  time  adherents  and  cham* 
fioos,  well  qualified  in  point  of  talent, 
and  certamlynot  deficient  in  fervor.  Tlie 
attacks  alluded  to,  proceeded  from  two 
persons  of  this  description,  who,  though 
90t  acting  in  concert,  pleaded  the  same 
cause  with  equal  vdiemence.  Ona  of 
these  was  the  noted  German  critic,  Sdop- 
plus ;  famous  for  acuteness  and  extensive 
learning,  and  for  the  virulent  and  scurri- 
lous invectives;  which  he  poured  out  in-, 
discriminately  against  men  of  merit,  and 
hente  obtained  the  surname  of  the  Oramo 
matical  Cur..  The  other  opponent  was 
one  It&chaud,  a  Jesuit,  who  publishe4 
under  a  fictitious  name. 

Scioppius  twiee  aspersed  Tbuanus.in 
his  writings,  in  the  "  Scaliger  •Hypobo- 

•  This   word,   which   signifies   •'supposititious," 
ffORveys  a  sarclistic  atlusion .  to '  Stidiger's  birlh,  wifo 
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limaeuft,"  published  in  1707 ;  and  in  thtt 
**  £ccle»asticus,"  which  appeared  in  1  Oi  >, 
and  was  chiefly  directed  ag^nst  the  theo- 
logical opinions  of  King  James  the  Fifst 
of  England.  His  remarks  shew  mud) 
scholastic  acuteness,  and  abound  with 
sentiments  of  the  fcdlowir^  tenor. 

He  wouM  have  heretics  "  shunned* 
condemned,  anathematized ;  put  to  death* 
rren  if  fnends  and  son^;  stoned,  and 
finally  never  treated  with  the  smallest 
mark  of  common  bumamty."  It  occurs 
to  him  that  these  notions  may  be  thought 
ttacharitable ;  and  he  thinks  it  necessary 
to  suf^rt  them  by  referring  to  St.  Paul's 
address  to  the  Sorcerer  Elymas,  and  to 
this  expression  of  St.  John,  « If  any  re- 
ject thifr  doctrine,  do  not  recdve  turn  into 
your  bouses,  nor  bid  him  God-speed." 

He  delights  in  quoting  ^.  Cyprian* 
■who  gays  that  a  heretic,  professing  GJiris- 

bot&tcd,  on  no  v«iy  good  grqvndc,  that  he  wa>  4t~ 
fOCQded  fran  iha  uideitt  priaces  of  VenHM. 
S 
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^iuutx*  is  no  more  a  CbcUtian  than  Satan 
ia  Christ,  as  oftea  as  be  assumes  bU  form. 
From  St.  Chrysostom  he  produces  a  cu- 
rious specimen  of  Logic  against  the  Arians: 
*'  He  is  an  Arian*  therefore  he  Js  the 
DevU."  Arianus  est,  ci|;o  JDiabolus  est  . 
After  distorting  the  meaning  uf  the  ve- 
aerahle  Others  of  the  Churdt,  it  is  not 
surpnsii^  that  this  fiirions  polemic  should 
proceed  to  exa^o-ate  any  expressions 
and  pasa^es  he  can  find  in  the  New  Tes^ 
tament,  which  seem  convertible  to  hi^ 
purpose.  "  We  are  not»*'  he  says,  "  to  de- 
bate with  heretics,  because  the  HolyGhost 
forbids  to  cast  pearls  to  swine,  or  to  ^ve 
tiie  children's  meat  to  d(^."  In  St.  Luk« 
he  finds,  "  Whoever  comes  to  me,  and 
hates  not  his  iather  and  his  motber,  can- 
fcot  be  my  disciple;*'  and  m  St.  Matthew, 
**  I  came  to  divide  &ther  and  8on«  &c/* 
"  I  came  not  to  send  peace  on  earth,  but 
a  sword."  These  expresaions,  however^ 
ipving  but  slender  support  to  his  sanguis 
nary  doctrines,  be  nmsaclu  the  Old  Te»* 
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tament  with  somewhat  more  success;' 
and  brings  the  examples  of  Moses,  Fht- 
neas,  and  Elias,  to  justify  homicide.  His 
arguments  are  conducted  in  this  manner : 
"  As  the  Mouse  of  David  could  have  no 
peace  until  Absalom  was  cut  off,  nathec 
can  the  Church,  unless  heretics  are  de- 
stroyed.— Josapbat  was  a  pious  king,  but 
God  punished  him  for  not  bearing  a 
righteous  hatred  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Church. — God  promises  that  the  wolves 
shall  be  destroyed  from  among  the  flock  3 
but  heretics  are  wolves,  and  are  therefore 
to  be  destroyed," 

In  reasoning  upon  passages  which  sup-^ 
port  the  doctrine  of  compulsion  in  reli- 
gion, he  continually  a^,  "  Are  we  theq 
to  believe  God  or  Thuanus  ?" 

*'  Amongst  us  Germans,  (says  Sciop4 
pius)  if  any  artizan  were  to  promulge 
such  opinions,  he  would  be  excommufii^ 
eated  and  interdicted  from  his  trade. 
How  scandalous  then,  that  a  presidents 
shtndd  do  this  with  impanity,  in  Pa^s  ?'^ 
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.  He  calls  Riitip  the  Second  of  Spain  a 
saint ;  but  fears  lest  Henry  of  Bourbon, 
by  the  protection  he  afforded  to  heretics, 
jfnty  have  forfeited  the  hope  of  eternal 
happiness. 

In  both  these  works,  the  Scaligcr  Hy- 
pobohmaeus,  and  the  Ecclesiasticus,  Sci- 
oppius  shews  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  writings  of  the  fathers;  and 
quotes  Pindar,  Homer,  Seneca,  and  Aris- 
totle. He  repeatedly  uses  the  grossest 
langu^e,  in  detecdng  what  he  calls  the 
falsehood  and  hypocrisy  of  Thuanus. 
The  latter  work  was  prohibited  by  the 
Parliament  of  Paris,  on  account  of  its 
outrageous  abuse  of  the  memory  of  Heniy 
the  Fourth. 

Our  historian  will  suffer  little  in  his 
r^utation  from  that  censure,  which  is  at 
the  same  time  directed  against  his  Royal 
Master.  Scioppius,  in  a  third  work,  en* 
titled,  '*  A  Critique  on  the  Style  proper 
for  History,"  attacks  his  language ;  but 
the  errors  he  has  committed  are  not  many. 
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even  by  the  computation  «f  his  advertery, 
and  candor  will  shelter  him  from  ttift  la^ 
of  a  censor,  keen  enough  to  aceuse  Cicero 
of  writing  barbarous  Latin.  A  specifliCTi 
of  these  remarks  is  given  in  the  Appendix, 
No.  2.  They  do  not  exhibit  much  taste 
in  classical  elegance,  but  are  chiefly  gram- 
matical, and  confined  to  verbal  criticism. 

Thuanus,  in  his  letters,  spealts  of  Sei* 
oppius  in  terms  of  contempt,  and  ca\U 
him  a  shabby  pedant,  hired  by  the  Court 
of  Rome,  to  snari  at  men  of  worth.  His 
friend,  the  Cardinal  Ferron,  endeavoured 
in  -vain  to  silence  this  troublesome  oppo- 
nent. 

Machaud,  the  Jesuit,  published  his  at- 
tack at  Ingbldstadt  in  lCi4.  It  perhaps 
originated  in  the  hatred  his  society  bore 
to  Thuanus,  because  he  had  favored  the 
measure  of  their  expulsion  irom  France, 
"and  had  imputed  to  them  some  dangerous 
doctrines,  particularly  that  of  its  beir^ 
lawful,  under  certain  circumstances  to 
murder  sovereigns; -with  the  propagation 
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of  whiclL  tiiey  had  at  one  period  been  ge> 
nerally  stigmatized.  The  Jesuit's  dtarges 
ave  divided  into  tvelve  heads,  but  tbej 
liave  not  all  a  distinct  meamng :-— i .  The 
iiitility  of  tiie  historian.  2.  His  admint* 
tion  of  hieiettcal  writers.  3.  His  use  of 
heterodox  expressions.  4.  Unworthy 
speeches  which  he  has  attributed  to  Ft^es 
and  CaUiolic  Docton.  fl.  His  propensity 
to  praise  and  commiserate  suffering  sec- 
taries. 6.  His  hostili^  to  worthy  C^. 
duties,  particularly  to  the  House  of 
Quite.  7.  The  war  of  extincticm  which 
he  wages  against  die  Jesuits.  8.  His  con- 
tumclioas  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the 
most  Christain  kings  of  France,  g.  His 
cimtuiual  aspemons  of  Sovereign  Fonti^L 
10.  His  implacable  hatred  to  the  See  of 
Rcone.  11.  His  false  dlvioity.  12.  His 
malicious  fnuds  in  iavor  <tf  the  Calvin- 
ists. 

Xhese  strictures  are  written  in  the  sani« 
vpnt  with  those  of  Sdoppius,  but  not 
with  equal  acuteness  and  ability.     Th^ 
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two  critics  agree  in  censuring  Thuanus 
for  those  very  qualities,  to  which  be  is 
indebted  for  his  repute  with  postmt^r ; 
and  in  branding  his  impartiaJily  and  love 
of  truth,  with  the  dreadful  name  of  he;- 
resy.  These  works  are  so  fer  cuiious  as 
they  assert,  in  times  of  comparative  re-? 
finement,  the  infallibility  arid  supreme 
dominion  of  the  papacy,  and  ape  speci- 
mens of  the  zeal  employed  to  support 
that  tottering' power.  i   . 

The  Jesuit's  annotations  were  immedi* 
ately  prohibited  by  the  Parliament  of 
Paris;  and  the  exclamation  of  Casaubon 
is  just,  "  That  Thuanufi  was  honored  by 
this  accusation."  He  did  not  condescend 
himself  to  reply  to  either  of  these  adver- 
saries, but  seems  to  have  prepaied  his 
memoirs,  With  the  design  of.  refuting 
their  accusations;  and  in  the  conscious^' 
ness,  that  an  explicit  avowal  of  all  the 
actions  and  plans  of  an  innocent  and  vir- 
tuous life,  would  form  the  be^ansvKer  to 
unfounded  calumny. 
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J£  the  ^nbl&£3^am  vi  his  haMioly  pto^ 
cttjied  the  Avthot  aaaaidaAhle  obhxpiy, 
-it  in  TCbuTfi  fanoiaght  him  a  hamest  •£ 
pcsttse>  mixedl  iiuteed  vudi  some  efcttsun^ 
feosa  eeunent  meain  ali  paits  of  Euvope. 
Thoqe  ooiiicnBDifcations^  whicb  appeav 
most  deperviog^  af  the  Header's  atteption, 
aivi  heoci  inaeitedi, 

TbufiiHis  suit  his  vtorlty  as  s(Mn  as  it 
-tras  pitfaiiahat  to  Kiag  Jam*  the  Firat' 
o£  En^ndw  acoompatuodi  with-  tfee-foUovp* 
JDg  lotteat  in  Latim. 

"  ^afte  Most  Serine  King  of  EAgland; 
Scddabtf>  and  j&elasut 

'*  Your  Most  Serene  Majesty  wtU  per- 
haps be  surprised  at  the  boldnessj  o(  dais, 
intrusion  upon  your  time  at  thje  present 
rpoment;,  by  a  stranger.  The  report'  of 
your  I^ajpsty's  virtueis,  like  the  efliilgence 
0/ the  rising  sun,  your  sincere  friendship- 
with  our  K-ing,  the"  bond  of  agreement 
iRTtv  SO  closely  diawn  between  the  two 
nations  of  France  and  Great  Bribun,  the 
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eminent  regard  you  have  shewn  to  men 
of  letters  and  to  literature  itself,  and  your 
character  for  :general  courtesy;  all  these 
causes  have  conspiied  to  facilitate  my  ac- 
cess to  your  Majesty,  and  have  made- me 
indulge  the  hope,  that  you  .  would  ■  gra- 
ciously and  favorably  accept  this  produc- 
tion of  my  industry,  such'  as  it  may  be, 
presented  to  your  Majesty,  by  the  King's 
^nbassador,  who  is  my  near  relitix>n.  I' 
have  not  taken  this  step  vnthout  the  con- 
currence of  my  Royal  Master ;  1  may  add' 
that  he  advised  and  commanded  it,  and 
said  also,  that  a "  work,"  which  related 
events  of  so  much  consequence,  if  it  had 
not  been  dedicated  to  him,  ought  to  have 
been  inscribed  to  your ,  Majesty.  You 
will  find  many  things  well  done,  the 
larger  part  otherwise;  the  history  pf  your 
own  and  our  people;  you  will  also  find 
examples  of  salutary  precepts,  which  you 
have  consigned  to  all  posterity,  in  a  book* 

'  *  Easilicon  Doroa. 
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that  deserves  to  be  written  in  letters  of 
gold.  This  account  will  suffice  to  your 
Majesty;  your  own  experienced  judgment, 
and  that  itscemment  in  which  you  so 
much  excel,  will  lead  to  every  just  ob- 
servation. 

**  I  pray  Almighty  God  to  preserve  the 
Most  Christian  King  to  his  people,  and 
your  Majesty  to  your  subjects,  and  both 
for  the  general  benefit  of  Christendom. 
And  as  he  has  lately  incUned  your  minds 
to  cultivate,  by  all  good  offices  and  friendly 
services,  a  closer  bond  of  mutual  amity; 
so  may  he  dispose  the  hearts  and  turn  the 
attention  of  both,  by  joint  consent,  to 
restore  concord  in  the  Church ;  lest,  in 
ratifying  articles  of  peace,  ye  may  seem 
to  have  been  more  intent  on  strengthen- 
ing yoiir  respective  territories,  than  in 
exalting  the  glory  of  the  supreme  Lord 
of  all.  I  take  my  leave  of  your  Most  Se- 
rene Majesty,  wishing  you  prosperity, 
and  that  you  may  condescend  to  extend 
to  me  that  kindness,  which  so  conspicu- 
K  2 
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Qu&ly  ma^esta  it^lf  tow^nU  all  yov 

Your  M^ty'a  wist  devote^ 

JVUjJfan.  31,  i6<4" 

There  ^  an  ^i^ctne^t  fjjnpli^i^  qnd  a 
frankness  i^  tjo/f  condiv<[tii%  pairt  9f  tl^ 
Jjett^ri,  rarely  ^scpveral^l^  ii^  at^dfe^s^a  tp 
crpvne4  V^^r  V^*-.  it  w^  w<a  pc- 
ceiyed  spears  ^om  the  foUqwupg  l^tt*^ 
writt^  in  French  by  th?  Ring's  9fl0tb0Aaei* 
dor,  the  gentlema^i  alluded  to  a}?oy9i  who 
appears  to  have  been  a  a^_  of  t^e.  .fi<e«b* 
dent  Be  Harby  Vy  Thu^u^'s  ssfer. 

•'  To  M.  De  Thou,  Priyy  Counsellor  of 
the  King,  and  President  in  His  Majesty's 
Court  of  Parliament. 
"  Sib, 

"  I  KAVE  presented  your  I^to** 

with  your  book,  to  the  King;  who  re-* 

cdved  it  with  such  marks  pf  esteeoi  fo^ 

the  Author,    and  has  since  spoken  $q 
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highly  of  it  in  public,  that  j^ou  have  cTft/jr 
reason  te  be  satisfiid  with  hk  i^proba- 
tion,  and  to  console  and  fortify  yourself 
hy  his  testimoay  agsuost  tbe  attiu^  of 
enry  and  cahtmny,  by  Itrhkh  I  under- 
stand you  have  been  assailed  from  various 
quarters.  The  King,  promised  Ae  that 
he  wQ^d  atiswer  your  Istxtt,  with  the 
style  of  which  he  was  extremely  pleased. 
He  has  perused  your  dedication  of  your 
history  to  His  Majesty  King  Henry,  and 
said  that  it  .was  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of 
writing  he  had  ever  read,  not  excepting 
the  works  of  antiquity:  and  sincerely, 
for  my  own  paft,  the  more  I  read  it,  the 
more  I  find  my  admiration  of  its  beauties 
encreased.  ••  You  have  undertaken  a 
great  wort,"  magnum  opus  aggressuses,** 
as  worthy  of  your  free  ahd  courageous 
spirit,  as  the  slavery  of  the  age  in  which 
we  live,  is  unworthy  of  it.  1  think  you 
will  do  well  for  the  present  to  defer 
iprinting  your  materials  dowa  to  the  year 
90 ;  for  I  should  fear  you  would  ;not  be 
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able  to  resist  the  opposition  of  those  who 
are  chagrioed  to  see  their  fathers  marked 
with  di^race. 

"  King  James  is  about  to  send  a  gen- 
tleman to  the  Court  of  France,  upon  the 
death  of  Madame  Le  Bar.*  I  will  en-i 
deavor  that  he  shall  carry  his  Majesty's 
thanks  and  a  letter  to  you.  I  now  hum- 
bly kiss  your  hands,  and  shall  pray  God» 
Sir,  to  grant  yoii,  with  health,  a  long  and 
happy  life. 

"  Tour  obedient  nephew  and  servant, 
"  De  Harlat." 
London,  March  lo,  i604. 

King  James  did  write  a  letter  in  French 
to  Thuanus  about  this  time,  an  extract 
from  which  has  been  given  in  the  Pre- 
face; but  it  may  perhaps  be  interesting 
to  the  reader  to  peruse  it  entire. 


*  Sister  of  Henry  IV,  and  married  to  the  Duke  of 
Bar,  of  the  House  of'lAitaiae, 
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''  To  M.  De  Thou,  President  of  the  Piir- 
lianjent  of  Paris, 

«  M.  President, 

"  We  thaidc'you  very  kindly  for 
the  letter  you  addressed  to  us,  and  for  the 
book  you  have  sent,  the  production  of  your 
own  labor ;  for  the  comphment,  as  well  as 
for  the  present.  Tou  manifest  the  re- 
spect and  gOod-will  you  bear  to  our  per- 
son, which  we  receive  and  acknowledge 
with  a  return  of  affection,  and  take  in 
good  part  the  exhortation,  which,  in  the 
sincerity  of  an  honest  heart,  you  make  on 
the  subject  of  using  our  efforts  to  forward 
union  in  the  Church,  by  an  elucidation 
and  adjustment  of  religious  differences. 
To  this  measure  we  assure  you  that  we 
are,  and  always  shall  be  not  only  disposed, 
but  earnest  in  promoting  it ;  and  on  all 
occasions,  every  exertion  that  depends  on 
us,  shall  be.  employed  for  so  laudable  an 
object.  We  have  never,  we  thank  God, 
entertained  a  s^rit  of  sectarism,  nor  dis- 
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regarded  the  general  good  of  Christen- 
doa,  and  we  ^nnot  but  "wish  that  all 
princes  and  potenUteift  'Wert  actuated  by 
the  same  inclinations  and  deuces  with 
ovrsdvet  on  thU  point>  diiUt  the  road 
might  be  smooUied  for  tningiqg  so  tv^* 
thy  and  important  a  bufiineu  to  soBi^ 
desirable  conclusion,  which  might  tenid  t9 
the  happmess  and  trasquiUity  of  all  Ghris*- 
tian  people.  They  might  ihen  imani- 
mously  direct  th«r  «®)rt6  ogaiofit  the 
common  enemy/' 

Fw  the  remaining  part  of  this  letter 
*ee  the  Rre&cc.*  The  foUowirg  is  ad- 
idressed  to  the  oelebrated  Oaindeii,  wh© 
appears  to  have  paid  some  ettention  t9 
Thiumus  s  bifitory,  probably  in  making 
remarkc  on  the  account  of  Bnglieh  afiairs. 
The  Author  profits  by  the  opportunity  of 
commencing  a  coiTe^>ondenoe  with  bill 
critic,  and  shews  a  laudaMc  solicitude  t» 
obtain  farther  iiifo:rB»atioi^  which  Aaight 
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COAfikm  'die  authen^il^  of  liii  nana* 
tive. 

**  J.  A.  *rhuanus  to  the  very  learned 
"W.  Camden. 
.  "  Itmake  you,  most  learned  Sir,  for 
the  extraordinarjr  services  whicb  you 
haye  rendered  mc  -with  so  much  polite 
kindness.  I  had  scarcely  hoped  that  you 
would  have  done  that  at  my  request, 
which  you  hare  performed  at  the  mere 
BU^estioa  of  cme  of  my  friends.  Fot 
what  am  1,  that  I  should  at  all  interrupt 
your  serious  studies  ?  Does  Camden  throw 
9.way  his  well-epent  time  in  reading  any 
thing  of  mine;  and  oblige,  hy  so  great  a 
favor,  a  person  unknown  to  him  ?  ^nce 
however  yoa  are  fio  forward  in  doing 
good  offices,  you  shall  find  me  unmerciful 
in  tasking  your  kindness.  Tht  attention 
yoa  have  paid  to  my  histfiry  ^  your  own 
afiaits,  I  wish  yon  to  extend  to  those  of 
iScotJahd  ■  m  which  1  feat-  I  have  made 
some  mistakes.    I  wish  particulaily,  to 
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iiave  your  advice,  in  what  nuinner  I  caix 
relate  the  affairs  of  Scotland  during  the 
j'car  1506,*  (which  part  of  the  bistoiy  is 
now  in  the  press)  without  giving  offence, 
and  yet  with  truth.  Here  I  am  at  a, 
stand,  having  already  experienced  the  en- 
vy and  ill-will  of  our  own  people  on' other 
accounts ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  commit  my- 
self so  fer,  as  to  incur  the  charge  of  im- 
prudence among  you,  or  to  be  said  to 
have  done  any  thing  of  which  he  fmight 
justly  complain,  who  has  lately  honored 
pie  with  a  letter,  and  exhorted  me  to 
publish  the  rest  of  my  work,  which  I 
have  carried  down  to  the  year  1 596,  with 
equal  candor  and  attachment  to  truth. 

"  Buchanan  has  perhaps  recorded  the 
events  to  which  I  allude,  with  too  much 


*  He  alludes  to  Mary  Queen  of  Scot's  marriage 
with  Earl,  Qu^hwell,  who  was  supposed  to  have  bee^ 
concerned  in  the  mHrdcr  «f  her  former  hi^bandj  l^nt 
Damley.  .      .  .  , 

t  King  James. 
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bitterness,  and  I  understand  that  the  pupil 
has,  on  this  account,  conceived  some  dis- 
pleasure towards,  his  tutor;  and  yet, 
since  they  did  take  place,  they  cannot  be 
concealed  without  discredit  to  the  histo- 
rian. Write,  and  refuse  not  your  adviw 
to  a  friend  who  is  at  a  loss  faow  to  pro- 
ceed. A  hint  will  be  sufficient,  and  you 
need  pot  expUun  yourself  in  too  plain 
terms.  Whatever  you  write,  I  shall  con- 
sider not  only  as  advice,  but  as  a  com- 
mand. In  the  next  edition  of  the  part 
already  published,  you  will  discover  how 
much  I  esteem,  as  I  Oi^ht,  your  admoni- 
tions. In  your  Irish  affairs  I  am  com- 
pletely a  stranger,  nor  have  I  met  with 
any  person,  who  has  been  either  an  eye- 
witness of  them,  or  gathered  any  personal 
information  concerning  them.  Little,  as 
you  know,  has  been  written  on  the  sub- 
ject;  and  except  •Stanyhurst,  and  the 

*  An  Irish  h'lstoriaa  aqd  popt  of  tbe  eixtecnth  cen- 
tU7, 
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jkiaps  of  the  isUend  lately  published,  and 
what  you  have  added  to  your  immortal 
Bntantiiftj,  I  ha^e  had  no  documents  ^m 
which  I  could  gmn  instruction.  I  haVe 
as  yet  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  any  ac- 
count of  the  last*  -wxt.  I  wish  to  know 
what  information  you  possess  on  this  sub- 
ject and  what  1  may  expect  from  youi* 
country;  in  the  first  place  concerning 
Lord  Tyrone,  with  whom  you  were  en- 
g^ed ;  his  fiunily,  origin,  the  quality  and 
mmiberOf  his  a&wrents,  his  mftnners  and 
talents,  and  the  motives  which  induced 
him  to  contend  with  so  great  a  power  as 
that  of  Eliiabeth,  lastly  the  conditions  on 
Tt^ich  he  sabmitted. 

"  I  lament,  that  none  of  your  country^ 
men  hare  as  yet  committed  to  writing 
the  exploits  of  tbkt  great  queen.  For  my 
own  part,  if  I  possessed  power  of  mind, 
and  talent  worthy  of  the  subject,  leisure, 

•He  ftllo^  10  the  Irish  Rebellion  ih  1590,  headed 
by  Lord  Tyrone,  ' 


t,CoogIc 


^d  an  infimate  kisovln^  of  yo<n  ttf- 
&in,  and  ptojper  watwiihi  ftr  the  work, 
j  shosld  iKiTe  CQiutdered  it  a  kooor,  to  be 
^fvtti  withasy  nan,  to  be  tliB  herald 
ef  bcr  foine.  Buc  I  fi»t,  lest  this  ahsnU 
seem  to  y««  too  anogant  a  ipeech :  lot- 
it  i»  to  be  «icwic«l  aaproceeding  fivni  my 
ectnwdumypredileQkioii  ia  faror  of  that 
taretagat  ig4iich  o»ued  ne  to  fona  pie. 
sumptvoiuly^  sot  indeed  a  hope,  but  a 
miein,  that  aosM  part  cf  her  glo^  might 
b«  reflected;  iiprn  me.  See  the  iaiiulian^ 
witii  which  1  treat  you,  ia  consequence 
of  tbs  kindneM  you  have  expcesied.  in 
fCtum,  I  entreat  you  toemploy  me,  as  one 
vrho  is  oiQst  hound  to  you. 

"  Adiea»  my  firiend  Camden:  eontinue 
to  love  ne,  which.  I  eonsider  as  the  highest 
felicity,  and  ferget  not  to  shew  Hbat  lore, 
by  vniting  to  me,  when  your  leisuK  per- 
mits. Once  .move  adieu,  ftuig,  Fe- 
bruary loth,  iSos." 

Camden's  answer  is  dated  in  May  of  the 
sane  yaai. 
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"  W.  (^mden  to  the  illustrious  J.  A. 
ThuanuSj  Greeting. 
".  I  A&l  much  vexed  and  distressed,  il- 
lustrious Sir,  that  bj  some  accident  or 
n^ligence,  I  did  not  receive  your  letter, 
^  dated  February  loth,  luitil  the  I3th  of 
April  ensuing. .  It  has  happened  inconve- 
nientlj ;  for  besides,  that  you  must  suspect 
me  of  the  faxAt  of  negligence,  of  which  I 
am  really  innocent,  desiring  nothing  more 
earnestly  than  to  make  a  suitablie  return  to 
your  much- valued  afiection ;  the  fact  is,  I 
am  now  hindered  by  business  ifrom  exe- 
cuting that,  which  I  could  have  done  with 
the  greatest  ease  last  month.  Meanwhile 
the  powerful  and  zealous  nature  of  my 
attachment,  has  impelled  me  to  send  the 
presetit  account  to  you. .  With  regard  to 
the  account  of  Scotch  a^rs,  ahready  sub- 
mitted to  the  press,  I  see  not  howl  can 
assist  you;  but  all  the  exertions  of  my  di- 
ligence and  zeal  are  at  your  service. 

"  In  the  transactions  of  the  year  1566, 
you  must  proceed  cautiously,  with  regard 
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to  the  Lords  Murray  and  Hamilton,  the 
queen,  the  king,  and  the  partizans  of  dif- 
ferent sides :  a  middle  course  will  be  the 
safest  James,  Earl  of  Murray,  natural 
brother  to  Queen  Mary,  and  Hamilton, 
Duke  of  Chatellerault,  separatdy  aspired 
to  the  thnme;  the  latter  by  hereditary 
right,  for  his  Grandmother  was  daughter 
of  King  James,  the  second.  Murray,  of 
a  lofty  spirit,  imagined  some  solemniza- 
tion <if  marriage  between  his  father  and 
mother,  and  hoped  to  supply  the  defect 
of  bis  birth,  by  a  specious  pretext  of  at- 
tachment to  the  reformed  religion,  by  his 
personal  merit  and  the.  strength  of  his- 
p^rty.  Each,  when  the  qoeen -returned 
to  Scotland  from  France,  wished  her  al- 
ready in  Heaven;  each,  inflamed  by  bis 
own  particular  ambition  and  hope  of  suc- 
cess, officiously  raised  obstacles  to  her 
marrying  again.  Murray  exerted  himself 
iht  most;  by  his  artifices  he -paved  the 
way  for  Maiy's  abdication  and  exile, 
making  use  of  the  assistance  of  Bucha- 
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«an,  (the  **  Archbellows,  wiiidi.  exdted 
die  flame' of  cebdlktt/'  as  our  king  sodocn 
tSine»  eaUs  him;)  who^  attacking  the^ueea- 
with  iafaBdoas  libek,  fiutesod  upon  bem 
dkuaoter  many  false  asperauMiK  satlkat, 
wha^rev  credit  ha  may  generally  deseFfe, 
yott  mast  not  lightly  bdieve  what  he  re- 
ntes in  regard'  to  the*  c|uecn  and  tter  na^ 
tural  brother.  Mgh^,  fblLof  yottfd^  and> 
TWacity>  unused;  tv  govern*.  Ir^ly  in- 
dulged' ifl'  die  enjQjraeDt  of  bar  pioBpenOf  ^ 
&e  *ktDg  likewise,  young-  an^  inexpe- 
rienced, credulona,  Hg^t«r  than  a  feather; 
or  a  ]eafi  wa»  n^dier  capable  c^  jui^ng- 
vetl  ^r  biiHts^,  nop  of  sidtofting  wise.* 
advice,  amJ  die  seerete-  of  state  wepe  a 
burden  to-  bim.  M^nce  he  Idsst  1^  queenV 
ructions-;  ^e  ^ctious' laid' snares  for  bifih 
^d'fin^y  succeeded  k»  taking  his;  life.- 
Blizabethj  our  queen>  was  a  ^ectatress  oP 
diese  scenes;  and  often  commisei^ted' ^~ 
(3pieen  of  SceUand;  but  I«m  diari  ^w 
would  otherwise-  have  done,  on-account  (# 

*  Lord  Daroley, 


:.bv  Google 


At  *8.3  THUANUS.  J4i 

ha  baving  usurp^  the  title  and  arms  of 
Englaod,  end  because  the  Romamst? 
Binoiigfit  MS  had  placed  all  their  fl^)eiid- 
encc  upon  ber.  I  can  oaly  bint  at  tbie 
account  of  the  matter,  whidi  men  c^  jmi- 
-  4eiice  and  moderatioo  here  believe  to  bp 
the  ieast  removed  from  truth ;  you  must 
^tae  your  own  judgment  and  your  own 
pen." 

ThU  brief  and  msftterly  sketch  <^  an 
important  pehod  of  Scottish  History  in 
IMuticplarly  iotweeting,  cm  account  of  the 
circijm^nces  under  which  it  is  given. 
;The  remainder  of  Camden's  letter  relates 
to  the  a^rs^of  InSgyd,  and  is  too  bHig, 
as  the  objcdt  of  it  is  irrelevant  to  the  pre- 
sent work,  to  be  inserted. 

Camden's  ddence  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Seots,  in  the  above  extract,  is  evidently 
iforped :  be  joins  the  relation  of  her  de- 
crease of  auction  towards  her  husband, 
Wid  of  his  violent  end,  in  the  same  sen- 
tmiee.  And  bis  style  is  both  hurried  and 
obscure.    In  consequence  of  his  connec- 
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tion  with  the  English  Court,  he  cannot 
foe  supposed  to  have  had  the  free  exercise 
of  his  pen  on  this  point.  Thuanus  was 
not  subject  to  the  same  emfoarassment, 
and  indeed  appears  to  have  foeen  incapable 
of  concealing,  or  disguising  his  real  opi- 
nion, on  any  occasion,  from  motives  of 
personal  consideration.  In  a  subsequent 
letter  to  Camden,  dated  August,  i  OoO,  he 
mentions  the  publication  of  a  second  vo- 
lume of  his  History ;  and  expresses  his 
fears,  tjiat  in  the  relation  of  Scotch  affairs, 
he  may  not  have  preserved  that  exact  line 
of  prudent  moderation,  whi(;h  his  fiiend 
recommended.  He  qnters  into  a  discussion 
of  facts,  which  he  thinks  unfevourable  to 
the  reputation  of  the  unfortunate  Mary : 
be  blames  her  precipitate  and  "  scanda- 
lous" ra&rriage  With  Bothwell,  and  con- 
siders her,  if  not  accessary  to  the  death  of 
her  former  husband,  at  least  extremely 
reprehensible  in  fevouring  those  to  whom 
the  suspicion  of  having  murdered  him 
so  notoriously  attached. 
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Thuanus  sent  his  Hbtoiy  to  that  emi- 
nent and  liberal-minded  scholar,  Sir  Hcn- 
ly  Savile,  who  had  travelled  in  France, 
and  seems  to  have  formed  an  intimacy  of 
some  standing  with  him.  Sir  Henry's 
answer  in  Latin,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing extract  is  made,  is  dated  London,  De- 
cember, 1O07.  Thuanus  had  expressed  an 
apprehension  that  some  parts  of  the  work 
might  give  ofience  to  King  James. 

"  That  every  part  of  your  History,  il- 
lustrious Sir,  is  written  with  becoming 
moderation,  no  one  doubts^  who  is  at  all 
acquainted  with  you  and  your  accustomed 
candor.  But  he  who  writes  a  history 
must  incur  varioxis  censures  from  various 
quarters ;  this  you  know  by  experience, 
and  all  the  world  is  witness  of  the  fact. 
"What  our  great  men  think  of  your  second 
volume  (for  I  wrote  to  you  concerning 
the  *first  before),  I  have  not  thought  it 
necfissary  to  enquire  very  anxiously,  for 
fear  of  opening  afresh  those  wounds 
which  I  cannot  heal.     There  are  some 

•  This  letter  does  not  appear. 
L  2 

D,r,l,z<,.f,G00gIf 


i4&  ,      THE  LIFE  OP  fltfOl. 

wounds,  which  the  gentlest  tduch  will 
exulcerate;  and  your  known  prudence 
must  have  taught  you,  that  with  person* 
of  tender  and  delicate  ears,  silence  on  many 
subjects  is  better  than  an  apology.  How- 
erer,  as  ^  as  I  understand,  no  anger  is 
conceived  against  you  here  :  the  fevor  you 
gained  by  your  first  volume,  ctmtinues  un- 
impaired and  undiminished. 

"  With  regard  to  the  general  voice  of 
people,  who  read  impartially,  and  have  no 
cause  for  hatred  or  affection  ift  the  case, 
I  have  no  occasion  to  speak ;  for  all,  with- 
out a  word  from  me,  exclaim  that  our  age 
has  not  produced  a  work  more  true,  more 
useful,  or  more  classical. 

"  I  will  forward  the  edition  of  Chry- 
sostom,  a  laborious  and  difficult  work, 
with  all  possible  expedition.  Jt  would 
'  have  been  already  completed,  had  not 
your  printers  refused  me  the  use  of  your 
types,  and  even  your  king  denied  ttem, 
though  his  majesty  made  the  request 
through  his  embassador.     But  1  will  en- 

*The  Greek  types  at  Paris  were  at  that  time  the 
best^txtant. 
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deavor  to  surmount  these  difficulties ;  and 
you  shall,  from  time  to  time,  know  my 
success.  I  am  very  much  obliged  by  your 
granting  to  my  friends  a  free  access  to 
your  library,  and  for  the  copy  of  St.  Gre» 
gory  of  Nazianzen;  and  perhaps  posterity 
piay  be  equally  indebted." 

All  the  circumstances  here  alluded  to 
cannot  at  this  distance  of  time  be  ascer- 
tained with  precision ;  but  it  may  be 
plainly  understood  from  thi?  account,  that 
Thuaniis  paid  a  truly  laudable  attentioQ. 
to  ever}'  object  of  literature. 

Iq  the  same  year,  1C07,  Camden  trans- 
mitted some  remarks  on  the  History, 
which  are  not  of  great  importance.  They 
accompanied  a  present  of  his  Britannia, 
in  a  new  edition ;  in  which  he  says  he 
has  but  slightly  mentioned  Scotland,  being 
a  stranger  to  that  country,  and  fearing  also 
that  he  might  disappoint  the  nationality 
of  the  people,  who,  be  says,  are  not  satis- 
fied, as  he  has  experienced,  unless  Scot- 
land be  preferred  to  England,  (which  the 
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6oil  and  climate  forbid),  or  at  least  be 
placed  on  a  level  with  it.  This  remark 
waS  perhaps  intended  as  a  friendly  inti- 
mation to  Thuanus,  whose  history  he 
declares  to  be  the  constant  object  of  his 
attention,  as  a  model  both  for  sentiment 
and  style.  He  adds,  '*  In  your  account  of 
Scotch  affairs,  you  have  observed  a  truly 
discreet  moderation  by  refraining  from 
invectives.  Yet  our  king,  who  has  con- 
ceived great  hostility  to  Buchanan,  lays 
the  chief  blame  to  the  Earl  of  Murray, 
as  the  source  and  foundation  of  his  mo- 
thers  calamity;'  he  has  learnt  this,  it  is 
said,  from  those  who  were, privy  to  state 
matters  at  that  time  ;  and  has  urged  some 
person,  I  understand,  to  write  her  life, 
but  I  cannot  suppose  it  will  ever  be 
published. 

"  Your  fidelity,  as  an  historian,  so  far 
from  wanting  a  defence,  appears  so  truly 
candid,  amidst  these  religious  dissensions 
of  the  age,  that  it  is  a  subject  of  general 
Bdmiration  and  delight;  and  your  seriousH 
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ness  entirely  dissipates  certain  stale  calam- 
nies  and  infamous  aspersions.  Proceed 
as  you  hare  begun,  and  both  the  preseat 
age  and  posterity  will  applaud  your  vera- 
city joined  with  int^rity  of  heart.- 

"  Tou  will  find  that  I  have  not  been 
so  busy  in  the  second  part,  as  I  was  in 
the  first;  your  diligence  has  prevented 
xne,  by  obtaining  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  facts.  If  you  think  it  wordi  while, 
you  may  correct  a  few  trivial  errors, 
which  I  have  noted,  in  r^ard  to  propw 
names.  Receive  the  best  wishes  of  a 
friend,  and  fail  not  to  acknowledge  Cam- 
den as  one  of  the  most  ardent  promoters 
of  your  fame."  London,  November  23, 
1607., 

King  James  was  by  no  means  satisfied 
with  Thuanus's  account  of  those  circum- 
stances in  his  mother's  history,  which  at 
that  period  required  such  delicacy  in  the 
nar^tion.  The  author  sensibly  felt  all 
his  difficulties,  and  in  a  letter  addressed  t^ 
Camden,  in  lOos,  says,    "  The  pisty- 
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rian's  provihce,  if  he  be  restdved  to  do 
his  duty,  is  indeed  a  painful  one ;  fat  the 
law  of  history  obligee  him,  not  only  to  say 
nothing  false,  but  to  be  bold  in  deliver- 
ing the  whole  truth." 

The  learned  C&^aubon  came  over  to 
England  In  ]6lo>  by  invitation  from  the 
king ;  and  in  a  letter  to  "niuantis,  thus 
ifc^plains  his  inaj^y's  sentiments  on  t^ 
€ubje!Ct  in  ^tiedtiofi. 

"  The  letter  whi(A  you  lately  rent  to 
rat,  illotitrious  President,  f  put  into  the 
hands  of  h&  most  etcdient  majesty  for 
his  pemsal.  1  had  king  wisbed  that  bs& 
tnajesty  might  be  made  acquaxntod  wit& 
your  respect  for  him,  m  your  own  words^ 
and  might  know  with  what  esteem  and 
reverence  you  regard  his  inaBy  virtues 
and  extensive  learning.  I  was  well  a^ 
sured  that  such  were  your  sentimeot^ir 
and  have  not  hesitated,  since  my  residCnoe 
at  this  court,  whenever  your  name  has 
been  mentioned,  to  aiHrm,  in  the  stroi^i 
£st  terfns,  that  there  ^ists  raot «  persQt^ 
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wbo  entertains  more  exalted  ideas  of  bis 
majesty's  characteF,  or  who  commenda 
it  with  greater  warmth  and  satisfaction* 
than  yourself.  Tour  letter,  therefore,  in 
which  you  confirmed  these  asserttoos  by 
your  oVn  words,  came  exactly  at  a  pro- 
per season,  and  nothing  could  be  mora 
gratifying  t»  me.  The  lung,  being  a 
lover  of  truth  himself,  was  much  pleased 
with  that  love  of  truth  which  your  letter 
expresses.  He  was  also  mudi  pleased 
with  your  candor  in  acknowledging,  that 
)f  you  had  in  any  part  of  your  narraticm 
committed  a  mistake,  you  would  gladly 
correct  it,  upon  receiving  more  accurate 
infomaation.  You  act,  in  this  re- 
ject, lUustiiious  President,  upon  motives 
worthy  of  yourself,  like  a  man  who  has 
jaade  -a  regard  to  truth  his  chi^  study; 
thfopghout  the  whole  teiior  of  his  life; 
■juid  particularly  in  the  character  -of  an 
iostonan. 

'^  With  Uiis  impreasion  upon  his  mind 
tpf^^nir  dispoution,  his  majesty,  thot^ 
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of  the  mildest  temper,  sees,  not  without 
Impatience,  that  you  have  been  misled  by 
a  certmn  party ;  and  have  been  trans- 
ported beyond  the  bounds  of  truth,  in 
repeating  in  your  letters,  and  relating  with 
a  diligent  and  scrupulous  minuteness,  re- 
ports to  the  prejudice  of  his  blessed  mo- 
ther of  glorious  memory.  These  his  ma- 
jesty knows,  and  knows  with  certainty, 
to  be  fiilse,  and  to  have  been  the  fabri- 
cation of  a  set  of  men,  rebels  to  her 
power,  and  who  exerted  themselves  by 
eveiy  possible  means  in  harassing  her  and 
bringing  destruction  on  her  head." 

Casaubon  proceeds  to  say,  that  King 
James  has  given  it  in  chaise  to  an  Eng- 
Ibh  Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Cotton)  to  pre- 
pare some  memoirs  upon  this  subject, 
snore  consonant  to  truth  than  the  state- 
ment of  Buchanan,  from  whom  Thuanus 
derived  his  account.  These  memoirs  were 
finished  and  transmitted  to  Thuanus  in 
iCl  ]  ;  and  he  professes,  in  a  subsequent 
letter  to  Casaubon,  to  have  made  use  of 
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them  in  correcting  a  second  edition  for 
the  press.  This  part  of  his  history,  how- 
ever, (in  the  4oth  book)  still  conveys  an 
imputation  upon  Mary's  conduct,  by 
dveelUng  on  the  di^st  she  had  con- 
ceived for  l^ord  Damley,  her  indecent 
appearance  in  public  only  twelve  days 
after  his  death,  and  her  notorious  fond- 
ness for  the  suspected  Bothwell,  whom 
she  afterwards  married. 

Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Memoirs,  here  al- 
luded to,  are  supposed  to  have  been  in- 
serted in  *'  Camden's  Annals  of  Qaeen 
Elizabeth;*'  and  Buckley,* in  his  edition  of, 
Thuanus,  mentions,  that  some  manuscript 
remarks  upon  this  part  of  his  history, 
then  preserved  in  the  Cottonian  Library 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Casaubon,  were 
said  to  have  been  dictated  by  King 
James. 

Such  was  the  reception  Thuanus's  his- 
tory experienced  in  England.    Opinions, 

*  Vol.  VII. 
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wluch  deserve  great  conuderation,  wer^ 
passed  upon  its  merits  in  other  quarters ; 
sod  a  reference  to  tbed!,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  piakes  a  part  of  the  present 
subject,  in  some  respects  presents  a  view 
of  the  state  of  literature  at  that  period, 
and  of  the  common  bond,  of  intimacy 
wbifih  it  formed  between  persons  of  dif-» 
ferent  ran}cs,  and  nations,  and  professioag 
of  faith. 

The  ^jector-palatine>  Fredejrjcls,  the 
Fourth,  addressed  a  letter  to  his  dear 
friend  Thuanus,  dated  Heidelberg,  Dec, 
IP,  i^oO.  He  thanics  him  for  a  present: 
received  of  the  second  publication  of  his 
history,  and  adds :  "  By  this  most  useful 
iwprk,  which  is  consecrated  to  eternitj, 
you  Jiaye  made  us  and  our  posterity  your 
debtors;  you  have  happUy,  and  by  mean* 
of  great  and  indefatigable  industry,  ascer- 
t^Bcd  the  truth  of  facts,  which  is  generally 
buried  amidst  the  conflict  of  parties ;  as^ 
have  most  meritoriously  asserted  it,  for 
the  benefit  of  succeeding  generations," 
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The  second  letter  is  in  French,  from  A 
Venetian  nobleman,  dated  i0o4,  who 
terms  Thuanus's  hiBtofy  "  an  excellent 
and  immortal  -work;'*  and  particularljr 
commends  it  on  the  grounds  of  veracity, ' 
and  puritj  of  language.  This  !ett«-  is 
remarkable  for  the  explicit  sentiments  it 
contains  respecting  religion,  which  it  is 
reasonable  to  conclude,  secretly  prevailed 
amongst  manymoderate  romaniats  of  that 
time ;  and  probably  influenced  Thn&nus 
himself-  This  writer  does  not  hesitate  to 
acknowledge  the  corruptioiw  of  the 
Romish  church,  but  asserts  that,  "  cor- 
tnpt  as  it  is,  it  is  neverthdess  the  catholic 
church."  He  wishes  Thuanus  to  under- 
take the  conversion  of  Casaubon,  and 
says,  "  that  good  man  is  mistaken  in 
supposing  there  is  no  difference  between 
a  Catholic  and  a  Papist/*  There  can  be 
Ettle  doubt  that  the  Court  ctf  Rome 
would  not  have  been  satisfied  with  these 
opinions,  but  would  have  condemned 
them  ^  heretical.    The  «ame  letter  men- 
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tions  that  a  copy  of  the  history  has  been 
sent  to  Father  Paul,  and  that  he  means  to 
write  by  the  next  opportunity ;  but  un- 
fortunately no  letter  appears  from  this 
great  man. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter, 
written  by  Thuanus  to  Joseph  Scaliger, 
in  iCO'l. 

"  Tou  will  receive  with  this  three  co- 
pies of  my  history,  which  you  may  dis- 
pose of  at  your  pleasure.  If  you  have 
Imwe  to  look  at  it,  I  beg  you  to  send  me 
your  opinion,  and  to  acquaint  me  honestly 
with  my  faults,  as  you  have  been  iised  to 
do :  I  will  take  pains  to  correct  them  in 
the  next  edition.  I  fear  their  number  is 
BO  great,  as  to  astonish  and  deter  you  from 
this  office ;  but  I  also  know  that  you  love 
me,  and  am  on  this  account  emboldened 
to  urge  my  request.  I  suppose  yoxu*  prin- 
ters are  already  at  work  upon  your  Euse- 
bius ;  their  diligence  will  never  keep  pace 
with  the  desire  we  have  of  seeing  it,  on  v 
account  of  the  benefit  every  one  hopes  to 
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denve  from  iU^t  I  am  particularly  influ- 
enced by  the  *  honor  that  awaits  me  froio 
its  publication,  an  honour  which  I  esteem 
tobe  greater  than  any  my  services  ^ve 
jnerited.  May  God  preserve  your  health, 
Ihat  you  may  be  enabled  to  complete  this 
■w^ork,  and  others  which  may  serve  as  bar- 
riers against  present  and  future  irruption* 
of  barbarismr" 

Scaligers  answer,  in  French,  is  dated 
from  Leyden,  in  the  same  year : 

"  Sir, 

"  I  return  my  humble  thanks  for  the 
three  copies  of  your  history,  which  you 
have  been  so  good  as  to  send  me.  In  the 
first  place,  I  read  with  attention  your  pre- 
face, and  was  absolutely  charmed  by 
the  purity  of  the  style,  and  the  honest 
holdness  of  the  sentiments.  I  shall  not 
quit  the  work  till  I  have  read  it  through. 


*  It  waa  dedicated  to  ThuMun, 
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1  have  seen  the  honorabfe  testimony*  o^ 
fcommendation  you  hare  been  pleased  to 
bestow  on  my  father;  who,  worthy  as  he 
was  of  being  praised,  could  not  have 
round  a  better  pan^yrist.  As  for  my- 
self, upon  whom  you  pass  an  encomium 
worthy  of  a  better  subject,  I'  shall  only 
Bay  that  the  reader  will  suppose  that  the 
merit  of  the  father,  and  the  friendship 
the  historian  entertmned  for  the  son* 
induced  him'  te  praise  both." 

Justus  Lipsius  advised  the  correction  of 
some  parts  of  the  work,  written  with  more 
freedom  than  was  suited  to  the  age. 
Thuanus  complins  of  this  censure  in  a 
letter  to  Joseph  Scaliger,  who  laughs  at 
Ijipsius,  and  calls  the  preface  "  a  divine 
composition,  in  which  the  reader  wUl  find 
the  dignity  of  the  senator,  the  fidelity  of 
the  historian,  and  the  elegance  of  the 
scholar."  In  l  OoO  he  published  his  Eu- 
sebius,  with  a  dedication  addressed   to 

•  See  tfee  sm  Book  of  ibe  History. 
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Thuanus,  which  commences  with  these 
terms  :  "To  whom  should  1  rather  dedi- 
cate this  work  than  to  you,  of  whose 
mental  endowments,  int^rity,  mild  dis- 
position, and  singular  moderation,  even  if 
I  had  not  known  them  by  experience,  the 
voice  of  common  fame  had  informed 
me." 

Daniel  Heinsius.  admires  the  history 
altt^ether,  and  in  particular  its  undaunt- 
ed freedom.  Grotius  is  astonished  that 
"  amidst  the  fatigue  of  business,  the 
author  should  have  found  leisure  to  com- 
pose a  work,  in  which  all  kinds  of  learn- 
ing are  united  with  true  wisdom."  He 
says  to  one  of  his  correspondents,  that 
Thuanus  writes  Latin  with  so  much  ele- 
gance, he  is  almost  deterred  from  using 
the  same  langui^e.  The  following  ex- 
tracts of  letters  from  this  celebrated  man 
to  Thuanus,  may  be  interesting,  in  prov- 
ing the  respect  and  esteem,  in  which  our 
Author  was  held  by  the  learned  and  dis- 
tinguished characters  of  his  age. 
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"  Most  Noble  Sir, 

"  I  STAID  a  year  in  France  ;  1  saw 
the  first  of  kingdoms,  the  first  of  kings,  the 
first  nobles  in  the  world.  This  gives  me 
great  pleasure;  but  I  saw  not  you,  which 
grieves  me.  I  could  not  insinuate  myself 
into  an  intimacy  with  you  ;  all  that  re- 
mains for  me,  is  to  endeavor  to  compen- 
sate, by  an  epistolary  correspondence, 
■that  point  in  which  I  personally  foiled." 
Delft,  April  i,  isgj). 

Extract  of  another  letter  from  Grotius, 
dated  i6o!: — 

"  I  am  wholly  employed  in  making 
collections,  which  may  be  of  use  to  you 
in  the  composition  of  your  annals  of 
France;  for  I  think  it  important  to  my 
country,  that  it  should  profit  by  so  admi- 
rable an  opportunity  of  having  its  exploits 
published,  together  with  the ,  history  of 
neighbouring  states.  I  shall  also  be  dili- 
gent in  examining,  as  you  desire,  the 
exact  place  and  time  at  which  learned 
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men  of  our  nation  have  died.  H^py 
are  you,  who  can  make  that  the  employ- 
ment of  your  leisure. hours,  which  I  can  . 
easily  conceive  are  but  few,  which  would 
be  a  work,  much  beyond  the  ability  of 
others,  who  should  devote  their  time  to  it. 
Happy  is  France,  in  being  governed  by 
men,  who,  whatever  portion  of  time  they 
may  have  at  their  disposal  after  executing 
public  biisiness,  employ  it  with  liberal 
spirit  in  the  service  of  literature.  May 
I  be  happy  enough,at  some  future  period, 
to  enjoy  in  that  country  the  society  of  her 
illustrious  characters.  I  do  not  despair 
that  this  period  may  soon  arrive^  whilst  1 
hope  that  I  shall  not  forfeit  your  fa- 
vor." 

Grotius  was  born  in  1583,  and  was 
tboefore  a  very  young  man  when  he  first 
addressed  Thuanus,  and  presented  him 
witli  his  edition  of  Martianus  Capella  (a 
Latin  poet  of  the  6th  century)  the  first 
fruits  t)f  his  studies,  and  dedicated  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde.     The  friendship  thus 
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.commenced  between  them,  continued 
until  the  death  of  Thuanus. 

Meursius,  another  learned  Dutchman, 
in  a  letter  to  Casaubon,  points  out  some 
errors,  which  Thuanus  committed  in 
the  History  of  the  Netherlands,  and  gives 
a  list  of  mistaken  names.  Thuanus  finds 
his  criticisms  too  severe,  and  though  he 
desired  they  might  be  continue,  his  sub- 
sequent letters  manifest  considerable  cool- 
ness to  Meursius. 

Lingelsheim,  of  Heidelbeig,  who  took 
the  charge  of  editing  the  entire  history 
after  the  author's  death,  is  the  most  lavish 
of  his  applause ;  and  language  seems  to 
jail  him,  whilst  be  expresses  his  astonish- 
ment at  the  beauties  of  Thuanus*s  work. 
He  calls  him  one  of  the  greatest  of  men.* 
Their  correspondence  partly  turns  on  edit- 
ing the  works  of  Occam ;  a  commission 
which  Thuanus  entrusted  to  M.  Bongars, 
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a  learned  man,  and  confidentially  era- 
ployed  by  King  Henry  IV.  in  Germany, 
Occam  was  a  scholastic  divine  of  the 
I-4th  century,  of  the  order  of  Cordeliers, 
and  by  birth  an  Englishman.  He  was 
stiled  by  his  party  the  invincible  Doctor, 
and  wrote  against  the  power  of  the 
Popes.  Tbuanus's  instructions,  on  the 
present  occasion,  with  regard  to  the  pub- 
lication of  bis  works,  are  interesting,  as 
they  shew  his  desire  of  counteracting  the 
pretensions  of  papal  authority;  which  he 
particularly  says  Cardinal  Bellarmine  has 
extfinded  too  far,  and  thinks  it  ought  to 
be  reduced  to  its  "  legitimate  and  primi- 
tive  limits."  Bongars  delivered  Thuanus's 
instructions  on  this  subject,  which  are 
very  particular,  to  Melchior  Goldast,  who 
published  some  of  Occam's  treatises  at 
Francfort,  in  l0l3. 

{Jbbo  Emmius  consults  Thuanus  con- 
cerning his  decades  of  the  history  of 
Friesland.  He  addresses  him  in  the  most 
respectful  manner*  uung  three  epithets. 
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and  sometimes  more,  "  most  noble,  most 
illustrious,  most  learned." 

Scipio  Gentilis  praises  the  history  in 
terms  so  similar  to  those  already  cited 
from  other  panegyrists,  that  it  is  needless 
to  insert  them.  He  urges  Thuanus  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  n'ork,  to  make  such 
just  and  fevorable  mention  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Altorf,  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
as  may  serve  to  invalidate  the  injurious 
statement  of  Osiander;  who,  in  his  Eccle- 
siastical History,  had  charged  it  with 
giving  support  to  Calvinism. 

Smetius,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  appears 
to  have  perused  Thuanus's  work,  with 
more  alacrity  than  any  other  of  his  critics; 
and  his  remarks  display  great  accuracy 
and  acuteness.  He  wishes  the  modern 
names  to  be  subjoined,  as  the  ancient  or 
latinized  names  are  difficult  to  be  under- 
stood. He  complains  that  there  are  no 
breaks  in  the  pages,  even  when  the  sub- 
ject changes ;  by  which  circumstance  the 
eye  is  fatigued.    He  objects  to  the  word* 
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'*  nos  et  nostra,"  *'  us  and  our/*  applied 
to  France,  as  implying  partiality. 

Smetius  makes  other  pertinent  remarks 
on  the  afiectation  of  disguising  names  of 
persons  and  places  in  order  to  preserve 
latinity.  "  You  do  not  write  (he  says) 
for  Cxsar,  or  Sallust,  or  Tacitus ;  but  it 
is  necessary  to  render  your  work  intelli- 
^bletoour  posterity."  The  critic  obtained 
no  answer  for  eight  months,  and  anxiously 
enquired  if  he  had  given  offence.  He 
then  received  a  very  •  friendly  letter;  but 
afterwards,  observing  that  in  a  new  edi- 
tion his  strictures  were  entirely  disr^ard- 
ed,  he  expresses  himself  doubtful  whether 
or  not  to  continue  them. 

Octavius  Meninius,  after  much  consider- 
ation, judges  Thuanus  to  be  the  most  emi- 
nent literary  character  In  Europe;  and 
therefore  he  paid  him  the  compUment, 
though  not  personally  known  to  the  histo- 
rian, to  dedicate  some  verses  to  him.  They 

•  Spripta»  peramici. 
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are  in  Alcaic  measure,  and  entitled,  "  The 
Immortality  of  the  Writings  of  the  iUu$<- 
trious  Thuanus."  The  principal  thought 
in  them  turns  upon  the  superiority  of 
mental  productions,  in  point  of  duration, 
over  other  monuments  of  human  skill. 
These  are  some  of  the  foest  stanzas ; 

-    Ter  o  beati,  qui  wbi  coasulunt, 
£teniitatein  nominis  et  pannt 
Doctas  per  artes ;  nunc  Itgeodo 
Qu«  velenun  vigibta  cur4. 
Nunc  lucubrando  poitera  qiic  l^em 
Afiretur  Ktas:  Tuque  poUuimitm 
Thuane,  felix  terquaterque, 
Ciym  opus  numero  carentn 
Viret  per  annos.     Vnich  Gallin 
Florentis,  o  flos,  taraque  gloria, 
Tbuane.  niuais  invidenda 
AusoDtii,  LAtioque  ccelo, 
Tu  uamque  molus,  incty  te,  publicos 
Pneseutis  aevi,  bellaque  tristia, 
Causa^que  belloram,  modosque, 
HitioriA  celebias  diMitft. 
El  nunc  tiiunipfaos  nobUium  Ducunit 
Nunc  magna  nanas  funera  priucipuiDi 
Fmctasque  itgnorum  columnai^ 
fX  penitus  qoatefacta  sceplis. 
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JEro  ftfepintis  jam  vide(»  MNiiuB 
Andire,  stncti  jam  gladiJ  micaot : 
Jam  pallor,  horror,. morsque  skt3 
Permediaseqailal  caleivat. 
Jam  jam  tremeudam  fulmiaii  in  modun 
Hcnricns  bastam  torqael,  «l,agmim 
frosteniit;  hosli  lenis  idem 
postmodo  dat  Teniainjacentt. 

Happy  are  tbey^  in  Fame's  brigbl  lUt  raroll'^ 
Who  read  and  imitate  Ibe  wim  nf  old : 
And  thou,  Thuanus,  happiest  of  those: 
Who,  in  llie  leKlnre  of  thy  uumennu  prose. 
Hast  dared  the  cause  and  bte  of  wan  to  trace. 
Thrones  rent,  and  kingiloms  ^aken  to  the  iiase. 
Is  it  a  dreami  or  do  I  liear  the  din 
or  anus ;  and  deeds  of  bloodshed  now  begin? 
'  Pale  fear,  and  flight,  and  horror,  hover  nigh. 
And  death  exulting  glut/his  cruel  eye. 
I  see  great  Henry  shake  bb  tbntidering  lance. 
And  like  a  God  o'er  proslnte  foes  advance  i 
And  now  in  mercy  bending  o'er  the  plain. 
He  Ufts  the  l^len,  and  relieves  their  pain. 

This  poet  writes  from  Venice/  which 
place  seems  to  have  luaDifested  particular 
fevor  towards  Thuanus.  His  chief  corre- 
spondence is  with  a  cluster  o£  German 
scholars,  who  formed  one  of  the  many 
constellations  which  had  long  begun  to 
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more  worthy  to  be  consulted  than  Livy 
was."  Our  historian  in  reply,  is  not  back- 
ward to  repay  this  profuse  pan^yric. 

The  other  Spaniard  is  not  so  courteous. 
He  has  never  been  in  France,  but  having 
conceived  a  great  adection  for  that  coun- 
try, proposes  to  write  its  history.  In 
order  to  gain  a  more  accurate  knowledge 
of  facts,  he  wishes  to  peruse  the  work  of 
Thuanus,  particularly  that  part  of  it 
which  relates  to  the  civil  wars.  Unfor- 
tunately he  is  precluded  ^om  reaping  the 
desired  advant^e,  by  his  imperfect  know- 
■  ledge  of  the  I^tin  language.  He  waits 
therefore  until  the  history  be  translated 
into  French;  and  meanwhile  contents 
bimsdf  with  blaming,  in  severe  term^ 
some  of  its  faults,  which  he  seems  to 
have  discovered  from  general  report,  par* 
ticularly  the  favor  shewn  by  the  Author 
to  Calvinists,  and  his  consequent  want  of 
2eal  forthe  papal-interests. 

To  this 'letter,  dated  l6l0,  there  is  no 
reply  from  Thuanus.    He  was  perhaps  in 
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too'  great  afitiction.  Beudes  the  distress 
occasioned  by  some  public  troubles,  the 
death  of  his  second  "wife,  Gasparde  de  la 
Chastre,  daughter  of  the  Count  de  Nan- 
cy, had  taken  place  in  that  yrar.  He 
bad  married  her  in  the  year  1602,  and 
bad  by  her  three  sons,  and  three  daugh- 
ters. 

Camden,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  those 
already  considered,  notes  some  few  errors 
committed  by  Thuanus,  in  the  names  of 
places  in  England  and  Ireland.  He 
praises  the  work  "  for  judgment,  dili- 
gence, and  fidelity,"  and  exhorts  his 
fiiend  not  to  be  deterred,  from  prosecuting 
it,  by  calumny,  which  was  to  be  expect- 
ed ;  "  for  (he  adds)  the  historian's  task 
is  in  the  beginning  envy,  in  the  continua- 
tion la,bor,  in  the  end  hatred." 

Casaubon  says,  that  "  difierent  persons 
admire  the  divine  historyof  the  great 
Thuanus  on  diderent  accounts ;"  he  thinks 
the  "  correct  judgment  passed  in  it  on  so 
many  learned  men  by  no  means  its  least 
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excellence."  At  another  time  Casaubon 
writes,  "  a  person  may  receive  without 
hesitation,  as  a  worft  of  merit,  any  book 
that  has  been  approved  by  Thuanus." 

There  are  some  notes  extant  on  the 
history  by  the  celebrated  Du  Plessis 
Momay,  who,  in  the  time  of  King  Henry 
the  Fourth,  obtained  so  much  considera- 
tion among  his  paity,  that  he  was  called 
the  Pope  of  the  Protestants.  These  re- 
marks are  made  upon  particular  passages, 
and  relate  chiefly  to  some  circumstances, 
of  which  Du  PJessis  Momay  had  a  po-- 
sonal  knowledge.  Like  the  observations 
on  Hiuanus,  scattered  in  diderent  parts 
of  Bayle's  Dictionary,  they  are  more 
interesting  to  the-  readers  of  the  history 
itself,  than  to  those  who  wish  only  to  be 
acquainted  with  its  general  character. 
Thuanus,  at  the  end  of  his  127th  book, 
giving  an  account  of  Francis  Junius,  fa- 
ther erf  the  grammarian,  represents  him 
as  a  man  "  of  unstable  genius,  who  at- 
tempted many  things,  but,  with  respect 
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to  his  success^  learned  men  must  dedde." 
Gerard  Vossius,  son-in-law  to  Junioa, 
ratered  into  a  vindication  of  him  from 
this  aspersion ;  and  Bayle  screes  with 
Vossius  in  pronouncing  the  censure  un- 
just. 

Having  thus  considered,  in  one  point  of 
view,  the  reception  which  the  history  of 
Hiuanus  experienced  among  foreigners; 
it  remains  that  we  relate  its  fate  in 
France,  and  collect  the  materials,  which 
are  but  scanty,  relative  to  the  remaining 
years  of  our  Author's  life. 

Hie  two  subjoined  letters,  addressed  to 
him  by  King  Henry  the  Fourth,  and  dated 
in  1508«  wilt  sufficiently  Shew  the  esteem 
and  regard  that  monarch  entertained  for 
him,  before  the  publication  of  his  histo- 
rical work;     They  are  written  in  French. 

"  M.  PilESIDENT, 

"  I  HAVE  recdved  so  many  con- 
vincing proofs  of  your  afiection  for  my 
service,  and  am  so  much  pleased  with 
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them,  that  I  have  determined  to  delay  no 
longer  to  testify  my  feelings  on  the  sub- 
ject* and  to  manifest  the  esteem  which 
your  talents,  probity,  and  manly  spirit, 
have  raised  in  my  mind.  These  qualities 
are  particularly  commendable  in  this  age, 
which  has  been  so  much  depraved  by  the 
iniquity  of  times  past.  Wishing  therefore 
to  make  all  the  world  acknowledge  your 
merit,  as  I  acknowledge  it;  and  on  this 
account  to  bring  you  nearer  my  person, 
and  employ  you  in  more  important  affairs, 
I  have  caused  a  commission  of  counsellor 
of  state  and  of  finance  to  be  made  out, 
and  now  send  it  you.  1  desire  and  intend, 
that  you  should  in  future  be  present  and 
assist  at  all  my  councils,  and  I  promise 
myself  that  your  service  will  not  be  less 
feithful  and  afiectionate  than  it  has  hither- 
to been :  I  hope  it  will  be  continued,  and 
you  are  to  expect  from  me  all  the  re- 
turn a  good  master,  and  one  who  loves 
you,  can  make;  as  events  shall  convince 
you. 
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"  I  wrote  to  you  some  time  since  to 
remove  from  the  hands  of  the  nephew  of 
the  late  Abbe  of  Bellebranche,  the  library 
of  tlie  late  Queen-Mother*  of  my  lord  the 
King;  and  if  you  have  not  already  exe- 
cuted this  commission,  I  again  desire  and 
pommand  it;  as  a  thing  which  I  desire 
and  wish  and  have  much  at  heart,  in  order 
that  no  part  of  it  may  be  lost,  and  that 
you  may  add  it  to  my  own  collection. 
Adieu,  M.  President. 

"  Henht." 
Monceaux,  Nov.  4,  liQS. 

"  ]Vf!  President, 

*'  Before  you  could  mtiIc  to  me, 
or  any  person  in  the  world  speak  to  me  in 
your  behalf,  as  soon  as  I  heard  the  news 
of  the  death  of  the  Bishop  of  Chartres 
-your  uncle,  I  remembered  the  reversion  of 
the  Abbey  of  Bellefontaine,  which  I  bad 
granted  to  you  on  his  death.  Such  are 
the  proofs  I  wish  to  give  of  my  remem- 

•  Catherine  de  Medicis. 
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brahce  of  your  services ;  as  also  the  com- 
mission of"  Counsellor  of  State,  founded 
on  the  confidence  I  have  always  had  in 
your  fidelity  and  attachment.  Upon  the 
same  ground  you  shall  always,  upon  oc- 
casion, find  me  as  much  disposed  to  shew 
ftiy  acknowledgement,  as  I  now  sincerely 
pray  God,  M.  President,  to  have  you  in 
his  holy  keeping. 

"  Henrt." 
Monceaux,  Nov.  10. 

There  is  no  date  of  the  year,  but  the 
Bishop  of  Chartres,  died  iu  15Q8. 

The  Kii^  expressed  himself  extremely 
pleased  with  our  A  uthor^s  preface,  and  had 
ittranslatedinto French,  He  could  nothave 
been  offended  at  the  general  tenor  of  a 
work,  whicli  defended  the  rights  of  his 
crown,  and  in  religious  aff^rs  extolled  that 
moderation,  which  he  had  himself  used. 

Nevertheless  the  clouds  of  royal  dis- 
pleasure soon  began  to  appear,  and  seem 
to  have  been  caused  by  the  apprehension 
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Heiiry  felt  of  entangling  himself  in  fresh 
disputes  with  the  Court  of  Rome*  In  a. 
letter  to  his  embassador  at  that  p1ace» 
dated  May  4th,  l6o4,  he  says:  "  When 
the  Pope's  nuncio  spoke  to  me,  in  terms 
of  complaint,  against  tfie President's  book, 
rl  let  him  know  my  disapprobation  tff  it, 
and  that  I  had  stopped  Its  sale>  which 
has  been  done." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  Peti^r  du  Puy 
to  Joseph  Scialiger,  dated  Paris,  Nov. 

}Q,  l0O4. 

"  The  Presideilt's  work  isj  I  under- 
ktand,  an  admirable  composition;  and  yet 
has  been  attacked  with  much  slander  and 
Calumny  by  the  Jesuits,  and  other  people 
of  that  sort,  who  do  not  deserve  to  see  it> 
less  to  read  it,  and  much  less  to  dare  give 
an  opinion  on  it.  He  Informed  me  the 
other  dayj  of  a  singularinstance  of  ground- 
less accusation.  At  the  beginning  of  his 
third  book  he  says  that  Henrj',  King  of 
England,  declared  himself  head  of  his 
Church,  and  *'  upon  the  whole  (these  are 
s  2 
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his  words)  ordained  good  and  learned 
bishops."  The  Jesuits  and  their  party 
blame  this  manner  of  speaking.  Now  he 
has  discovered  that  Sanders,  who  wrote 
*  Of  the  State  of  the  English  Church/ 
(his  book  is  printed  at  Rome)  when  he 
speaks  of  these  bishops,  calls  them  *  by 
no  means  bad.'  Tfou  see  then,  Sir,  iii 
what  trouble  those  who  wiU  write  in  these 
times  involve  themselves;  for  if  they  do 
not  wfite  according  to  the  humour  and 
disposition  of  these  people,  censure  is  im- 
mediately abroad,  and  they  sift  even  to 
the  very  expression  for  a  fault."  This 
account  must  be  understood  with  some 
limitation,  for  one  of  our  Author's  friends 
about  this  time,  writes  that  a  new  edition 
is  in  the  press,  and  tliat  no  copies  of  the 
old  can  be  procured. 

Our  author  himself,  writing  to  a  friend, 
speaks  in  these  ferms  of  his  history:  the 
letter  is  in  French,  dated  Paris,  September 
3,  1  Oo4 :  "  'ITie  trouble  I  have  experienced  ^ 
on  account  of  my  history,  and  the  ill-will 
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it  has  caused  me,  almost  extinguish  the 
desire  I  had  of  continuing  a  work  which 
from  its  subject  must  have  been  useful  to 
the  public,  and  my  fidelity  and  diligence 
might  have  encreased  its  importance.  But 
I  have  learnt  from  sad  experience  that  the 
wages  of  those  who  embrace  truth,  is  ha- 
tred from  the  great,  who  wish  at  all  events 
to  be  flattered:  so  that  if  after  having 
praised  them  where  they  descr^-e  praise, 
.  you  happen  to  surprize  them  in  some  fault, 
(as-it  is  impossible  that  those  who  are  ex- 
posed to  the  sight  of  all  the  world,  and 
employed  in  public  affairs,  should  not 
waver  sometimes,)  they  are  angry  and 
forget  all  the  past.  Then  it  happens,  ac- 
cording to  the  proverb,  that  for  a  broken 
glass  ten  years  of  service  shall  be  lost. 
Against  all  this  I  seek  consolation  in  my 
conscience,  &c." 

J t  appears  that  King  Henry,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  clamour  raised,  thought  it 
necessary  seriously  to  discountenance  the 
work.     The  following  extract  is.part  of 


:.bv  Google 


J83  THE  LIFE  OF  [l6<4 

a  letter  from  De  Ville^oi,  his  minister,  tct 
the  King's  embassador  at  Rome,  dated 
May  5,  lOoa. 

"  I  believe  the  President  repents  of 
having  published  his  history,  and  that  he 
would  not  proceed  to  such  ler^gths,  if  the 
thing  were  to  be  done  again.  We  must: 
contrive  with  as  little  noise  as  possible, 
,  to  apply  some  remedy ;  and  there  is  no 
other  hut  to  pre^'ent  itS;  re-publication. 
I  have  spoken  to  him  hy  his  Majesty'g 
desire ;  and  he  says  hp  will  be  the  first  to 
bury  it  in  oblivion,  and  to  prevent  farther 
discourse  on  the  subject.  Not  that  he 
thinks  he  has  failed  in  this  work,  nor  has. 
he  in  the  l?ast  alterpd  his  opinion  on  reli- 
gious topics;  but  he  would  not  do  any 
thing  disagreeable  to  his.  Majesty,  or  pre- 
judicial to  his  interests."  These  senti- 
ments are  very  creditable  to  him.  Though 
the  avenues  to  public  favor  were  thus  i^  ' 
some  measure  closed,  our  Author  conti- 
nued, without  remission,  to  prosecute  in 
private  his  favorite  pursuit. 
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In  the  year  160O,  he  brought  bis  his- 
tory down  to  the  year  1601,  and  con- 
cluded it  with  the  event  of  the  Dauphin's 
birth.  "  Upon  this  occasion,"  he  says,* 
"the  Parisians  and  all  the  cities  throughout 
the  realm,  testified  the  public  joy  by  the 
festive  firing  of  canon.  Thanksgivings 
were  offered  in  the  churches,  and  the 
minds  of  all  men  were  animated  by  the 
prospect  of  acertain succession  in  the  royal 
family,  and  of  tranquillity  thus  ensured  to 
posterity,  The  public  peace  would  still 
have  appeared  insecure,  if  this  inheritor  of 
the  crown  had  sprung  from  any  other 
than  that  same  great  man,  to  whom  all 
individually  and  collectively,  owed  their 
safety.  Under  him  it  was  reasonable  to 
hope,  that  the  dominion  established  by  the 
valor  of  the  father,  would  hereafter  be 
administered  by  the  son,  in  uninterrupte4 
peace,  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  hap^ 
piness  of  the  people.     Proceed,  (he  con- 
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tinucs)  under  these  prosperous  auspices, 
O  child,  beloved  of  Heaven;  and  whilst 
you  renew  the  name  of  Dauphin,  which 
so  long  threatened  to  be  extinct,  establish 
the  splendor  of  the  regal  dignity,  which 
these  commotions  tarnished,  in  the  minds 
of  the  French.  Proceed  to  unite  those 
discordant  inclinations  already  joined  by 
yoxu"  illustrious  father,  directing  especially 
all  your  councils,  and  enei^es,,to  promote 
the  glory  of  God,  by  whom  and  for 
whom  kings  reign.  Be  just;  be  peace- 
able towards  your  rifeighbours ;  benign  to 
your  sufejects  ;  order  your  government  so 
as  to  give  dignity  to  virtue,  and  rewards 
to  merit,  to  the  extinction  of  vile  corrup- 
tion, the  pasture  on  which  avarice  fettens. 
Establish  a  strict  rule  of  equity  amongst 
all  ranks,  that  the  sacred  ministers  may 
have  nothing  to  complain  of  in  respect 
of  God's  worship,  or  of  reverence  to  them- 
selves; that  the  nobility  may  find  no  defi- 
ciency of  honors  and  dignities,  nor  the 
people  of  that  attention  which  is  their 
due."  . 
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The  administration  of  Louis  XIII.  was 
triumphant,  though  perhaps  not  so  vir- 
tuous, under  Cardinal  Richelieu,  as  com- 
pletely to  fulfil  the  hopes  of  ITiuanus. 
His  wishes  on  another  point  were  frus- 
trated; for,  in  the  year  lOlo,  a  sacrile- 
gious hand  prematurely  intercepted  the 
glory  and  the  life  of  the  great  Henry* 

There  is  a  letter  from  our  author  to  the 
President  Jeannin,  dated  1 0 1 1 ,  whidi 
bears  every  mark  of  authenticity,  and  is 
extremely  curious  from  the  undisguised 
manner.  In  which  it  displays  his  feelings 
and  opinions.  It  contains  also  a  sort  of  epi- 
tome of  his  life,  and  was  composed  on  the 
following  occasion  :  Harley,  Thuanus's 
brother-in-law,  resigned  his  office  of  First 
President  of  the  ParUament,  under  the 
conviction  that  Thuanus  would  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  -vacancy,  by  the  Queen  Re- 
gent, Mary  of  Medicis.  But  those  enemies, 
whom  his  writings  had  raised,  found 
means  to  occupy  the  sovereign's  ear  to 
his  prejudice,  and  he  met  with  a  repulse. 
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Under  the  iofluence  of  chagrin  ^d  re- 
sentment^ occasioned  bythis  circumstance, 
the  letter  in  question  was  written.  It, 
fills  seven  folio  pages. 

He  begins  by  acknowledging  the  kind 
headship  of  Jeannin,  in  coming  to  his. 
house  to  console  him,  upon  the  subject  of 
this  repulse ;  and  in  persevering  in  the 
ponversation,  though  Thuanus  at  first  det 
clined  it,  considering  the  mattet  to  be 
incapable  of  redress.  He  had  determined 
also  that  no  bitter  expression  should 
escape  his  lips,  while  the  cause  of  grief 
was  yet  fresh  in  his  mind ;  and  wished 
to  take  time  for  debating  with  himself, 
and  consulting  his  friends,  upon  the  line 
of  conduct  proper  to  be  pursued,  H& 
has  now  had  leisure  to  do  this,  but  pro- 
fesses himself  to  be  sdllin  doubt^  whether 
to  resume  the  functions  of  the  bw  in  his 
old  office,  or,  as  inclination  leads,  to  retire 
into  privacy  from  courtly  splendor  and 
tumult.  The  reasons  on  bpth  sides,  as 
they  occurred  tp  him  at  his  country  hous? 
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^t  YiUebon,  w^tile  ccmsidering  the  subject, 
^nd  begging  God  to  direct  him  right,  he 
wishes  tQ  submit,  without  order,  to  his 
friend  ;_and,  knowing  his  candor  and  pru- 
dence, constitutes  him  sole  director  of  the 
conduct,  which  he  ought,  as  an  honest 
man  and  a  gentleman,  to  adopt. 

"  I  grieve,"  he  says,  "  for  the  injury  I 
have  sustained  in  my  own  person  ;  I  grieve 
more,  because  greater  injury  has  been  of^ 
fered  to  the  commonwealth.  1  have  ne- 
glected my  private  affairs,  but  the  wounds 
of  my  country  never :  none  can  accuse 
me  of  avarice  or  ambition ;  and  if,  in  the 
present  instance,  my  cause  can  in  any 
way  be  separated  from  that  of  the  public, 
I  am  content  to  be  silent, 

"  My  ancestors,  on  both  sides,  rank 
among  the  principal  dignitaries  of  the 
law.  My  father  instilled  into  me  the 
principles  of  pure  patriotism  ;  and,  in  the 
beginning  of  my  legal  career,  I  gained 
the  friendship  of  noblemen  who  enter- 
^ned  sin^ilar  opinions.     My  reputation 
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encreased,  and  procured  me  the  notice  of 
kings  and  princes.  To  my  sovereign. 
King  Henry  III.  I  was  an  active  and 
faithful  servant,  whilst  the  storm  of  cala- 
mity w^as  upon  him  :  I  executed  his  com- 
missions to  the  chief  magistrates  of  the 
provinces,  was  chosen  of  his  privy  coun- 
cil, and,  far  from  consulting  my  own 
case,  acccHnpanied  Schomberg  in  his  expe- 
dition to  Italy  and  Germany.  At  Venice, 
I  received  the  afflicting  information  of  my 
sovereign's  assassination.  Upon  my  re- 
turn, I  waited  on  the  new  king  at  Cha- 
teaudun,  and  gave  him  intelligence  re- 
specting the  two  countries  I  had  ^-isited. 

•'  For  five  years  I  remained  in  the  camp,- 
with  the  exception  of  some  short  excur- 
sions, on  the  business  of  the  state  ;  and 
when  at  length  peace  was  established, 
1  retired  to  my  books  and  my  family, 
happy,  in  addition  to  the  common  bless- 
ing, in  possessing  a  good  conscience  and 
unshaken  loyalty.  I  supposed,  indeed, 
that  the  King  would  not  forget  my  ser- 
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"vices  during  these  fire  years,  and  that  I 
had  suffered  the  wreck  of  all  my  property ; 
and  had  never  yet  received  pension  or  re- 
ward. His  Majesty  allowed  my  disin- 
terestedness, and  contrasted  it  with  the 
conduct  of  others,  to  my  commendation. 
The  honor  of  that  commendation  was  all 
I  gained  :  the  King's  mind  changed  with 
his  fortunes:  I  had  the  mortification  to 
experience  that  the  favor  of  princes  fluc- 
tuates ;  that  they  gladly  forget  their  asso- 
ciates in  adversity,  and  consider  any 
attempt  at  reviving  in  their  minds  the 
memory  of  past  events,  in  the  light  of 
reproach.  Why  do  I  enlarge  on  this 
topic  ?  That  you  may  be  convinced  of  the 
hardship  of  my  destiny,  which  has  made 
me  the  sport  of  ingratitude. 

"  Thus  a  chilling  silence  was  obsen'ed 
towards  me  for  two  years.  Discontents 
then  arose  among  the  Protestants,  and 
Thuanus's  services  forsooth  were  again 
found  necessary.  But  I  excused  myself 
at  first  from  engaging  in  the  negociation 
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with  tiicm,  because  I  foresaw  the  burden 
bf  ill-will  I  should  derive  from  it.  Ac- 
cordingly I  was  employed  for  two  years 
in  other  coinmissions>  and  at  leisure 
hours  in  the  composition  of  my  historyi 
As  this  work  is  the  chief  ground  of  accu- 
sation against  me>  and  I  have  now  men- 
tiotied  itj  sufibr  me  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  subject; 

"  I  always  considered  that  I  was  not 
bom  for  myself  alone,  but  for  my  friends 
and  for  my  country ;  and  my  inclination 
leading  me  to  history,  I  thought,  by  com- 
posing a  relation  of  the  events  of  our  own 
times,  I  should  perform  an  act  honorable 
to  myself,  and  not  without  advantage  to 
the  public.  I  entertained  this  thought 
from  my  early  youth,  arid  never  lost 
flight  of  it,  during  the  various  avocationH 
of  my  life  J  but  contihued  to  collect  ne- 
cessary documents,  published  and  un-* 
published,  from  the  commentaries  of  ge- 
nerals, acts  of  legations,  and  papers  of 
the  secretaries  of  state.     These  materials 
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1  further  reduced  to  the  scale  of  truth*  . 
by  consulting  the  opinion  of  many  emi- 
Tient  paeons  of  the  time,  who  honored 
me  with    their  friendship.    Such  were 
Dc  Foix,  Pibrac,  and  Schomberg. 

"  Thus  prepared,  I  began  to  write,  be- 
fore the  civil  war  was  yet  extinguished. 
That  I  have  preserved  tbe  most  uncor- 
rupt  fidelity,  without  hatred  or  affection, 
with  no  other  object  in  view  but  the 
glory  of  God  and  tbe  public  good,  1  call 
God  himself  to  witness,  who  endowed 
me  with  ability  to  complete  so  volumi- 
nous a  work,  in  the  midst  of  numerous 
avocations.  I  do  not  presume  to  think 
myself  equal  to  many  of  my  predecessors 
in  the  graces  of  style,  in  luminous  arrange- 
ment, or  weight  of  sentiment ;  but  in 
diligence  and  fidelity  1  yield  to  none. 
Of  this,  be  you  and  posterity  my  judges. 

"  My  progress  was  considerable,  when 
1  heard  that  a  copy  of  the  first  parts, 
which  the  curiosity  of  a  German  amanu- 
ensis had  induced  him  to  transcribe,  had 
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found  its  way  into  that  country,  and  was 
on  the  point  of  being  edited.  What  could 
I  do  ?  I  thought  of  regaining  the  trans- 
script,  but  it  had  probably  been  copied 
again  and  again.  It  remained  therefore 
that  I  should  myself  publish  the  work  ; 
and  it  was  not  from  ambition  I  added  my 
name;  but  because  I  preferred  risking 
favor  at  court,  fortune  at  home,  and  re- 
putation abroad,  to  the  ^chance  of  invali- 
dating, by  affected  prudence,  the.credit  of 
a  work  executed  with  great  labor,  for  the 
public  weal. 

*'  I  expected  the  attacks  of  malice,  but 
the  event  exceeded  my  expectation. 
Some  noblemen  (a  class  of  persons  who 
do  not  see  with  their  own  eyes)  suffered 
themselves  to  imbibe  a  prejudice  against 
me;  my  cause  was  judged  among  my 
enemies  at  Rome ;  and  by  an  absurd  sen- 
tence, the  entire  work  was  there  con- 
demned, while  as  yet  only  a  third  part 
was  before  the  world.  It  was  conceived 
that  this  would  be  ao  obstacle  to  my 


^cb,  Google 


^58.]  THUAKUS.  193 

attainment  of  the  dignitjr  in  question,  to 
which  I  had  even  then  received  the  de- 
signation, in  the  wishes  of  all  good  men. 

"  The  King  was  at  first  my  protector; 
but  die  subtlety  of  my  enemies,  more 
than  their  open  slander,  induced  him  to 
waver.  The  death  of  some  of  my  friend^ 
m  particular  of  the  Cardinals  Serafin  and 
ITOssat,  and  the  coolness  and  inactivity 
of  odiers,  left  me  without  8upp<Hrt. 
Sillery  eqiedally  was  silent  in  niy  bdialf 
to  the  Sing,  and  I  think  I  have  reason 
to  complmn  of  his  pride  or  his  prudence. 
After  I  had  sent  him  my  book,  it  was  an 
insult  not  to  read  the  pre&ce :  but  if  he 
had  r^  it,  and  forbore  to  use  the  defence 
there  adduced,  his  caution  Was  greater 
than  lus  friendship.  I  confess  I  was  in- 
dignant, and  said,  that  if  even  Spain  had 
been  my  native  country,  I  should  have 
reca^^d  there  the  |tonor  denied  me  in 
France. 

^'  These  circumstances  combined  to 
HMke.me  an  object  of  easy  oppression  to 
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the  cotirt  of  Rome.  Their  censures  were 
levelled  at  two  marks,  viz.  the  concern 
I  had  in  fraHiing  the  edict  in  favor  of  the 
Protestants,  and  the  freedom  of  my  his- 
tory, particularly  in  defending  the  rights 
of  ray  countrj'. 

"  I  became  their  victim.  The  Queen 
meanwhile  was  my  £Hend,  continually 
employed  my  services,  and  strongly  en- 
couraged me  to  aspire  to  the  dignity  in 
question.  Her  kindness  was  repeatedly 
confirmed  to  me  by  her  treasurer,  who 
went  between  us  secretly  on  account  of 
the  suspicious  temper  of  the  King.  I  only 
entreated  from  her  Majesty  a  continuance 
of  her  regard,  and  that  she  would  in  this 
afeir  chiefly  consult  her  own  interest,  and 
that  of  the  state. 

"  Upon  the  almost  miraculous  event  of 
the  King's  death,  amidst  the  general  con- 
sternation, the  parliament  performed  their 
duty  in  declaring  the  Queen  regent ;  and 
Harlay  and  myself  exceeded  our  colleagues 
in  alacrity  on  the  occasion.     Four  days 
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after,  when  I  went  to  pay  my  respects  to 
her  Majesty,  she  made  me  the  most  ex- 
plicit declarations  of  favor;  not  that  I 
earnestly  courted  any  thing,  but  rather 
sought  to  make  myself  worthy  of  the 
dignity,  than  to  possess  it.  fiut  I  soon  ex- 
perienced in  the  Queen  the  same  change 
theKing  had  manifested.  What  was  the 
cause  of  this  alteration  I  am  yet  to  seek. 
I  hear  that  the  friendship  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde  was  considered  as  a  ground  of  ob- 
jection to  me.  Unhappy  that  I  am,  whom 
both  friends  and  enemies  conspire  to  mr 
jure!  I  declare  I  never  ingratiated  mysdf 
with  the  Prince  of  Cond^,  but  for  the 
public  good.  And  when  I  recommended 
to  Ring  Henry  IV.  to  invite  this  young 
prince  to  court,  it  was  with  the  concur- 
rence of  many  loyal  noblemen,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  Ring  had  no  offspring  and 
■was  unmarried,  and  without  thought  of 
marriage.  The  l^t  services  which  I  per- 
formed for  the  Prince  of  <'6nde,  are  bind- 
iog  on  the  conscience  of  the  Queen  her- 
o  3 
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self.  Her  Majesty  was  concerned  in  the 
transaction^  and  as  the  secret  is  more  hers 
than  mine,  I  forhear  to  divulge  it. 

"  From  concern  for  the  public  welfere, 
I  afterwards  took  great  pains  to  recondle 
the  Prince  to  the  Queen ;  but  so  far  was 
I  from  consulting  ray  own  interest,  that 
I  would  not  suffer  any  mention  to  be 
made  of  myself.  I  might  have  extorted 
the  olHce,  which  is  now  refused  to  me, 
as  a  condition  from  my  employers;  but  I 
preferred  owing  it  to  her  Majesty's  free 
favor,  and  thought  this  modesty  and  mo* 
deration  of  mine  would  be  properly  appre- 
ciated. But  I  find  to  my  misfortune  that 
deceit  and  falsehood  are  the  passport  to 
courtly  honors;  and  that  whoever  has 
most  impudence  and  least  probr^  acquires 
in  proportion  extensive  influence.  I  may 
say  with  the  poet  of  Aquinum,  ^  What 
should  I  do  at  Rome }  I  cannot  lie.* 

"  The  conclusion  of  the  Prince,  of 
Conde's  a^r  proved  my  integrity :  and 
ray  adversaries  turned  their  thoughts  to 
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^ten  another  accusation  upon  my  cha- 
racter. They  laid  to  my  account  the 
severe  decree  of  parliament,  issued  against 
Cardinal  Bellarmine's  hook;  and  per- 
suaded the  Queen  that  these  disputes  with 
the  papal  court  would  have  no  end,  if  I 
succeeded  to  Harlay's  situation-.  It  was 
■ferther  insmuated  that  the  Prince  of  Conde 
would  not  now  take  umbrage  at  my  re- 
|>ul5ei  and  indeed  there  was  a  coolness 
between  us,  because  I  would  not  be  sub- 
servient to  all  his  designs. 

"  Thus  was  I  excluded  from  parliament 
and  ftom  ^vor  at  court.  This  flagrant 
ingratitude,  of  which  all  must  be  sensible, 
makes  my  private  injuiy  a  public  concern, 
on  account  of  the  example  which  it 
a^rds.  The  measure  of  this  unjust  re- 
turn to  my  important  exertions  is  farther 
encreased  by  a  comparison  of  my  rival,  a 
new  man,  unknown,  one  confessedly  infe-, 
rior  to  many  who  yielded  to  my  pretensions, 
and  who  began  his  race  of  favor  by 
f^hamefully  supplanting  another,     Mor^- 
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over  if  there  was  a  determination  to  crush 
me,  instead  of  making  me  wait  in  at- 
tendance and  suspence,  if  would  have 
been  merciful  to  hare  destro^'ed  my  hopes 
at  once. 

'*  During  this  time  I  made  no  impor- 
tunate solicitations ;  I  did  not  even  use 
the  interference  of  noblemen  who  volun- 
tarily offered  it ;  but  committed  myself  to 
the  Queen's  bounty.  How  did  1  thea 
deserve,  by  a  life  of  innocence  and  disin- 
terestedness, to  be  deluded  at  last  to  my 
so  great  disgrace  i  I  assume  no  merit 
on  the  ground  of  family  and  connections. 
Yet  even  these  adventitious  ornaments  de- 
serve respect^  as  illustrating  the  dignity  of 
virtue. 

"  In  a  lawyer's  life,  I  commend  mode- 
rate wealth,  frugal  splendor,  courteous 
gravity.  Disproportionate  pride,  luxury, 
and  thirst  of  power,  I  cannot  endure. 
Corruption,  and  even  the  suspicion  of  ity 
which  whether  truly  or  not  attaches  to 
ifiy  competitor,  I  hold  in  scorn  ;  and  de- 


:.bv  Google 


test  brothels,  dice,  and  free  living,  those 
incitements  to  immodesty.  These  senti- 
ments turn  my  private  injury  ifito  a  public 
concern. 

"  I  have  shewn  that  I  could  endure  a 
superior,  when  he  was  a  hian  of  gravity, 
and  unimpeachable  conduct. 

''  In  the  parliament  I  can  no  longer 
retain  that  character  which  belongs  to  mc. 

■  But  you  invite  me  to  try  my  fortune  at 
court ;  that  is  to  say,  amongst  harpies, 
chim:£ras,  monsters.  You  transform  me 
to  an  Ixion,  and  present  me  with  a  cloud 
to  fill  my  embraces.  No;  I  devote  my- 
self to  solid  Virtue,  seated  on  a  Cube ; 
alike  incapable  of  deceiving  and  of  being 
deceived,  which  rejoices  in  the  truth,  and 
abominates  disguise.  Such  has  been  my 
life,  that  I  can  never  stoop  to  supplicate, 
to  observe"  the  nod  of  another,  to  flatter 
and  feign  and  'grow:,  old  in  the  practice 

■  of  falsehood,  vanity,  and  dissimulation. 

"  But,  (I  will  suppose  my  friends  to 
fivggest  this)  you  have  been  lately  made 
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one  of  the  three  Birecton  of  the  Finances. 
Do  you  hold  in  such  slight  estimation 
a  place  which  has  been  the  object  of  much 
competition }  When  this  place  wa^  given 
me,  my  di^race  was  already  in  contem- 
plation: therefore  I  wished  to  excuse 
myself  from  accepting  it ;  and  nothing 
would  have  induced  me  to  accept  it  but 
the  positive  commands  of  the  Queen,  and 
the  fear  that  my  refusal  would  be  attri- 
buted to  pride.  Besides,  holden  up  as  I 
here  been  to  suspicion,  what  have  I  to  do 
with  the  finances  ? 

"  Tell  me,  am  1  to  pass  my  life  in 
petty  financial  disputes  ?  Am  I  'to  die  In 
them  ?  Who  would  have  thought  that 
Thuanus,  attached  from  his  eariy  youth 
to  letters,  whom  the  courtiers,  in  female 
assemblies,  commonly  call  the  philoso- 
pher, (a  name  honorable  in  itself,  though 
designed  for  ridicule)  should  have  to  pass, 
in  the  decline  of  life,  from  the  seat  of 
Justice  to  the  tables  of  money-changers  ? 
Thus  my  unhappy  fortune  has  converted 
1 


:.bv  Google 


At5«.]  '    THUAKU&  «n 

into  disgrace  that  which  would  haT«  been 
lu>nor  to  another. 

*'  Considering  the  party  now  in  power, 
I  do  not  see  mudi  prospect  for  roe  at 
Court.  The  same  causes  which  deprived 
me  of  senatorial  honors,  would  exclude 
toe  from  the  ro^  favor. 
-  "  It  is  publicly  remarked,  that  the  fac- 
tions and  discontented  now  bear  sway ; 
the  same  spirit  prev^ls  which  shook  die 
kingdom  twenty-tire  years  ago,  and  ruined 
it  under  King  Henry  III.  and  was  in  con- 
tinual hostility  to  his  illustrious  successor. 
People  now  b^in  to  talk  of  the  promul- 
gation of  the  edicts  of  the  Council  of 
Trent,  and  express  their  fears  of  the  ex- 
tesit  to  which  the  papal  authority  may  be 
cstaUiahed  (hiring  the  minority  of  the 
King.  These  public  murmurs  prove  that 
the  injury  done  to  me,  is  inseparably  con- 
tiected  with  the  conunon  cause. 

"If  indeed,  after  this  repulse,  any  mark, 
-public  or  private,  of  the  Qneeo's  kindne«s 
wae-cui&£red  on  xat,  it  would  be  a  con- 
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flolation  to  my  own  mind,  and  a  palliation 
of  my  disgrace  to  my  ftiends.  I  might 
then  hope  that  the  clouds  of  suspicion 
and  calumny  would  in  time  be  dbpersed. 
"  But  since  I  have  only  been  l»ffled 
and  amused  by  fair  words,  and  have  1)060 
consoled  by  no  reality  for  the  present,  by 
no  hope  for  the  future,  it  remains  for  me 
to  adopt  the  words  of  the  poet : 

Spes  et  fortuna,  valete  ; 
Vos  alias  poslhac  ludificaie  animas. 

Hope  and  Fortune,  farewell ; 
Hereafter  make  your  sport  with  others. 

Being  considered  either  useless,  or  an  ob- 
ject of  suspicion,  I  must  live  retired ;  and 
before  I  feel  the  weight  of  years,  resort 
to  my  original  refuge,  the  asylum  of  the 
Muses. 

"  Thus  have  I  poured  into  your  bosom, 
O  my  gentle  and  friendly  counsellor,  my 
fiorrows,  and  the.  reasons  that  weigh  with 
me  on  this  occasion.  And  I  desire  to  be 
determined  by  your  opinion  with  respect 


:.bvGoogIf 


Si.  58]  THUANUS.  SOS 

to  my  future  conduct ;  for  it  will  be  a 
mitigation  of  misfortune  and  disgrace,  if 
any  should  hereafter  befal  me,  to  have 
acted  by  the  advice  of  my  friends. 

*'  Farewell :   and  continue  to  love  me, 
whether  as  your  colleague  at  court,  or 
your  friend  in  retirement." 
Dated  Villebon,  April  3o,  1611. 

This  prolix  effusion  of  our  author  be- 
trays some  querulous  vanity,  and  a  degree 
of  anguish  under  disappo"intment,  which 
is  inconsbtent  with  the  principles  he  pro- 
fesses. His  extreme  fastidiousness  in  re- 
ceiving public  honors,  and  his  affectation 
of  disr^arding  them,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  is  evidently  hurt  when  they 
are  denied,  are  points  unworthy  of  his 
general  character.  He  seems  to  have 
leaned  too  much  to  an  absurd  system  of 
philosophy,  which  requires  a  frigid  indif- 
ference to  all  the  usual  objects  of  attrac- 
tion to  mankind.  Naturam  expellas  furofi 
tamen  usque  recurret, — "  Nature,  how- 
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e'er  resfrain'd,  is  nature  still."  It  u 
plain,  though  he  was  unwilling  to  confess 
it  to  himself,  that  his  mind  was  not  ia-> 
sensible  to  the  public  <£stinctions  of  fame 
and  powor,  obtained  by  honorable  means. 

The  object  of  his  ambiticm  does  not 
require  defence.  He  failed  in  attaining  it : 
and  this  ftilure  was  embittered  by  addi- 
tional circumstances  of  an  unpleasant 
kind.  In  this  situati9n  it  must  be  allowed 
that  disgust  and  chagrin  would  be  felt  by 
most  men ;  and  that  the  expressions  used 
in  this  letter,  though  unfit  fcv  the  pen  of 
Thuiuius>  are  still  very  appUcable  to  the 
occasion. 

He  thought  himself  deserted  and  treated 
with  ingratitude  by  the  great,  whom  he 
had  served,  and  spoke  the  language,  of 
acute  and  wounded  feelings.  His  com-> 
plaints  were  probably  not  without  found- 
ation. The  same  government  which 
neglected  the  great  Sully,  after  King 
Henry's  death,  may  be  presimied  capable 
of  overlooking  the  services  of  Thuanue. 
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Hie  opinions  expressed  in  his  lustory, 
w^ere  indeed  offensive  in  many  points  to 
those  in  power ;  and  his  manners  were 
perhaps  unbending  and  without  concili- 
ation. It  appc^  that  among  gay  and 
dissipated  courtiers,  he  was  exposed  to 
ridicule  as  a  demure  and  formal  lawyer, 
or  a  ^ve  philosopher.  Still  Mary  of 
Medkis  must  have  known  his  merit, 
and  cannot  easily  be  acquitted  of  ii^rati- 
tude,  and  even  of  a  want  of  faith,  in  thus 
suddenly  frostrating  the  just  ca^pectations 
of  a  zealous  and  tried  adherent. 

Our  author  makes  the  conduct  of  the 
deceased  soverdgn,  with  respect  to  him, 
a  subject  of  complaint  also.  It  wpuld 
have  been  consistent  with  the  magnani- 
mity of  a  man  of  spirit  and  honor,  t^enfy 
to  have  expressed  the  dissatis&ctios  be 
had  conceived,  during  the  life  of  Kii^ 
Henry,  rather  than  have  waited  to  pour 
it  forth  until  the  grave  had  dosed  t^pcft 
his  royal  master. 
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Henry  was  sometimes  accused  of  being 
deficient  in  recompensing  those  who 
served  him :  and  with  respect  to  Jeannin, 
the  friend  to  whom  Thuanus  addresses 
this  letter,  he  himself  ftankly  said,  "  Many 
of  my  subjects  I  load  with  wealth,  to 
prevent  them  from  exerting  their  malice, 
but  for  the  President  Jeannin  I  always  say 
much  and  do  little."  But  the  King  w^as 
not  so  remiss  with  regard  to  our  author : 
it  appears  from  two  letters  quoted  above, 
written  in  1 5y8,  that  be  bestowed  on  him 
some  substantial  marks  of  favor,  expressly 
as  a  recompense  for  past  services.  It  is 
true  that  he  abandoned  the  cause  of  his 
history,  and  yielded  to  the  efforts  of  its 
adversaries,  and  in  this  point  perhaps  the 
sovereign  may  be  justified.  As  the  ruler 
of  a  great  kingdom,  he  might  neither 
ftel  it  a  matter  of  inclination  nor  of  duty 
to  embitoil  the  state  with  foreign  powers 
on  account  of  an  individual,  who  gave 
piiblicity  to  his  opinions  Yoluntarily,  for 
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his  own  private  purpose,  and  who  was 
perhaps  imprudent  in  so  doing. 
,  The  failure  of  bis  expectations  with 
regard  to  the  office  of  First  President  of 
tiie  Pariiament,  was  the  most  severe 
vexation  which  our  author  experienced 
from  the  maUce  of  his  enemies.  But  his 
real  friends  did  not  deeert  him  at  this 
conjuncture.  Cardinal  Joyeuse,  a  dis- 
tinguished character,  and  a  relation  of  his 
wifC]  and  Casaubon,  addressed  liters  to 
him,  written  in  terms  of  a&ctlonate  at- 
tachment, and  su^esting  consolation  <m 
the  most  soUd  grounds. 

"  A  M.  Le  President  De  Thou. 

"  Sir, 

"  Haviho  learned,  since  my  de- 
parture from  court,  the  result  of  that 
afiair  of  which  wc '  have  often  talked ; 
my  resentment  i^nd  disgust  on  the  occa- 
sion have  been  ec^ual  to  that  afiection 
which  would  have  made  me: warmly  par- 
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ticipate  in  any  thit^  that  mi^it  contrilnitc 
individually  to  your  aatjafitttioa,  and  at  tbe 
same  time  promote  the  public  good. 
Bat  ance  it  has  pleased  God  to  order 
matters  otherwise,  you  are  not  a  person 
to  whom  it  is  necessary  to  incidcate  obe- 
dience to  his  will,  and  resolution  in  coa- 
tinuing  to  serve  your  cowitry.  Iliat 
country,  observing  your  wise  and  up- 
^^t  dc^itmrait,  will  alwa^  adcnow-^ 
ledge  its  loss  to  be  greain- Aan  your  own ; 
for  you  were  infiuenced  in  this  business 
Btope  by  the  wislies  of  others  than  by  your 
own  inclination,  or  by  motires  o£  private 
interest.  Those  fi«quent  examples  the 
world  has  had  of  men  exduded  from 
offices  to  which  thdr  merit  designated 
fhem,  and  their  behaviour  under  sudi 
terns  of  fortune ;  such  ^sunple  and  sudi 
ccmduct  we  hencefoitb  «cpect  to  copy 
from  you. 

**  At  present  I  shall  only  assure  you  of 
die  coo(timi«Bce  of  my  afiection,  whkji 
particularly  impds  aoe  to  do  you  honor 
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and  sferricei  and  I  would  not  proceed 
Luther  on  my  journey  without  reminding 
you  of  it)  and  proving  the  desire  I  have 
to  preserve  your  good  will,  and  to  deserve 
it.  I  commend  myself  to  your  (kvor,  and 
pray  God,  Sir>  to  give  you  a  long  and 
happy  life. 

"  Your  T^  a&ctionate  cousin, 
"  At  your  service, 
**  The  Cakdihal  bi  Jotxdsk." 
Marseilles,  April  25.  lOlI. 

The  following  interesting  letter  is  ftom 
Isaac  Cuaubon  to  Jac.  Aug.  Thuanus. 

*'  Most  Hon.  President, 

"  AxTHOusH,  from  mygreatlove 
and  respect  fotyou,  I  suddenly  felt  extreme 
.  concern  upon  hearing  that  a  due  consider- 
ation was  not  p^d  to  your  dimity,  which 
your  extraordinary  services  to  your  coun- 
try demand«l,  and  aU  good  men  hoped, 
and  wished ;  yet  soon,  recovering  from 
,the  feeling  of  indignation,  and  reflecting 
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on  the  present  state  of  things  in  France, 
I  was  induced,  from  reasons  of  weight  in 
my  mind,  to  think  that  this  occurrence 
was  peiiups  altogether  condddvc  to  your 
interest :  and  I  applied  to  it  the  ancient 
saying,  *  Chance  often  provides  better  for 
us  than  we  do  for  ourselves.*  I  confess 
that  it  is  a  hardship  to  be  frustrated  in 
that  hope,  vrhich  spnmg  not  from  arro- 
gant ranity,  but  from' a  cimsdousness  of 
merit;  which  was  moreover  repeatedly 
cheiished  by  those,  who  had  it  in  their 
power  to  avoid  appeanng  to  have  trifled 
with  the  feelings  of  a  person  of  gravity 
and  consequence.  But  you  are  perfectly 
aware,  my  wise  friend,  that  according  to 
the  condition  of  human  thin^,  events, 
which  no  one  had  supposed  dther  would 
or  ought  to  take  place,  oftener  come  to 
pass  than  those  which  fiilfil  the  st^^jes- 
lions  of  sound  reason.  This  observation 
holds  good  universally  in  life,  but  parti- 
cularly in  the  distribution  of  honors, 
.which  are  rather  bestowed  according  to 
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the  will  of  courtiers,  than  r^ulated  by 
the  judgment  of  princes  themselTcs,  who 
are  in  the  power  of  their  servants. 

"  As  therefore  no  sensible  man  will  be 
suiprized,  in  the  present  state  of  morals 
particularly,  that  any  soldier's  boy, 
cook,  pander,  or  leader  of  panders, 
should  acquire  a  plentifiil  fortune,  and 
«rai  the  command  of  prorinoes;  so' 
neither  can  he  wonder  that  the  avenues 
to  the  highest  dignities  should  be  dosed 
to  men  of  probity,  learning,  and  virtue, 
and  that  the  rewards  due  to  merit  should 
be  transferred  to  obscure  and  vulgar  per> 
sons.  Why  do  we  complain?  Why  are 
we  astonished?  This  is  the  lot  and  the 
^press  condition  of  our  being :  nor  as 
long  as  human  nature  endures,  will  this 
evil  be  reme(hed.  Let  us  bear  then,  my 
illustrious  friend,  let  us  bear  with  equa- 
nimity, that  course  of  things  which  it  is 
imposfflble  to  amend.  Let  us  at  the  same 
time  contemplate  and  adore  the  over- 
ruling providence  of  God.     For  while 
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we  see  the  order  of  things  moved  and 
changed  continually,  as  it  were  by  chance, 
it  is  the  Almighty  Being,  who  in  reality 
regulates  ^1 ;  nor  does  aiiy  event  take 
place  which  he  has  not  long  before  de- 
termined and  decreed,  though  the  foot- 
steps of  his  'wisdom  are  not  known. 
Let  us  shew  our  detestation  of  the  miser- 
able counsels  of  wicked  men,  and  acqui- 
esce in  humble  dependence  on  the  inscru- 
table wisdom  of  God,  who  disposeth 
every  thing  for  the  best. 

"  Adorned  and  furnished,  as  you  are, 
by  Heaven  itself,  with  so  many  real  ad- 
vantages, of  which  no  external  violence 
can  deprive  you,  I  sincerely  think  that, 
considering'  your  own  benefit,  and  not 
that  of  your  country;  considering  your 
friends,  your  favorite  studies,  and  your 
domestic  convenience,  you  have  the 
greatest  reason  to  rejoice  upon  the  present 
occasion.  Let  me  ask  you,  can  you  sup- 
pose that,  if  you  had  possessed  the  <^ce 
in  question,  you  would  have  enjoyed  one 
1 
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tranquil  day>  when  all  your  enemiea 
would  have  eagerly  and  industriously 
exerted  themselves  to  vex  you;  those 
enemies,  who  hate  ^ou,  *  with  a  perfect 
hatred,*  on  account  of  your  piety,  your 
love  of  truth,  and  your  other  numerous' 
virtues?  Think  you  that  you  would  have 
l)cen  suffered  to  guide  the  state  according 
to  the  rule  of  your  own  irreproachable 
morals,  by  those  men  who  are  deter- 
mined to  remove,  by  whatever  means, 
all  who  stand  in  opposition  to  their  ne- 
iarious  deugns?  I  say  this  with  mOrtf 
boldness,  because  I  have  lately  read 
many  books,  the  composition  of  those 
pests  of  society,,  fiill  of  their  diabolical 
doctrine.  I  shudder  to  think  only  of  the 
sentiments  I  have  read,  and  which  are 
inculcated  as  wticles  of  faith.  The  fury 
of  this  par^encreases  daily;  thdr  audacity 
increases,  fostered  by  success.  That  doc- 
trine, to  which  I  allude,  lately  deprived  us 
.of  our  great  king:  yet  that  same  doctrine, 
in  th^  very  city  where  this  noble  sovercig r» 
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was  murdered,  I  may  say  bnt  yesterday, 
has  already  found  defenders  and  abettors. 
While  all  of  you,  who  sit  at  the  helm  of 
state,  shut  your  eyes  to  thdr  proceedings; 
diey,  in  their  publications,  condemn 
Mariana,*  indeed,  as  &r  as  the  acpresaon 
goes,  but  avowedly  praise,  not  to  say  ex* 
cuse,  all  the  other  teadiers  of  potidy, 
treason,  and  parricide.  "What  tiniei! 
What  morals! 

.  <'in^  any  man,  of  aa  honest  besrt 
then,  think  it  a  desirable  thing  to  obtiua 
a  situation  of  eminmce  among  sudi  per-* 


■  Mariana  was  a  Spanish  biitoriu  and  a  Jesuit. 
He  puUiBhed  a  book  enthled,  *'  Of  Kings  and  tli«i 
Authority,*^  in  which  be  justi6ed  Janet  ClemeDt  fbr 
aBBaHinatiD|  Henry  III.  of  France.  The  whole  order 
oF  Jeiuits  were  accused,  though  perhaps  unjustly,  of 
maintaining  the  doctrines  of  Mariana ;  and  Papists 
,  and  Protastants  joined  ia-con<temning  then,  partieu* 
dilarly  iiut  the  atrocioua  act  of  Ravaillao,  who  was 
aud  to  have  been  inatigated  to  assassinate  Henry  IV. 
by  the  perusal  of  Mariana's  book.  To  these  circum* 
«  C^iubon's  animated  expressions  4llud«, 
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BonSf  in  which  he  most  bear  with  these 
atrocities,  and  even  b^  his  silence  sanction 
diem  t  PlaXo,  it  is  reported,  used  to  say 
to  his  friends*  as  an  CKCose  for  nothavii^ 
attained  power,  that  be  had  purposely 
abstained  from  inte^rfering  in  politics,  as 
soon  as  he  perceived  that  his  country 
was  gOTemed  by  laws  and  principles,  to 
which  he  could  not  assimilate  his  notions 
of  morality.  Who  can  indeed  stru^te 
perpetually  againtf  a  rapid  stream? 

"  I  should  entreat  you,  my  ilhistrioua 
liiend,  to  recal  to  your  memory  these 
and  other  similar  examples  and  precepts, 
if,  as  has  happened  to  many  great  cha- 
racters, you  should  be  entirely  removed 
from  business  of  the  state.  But  now 
what  need  of  this  ?  for  tf  I  have  been  told 
the  truth,  you  are  exalted  by  your  de- 
pression, and  your  afiairs  are  in  a  better 
situation  than  they  would  have  been,  if- 
di^rent  ev«its  had  taken  place.  I  sin- 
terely  wish  this  may  be  the  case,  and 
pray  to  God  that  he  would  so  ordain  it. 
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I  recdred  two  letters  from  you  four  days  • 
ago ;  one  of  them  I  sent  to  the  Kii^ 
and  expatiated  laigdiy  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject of  your  int^rity.  Sir  Robert  Cottcm 
proceeds  in  his  bistoTj,  -which  he  m<tans 
to  send  you.  I  say  nothii%  vf  my  own 
conoems,  for  my  wife  will  give  an  ac- 
count of  them ;  and  I  suppose,  under 
Frovidence*  that  you  will  soon  see  her  in 
France.  Adieu." 
London,  April  20|  lOU. 

This  is  Tbuanus's  answer,  writteiv  in 
French ; 

"  Sir, 

*' I  HAVE  received  your  letter 
dated  the  soth  of  last  month.  I  cannot 
8u$<nently  thank  you  for  the  .sympathy 
you  manifest  in  every  circumstance  that 
affects  me.  If  the  refusal  I  have  expC" 
rienoed  concerned  only  my  private  injury, 
and.  did  not  extend  to  a  public  wrong,  I 
should  not  have  felt  so  much  pun  a»  I  have. 
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You  know  that  I  am  free  from  ambition 
and  avarice,  more  inclined  to  a  life  of  re- 
pose than  to  the  labour  of  so  irksome  an 
office,  by  natural  dispontion,  exdasiTcl/. 
of  the  reasons  deduced  with  so  much  ele- 
gance in  your  letter,  whidi  I  confisss 
has,  amidst  this  public  sorrow,  adbrded 
me  more  consolation  than  all  the  emp^ 
compliments,  and  lip-service,  as  we  say; 
of  our  courtiers.  For  I  am  not  a  man  to 
feed  myself  with  airy  bf^ws.  If  they  Will 
pennit  me  to  retire,  and  to  live  in  -  do* 
n^iestic  privacy,  without  injury,  they 
cannot  bestow  on  me  any  recompense  so 
gratifying  to  my  feelings  In  a  word, 
I  am  resolved  to  follow  His  will,  who, 
by  ways  inscrutable  to  men,  regulates 
human  affiurs,  and  governs  the  universe.  • 
-  **  X  am  here  in  my  own  house,  pre^ 
paring  for- that. honorable  leisure  with  all 
p(w»ble  content ;  excq>t  that  I  am  de- 
prived of  your  company,  my  mild  and 
learned  friend ;  I  entreat  you  therefore,  by 
your  love  for  me,  to  write  frequently  and 
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at  length :  your  longeA  ktten  axe  th(^ 
most  agreeable  to  me. 

"  That  good  man.  H.  Le  Fevre,  is  dan- 
gerously ill.  What  affliction  for  me*  in 
my  preaeot  state,  if  it  should  ^kase  Qoi 
to  deprive  me  of  him  in  your  absence ! 
I  should  esteem  myself  utterly  forsaken: 
but  we  must  submit  every  thing  to  the 
ordinance  of  the  Almi^ty,  who  never 
forsakfis  his  ^thful  servants.     . 

"  I  wait  for  what  his  most  exceUent 
Migeaty  of  Great  Britain  shall  please  to 
•end  me;  and  fbllowing  your  advice  shall 
do  all  I  can  to  satisfy  hia  Majesty.  I 
tball  also  pay  attention  to-  your  omcems, 
I  suppose  your  nephew  has  told  you  that 
I  hare  taken  away  the  kejs^*  because  t 
understood  at  court  that  some  intruderi 
hovered  about,  vt^wm  I  have  thus  pre- 
vented. You  will  find  every  thuigm  its 
iuvmer  state  when  you  return ;  aid  you 
liiouldt  in  ail  letters  to  your  coirespondr 

•  Probsbly  of  hit  hotiK. 
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ents,  particularlj  to  noblemen,  tiirow 
out  expectations  of  returning,  that  you 
may  preBcrve  in  tafdy  what  you  have  left 
here.  Command  me,  and  make  use  of 
my  sdrvices.  My  wife  kisses  your  hands.' 
I  hope  that  we  shall  soon  see  your  lady  in 
good  health.  I  now  pray  God,  Su*,  to 
•Old  you  his  grace  and  health. 
"  Tour  Tcry  humble 
**  And  very  afiectionate  servant, 

"Dk  Thou.'* 
VilleboD^  May  f,  lOli. 

Theie  aie  two  more  letters,  dated  ia 
the  same  year,  from  the  Cardinal  Joyeuse 
and  Cbaaubon,  exhorting  their  friend  not 
to  retire  entirely  from  «U  connection  with 
pufaUc  a^urs,  and  to  conuder  that  be 
was  bom  for  his  country,  and  oi^ht  not  (^ 
consult  his  private  convenience  and  grtU- 
fication  soldy.  In  hct  be  never  did  retire, 
but  continued  in  the  service  of  the  court 
until  bis  death :  and  from  some  expressions 
in   his  letter  to  Jeannin^  it  may  be  sua- 
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pected  that,  notwithstanding  his  general 
protestations,  he  was  not  sony  to  expe> 
rienoe  a  renewal  of  kindness  on  the  part. 
of  the  Queoi. 

Misfortune  and  added  years  did  not 
impair  the  vigour  of  our  Author  s  genius, 
and  in  lGl2,  we  find  him  again  engaged 
in  prosecuting  his  lustorical  work.  The 
exordium  of  this  *  t:ontinuation  has  been 
esteemed  the  finest  writir^  in  the  whole 
composition.  As  it  relates,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  his  private  seotiipents,  a 
translation  of  it  is  here  given;  and  the 
original  is  inserted  in  the  Appendix>f  as  a 
specimen  of  his  style. 

"  Six  years  have  elapsed  since  I  con- 
duded  my  bistoiy  with  the  au^icious 
birth  of  that  prince  who  now  ragns 
by  the  beloved  name  of  I.«wis ;  and  I 
Ad  not  then  imagine  that  any  cause 
would  induce  me  to  continue  a  work 
which  I  conudered  not  as  interrupted, 

•  Lib.  I.  m.  t  Appendix  III. 
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but  complete.  I  thought  I  had  perfonned 
enough  for  the  public  curiosity,  and 
enough  for  my  own  fame,  in  brii^ing 
the  thread  of  my  narration  through  oiir 
more  than  civil  wiars,  down  to  the  peace 
attained  for  all  Christendom,  by  the 
courage  and  virtue  of  the  great  Henry, 
From  that  period  scarce  any  thing  occurs 
to  illustTate  the  annals  of  our  country : 
only  some  events  of  a  domestic  nature, 
chiefly  of  mournful  import,  and  not  to 
be  compared  with  the  preceding  exploits. 
"  Many  circumstances  conspired  also  to 
deter  me  from  the  attempt.  I  keenly  felt 
the  ungrateful  recompense  my  laborious 
services  in  the  public  cause,  for  ihe  ^ory 
of  France,  had  received:  and  the  imme- 
■diate  aspect  of  affiurs,  considered  with 
reference  to  the  past,  permitted  me  not 
to  form  happier  omens  of  the  future;  par- 
ticularly since  my  lot  was  cast  amongt 
those,  whom  I  had  originally  found 
hostile,  and  from  whom,  therefore,  if  I 
Resisted,  X  could  eiq)ect  no  mercy. ' 
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"  This  was  the  completion  of  all  my 
misfortunes;  that  when  I  seriously  thought 
of  retiring,  I  was  again  carried  by  a  con- 
trary current  against  the  rodcs  of  the 
court,  where  my  mind  suffered  continual 
tortures.  There,  I  who  bad  been  ac- 
customed to  lead  a  tranquillifein  obedience 
to  the  laws,  having  exchanged  my  service 
X)f  freedom  for  one  of  real  slavery,  drew 
as  it  were,  precarious  breath,  depending 
on  the  will  of  another.  Therefore,  either 
by  the  intrigues  or'envyof  those  who 
will  not  sufier  me  to  live  in  privacy,  an 
ungratetiil  task  is  forced  upon  me,  and  I 
have  moreover  a  dangerous  contest  to  fight 
with  malice,  and  the  hatred  of  povrerfiil 
men;  if  I  yield,  I  shall  be  accused  of 
cowardice ;  if  I  persevere,  of  obstinate 
contumacy.  It  is  not  to  be  told,  what  a 
measure  of  hatred,  the  innocence  of  my 
past  life,  and  my  notorious  love  of  truth 
have  heaped  upon  me  ;  what  a  weight  of 
enmity  has  been  eictted  by  my  ingenuous 
Creedom,  and  my  disincUnatioii  to  parade 
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and  faction.  My  future  performances,  if 
humble,  will  be  ascribed  to  fear;  if  spirited, 
to  a  desire,  of  rerenge.  This  will  be  the 
language  of  those  Vfho  form  the  strongest 
party  of  the  day  :  who  estimate  the  iame 
and  character  of  others,  not  accordii^  to 
reason  and  equity,  but  by  their  own 
humour  and  prejudices. 

"  These  and  other  similar  considerations 
were  of  a  nature  to  d^er  the  most  reso- 
lute from  prosecutii^  any  honorable  de- 
sign. They  admonished  me,  broken  as  I 
was  by  adversity,  to  consult  the  ease  suit- 
ed to  my  time  of  Ufe ;  and  no  longa*  to 
consume  my  labor  on  a  fatiguii^  and  in- 
vidious task.  But  a  man  of  patriotic  mind, 
who  always  ^[weferred  what  was  right  and 
iionorable  to  en)olument  and  his  own  c«n- 
vehience,  was  easily  driven  from  his 
<^inion>  espedally  when  the  public  good 
was  at  variance  with  his  personal  .feelings. 
Some,  indeed,  of  my  friends  in  Fnmoe, 
bearing  for  my  safety,  recommended  re- 
tirement to  me;  while  others,  and  foreigners 
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a]so>  removed  from  peril,  in  Spain,  Italy* 
Germany,  Britain/  fielgiiun,  Hungary,  and 
even  as  &r  as  fiobemia,  continually  ex'> 
hoited  me  by  letter  to  pursue  my  undo-'- 
taking,  and  left  no  arguments  untried  to 
rouse  my  drooping  spirit,  and  by  proposiii|^ 
the  public  advantage  as  my  object,  to  re^- 
vive  that  alacrity,  of  whitA,  disgust  at  the 
ingratitude  bf  the  age  had  deprived  me.  I 
therefore  suffered  myself  to  be  persuaded,  if 
Insure  should  be  granted  to  me,  to  satisfy, 
at  the  same  time,  to  the  best  of  my  al^i- 
Uty,  the  wish  of  my  friends,  and  to  pro- 
ride  for  the  public  advantage. 

"  Tct  ray  mind  was  either  depressed  by 
the  melancholy  state  of  public  a^irs,  or 
indolent  through  want  of  practice  in  com- 
pontion,  or  gloomy  from  the  remembrance 
of  the  cup  of  trouble  I  had  drained  to  the 
dregs;  and  I  procrastinated  the  matter 
^m  day  to  day;  until  an  event  occurred, 
which  ^an  only.be  called  a  procUgy;  I 
mean  the  death  of  the  great  Heniy,  a 
source  of  lamentation  not  only  to  Fzaocew 
biU  to  all  the  world. 
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*'  This  circumstance  was  of  great  weight 
in  removing  my  hesitation.  Such  a  prince, 
the  especial  gift  of  Heaven,  in  our  dc- 
j)lorable  times,  all  good  men  remember- 
ing hi3  exploits,  wished  to  survive  them ; 
and  even  bad  men  thought  their  safety 
depended  on  his  life.  The  minds  of  all 
were  therefore  variously  afiected  by  his 
unmerited  fate ;  some  grieved  for  the  pri- 
vate loss  they  had  sustained ;  some, 
mindful  of  his  great  and  meritorious  ac- 
tions, commiserated  the  state,  not  without 
a  mixture  of  indignant  feeling;  others, 
fully  sensible  of  present  calamities,  not 
■without  confusion  and  great  consterna- 
tion, revolved  those  which  were  still 
impending.  For  my  own  part,  pierced 
■with  the  most  affectionate  sorrow,  I 
could  not  satisfy  myself  without  paying, 
in  my  peculiar  function,  my  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  a  prince,  who 
claimed  the  gratitude  of  all  Christendom. 

"  Suffering  myself  therefore  to  be  over- 
*  come  with  the  same  facility,  that  first  in- 
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duced  me  to  engage  in  a  work  of  Has 
magnitude,  I  prepared  to  rescue  the  me- 
mory of  past  transactions  from  eternal 
oblivion ;  and  to  perform  my  promise 
to  my  friends,  with  a  mind  fortified 
against  malice  and  detraction,  defended 
by  the  shield  of  conscience,  and  therefore 
without  solicitude.  Since  the  AJmighty 
has  been  pleased,  contrary  to  my  hopes 
and  my  wishes  (prseter  spem  et  contra 
TOtum)  to  ordain  that  I  should  smrvive 
this  great  King,  I  have  resolved  to  dedi- 
cate what  Idsure  I  have  from  my  servi^ 
at  court,  to  the  relation  of  what  passed 
during  ten  years,  the  remainder  of  his 
life ;  which  are  not  comprehended  in"  the 
former  part  of  my  history." 

Our  Author's  reasons  are  so  nicely 
balanced,  that  they  seem  brought  forward 
rather  to  make  a  skilful  display  of  ail- 
ment, than  for  any  serious  purpose.  The 
plea  of  writing,  on  accotmt  of  the  impor- 
tunity of  friends,  would-now  be  deemed 
afiectation,  and  WQutd  moet  with  Utti^ 
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mercy  from  ciitics  of  the  present  day ; 
and  even  the  curiosity  of  a  treacheroua 
amanuensis  would  hardly  shelter  a  mo- 
dem author  from  the  imputation  of  vanity. 
'Ehuanus  did  not  live  to  complete 
his  undertaking;.  The  continuation  of 
his  histoiy  only  extends,  in  eleven  books, 
to  the  year  1 607.  He  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  the  service  of  the  court,  in 
tranquillity,  and  surrounded  with  fnends 
whom  he  loved*  and  who  respected  him. 
His  most  intimate  associates  were  Ri> 
galtius  and  Peter  Du  Puy,  who  were 
much  younger  men  than  himself,  and 
surviving  him,  became  his  &itMul  execu*- 
tors.  Du  Fuy  was  born  in  1583,  and 
his  mother  was  our  historian's  first  cousin. 
Rigaltius  was  born  in  1577  :  his  '*  Funus 
Fara^ticum,"  published  in  i  5qQ,  first  in- 
troduced him  to  the  notice  of  Thuanus, 
who  sent  his  carriage  to  convey  him  to 
Paris,  and  they  never  afterwards  sepa- 
rated. A  yery  pleasing  picture  of  the 
familiar  intercovrs«  of  these  three  friends 
Q   2 
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is  given  by  Rigaltius  in  the  life  of  Du 
Puy,  whom  he  survived  two  years.  "  For 
eighteen  years,  (says  Rigaltius,)  we  Uved  in 
the  most  strict  friendship,  and  daily  habits 
of  intercourse  Tv-ith  Thuanus.  There  was 
the  greatest  freedom  of  opinion  ;  we, 
asked  questidns,  and  discussed  subjects 
without  reser\-e :  but  great  attention  was 
paid  to  the  due  preservation  of  honor  and 
respect.  Fidelity,  candor,  and  sincerity, 
formed  our  bond  of  union.  Du  Puy 
formed  himself  upon  the  model  of  Thu- 
anus, whom  h«  studiously  imitated  in  the 
division  of  his  time,  appropriating  part  of 
the  day  to  public  business,  part  to  the 
study  of  ancient  authors,  and  devoting 
some  hours  to  the  society  of  his  friends. 
Such  was  the  agreeable  and  dignified  tenor 
of  his  life-  Thuanus  repaid  his  atten- 
,  tions  with  equal  affection  ;  and  iit-  propor- 
tion as  my  friend  and  I  mutually  regarded 
each  other,  with  encreasing  friendship  did 
that  great  man  continue  to  cement  this 
amiable    union.     Thus   we  spent    some 
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years ;  and  participating  in  all  the  fortunes 
^nd  plans  of  our  beloved  Thuanus,  whe- 
ther of  a  joyftU  or  melahchol/  nature, 
we  were  even  unwilling  to  separate  from 
him  when  he  retired  tp  his  country  seat 
ofVillebon,  and  were  always  mutually  de-^ 
sirous  of  (he  company  of  each  other. 

"  Thuanus  during  his  leisure  from  Parlia- 
mentary occupations,  composed  his  his-> 
tory,  and  sometimes  poems ;  Du  Puy 
made  observations  relative  to  the  state  of 
the  kingdom,  apd  conducive  to  the  public 
welfare ;  for  my  part,  1  busied  piyself  in 
prepaiing  annotations,  which  might  serve 
to  illustrate  and  restore  passages  In  ancient 
authors,  particularly  Christian  writers. 
An  unfes^rved  and  immediate  communi- 
pation  subsisted  between  us,  of  all  valuable 
information  acquired  either  by  reading,  or 
pomposition^andespecially  by  conversation. 
Thuanus  took  the  lead  in  these  communi- 
pations ;  for  from  the  dignity  of  his  rank 
and  the  authority  he  possessed,  his  house 
yfas  every  day  crowded  with  a  levee  gf  U^ 
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histrious  characters ;  and  I  can  truly  say 
we  always  departed  from  him  wiser  and 
better  men :  so  scmpalously  did  he  weigh 
erery  thing  in  the  scale  of  his  severe 
judgement." 

Heinsius,  in  the  following  verses,  which 
are  included  in  a  long  Poem,  entitled 
"  The  Apotheosis  of  Thuanus,"  describes 
the  manner  of  his  life  at  his  country  se  at : 

S3{<%  ctiam  oilti  ISmbat  gaedb  niris ; 
Moscori  caput  ad  fontit  pnyecbu,  et  mdK 
Ingenuo  fagieDtem  indtans  mannure  tomnum, 
Rostrorum  oblitui  tntrtsqne,  oblitiu  honorum. 
Kec  pudor  aut  p«potii  malo  subdocere  rorem, 
Aut  Titem  mantbiu  duxisM,  aut  arboris  altn. 
Nee  jam  ultro  femup  melaeBtii,  stnngov  nunnin. 
Sic  Divi  viKere  oUm  :  sic  dulcia  rura 
Ipsos  jam  perlxsa  homines  Astraea  colebat, 
Hk  Sopliie  jncunda,  domos  difitua  per  orooes, 
CoDrtrictos  Tario  loWebat  nectare  musus  : 
Sen  Stagira  subs  argute  effunderel  artes ; 
Sive  animorum  ortus  et  dice  sembia  mentii 
Magnus  Aristoclcs  sablimi  panderet  ore. 
Konunquam  et  cliari  lenibat  coojuge  curas, 
Uanimo  duici  quae  iwipoadebat  amwv. 

TRANSLATION. 

His  mind  unbent  from  law,  and  tplendidGara, 
He  oft  seeks  tranquil  rural  scenes ;  and  there 
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II  is  carcku  Umfaa  beiide  some  fouateia  tliroto. 
Whose  natural  munnun  lull  to  sweet  repose. 
lie  blushes  not  lo  Irahi  the  vine's  yonng  shoot. 
And  brush  the  morning  dew  from  ripening  fruil. 
Thus  liv'dlbeGodi,  ere  Jostioe  left  maiAind  ;   - 
Thus  wisdom  dwells,  as  her  true  TOt'ries  find. 
Now  commerce  with  the  mighty  dead  he  holrli. 
The  Stagirite's  close  and  learned  page  unfolds  t 
Now  lums  to  RpeailatioDS  more  refio'd. 
High  abstruse  thoughts  of  matter  and  of  mind. 
These  varying  scenes  his  constMt'i  cbarnu  improve. 
Who  meets  hb  tenderness  with  answering  love. 

In  the  "  Thuana,"  a  small  collection, 
which  affords  no  great  interest  to  the  rea- 
der* are-contaned  some  particulars  which 
perhaps  may  be  inserted  with  propriety 
in  this  place.  "  Tbuanus  found  the  com- 
position of  his  history  a  task  at  first  very 
laborious,  as  he  had  never  before  written 
Latin  prose  :  but  practicegave  him  facility. 
Several  men  of  eminence  adopted  a  custom 
of  assembling  every  Sunday  and  holiday  in 
the  cloisters  of  the  Cordeliers,  from  eight 
o'clock  till  eleven.  The  party  consisted  of 
the  two  Pithous,  Du  Puy,  Le  Fevre,  Thu- 
aniis,  Houillier,  Hotman,  and  sometimes 
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Servin  (advocate-general)(  who  contri- 
buted to  their  merriment.  They  commu- 
nicated letters,  and  other  information,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  be  well  grounded 
(bien  fond6)  to  join  in  their  conversation." 
"  As  for  me,"  says  Du  Puy,  who  com- 
piled the  Thuana,  *'  I  was  but  a  listener. 
They  came  to  my  house  on  holidays  after 
'  dinner,  and  Scaliger  often  joined  us.  I 
am  indebted,  for  all  the  knowledge  I  pos- 
sess to  this  society."-  D\i  Puy  men^i^ns 
also  that  %  sort  of  scholastic,  e^caminatioi:^ 
was  held  at  Thuanys's  house,  of  two  ipa- 
thematical  professors,  who  contended  foe 
the  chair  of  Rarpys,  the  eminent  profes- 
sor, who  lost  his  life  in  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew.  De  Fo^x  presided  upon 
the  occ^jsion. 

The  most  distinguished,  of  our  author's 
friends,  mentioned'  above,  was  N.  Le, 
Fevre.  The  great  opinion  Tbuanus  en- 
tertained of  his  merit  has '  been  already, 
•  stated ;    and  I  may  perhaps  be  excused 

*  See  pp,  8  and  18. 
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^r  adding  some  few  circumstances  rcn 
lative  to  so  sing^la^  a  character.  "L? 
Fevre  possessed,"  s4ys  M.  de  *  Perrault, 
*?twQ  qualities,  whiph  are  care|y  united  in 
the  same  person — a  profound  erudition  and 
an  extreme  simplicity,"  ^Tien  a  boj, 
as  he  was  mending  a  pen,  a  piec^  of  th^ 
quill  flew  into  his  right  eye;  and,  putting 
Up  his  hand  in  consequence  of  the  pain, 
be  inadvertently  thrust  the  pen-knife  into 
if.  The.  result  of  this  painful  accident 
was  the  lose  of  that  eye;  but  the  sight  of 
the  other  seemed  to  gain  ^dditipn^l  ppwer. 
He  was  gifted  with  a  most  tenacious  me- 
mory, and  lived  to  amass  an  astonishing 
store  of  erudition ;  and  almost  all  the; 
le^rp^  men,  ^ho  ^vere  his  co^itemppra- 
ries,  hear  witness  tp  his  piety,  learning, 
s\nd  mild  and  inoflfensive  (Uspositiop. 
Being  pressed,  when  young,  by  a  friendji 
to  make  some  ^4^"^^  towards  an  ad- 
yant^geous  marriage,  he  replied,  "I  wish 
1  may  be  as  firm  in  all  my  good  resolu- 

--: ^ 

*  Elogcs  dec  Hommw  lUtfstres. 
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tions  through  life,  as  I  am  in  the  determi- 
oatioQ  of  never  marrying."  He  perserered 
in  this  resolve,  and  devoted  himself  to  a 
course  of  uninterrupted  study.  His  bio- 
grapher, M.  Le  B^ue,  relates  this  parti- 
cularity in  his  manner  of  life : — "  After 
waking  from  his  first  sleep,  he  r^ularly 
left  his  bed,  and,  wrapping  a  monk's 
hood  round  his  head,  in  winter,  employed 
two  hours  in  prayer  and  reading.  He 
then  enjoyed  a  light  sleep,  and  arose  ^ain, 
in  summer,  with  the  dawn  of  day,  and  in 
winter  at  five  or  six  o'clock."  M.  de 
Begue  continues,  "  Obnoxious  to  no  set 
of  men,  Le  Fevre  attacked  no  person — he 
was  attacked  by  none ;  and  being  always 
moderate  in  disputes  concerning  matters  of 
religion  or  literature,  he  was  beloved 
and  caressed,  not  only  by  men  of  piety 
and  learning,  but  by  nobles  ^nd  courtiers.'* 
Peter  *Rthou,  having  left  unfinished 
^t  his  death  a  ejection  of  the  historical 
ihigtnents    of  St.   Hikiy,  a  bishop  of 

•  See  page  80, 
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Foictkrs^  who  lired  in  the  fourth  0601017*; 
Le  Fevre  undertook  to  complete  the  work, 
and  puhlished  it  with  a  dedication  to 
Th«anus.  *'  This  work  (these  are  hi* 
words)  cannot  but  be  accqttable  to  you, 
illustrious  President,  who  are  skilled  in 
all  the  modes  of  discipline ;  who  are  so 
devotedly  attached  to  the  safety  and 
honor  of  France,  and  a  zealous  admirer 
of  primitive  piety  and  faith.  It  cannot 
but  be  most  gratefiil  to  your  feelings  to 
have  rescued,  by  your  authority,  from 
a  long  obscurity,  aiid  brought  to  light  this 
work,  the  production  of  an  anient 
French  writer,  the  most  celebrated  and 
eloquent  of  all  the  Theologians  who  have 
adorned  the  w^tern  empire;  the  lofty 
tree,  as  St.  Jerome  calls  him,  by  which 
the  edifice  of  the  Church  of  God  has  been 
raised,  and  who  was  also  a  most  intrepid 
ehampion  of  the  feith." 

We  have  already  seen  that  llinanus 
promoted,  with  great  assiduity,  every  de- 
sign that  could  tend  to  the  advancement 
of  literature.    Some  letters 'from  Danid 
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{leinsius,  in  which  he  r^ers  to  an  edition 
he  is  pre^ring  of  Geoi^e  Cassander's 
works,  and  a  paraphrase  of  Aristotle's 
Politics,  afford  a  farther  proof  of  pur  jjiur 
thor's  zesl  on  this  subject  He  paid 
great  attention  to  a  plan,  proposed  by  some 
*  Maronites  for  instituting  a  collie  at 
Paris,  which  might  prepare  religious 
hooks  and  educate  missionaries,  with  4 
^sigq  of  propagating  Christianity  in  cer- 
tain parts  of  Asia  and  Africa;  and,  from 
a  passage  in  the  forty-first  book  of  hi^ 
history,  it  appears  that,  in  consequence  of 
his  exertions,  the  only  copy  extapt  in 
Jluropp*  of  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of 
Kicephorus  was  transmitted  from  Ger-i 
jnany  to  France,  and  (b^e  traiislate4i 

But  our  Historian  e^ci^y  promptec^ 
the  cause  of  letter  by  furnishing  a  libraryj 
^hich,  in  the  points  pf  magflificence  anc^ 
judicious  selection,  hap,  perhaps,  never 

'^  The  Maronites,  go  palled  frotu  Maron  thein 
guilder,  inhabited  the  copntry  abou^  Moui^t  ^-^ 
hanon.     They  were  Mocothditcf. 
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been  surpassed  by  any  private  collection. 
It  was  called  the  Parnassus  of  the  Muses, 
and  was  so  celebrated  that  it  has  been 
said,  those  who  had  not  seen  the  library  of 
Thuanus,  had  not  seen  Paris.  He  was  em- 
ployed forty  years  in  making  this  collec- 
tion, which  consisted  of  eight  thousand 
Tolumes.  This  must  have  been  an  ample 
number  at  that  period  of  time,  and  they 
were  of  the  most  rare  and  excellent 
kind,  procured  throughout  Europe  at  an 
immense  expense,  and  all  bound  in  a 
sumptuous  manner.  There  werebfcsideS, 
about  a  thousand  manuscripts  of  great 
value. 

Henry  Stephens,  the  great  printer,  and 
lexict^rapher,  writing  to  Thuanus,  makes 
an  allusion  to  the  ridicule  w^hich  Lucian 
casts  upon  some  person  who  bought  a 
great  number  of  books,  but  at  the  same 
time  was  not  competent  to  understand 
their  contents.  "  The  satyrist,"  he  adds, 
"  would  have  .honoured  you,  illustrious 
President,  who,  being  so  versed  in  every 
science,  have  eagerly  and  diligently  em- 
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ployed  yoursdf  in  accumulating  books 
from  all  parts,  and  have  spared  no  expeise 
in  Btonng  your  library  with  the  works  of 
all  authors,  particularly  those  in  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages.  You  exercise  great 
judgment,  also,  in  the  choice  of  piinted 
editions ;  and,  in  proportion  to  the  cost  of 
any  copy,  the  more  sumptuous  is  the  bind- 
ing you  allot  to  it.  Lucian  would,  I  inm- 
pne,  have  praised  your  care  in  this  re- 
q>ect.  For  my  part,  I  am  not  only  de- 
sirous of  praising  your  ardent  wish  of 
continually  adding  to  your  library ;  but  I 
should  be  proud  likewise  to  contribute  to 
its  accomplishment." 

In  this  librwy  Thuanus  received  the 
visits  of  learned  men  with  afiability  and 
politeness;  and,  with  that  liberality  of 
mind  which  a  genuine  love  erf  literature 
inspires,  freely  open^  the  treasures  of  his 
collection  to  all,  who  were  likely  to  pro- 
^Qte  the  general  interests  of  science  and 
polite  learning.  "At  Thuanus's house," 
says  Du  Puy,  **  there  vrere  r^ular  meet- 
ings of  the  literati  of  the  time ;   men  of 
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rank  and  eradition  were  admitted  from 
the  city,  from  the  provinces,  and  from 
foreign  countries ;  and  the  discourse  turn- 
ed upon  all  occurences  worthy  of  notice, 
whether  of  a  public  or  domestic  nature^  or 
relating  to  some  novel  intelligence  from 
abroad." 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  our  Au- 
thor, upon  the  death  of  M.  Amyot,  was 
appointed  to  the  vacant  office  of  Royal 
Librarian.  "  This  famous  library,"  says 
M.  Perrault,  "the  finest  in  the  world, 
after  that  of  the  Vatican,  was  never  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  a  more  worthy  per- 
son :  and  on  this  occasion  it  both  received 
and  conferred  honor.  This  repository  of 
literature  became  more  than  ever  the 
rendezvous  of  the  moat  conspicuous  cha- 
racters, who  united  science  and  learning^ 
with  virtue ;.  and  under  his  management 
afforded  particular  gratification,  as  well  by 
concentrating  the  stfcietyof  scholars,  who 
came  thither  to  confer  on  every  bnoch  of 
knowledge,  as  by  the  opportunity  it  sup- 
plied of  consulting  the  be^t.deadautbeia.** 
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At  the  recommendation  of  Thuanus, 
Casauborij  and  after  him  Rigalttius,  were 
appointed  under-librarians.  'Che  follow-^ 
-ing  short  account  of  the  formation  of  this , 
collection  by  the  different  Rings  of  France, 
may  be  acceptable  to  the  reader.  It  is 
extracted  from  a  treatise,  by  Father  Jacob, 
"  On  the  Finest  Libraries,"  printed  at 
Paris,  in  i644. 

"  Charlemagne  was  the  first  French 
King  who  collected  a  library,  at  Aix.  la 
Chapelle,  and  at  Lyons.  About  the  year 
1400,  Charles  V.  founded  the  present 
magnificent  Royal  Library,  at  Fontaine- 
bleau.  Charles  VI.  his  son,  brought  this 
library  to  the  Louvre,  and  made  additions 
to  it.  Some  instruments  are  still  to  be 
seen  which  relate  to  the  Ubrarian's  office, 
dated  1412. 

"  Lewis  XI.  borrowed  a  book  from  the 
Schools  of  Medicine  upon  the  pledge  of  a 
silver  vessel. 

"  The  final  establishment  of  the  Royal 
Library  is  due  to  Francis  I.  who  em- 
ployed  learned  men  and  professors   to 
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Collect  books  in  all  languages.  He  re- 
placed the  library  at  Fontatnebleau,  and 
liad  his  books  superbly  bound. 

"  Catherine  of  Medicis  brought  with  her 
to  Hen.  11.  the  manuscripts  of  the  cele- 
brated Medicean  Library.  She  was  a  pa- 
troness of  learning. 

"  Henry  IV.  in  1504,  had  all  this 
Queen's  collection  added  to  the  Royal 
Ijtbrary,  and  appointed  Thuanus  librarian. 
They  thus  remained  as  goods  of  the 
crown,  and  the  greater  part  were  sump- 
tuously bound  in  crimson  Morocco,  the 
expense  of  which  was  defrayed  ^m  the 
rents  of  the  expelled  Jesuits. 

"  Two  copies  of  every  book  printed  in 
France  arf  deposited  in  the  Royal  Library;* 
persons;  are  appointed  to  collect  the  best 
books  printed  throughout  Europe." 

From  the  preceding  statement,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  close  of  our  Author's  life  was 
consistent  with  the  beginning  of  it:    he' 

•  A  similar  deposit  is  made  in  the  King  of  Eng- 
land's library. 
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prescrted  tfae  same  purity  of  conduct>  &nd 
the  same  attaduneat  to  learning.  Theiui'* 
corrupt  and  ardent  spirit  of  patriotism* 
which  had  led  him.  in  the  eariierpart  of  his 
life,  resolutely  to  brave  the  loss  of  fortune, 
and  death  itself,  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
tiy^  now  remained  undiminished,  in  spite 
ef  personal  mortificarions,  and  the  ingrati- 
tude of  those  whom  his  public  conduct 
had  obliged.  The  testimony  of  an  ap- 
proving conscience  was  his  reward;  and 
his  time  passed,  as  we  hare  seen,  in  an 
agreeable  variety  of  occupations,  divided 
between  the  engagements  of  his  office  ai 
one  of  the  directors  of  finance,  his  books^ 
hifi  friends,  and  in  die  bosom  of  a  rising 
&mily.  His  reputation  and  fame  were 
established  on  firm  grounds ;  and  he  pos- 
sessed an  affluent  fortune. 

The  Cardinal  Joyeuse  died  in  Ifil5. 
Upon  his  death-bed  he  wrote  an  affecting 
letter,  addressed  jointly  to  Thuanns  and 
his  wife,  naming  them  his  executors :  it 
is  dated  Avignon^  Aug.  33d. 
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Hetiuiiis,  who  appears  to  have  enter- 
tained a  most  Bincere  respect  iox  our  Au- 
tbor,  though  personally  unacquainted 
with  him,  and  whose  letters  are  the  most 
elega:^  in  the  collection,  wrote  to  him 
this  year  a  letter,  dated  the  Hague,  8^ 
tembar  6,  which  contains  die  followini^ 
comj^iment : 

«*  An  age  will,  without  doubt,  arrive, 
in  which  an  un1»a8sed  judgment  will  be 
formed  of  our  times ;  which  will  scruti- 
nize our  writings  without  partiality, 
which  will  attribute  all  that  weight  to 
biith,  which  now  attaches  to  personal  in- 
fluence. An  appeal  to  this  judgment  be- 
ItHigs  only ,  to  those  who  now  have  to 
struggle  against  envy,  which  attacks  not 
Tu^u:  souls  while  living,  and  cannot 
tmnt  the  memory  of  the  great  when  dead. 
For  ray  part,  when  I  reflect  on  your  cha- 
racter, and  that  greatness  of  mind  which 
you  possess,  and  which  posterity  will  be- 
hold interwoven,  as  in  an  attic  veil,  in 
that  plendid  monument  you  have  ra's:^! 
u  2 
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(I  mean  your  history),  I  declare  I  Wobld 
willingly  take  to  myself  the  •  envy  of  all 
who  are  now  enemies  of  truth,  provided 
I  could  share  the  hundredth  part  of  that 
praise  which  the  friends  of  trutli  owe  to 
you,  and  v>nl]  continue  to  owe  as  long  as 
^ny  regard  for  that  virtue  shall  exist  in 
the  world.  If  the  Almighty  does  not 
mean  to  visit  mankind  in  wrath,  believe 
me,  there  will  always  be  persons  who 
will  he  disgusted  with  the  hypocri- 
tical and  fallacious  statemeHts  of  the 
times,  and  will  admire  the  more  the  con- 
trast formed  by  your  incorruptible  fidelity. 
They  will  see  that  neither  the  general 
schism  in  religion,  nor  the  particular  pre- 
judices of  opinion  to  which  we  are  all 
subject  by  birth  and  education,  (and  which 
are  a  heavy  burden  and  yoke,  that  not 
one  man  in  a  thousand  extricates  himself 
from,  even  so  far  as  to.  be  able  to  form 
ar^ht  judgment  of  his  neighbour),  they 
will  see  that  neither  these  circumstances, 
nor  the  authority  of  princes  have  cast  any 
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cloud  before  your  eyes,  wbich  might  bav« 
prevented  your  discerning  the  truth ;'  aiid 
that  you  have  hot  been  impressed  by  thenl 
with  any  tear  or  apprehension,  but  have 
boldly  expressed  the  sentiments  which  you 
judiciously  conceived."  '  -    ; 

The  year  l  fi  1 6  was  attended  with  thft 
most  melancholy  events  to  Thuanus,  both 
of  a  public  and  of  a  domestic  nature. 

"  Mary  de  Medicis.  who  governed  tht 
kingdom  during  the  minority  of  her  son, 
Lewis  XIII.,  was  entirely  guided  by  th€ 
opinion  of  Coiicini,  an  Italian  of  low- 
origin.  She  created  him  Marquis  d'Ancre, 
and  all  the  honours  and  emoluments  of 
-the  state  were  at  his  disposal,  and  that  of 
his  wife ;  who  posSjCssed  such  unlimited  in- 
fluence over  the  Queen's  mind,  that  she 
"was  considered  by  .the  populace  as  a  sor- 
ceress. General  discontents  arose  through- 
out the  country  in  consequence  of  the 
bad  administration  of  adairs,  and  insurrec- 
tions took  place  in  many  parts.  The 
f  rince  of  Conde,  the  Duke  of  Bouillon, 


:.  by  Google 


Mfi  THE  LIFE  OF  il$i6, 

and  other  noUes  retted  from  ooutt,  and 
Userabled  troops  with  the  aronred  d»^ 
of  obtaining  4  diange  in  the  King's 
councils,  and  the  Protestants  joined  then^ 
Many  conferences  were  held  for  th«i 
purpose  of  restoring  tranquillity  and 
piiereotii^  cnil  war,  and  articles  of  peacQ 
were  at  last  signed  and  tatified  at  Loudun, 
Thuanns  was  one  of  the  commts^cHiers  oa 
the  ocoasioQ ;  vid  a  loi^  letter  is  extant 
written  by  him  from  that  place  to  his 
fiiend  Thiuneri-  That  be  w^s  not  very 
&rourable  to  the  Queen's  ministeT?  may 
be  gathered  &om  the  appellations  h^  as^ 
signs  to  them :  he  calls  ViUcroi  ^*  Ti» 
Debtor."  on  the  supposition  that  be  ba4 
in  a  great  measure  occasioned  the  war, 
and  therefore  pe»x  Was  Or  debt  he  owed 
the  nation,  He  styles  the  Cbancellor 
SiUery.  <' A  Tox"  and  the  Marsba^ 
d'Ancre's .  wife,  "  Canidia."  He  cons-, 
plains  in  this  letter  of  ^n  indispoutioi\ 
which  had  afiected  him  for  pine  qiontb^ 
and.  of:  b^ng  tormented  ijnth   fscqast^ 
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Attacks  ef  choUc  |»aB»;  and,  notwith-' 
standing  tbe  ratificatkm  of  peace,  he 
argues  gloomily  of  the  state  of  tlw 
country. 

The  joining  with  these  commis«oher< 
was  the  last  public  act  of  our  Author  s 
life,  and  is  particularly  congenial  to  his 
character*  which  always  led  him  to  pro* 
mote  peace.  The  restoration  of  national 
tranquilti^.flcemed  not  then  to  rest  on  very 
secure  grounds*  and  this  thot^ht  occasion- 
ed him  to  feel  great  and  serious  disquietude. 
^u>rtly  after  the  conference  at  Loudun, 
he  was  doomed  to  Experience  a'  domestic 
caktnity  of  the  severest  kind,  in  the  loss 
of  his  secfflid  wife,  whs  diedinthethirty-- 
ninth  year  of  her  age,  after  having  heen 
tmtted  to  him  fourteen  years.  On  this 
mournful  oecasion  a  letter,*  in  Latin,  was 
addressed  to  him  by  Daniel  Heinsius, 
which,  though  the  langiu^  is  in  some 
places,  perhaps,  too  poetical,  is  not  un- 
^worthy  to  be  coinpared  with  the  cele- 
brated Jktter  of  Scivius  Sulpicius  to  Cicero 


:.bvGoogIf 


8M  THE  LIF^  OF  (1616, 

on  the  death  pf  his  daughter  Tullia.  J^  • 
comparison  of  these  two  composi^f^ns 
-with  each  other  will  also  shew  how  much 
superior  and  more  solid  are  the  ground^ 
of  consolation  in  affliction,  which  our  re- 
ligion presents,  to  those  with  which  un^- 
assisted  reason  furnished  the  ancients, 
The  heathen  reasons  in  this  manner: — 
"  Every  thing  on  earth  parties  of  a  fragile 
and  perishable  conditic^ ;  fMid  great  cities 
and  empires  themselves  are  subject  to 
dissolution.  What,  therefore,  is  man, 
that  he  should  grieve  because  he  and  those 
who  are  dear  to  hira  are  not  exempt  from 
the  common  lot  of  mortaUtyJ"  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Christian,  in  addition  to 
such  arguments  as  tbesei  comforts  his 
friend,,  by  assuring  him  that  she  whom 
he  loved  has  attained  a  st^te  of  happiness 
not  subject  to  interruption  or  decay ;  and 
that  he  himself  may  hereafter  ttoth  wit- 
pess  and  participate  this  happiness.  ■ 

Heinsius;-  -begins  the  letter;  to  which  I 
am  allutUog,  by  stating^  that,  hg  bad  beard, 
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from  common  report,  of  the  great  loss 
sustained  by  Thuanus,  who  filled  so  dis* 
tinguished  a  situation,  that  every  event 
Which  occurred  to  him  was  soon  notorious, 
even  in  foreign  countries.  He  reminds 
him  that  posterity,  viewing  his  works 
with  adpiiration  and  deUght,  would  be 
desirous  of  knowing  the  character  of  the 
author  himself,  and  whether  or  not  he 
endured  affliction  with  fortitude. 

He  confesses,;  when  he  first  received 
the  information  that  so  great  a  misfortime 
had  befallen  a  person  whom  he  had  long 
considered  an  object  of  the  highest  vene- 
ration, he  was  struck  with  sorrow  and 
dejection.  He  could  not  but  reflect  upon 
the  general  happiness  promoted  among 
mankind  by  the  conjugal  union,  which  is 
po  congenial  and  so  necessary  to  their  con« 
dition.  He  reflected  on  the  particular 
pircumstances  of  the  present  case,  viz. 
that  Thuanus  was  returning  home  from 
g  tfpubfescjme  commission,  feeble  in  body 
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and  depreswd  in  mind,  anxioas  to  seek 
relief  in  the  tender  attentions  of  his  wife* 
and  in  the  sa^estions  of  her  matard 
Judgment.  The  society  of  his  child  ren« 
too,  .formerly  a  source  of  the  highest 
pleasure,  wooJd  now  only  revive  the  sad 
IKcollection  of  their  mother. 

Hemsius,  by  this  preamble,  appears 
desirous  of  shewing  that  he  sensibly  felt 
the  whole  extent  of  his  friend's  misfor* 
tune.  He  then  proceeds :  "  After  indulg- 
hig  in  these  reflections  (for  I  never  have 
approved  that  iron-faearted  wisdom  of 
the  Stoics),  I  began  on  the  other  hand  to 
consider  your  character."  He  considered 
that  Thuanns  bad  imbibed*  "  with  his 
milk,"  those  precepts  which  inculcate  a 
contempt  of  life  and  of  the  inconstancy 
of  fortune;  that  "after  the  completion  of 
his  e»iy  studies,  he  had  been  conver-'^ 
sant,  not  cmly  with  books,  but  with 
men  and  manners,  and  all  the  vicis- 
situdes  of  life,  in  the  court  and  in  the 
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•enate,"  He  knew  him  to  hare  been  bom 
in  a  country,  the  people  of  which  excei 
{a  talents,  learning  and  judgm^t ;  in  a 
eountry,  that  bad  for  the  greyer  part  of 
a  oeqtuFy>  been  exposed  to  the  roost  dread- 
ful civil  war0,  of  which  religion  was  the 
pretext,  and  ambition  the  cause.  He 
Ipaeur  him  to  have  been  an  eye-witness  of 
too  many  of  these  contests,  commo- 
tions, and  massacres.  "  Turn  your  eya" 
be  suddenly  exclaims,  "  to  that  period 
wben  the  empire  itself  was  widowed 
and  desolate,  in  consequence  of  the  loss 
of  the  great  Henry,  the  delight  not  of  one 
nation  only,  bqt  of  mankind  ;  .who  in  one 
and  the  same  instant  of  time  was  the  fa- 
vourite of  fortune  and  a  corpse.  Think 
of  the  towns,  lands,  and  possessions,  which 
have  been  laid  waste,  and  torn  from  the 
proprietors !  think  of  the  men  of  princi- 
ple who  have  reagned,  or  have  been  dri-* 
ven  from,  their  condition  in  society  ;  lastt 
ly  of  your  country  itself,  which  lay  a  spoil 
and  prey  at  the  feet  of  the  contending 
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parties^  and  is  sttU  agitated,  like  the  sea 
after  a  storm.  If  amidst  these  surround- 
ing calan^ities,  you  have  onlv  to  lament 
your  present  loss,  truly  you  are  more  for- 
tunate than  many  others.  You  have  in- 
deed experienced  the  greatest  of  domestic 
afflictions  in  the  loss  of  your  wife  ;  but 
it  is  nevertheless  a  misfortune,  to  which 
all  are  exposed,  and  which  in  fact  many  in 
the  single  city  of  Paris  must  daily  suffer. 
Alas !  how  many  lose  their  countiy ) 
How  many  eminent  and  virtuous  charac- 
ters, and  of  equal  rank  with  yourself  have 
been  expelled  by  an  ungrateful  country, 
which  forgot  their  services ! 

**  I  will  not  adduce  examples  from  Plu- 
tarch, T-ivy,  and  Xcnophon.  Thuanus,  in 
his  admirable  memoirs  of  the  times,  af- 
fords me  sufficient  examples.  I  do  not 
speak  of  the  Scipios,  the  Coriolani,  th^ 
Camilli,  but  of  those  iliustrious.  character^ 
whom  you  have  immortalized.  For  in^ 
stance,  that  great  man  De  L'Hopital,  if  he 
could  rise  from  the  .peaceful  grave,  might 
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be  imagined  to  address  you,  by  whdae  la- 
bors he  still  survives,  and  to  exhort  you 
by  his  own  example.  '  Y"ou  have  lost," 
thus  he  m^ht  say,  •  an  admirable  wife,  and 
worthy  of  yourself.  Does  this  then  ap- 
pear to  you  an  uncommon  event  ?  Hive 
you  no  consideration  for  the  state,  cmi- 
$ient  as  yoii  are,  and  so  important  a  mem- 
ber of  it  ?  If  your  country  is  safe,  let 
that  be  your  consolation  :  if  it  is  destroyed 
and  extinct,  the  extent  of  your  lossis  dimi- 
nished." Imagine  that  in.  similar  lan- 
guage, all  the  celebrated  and '  excellent 
men  who  now  survive,  entreat  you  to  be 
reconciled  to  God,  to  your  country,  to 
your  books,  especially  your  own  immortal 
works,  and  lastly  to  yourself.  You  may 
indeed  reflect  that  you  are  deprived  of  a 
consort  of  extraordinary  merit,  the  delight 
of  your  life;  but  when  you  h^ve  thus' 
considered,  add  that  you  are  a  man  born 
to  eminence,  an  example  of  learning  and 
wisdom.  Think  then,  what  she  has  lost; 
— nothing  but  what  is  most  painful  to  you 
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and  all  good  men,  it  coiintT7>  the  prost>er- 
ity  of  which  is  declining  :  think  what 
she  has  gained ;  a  life  exposed  to  no  mis- 
fortune, a  kingdom  torn  by  no  Actions, 
governed  by  one  king  immortal  and  eter- 
nal ;  the  company  of  the  holy  angels,  of 
the  blessed  Mar^rs,  of  Jesus  Christ.  Y^M 
aspire  to  this  happiness  yourself:  do  not 
therefore  grieve  that  she  enjoys  it  before 
you. 

"The  world  has  seen  In  you  a  model  of 
candor,  generosity,  erudition ;  it  now  ex- 
pects a  lesson  of  fortitude." 
Amsterdam,  August,  161O. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  Thu- 
anus  made  his  will  :* 

"In  the  name  of  the  bc^yand  undi- 
vided Trinity." 

He  begins  by  staling  that  the  death  of 
hit  wife,  younger  than  himself,  admo- 
nishes him,  the  greatest  of  sinners,  to  think 
eeriotisly  of  his  own. 

•  The  original  will  be  found  in  ihe  Appendix,  No,  IT, 
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He  first  thanks  God  that  he  was  bom  of 
religious  parents*  and  that  he  has  been 
lM*ougbt  up  in  the  true  faith  of  Christ,  hy 
which  alone  salvation  can  be  obtained. 

He  professes  that  he  has  lived  in  this 
faitb,  and  prays  for  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  that  he  may  die  in  the  same*  and  be 
tmmediately  received  into  Abraham's  bo- 
som. 

He  appoints  guardians  to  his  children. 
He  wishes  his  goods  and  costly  fiirnl- 
ture  not  to  be  sold,  but  divided  among  his 
heirs. 

'  His  valuable  library, ,  the  collection  of 
forty  years,  he  foH>i>ds  to  be.sdd;  but 
leaves  it  to  bis  sons,  for  their  use,  and  that 
of  the  literary  worUl.  And  until  they 
grow  up,  commits  it  to  the  caic  of  Peter 
DuPuy. 

He  requests  Uiesame  friend,  in  conjunc- 
tion  with  Nicholas  Rigaltius,  to  watch 
over  their  education. 

He  leaves  to  their  care  also  the  prepared 
edition  of  bis  history ;  and  all  his  other 
compositions. 
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He  requests  his  wife's  sistert  to  take 
part  in  superintending  the  education  of  his 
children;  and .parti<?ularly  to  paj  attention 
to  the  daughters,  whether  in  marrying 
thetn>  or  giving  them  the  veil,  which  he 
forbids  to  be  done  before  the  legal  age^  or 
by  constraint. 

He  desii'es  t6  be  buried  near  his  w^ife, 
whom  he  says, "  he  can  never  name  with- 
out expressions  of  honor,  and  a  sense  of 
the  bitterest  sorrow." 

These  are  the  concluding  words  of  the 
will:  "  I,  James  Augustus  Thuanus, 
being  of  sound  health,  but  like  a  Chris- 
tian, intent  upon  the  thoughts  of  death, 
as  if  it  were  just  approaching,  have  writ- 
ten and  subscribed  this  with  my  own  hand. 
Done  in  the  house  of  the  illustrious  Achil- 
les du  Harlay,  formerly  the  most  worthy. 
President  of  the  ParUament,  my  sister's 
husband :  whither  I  had  retired,  for  the 
benefit  and  comfort  of  solitude,  under  my 
present  affliction." 

DatedJuly  J3,  lOiO. 
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Though  Tbuanas  here  describes  himself 
to  be  in  good  health,  yet  the  vigour  of  his 
constitution  seems  to  have  been  impaired, 
by  the  shocks  he  had  experienced  irhich 
a:fectedhis  mind,  rather  than  by  a  natural 
decay.  He  shortly  fell  into  a  hngcring 
and  fatal  illness ;  which  his  physician 
Renanlme  de  Blois,  descntHes  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  an  obstruction  that  had 
been  forming  in  the  Uver  for  some  years, 
and  impeded  digestion.  His  studious  and 
sedentary  habits,  and  depression  of  spirits, 
encreased  the  disorder  of  liis  stomach, 
and  produced  scirrhous  tumours.  The 
glands  were  hardened,  and  refused  to  per- 
form their  functions,  and  the  patient  was 
thrown  into  a  fever,  and  subject  to  acute 
pains ;  the  paroxysms  of  which  were  so 
severe,  as  to  deprive  him  in  some  measure 
of  his  natural  patience  and  resolution. 

Tbe  faculties  of  his  mind  must  have 
remained  unimpaired  to  the  last ;  for  the 
following  Iambic  verses  are  dated  on  th* 
day  of  his  death,  which  took  place  May  7, 
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1O17,  ten  months  after  the  death  of  lus 
wife: 

Vigestmus  pneleriil  et  centeiimus 
Dies^  reclini  corpore  ex  quo  in  cellulfl 
Humili  recumlw,  aterooraut  supra  tonjoi.; 
Tindenique  plan^  clioicus  jaceo  domif 
Inter  dolores  Un^idum  corpus  tratienif 
Ptjor  priore  gemper  et  sequena  fuit, 
Tentats,  le  mooentc,  nequicquam  omnia. 
Amice  Thumeri,  debeo  cui  vitam  hactenua^ 
Asclepiadum  ceisit  in  vanum  labor  1 
Frustra  rogatus  et  bonus  Renealmius 
Peculiaris  abdila  artis  ptndere, 
Stertit  profundum  nocte,  dunt  crucior  miser. 
Quid  jam  anipllus  moramur  in  terresttibus 
Graviora  morbo  et  experimur  remedia? 
Tentanda  cielo  per  piaa  prece*  via : 
Nee  vita  lanti  est,  taoidlEt,  ut  vivas,  mori. 

*'  A  htindred  and  twenty  days  have 
now  passed,  since  I  have  been  stretched  in 
a  recumbent  posture,  either  ona  low  couch, 
or  on  my  bed.  I  am  now  quiteunable  to 
rise  through  languor;  and  as  I  thus  drag  on 
my  existence  in  pain,  every  day  is  worse 
than  the  preceding.  By  your  advice, 
my  beloved  Thumeri,  to  whom  I  hitherto 
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owe  my  life,  all  remedies  have  been  tried  ' 
in  v^n :  in  vain  has  the  good  Renaulm 
been  solicited  to  employ  the  more  myste- 
rious powers  of  his  art.  He  sleeps  pro- 
foundly, while  I  alas  !  pass  the  nights  in 
torment.  Why  should  I  linger  still  upon 
earth,  and  continue  to  tiy  remedies,  which 
are  worse  than  the  disease  ?  Rather  let 
me  strive  by  pious  prayers  to  attain  Hea- 
ven :  that  life,  which  approaches  to  th(; 
likeness  of  deaths  is  not  worth  preser- 
ving." 

Rigaltius,  in  the  life  of  Du  Puy,  has 
this  passage :  "  Times  arose  pregnant 
with  opinions,  equally  defective  in,  sense 
and  probity,  and  indiscriminately  ap- 
plied to  good  and  evil.  Th;s  caused 
disgust  and  chagrin  to  Thuanus,  who  was 
always  impatient  of  the  attacks  of  ca- 
lumny and  malice.  Scarce  arrived  at  old 
age,  as  yet  iirm  in  mental  and  bodily  vi- 
gor, a  burden  to  none  but  himself,  he 
was  overpowered  by  the  additional  afflic- 
tion caused  by  his  wife's  death,  and  dieiJj 
52 
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ten  tnohtbs  after  her,  of  a  sdrrhom  ta* 
mour  in  the  stomach,  whlcJi  turned  to  a 
gangrene." 

Du  Pay  in  a  ktter  to  Camden,  dated 
JmieSSth,  1O17,  says  *'  His  muidis  so 
depressed  by  the  death  of  Thuanos,  that 
solitude  alone  is  acceptable  to  biro.  Masl 
he  is  gone,  the  Imntnaiy  of  France  and  of 
£urope,  whose  breast  was  the  seat  of  can* 
dor,  probity,  and  erudition."  In  the  teel 
of  friendship,  he  adds,  "  Now  nothing  but 
barbarism  is  left,  particularly  in  our  coun-> 
tiy,  where  we  are  slaves  to  fallacious  ap- 
pearances, and  neglect,  and  even  despise 
true  merit."  Camden  says  "  that  the 
history  is  cncreasing  in  reputation  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  his  copy  of  it  is  scarcefy 
ever  at  home."  He  sends  some  verses 
composed  on  the  occasion  of  his  friend's 
death,  though  he  describes  himself  as 
'  *'  not  born  a  favorite  of  the  Muses  (Mu- 
sis arridentibus.)"  Other  learned  men  ui 
different  parts  of  Europe  paid  similar  tri- 
butes of  respect  to  our  Author's  memory. 
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and  besides  Camden's,  there  ai«  verses 
written  bj  Raphael  Tborius>  Salmasius, 
and  Heinsius;  and  a  Greek  idyl,  in  the 
Doric  dialect,  the  author  of  which  is  not 
named.  The  poem  of  Hdnuus,  entitled 
the  "  Apptbeosifi  of  Thuanus,"  is  the  best 
in  the  c<4l9ction,  but  is  too  long  to  be  in* 
serted.  Jt  opens  with  an  account  that 
Thuanus,  immediately  after  his  death, 
was  transported  to  Olympus : 

Quit  postquvn  piuima  renim 
Que  nunc  sideroot  inter  Dea  volvitur  axtB, 
Juslilia  aspexit  venientem,  occurrit,  et  otnnem 
Splendore  insolito  usurgeBs  implevit  Otympunir 

Justice,  first  of  cretted  thinga,  who  there 
Presides  t  Goddess,  'mid  the  beav'niy  ^heri^  . 
Arose  to  tniKt  hft  fiiv'rii«,  while  around, 
Unusv^l  splendor  fiU'd  Olympup'  houpd. 

Religion  and  Liboty  grpet  hi?  arrival : 

Stabant  et  caste.  Jureni  ^iia  gaudU,  Mdmp^ 
Nw  quas  PinduB  aJil,  dcc  qgas  Panussia  mpei ; 
S^  (jiudes  Splyme,  magnarum  consda  rcrum, 
Ante  omoci,  giemioque  luo  produzit  Idume. 
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The  Kkie  wu  tbere,  who  first  inspir'd  hie  youth, 
Not  from  Parnassus,  but  allied  to  truth. 
Holy  and  pure,  from  Solyma  she  came; 
Sacred  her  theme,  and  touch'd  with  heav'niy  flame. 

The  Poet  turns  to  a  description  of 
Tbtianus's  character  and  the  honorable 
avocations  of  his  life,  which  we  have  air 
ready  had  occasion  to  quote  in  part: 

Quccunque  kvo  memoranda  priori, 
Et  prvsens  defiincta  malis  ingentibua  rtas 
Pertulit,  aut  fall  domiirix  dedit  ignea  Virtus, 
Laudum  argumentamagnamm,  etgrandiacoepta, 
Mandabat  chartisj  seque  intexebat  et  illis. 

The  memorable  deeds  of  former  times, 

And  those,  which,  struggling  thro'  a  mass  of  crimes. 

The  present  age,  superior  to  its  fate, 

Achiev'd,  with  Virtue's  ardent  power  elate; 

These  themes  of  mighty  import  he  recites, 

And  his  own  merits  shine  forth,  aa  he  writes. '  ' 

The  poem  finishes  with  allusions  to 
the  happiness  which  the  subject  of  it  en- 
joys in  his  everlasting  abode. 

The  two  executors  our  Author  named 
in  his  will>  were  faithful  and  vigilant  in 
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dischai^ing  the  trust  committed  to  them, 
both  in  r^ard  to  the  care  of  his  writings 
and  of  his  family.  Before  we  enter  into 
"a  detail  of  circumstances  rehitive  to  the 
posthumous  puhhcation  of  his  history, 
or  an  examination  of  its  general  merits, 
it  may  be  proper  to  give  a  brief  account 
of  our  Author's  family  and  of  the  fate  of 
his  library. 

Thuanus  left  sis  children,  three  soni 
and  three  daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom 
was  not  more  than  ten  years  of  age.  The 
flaughters,  when  arrived  at  maturi^,  mar- 
ried into  respectable  f^nilies. 

Francis  Augustus,  the  eldest  son,  ap- 
plied to  the  study  of  the  law,  and  rose  to 
be  a  Counsellor  of  State,  and  Master  of 
the  Requests.  Unfortunately  he  became 
privy  to  the  conspiracy  against  the  State, 
■which  M.  de  Cinq  Mars,  in  concert  with 
the  Dukes  d'Orleans  and  de  Bouillon, 
Princes  of  the  blood,  projected  in  i042. 
The  plot,  though  in  reality  directed  against 
the  exorbitant  and  invidious  power  of  Car- 
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dinal  Richelieu,  amounted  to  high  treA- 
eon ;  and  young  Thuanus,  b«ng  treated 
as  an  accomplice  in  it,  was  beheaded  at 
Lyons,  September  I2th,  i642.  He  wa» 
in  his  80th  year,  and  suffered  with  great 
fortitude. 

It  has  been  asserted,  periiaps  without 
sufficient  grouods,  that  Kic^elieu  instiga- 
ted this  act  of  severity,  in  revenge  of  an 
unfavorable  hut  just  diaracter  of  his  un- 
cle, whidb  had  appeared  In  the  history  of 
Tbuanns. 

Voltaire  speaks  of  this  trannctioa  in 
the  following*  terms:  "  Thnanus,  who 
was  ooiy  accused  of  having  known  the 
conspiracy,  and  who  had  disapproved  of 
it,  was  condemned  to  death,  because  he 
had  not  revealed  it.  In  vain  he  repre- 
sented that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
have  proved  his  depoutimi;  and  that  if  be 
had  accused  the  King's  brother  of  hi^ 
tieason,  without  being  able  to  prove  the 

*  See  bU  MceurSj  Vol.  4,  p.  ISl. 
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cnnie,  he  fibould  have  deserved  ^ath 
much  more.  ThU  dear  justification  was 
not  admitted  by  the  Cardinal,  who  was 
his  personal  enemy.  The  lucres  con- 
demned him  by  virtue  of  a  law  made  by 
Lewis  Xlth,  whose  name  alone  is  suffi- 
cient to  shew  that  the  law  was  cnid." 

Huygens,  iather  of  the  great  m^hema- 
tician  uid  a^ronomer,  made  the  follow- 
ing distich  upon,  this  yoimg  man's  puni^ 
ment: 

O  L^um  subtile  nefas,  quibai  tnter  atnicos 
Nolle  fidem  fnistn  prodepe^  proditio  cit. 

The  play  of  words  is  not  tranalatablea 
but  the  thought  is:  "  How  unjust  is  the 
subtUty  of  those  laws»  wbkh  make  it 
treason  in  a  man>  not  to  commit  a  use- 
less breach  of  fiuth  towards  his  friend." 

Achilles  Augustus,  the  second  soaof 
our  Histwian,  was  a  Counsellor  in  tbn 
Farliament  of  Bretany,  and  diod  in  l03^. 

James  At^gustus,  the  youi^eftt  son,  na- 
med after  his  father,  died  in  1077,  ag^i 
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0g.  He  made  additions  to  his  fathei^s  ti' 
brary,  as  Du  Fuy  had  also  done  daring  the 
minority  of  the  children,  and  imitated  his 
attentions  to  learned  men,  who  continued 
fteir  meetings  at  his  house.  He  went  em- 
bassador to  the  Hague  from  Lewis  XIV. 
in  lOOl,  and  seems  to  have  behaved  with 
great  spirit  there  in  a  dispute  with  Ae 
Spanish  embassador.  Livii^  abroad  in  a 
style  of  great  splendor,  wluch  he  thought 
necessary  in  order  to  support  the  dignity 
of  his  Court,  he  injured  \m  fortune.  In 
order  to  defray  his  debts,  he  was  indu- 
ced, with  great  regret,  to  make  a  propo- 
sal of  selling  the  libraiy,  that  had  belong- 
ed to  his  ^ther,  to  the  King,  for  the  use 
of  the  Dauphin.  This  proposal  was  made 
through  the  intervention  of  the  learned 
Huet,  Bishop  of  Avranches,  who  was 
preceptor,  under  Bossnet,  to  thfc  Dau- 
phin; but,  the  offer  being  declined  on  the^ 
part  of  the  Kingj  this  magnificent  collec* 
tion  came  to  public  sale  after  the  death 
of  Ac  owner. 
I 
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After  this  event  a  catalogue  of  the 
books,  digested  by  James  and  Peter  .Du 
Puy,  was  published  by  Joseph  Quesnel,  a 
Hbrarian  at  Paris,  in  1O79-  In  a  preface 
to  it,  he  expatiates  on  the  great  care  and 
expense  that  had  attended  the  forming 
of  this  collection,  and  particularly  add* 
that  the  charge  of  fitting  it  up  alone,  (ad 
solam  compactionem,)  had  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  20,000  crowns,  about  four 
thousand  pounds. 

A  letter  from  Grsevius,  dated  May  7th, 
1 680,  alludes  to  the  sale ;  and  it  is  added, 
that  the  books  were  disposed  of,  for  less 
money  than  the  bindings  of  them  bad  cost 
Thuanus. 

The  Bishop  of  Avranches  mentioned 
above,  in  his  commentaries,  published  in 
1 7 1 8,  confirms  this  statement  He  says, 
that  the  Ubrary  was  sold  to  satisfy  the 
demands  of  the  embassador's  creditors; 
and  that  though  100,000  livres  had  been 
expended  upon  th?  arrangement  and  dcr 
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coration  of  the  books,  (in  eompingendls 
ct  concinnd  ac  sumptuos^  convesdendis 
libris)  they  did  not  produce  one  durd  part 
of  that  sum. 

The  following  passage  is  taken  from 
"  Melanges  de  Litterature,"  by  M.  de 
Vigneul-Mville,  vol.  i,  p.  26.  Ed.  Paris, 
1725. 

"  The  fiimily  of  Thmmus  and  the  Cu- 
rators of  his  library,  went  to  the  expense 
of  having  one  copy  or  more  of  every  valu- 
able work  published  in  Europe,  printed 
on  particulariy  fine  paper  made  for  the 
purpose ;  and  they  sometimes  selected  the 
choicest  leaves  from  two  or  three  difler- 
ent  copies  or  editions.  The  President 
Menars,  and  after  him  the  Cardinal  de 
Rohan,  purchased  the  collection,  that  it 
might  still  be  preserved  entire." 

Buckley,  whose  edition  of  Thuwms  has 
been  so  often  referred  to,  has  added  this 
information  upon  ttie  present  subject,  viz. 
that  the  Minister  Colbert  bought  the  ma- 
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nuscripts,  which,  in  the  year  1730,  were 
purchased  and  deposited  in  the  EJng'a 
Library  at  Paris. 

Unfortunately  for  the  interests  of  lite- 
rature, the  library  of  Thuanus  has  proba- 
bly long  since  been  dispersed,  and  if  not 
destroyed*  exists  no  more  as  an  unifonu 
collection.  Ihe  last  of  his  descendants 
whom  I  find  mentioned,  was  an  Abb^, 
son  of  the  embassador,  who  was  Uvlng 
at  Paris  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of 
Buckley's  edition.  He  bore  the  name  of 
his  jather  and  grandfather,  James  Augus- 
tus; and  in  his  peraon  apparently  termi> 
nated  the  family  of  Thuanus,  which, 
though  distii^ished  through  a  long  line 
of  genealt^y,  has  received  the  brightest 
ornament  of  its  reputation  from  the  pen 
of  our  Hbtoriaa. 

Thuanus  was  buried  at  Paris,  in  the  cha- 
pel belonging  to  his  family  in  the  church 
of  St.  Andrew  of  the  Arches ;  a  monument 
between  those  of  his  two  wives,  was  erect- 
ed to  him,  with  this  inscription  : 
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**  Jacobo  Av^usto  Thuano  Christophori 
filio,  in  r^ni  conciliis  assessor! ;  ampUssi- 
mi  Senat&s  Praesidi ;  literaram,  quae  res 
diTuias  &  humanas  amplectuntur,  magno 
bonoruin  &:  eruditorum  consensu^  peritis- 
timo;  variis  legationibus  summci  sincehta- 
te  ac  probitate  functo;  viris  principibus 
aero  8U0  laudatissimis  eximi^  ciilto;  His- 
toriarum  scriptori>  quod  ipsae  passim  lo- 
quuiitur>  celeberrimo ;  Chnstianse  pletatia 
antiqusc  retlnentissimo. 

Vixit  anDos  63, 

Menses  6,  dies  2g. 

Obiit  Lutetiee  Parisiorum 

Konis  Mail,  1O17. 

Farcissim^  ceiisuisse  videtur,  qui  tali  viro 

sseculum  detuisse  dixit. 

**  To  the  Memory  of.  James  Augustus 
Tbuanus,  son  of  Chiistopher ;  one  of  tbe 
King's  Privy  Counsellors ;  President  k  Mor- 
tier  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris;  a  pro- 
found Theologian  and  Scholar,  in  the  es- 
timation of  worthy  and  learned  men ;  • 
successfully  employed  in  various  public 
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commissions,  .and  with  the  highest  repu- 
tation  for  sincerity  and  probity ;  caressed 
by  those  men  in  power  who  bore  the  best 
character  in  his  time  ;  the  author  of  a  his- 
tory, whose  merit  is  so  well  known  as  to 
need  no  praise ;  and  firmly  attached  to  the 
primitive  Christian  faith.  He  lived  C3 
years,  six  monthsj,  29  days ;  and  died  at 
Paris,  May  7th,  1O17.  It  appears  to  be  a 
very  inadequate  euli^y,  to  affirm  that  he 
was  superior  to  the  age  in  which  be 
lived." 

Our  Author's  character  bears  consider- 
able resemblance  in  many  points  to  that 
of  Lord  Clarendon;  and  there  is  a  remark- 
able coincidence  in  many  leading  circum- 
stances of  their  lives.  Each  was  born  of 
a  good  femily,  and  Kused  himself  by  me- 
rit to  a  station  of  the  highest  dignity  in 
the  legal  profession :  each  was  the  object 
of  his  widowed  mother's  partial  affection, 
and  indebted  to  her  bounty  for  an  early 
■establishment  in  life.  Both,  in  tempes- 
tuous tinies,  were  firm  adherents  to  the 
Cfown,  and  confidential  ministers  to  two 
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tovere^ns;  both  experienced  anonjust 
reverse  of  favor,  and  were  exposed  to  the 
aspersions  and  ridicule  of  dissipated  and 
licentious  courts.  Lastly,  each  composed 
a  history  of  his  own  times,  in  a  style  of 
singular  candor  and  moderation. 

Ilie  parallel  between  these  two  illus- 
trious characters  might  be  ferther  ex- 
tended to  thdr  exemplary  moral  and  re- 
ligious habits.  Thuanus  was  accused  by 
the  Papists  of  his  time,  of  inchning  to 
Protestantism:  and  the  author  of  his  epi- 
taph thinks  it  necessary  to  say  that  he 
adhered  firmly  "  to  the  ancient  Christian 
faith."  Ancient  is  a  very  moderate  word, 
if  applied  by  a  member  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  to  his  own  establishment;  and 
proves  that  the  Protestants  had  begun  to 
obtain  some  consideration  and  respect. 
But  it  is  very  probable  that  the  word 
*•  ancient,"  is  here  meant  to  refer  to  the 
primitive.  Apostolic  usages. 

From  the  attention  our  Author  employ- 
ed to  procure  a  republication  of  Occam's 
WorkSi  from  many  passj^  in  his  his- 
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tory,  and  i^m  the  oppoeition  he  mvaria- 
bl/'inade  to  the  Papal  claim  of  dominion 
over  the  church  and  kingdom  of  France, 
it  is  evident,  that  he  did  not  assent  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  Pope's  in&llilnlity  and  ni- 
premacy  in  temporal  things.  This  feet  is 
farther  proved,  by  a  preface  written  by 
Le  Feyre  to  Thuanus's  Histoiy  of  the 
Council  of  Trent,  pubUshed 'separately 
from  his  great  work.  Le  Fevre,  address- 
ing his  friend,  says,  "  Tou  wish  to  know 
what  opinion  is  to  be  formed  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Trent,  the  authority  of  which-  we 
have  for  forty  years  hesitated  to  admit. 
I  know  that  you  are  attached  to  all  the 
articles  of  primitive  fiiith ;  and  therefor^ 
your  difficulty  must  Ue  with  regard  to 
the  use  of  the  keys,  the  dispensation  of 
benefices,  the  morals  of  ecclesiastics,  the 
power  of  the  court  of  Rome,  and  other 
ifiatters  of  this  kind,  which  the  council 
has  determined  upon."  I^e  Fevre  is  too 
prudent  to  express  his  own  opioic^,  but 
the  passage  ascertains  our  Author's  4oubts 
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Itisako«ndtot  ^atThuanusdisappmetf 
persecution^  anddidnotbdieve  thatAoec 
-who  dissenlied  fittHb  die  Church  of  Rome 
were  exchided^m-  all  hope  <j^  s&lvatian. 

These  two  tenets,  of  the  PipdinftHitt* 
Utyy  and  of  the  6mi  perdition'  of  aH  whot 
are  not  ^'the  R^Mnish-  GooHnumoD>  have, 
perhaps,  nererbeen  sttongly -roaintatned^ 
by  sensible  andfbmBanellbinuiists.  The^ 
indeed;  bear  no  rdatioB  fo  &e  Goi^el  o^ 
Gbnvt;  bntitmustbeaHowedthatthe^are 
powerfiil-instniraents  tffflway^tiiQ  niindaf 
of  the  multitude,  and  have  adtu^fy  heexr 
at  the  root  of  the  mosti  dlread^  tumult* 
and  excesses^ 

tf  'Hniamis  was  not  a  good  j^pisty 
we  may  be  allowed  to- call:  him  a- good 
Christian;  fwhis  Mioerityinreligionca»' 
not  be  doubted  by  these  who  att^d'Ctf 
the  language  he  uses.  It  is  probable  tfatiC 
he  saw  many  errors  in-  f&e  Chuiic&  of 
Rome,  and  wished  that  it  might  silentljs 
reform  the  abuses  that  had  crept  into  it, 
and  thus  obviate  schism  ^id  coBt^rtipn^ 
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His  political  principies  were  of  the 
purest  kind.  Fortbtui,  Agility,  tife  itself, 
were  neveir'  by  Hnr  put  in  competition 
with  bis  duty  and  the  su^estions  of  his 
consciehce.  The  imbecility  of  King 
Hehry  III.  did  not  make  him  desCTt  his 
cause!  in^fflcalty,  nofwashe  detached' 
from  it  by  the  inviting  siniles  and  prbfes-* 
sioii^  of  the  Duke  of  6uisel  Yet  was  his' 
afetvice  ^veri  more  tohis'cbuntry  than  to 
the  moharcti.  He  always  maintained  the' 
independence  of  the  parliament ;  and,  in 
a-  memorable  passage  of  his  prcfece,  ex- 
korts  the  amiable  Henry-  IV".  to  remembei' 
**  that  Frenchmen  were  all  servants  of  the 
laws,  in  order  that  they  might  be  free.** 

Leimed  himself,  he  was  a  munificent 
paitroii  of  literature ;  and,  by  his  lavish 
praises'of  scliolars,  seems'to  hiave  enter- 
tained a  predilection  for  polite  leai^liig, 
above  any  other  attainment.  His  t^ents, 
ifnbt  of  the  flrst-iate.  Were  directed  to  the' 
best  pittposes,  with  sound  judgment  and 
unwearied  application. 

T3 
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His  conduct,  in  pnvate  life,  was  most 
amiable  and  attractive.  We  may  wish 
for  more  familiar  and  minute  particulars 
and  anecdotes  of  his  manners  and  deposi- 
tion ;  but  it  is  Buffidently  endent  tiiat  he 
was  without  any  disguise  or  concealment, 
of  great  simplicity,  plain,  sincere,  and  af- 
fectionate. He  was  a  tender  husband  and 
aprovident  &ther ;  and  it  is  pleasing  to  ob- 
serve, firom  his  will,  that  he  would  not 
have  his  daughters  forced  to  take  the  vdl 
f^ainst  th«r  inclinations. 

Those  who  ^sh  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  shades  of  our  Author's  character,  will 
perhaps  discover  that  he  felt  a  too  great 
consciousness  of  his  own  merit,  which 
made  the  gravity  of  his  manners  appear 
formal  and  unbending,  and  sometimes  de- 
generated into  expressions  of  vanity  and 
pride.  Though  in  most  respects  superior 
to  the  idle  prejudices  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived,  he  was  a  believer  in  omens  and 
presages ;  and  the  following  singular  in- 
stuce  is  recorded  of  his  unsuspicious  cre- 
dulity; 
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In  the  rdgn  of  King  Henry  II.  it  was 
reported  that  an  Indian  came  to  Paris* 
bringing  with  him  a  wonderful  stone, 
which  is  thus  described  (in  Latin)  by  Fer- 
nelius,  a  g«itleman  who  was  about  the 
court  at  that  time :  '*  The  stone  shines 
with  the  splendor  of  light  itself*  and* 
darting  its  rays  around*  fills  the  air  with 
its  beams.  Leaving  the  earth*  it  leaps 
spontaneously  upwards.  It  cannot  be  re- 
strained* but  requires  a  free  and  ample 
space;  it  has  the  greatest  purity  and 
brightness*  and  retains  no  dirt  or  pollu- 
tion. It  has  no  fixed  form*  but  frequently 
changes  its  appearance.  It  is  unsafe  to 
handle ;  but  is  useful*  and  even  necessary 
for  many  purposes  of  life."  This  fanciful 
description^  which  is  an  enigma*  signifying 
Jire,  deceived  Thuanus*  and  he  had  the 
mUfortune  to  insert  in  his  history  some 
in^dental  account  of  the  supjiosed  rarity ; 
but  the  passage  was  afterwards  expunged. 

To  be  gratified  with  the  incense  of 
flattccy  is  so  general  a  tendency  of  human 
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future,  that  it  |caa  faar^y  be  psqiibed  as 
a  peculiar  ^Ui^ig  to  Th^a,nus. 

His  weakqe^ft  pevjfr  aiQounted  tp 
vice ;  but  th^  ^er^  he  pos^esfed  >va$  a4 
eroploycd  on  th?  si^e  .rf  virt»e.  go  sevcfie 
and  nice  were  his  principlflB,  that  he  seeios 
unwilling  to  allow-  that  he  r^^arded  in 
any  action  the  praise  even  of  good  siwi 
vrof  men;  I^ut  c^d^youred  to  i^gulate 
his  whole  conduct  upon  religious  nwUves.  ^ 

He  yirzB  uniform  and  cQn»stent  in  the 
practice  of  virtue;  and.vira$  ope  of  the 
few  *  '*  of  whom  tp.  record  the  trufli  is 
their  hept  praise."  The  words  which 
Tacitus  applies  to  the  expression  of  Agri- 
cola's  countetiance^  may,  with  sqme  pro- 
priety, be  adopted  in  summing  up  the 
general  character  of  "{liuapus^  *'  Bpnum 
virum  fecil^  dixeris,  magiwm  Ubenter:" 
*'  Tou  pronounce  him  without  hesitation 
to  have  been  a  good  man  i  you  feel  wilU 
ing  to  ranV  him  ^.i^png  the  greats" 

*  gir  W.ToHw'a  Ufeof  Beiuiej  Vol. «,  p,  HS« 
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"We  have  silready  had  oeoaUon  to  ob- 
serve, that  oar  AMmt,  himselif,  publlah- 
tit^ty  'beiks  ii(  ins'histoty  at  Ulfie^- 
«nt'times.  The  first  ptiblji^tlon  -ma  in 
folio,  tnta  the 'Widow  *Bali8«>n's  press 
atParts;  it  came  fottii  in  l604,  and  con- 
tained die  ptefiice,  and  a  nanatlofi  i^f 
events  fenn  the  jrear  rs^fi  to  i$<Sb,  in 
eighteen  bonks. 

This  work  was,  in  a  -second  edition, 
divided  into  twetttjr-^  books :  mA,  in 
IfloB.twenty-thteeadditional  books  yren 
puhlislted  from  flie  press  of  two  brothers, 
iiamed  Brouart,  whidi  brought  the  hi9- 
loiytlown  to  the  year  1372. 

Thuanus  continued  to  publish  additions 
to  his  histor^r  in  10O7  and  lOOQ,  when  it 

*  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  celetirjited  .Robert 
StepheDS. 
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was  completed  to  the  year  1584,  in  oghtjr 
books,  and  formed  four  volumes  in  folio, 
Axim  Uie  press  of  Brouart. 

This  portion  of  the  work  was  also 
printed  in  8to  and  l2aio  at  FrankArt 
and  at  Paris,  during  the  Author's  lifetime. 

On  account  of  tbe>  ^lent  damour 
raised  by  the  Papists  and  Jesuits  against 
the  hjstoiy,  which  we  hare  noti<%d  in  the 
account  of  his  life,  he  never  ventured  to 
public  more  than  these  eighty  books ;  but 
was  engaged,  in  revising  them  i^ain  fcnr 
the  press,  when  death  put  a  period  to  his 
labors,  in  1017.  One  volume  only  of 
this  new  edition  wto  completed  and  print- 
ed by  Robert  Stephens  (son  of  the  cele- 
brated author  of  the  'tbesamiis),  who 
published  it  at  Pari^,  in  I0l8,  with  a  pre- 
fa.<x  of  his  awn,  in  whicb  be  notes  some 
errors  of  the  Frankfort  printers,  and  em- 
ploys many  Latin  phrases  to  stigmatize 
them  as  *  "  obstinate  blockheads."    Ste- 

*  It  fuit  priedurr  capitis  stupor,  ut  pervicaut^ 
obsnrduerit.  Sec, 
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phens's  pre&ce  alludes  also  to  a  dengn 
of  publishing  the  whole  history,  *'  when 
the  truth  should  no  longer  be  unpalata- 
ble." i 

In  lOiQ  the  eighty  books  were  agun 
edited  at  Fans,  in  duodedmo ;  and  no 
part  of  the  original  work  has  since  been 
printed  in  France. 

'Hiuanas,  by  his  will,  lefl  a  copy  of  his 
entire  history  prepared  for  the  press, 
(paratam  editimicm),  to  the  care  of  Dn 
Fuy  and  Rigaltius,  in  case  he  died  before 
it  should  be  publiriied ;  and  he  requests 
them  to  consult  with  two  brothers  of  the 
name  of  St.  Marthe  on  the  subject,  who,  he 
says,  had  already  rendered  him  material 
assistance.  Our  Author  was  happy  in 
the  choice  of  his  friends,  for  they  seem 
to  have  executed  the  trust  reposed  in 
them  with  eqtial  fidelity,  zeal,  and  jttdgr 
ment.  From  the  odium  the  first  part  of 
'the  work  had  incurred,  and  the  power 
which  those  who  condemned  it  possessed, 
its  publicatitm  was  an  undertaking  of  no 
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small  difficulty,  and  iaqiiued*vcf;y-dElicat)e 
jnanBgement. 

The  executors  fouad  thej  cirakl  not 
{Hint  the  MS.  at  Fans ;  and,  therefon, 
concealing  any  share  they  had  in  the  tiians- 
action,  they  privately  aei^  it  to  Xia^d- 
;shiem,  at  Otneya^  with  -wfaoae  xttaidunent 
to  our  Author  the  reader  has  been  already 
-made  acquainted.  Lingeldiigm  superin- 
tended the  printing  of  the  work  at  the 
■Genera  press ;  and,  in  oider  still  .&itfaer 
to  screen  Kigaltius  and  Du  fuy,  he  pub- 
liflbed  it  with  a  pcefiue,  which  states  that 
iie  had  in  Tain  waited  for  an  editiim  of 
Thuanus's  history  from  die  '.hands  of  his 
executors,  and  therefore  determined  to 
publish  a  copy  transmitted  'to  .faim  iram 
^he  AuUior.  As  if  itiiese  :{irecautions 
were  insufficient,  it  wa%  draught 'ea^)edi- 
ent  to  dissemble  the  real  ^name  of  tbe 
place  from  whence  the  work  issued,  and 
Orleans  was  isubstituted  instead  of  Geneva, 
as  may  be  now  seen  In  the  title  p!^e  of 
the  first  editions.  This  project  is  disclosed 
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by  Ldngdeheim  to  Hugo  Grotius,  in  a 
leUerdatisdHeidGlbeig.  l6l8. 

iUnder  all  itbese  disa^aotages,  the  I£n- 
toigr  4^  Tbkuuius,  complete  in  one  bundled 
-Mid  thir^-«ight  books,  w»s  first  ^ublub- 
.ed  in  1O20,  ta^^ec  with  ibe  Ad^on  4if 
Si^  hacks  of  memoin  lof  hu  lif«. 

Though  the  c^cecuton  tiiougfat  it  im- 
prodsnt  fiffiidy  to  appear  ooncemed  in 
-this  afiiur,  they  w«Te  hy  no  means  forget- 
fid  «f  the  obligatfon  incundsent  upon 
-theao  to  tulfil  the  wishes  of  their  deoeasetf 
iriend ;  but  were  vigilant  in  dischaigii^ 
it  to  the  utiqost  of  their  power.  They 
possessed  an  autiigraph  of  the  history; 
and  each  sepoi^tdy  compared  the  Genera 
edition  with  this  manuscript,  and  made 
his  own  remarks,  corrections  and  addi- 
tions. Their  labour  and -attention  did 
not  cease  at  this  point :  Ihi  Fuy  published, 
in  a  concise  form,  «  ju^ious  and  spirited 
defence  t^  the  history  against  the  ca- 
lumnies of  its  enemies;  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  his  brother  James,  made  an 
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index,  or  clavist  of  tiie  proper  names. 
Rigaltius,  besides  furnishing  a  pre&ce  to 
the  memoirs,  added  a  continuation  of  three 
books  to  the  history,  and  bnn^it  it  down 
to  the  death  of  Henry  IV.  in  lOio,  ac- 
cording to  the  author's  oii^nal  dengn. 

Another  edition  came  out  at  Frankfort, 
and  a  second  at  Geneva,  which  wasb^un 
in  162O,  and  finished  in  l630.  Rigal- 
tius  and  Du  Puy  carefully,  though  clan- 
destinely, revised  the  press;  but  the  text  b 
«aid  to  di^r  little  ^m  thb  first  Genera 
edition  of  1620. 

In  both,  the  volume  published  by 
Robert  Stephens  was  taken  as  an  authentic 
standard  as  far  as  it  went,  because  it  had 
received  the  author's  own  correction. 
But  in  all  these  publications,  some  pas- 
sages (chiefly  relating  to  the  Popes),  were 
omitted,  whidi  hadappearedin  theearliest 
edition,  by  Fatisson's  vidow,  which  weie 
found  in  tiie  autograph,  and  which  Rigal- 
tius  and  Du  Fuy  inserted  in  their  coUec* 
tion  of  notes  and  emendations. 
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Copies  of  this  collection  were  dispersed 
throughout  Europe,  and  some  found  thdr 
way  to  Holland,  England,  and  even  to 
Copenhagen.  From  one  oT  fhese  one 
Abraham  Wicfbrt  -published,  at  Amster- 
dam, in  1003,  a  small  work  in  duodecimo, 
entitled  "  Thuanus  Restitutus,"  which  is 
accounted  rery  defectire  and  incorrect. 

The  Geneva  editions,  though  the  text  is 
correct,  are  unpleasant  to  read,  as  there 
are  no  breaks  in  the  pages,  no  notes,  index, 
or  explanations  of  any  kind  t  and  it  was 
not  without  reason  that  a  better  edition 
of  the  history,  and  one  more  corresponds 
ent  to  its  merit,  was  thought  necessaiy  in 
the  learned  world.  The  credit  of  pre- 
paring such  a  publication  was  reserved  for 
an  Englishman. 

Our  learned  historian,  Th<Hnas  Carte, 
being  exposed  to  a  charge  of  hi^-treason 
on  account  of  his  attachment  to  Bishop 
Atterbury  and  the  Stuart  family,  fled  to 
France  in  the  year  1722,  and  remained 
at  F^s  six  years,  under  the  .assumed  name 
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of  HriBps.  In  ordfer,  he  siys'lliinsfelF,  to 
avoid  an  idle  life,  ^hich  was  his  aversibn^ 
and  to  enga^  in.  some  meritorious  lite* 
nry  cmploymedt,  he  direttedliia  thoughts' 
to- Thuanos's  history,  andfirst  entertained' 
the  design  of  translating  it  irttb  Ehglish. 
He  found  it  expedient,  howera-,  to  alter 
his  intention,  and  preferred-  engaging  in 
preparing  for  the  press  a  filll  and  corrtct 
edition  of  the  original  text.  He  giv^  thcC 
following  account  oi  his  unwearied  dili- 
gence in  the  prosecution  of  this  taskl 

He  had  access  to  two  original  manU- 
stripts  of  the  history,  one  of  which  was' 
deposited  in  the  King's  Lihrdry,  and  the 
other  in  the  Library  of  the  Fathers  of  ^e' 
Oratory,  in  the  Seminary  of  St.  Ma^oirt. 

"  The  MS.  in  the  King's  Litetiy,'* 
says  Carte,  "  conasts  of  six  volumes  in 
iblio.  The  twb  first,  as  appears  froirt  a' 
note  in  the  title  page,  are  in  the  hand- 
writing of Thuanus  himself,  ahdcontain 
almost  twenty-two  books,  according  to 
the  present  division.    An  hiatus  theriocr 
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eurSr  jbr  the  cbntimafion  opou  with  the 
e^tjr   first    book.     The  tliird,   fourth, 

.  and  fiflh  volumes'  were  written  by  the> 
bnttfaere  St  Marthe,  and  they  complete 
tbe.  narration  without  interruption  to  the 
end  of  the  120th  boofc. 

"  The  sixth  volume  which  'finishes  the 
history  in  188  books*  is  again  ah  auto- 
graph.: but  the  hand- writing  of  Thuanus 
never  very  legible*  is  hMe  so  small  and  in- 
dbdnct,  that  the  characters  cannot  be  read 
without  the  greatest  strain  to  the  sight, 
and  in  innumerable  passages  glasses  are 
necessary.  The  sheets  of  this  last  volume 
were  besides  separate  from  each  other,  and 
tiiroWii  in  disorder.;  but  it  must  be  consi- 
dered extremely  precious,  for  there  w  no- 
other-  manusciipt  copy  esctant  of  the  last 
twelve  books." 
The  decyphering  of  this  text  was  of 

.  course  a  work  of  time  and  immense  la- 
bour ;  but  no  difficulties  could  relax  the 
penereiing  industry  of  Carte,  who  peru- 
sed it-several  times*  and  found  It  to  be  per* 
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fict»  aod  that  it  had  been  faithAilfy  copied 
in  the  printed  edition  of  Geneva,  with  Uie 
cauxption  of  one  single  omission. 

The  same  volume  contuned  the  me- 
nu>irs  of  the  Ufe  of  Thuanus  also  in  his 
own  hand-writing.  To  these  ax  volumes 
already  mentioned,  two  were  joined,  writ- 
ten by  the  brothers  St.  Marthe,  which 
Gontiuned  the  memoirs,  and  the  contepts 
of  each  book  as  far  as  the  1 2Cth.  These 
formed  the  whole  set,  and  Carte  believes 
that  it  was  never  more  complete  than 
when  he  saw  it.  Probably  no  alterations 
were  necessary  in  the  printed  text  from 
the  22d  book  to  the  eighty  first,  and  the 
hiatus  in  this  manuscript  might  thet^ore 
be  intentional. 

The  other  Ihrisian  manuscript,  to 
which  Carte  had  access,,  in  the  Seminary 
of  St.  Magloire,  was  in  the  hand-writing 
of  the  St,  Martbes,  and  contained,  in  ele- 
ven volumes,  1 20  books  complete.  It  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  ^s  was  the 
original  of  the  Geneva  edition,  which  the 
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tfutbof's  eSecnton  aftorwardsoorrected  by 
«  -compamon  with  his  auto^pr^h.  And 
-the '  two  iast  Tdumes  of  this  autc^rapb, 
■contuiiing^  the  final  twelve  book6>  might 
have  beea  sent  for  a  time  to  Geneva,  for 
the  puiiH»9e  of  being  printed. 

CaAe  likewise  perused  two  other  m»- 
'tmstriptSi  one  Latin,  the  other  Fren^, 
^onsiiting  of  passages,  which  had  been 
omitted  or  altered  in  the  Geneva  editions,' 
st^plied  fron  the  author's  autogr^h. 
These  he  descnfoes  as  imperfectly  put  to^ 
gcthen  as  well  as  the  "  Thnanus  Restitu- 
tus,**  whidv  was  copied  from  some  work 
of  tile'  same  kind.  Alt  these  collectiont 
of  enumdations  were  in  the  first  place  de- 
rive fimn  the  remarks  of  Rigaltius  and 
Du  Puy,  which  Carte  saw  and  esteemed 
very  valuable.  Thoae  of  Rigaltius  were 
preserved  in  the  Ubraty  of  St  Genevieve; 
and  Du  fu/s  in  the  Royal  hbrary.  They 
do  not  differ,  he  sa}^,' from  each  other,  ex- 
cept in  some  immaterial  pass&ges  ofthe 
'  aemoirs,  to  ^N^ch  Rigaltius  addeda  pre&ce. 
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0%r  eninttTmni  had  9M  ]Wt  <Staiiflir 
tedhisdengn;  batafterthese  Bvtaotnfiti 
cdDotioaa,  emplojed  hidMclf  iik  nMLkingft 
coUectien  of  letura  adibetsed  to  Thlianna, 
on  the  subject  of  hU  history,  hy  levned 
men  in  difietent  ^arlx  of  Eurafr.  TUs 
«oa)piliUk>D  be  Insde  from  mahlisenpti  in 
prirtte  iibraries;  and  it  forms  tfae.cbx^ 
put  ef  the  seventh  Tslurae  of  BtaUey's 
edition. 

Dii  Fu^r,  in  ias  explhnalMT'  ndtsa,  had 
■«>meted  »»K  ctaual  erramsf^fae  antiMt; 
and  CartCp  fcdtomng  his  exsn^ei  made 
simiiar  emendations  in  those^ailtsof  thr 
history,  which  tclkte  to  English  >'i&>i*>  It 
renwined  only  to  give  an  elbcidiMioa  «f 
l^e  Latin  pr«j>£r  uiaes,  wbicli  aU  Ottits 
tgne  have  been  Bnitasonabtx  Astorted  by 
Thuaaus.  who  has  thus  thtowA  an  ob- 
seuri^  over  his  work:  Shd  C«t»  atfrms 
that  this  part  cf  his  njidertaking  <f  as  by  Jar 
the  most  laborious.  He  does  not  9e»pi« 
to  say,  that  this  defect  alone  "  has  nn> 
deced  uopoinriar  the  imtnortal  history  «f 
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lliuanus,  a  work  w&idi  reUites,  with  per- 
spicuity and  eleganoe,  tbc  important  ^m1 
glfvioofl  events  of  a  most  diffirak  and 
dangerous  period,  adjusted  in  aj^ropriftte 
order,  with  exquisite  judgment,  unbias- 
sed  ciindofi  and  underiating  Tea^dty" 

The  reader  has  ^ready  been  Hvfoniied 
that  Du  Fuy,  with  the  assistance  of  h» 
brother  JanKes,  published  an  Intetpretation 
of  the  proper  names  in  the  Ternacular  lan- 
guage. Carte  penised!  the  original  la^a- 
^cript,  written  1^  Du  Vi^h^3Me\f,  and 
-wbich  was  at  ti^t  t^me  in  the  posseecioa 
of  the  Abb&Thuanus.  graqdsont^  tbe  lfi»- 
ti»i^O'  These  inteipretations>  as  fia  m 
they  extend,  are  annexed  to  crery  pige 
£n.  Bael^ey's  edkioo ;  but  n}any  were 
still  wantii^  -;  In  su^ying  which.  Carte 
«ays  thathe  bestowed  "  imnjente  labor, 
and  the  study  of  roany  weeks.''  In  mi* 
mcrous  instances,  be  was  ol^iged  to  search 
liie  recprd?  of  th*  TflW«:  pf  LftD^g^,  to 
Uittoovw  itbedia^tfed  i^qieUa&wnsi  .aotf 
&m£[y%e  |teruwd  aH  ^t»  authon,  -wiiim 
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works  Thuaniis  used  in  the  eompilation 
'of  his  histoiy^  and  sereral  genealogical  ta- 
iUes.andthusat  last  succeeded  in  forming 
■a  perfect  glossary. 

Carte  was  encouraged  to  perpevere  for 
so  iong  a  time,  in  accomplishing  his  pro- 
■pQsed  imdertaking,  by  the  patronage  of  the 
ileafnedand  liberal-minded  Dr.  Mead,  who 
probably  gave  him  pecuniary  as^stance. 
.The  care  of  arranging  the  materials^ 
.whidh  Caite  iias  the  merit  of  coUectiiig, 
.ivasliy  Mead's  recommendation,  entrust- 
,ed  to  Samuel  Buckley,  a  persoii  who  is  de- 
■scribed  as  every  way  fit  for  the  cmplpy- 
;ment :  and  whose  success  completely  jus* 
tifi^  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 
;  JHis  proposals  for  publishing  an  editiofl 
of  ThMan\(a  pre  mentioned  in  the  Gentle- 
;Dian'is  Maga^e*  for  1734,  and  in  the 
Journal  des  S^avans  for  J73I  and  1732. 
n^'hc  teijQs   of  sul»Qription   were  nint 

^'•'*  pa£e465'.  An  Act  of  Parliament  was  granted. ta 
^b*ck)ty,  prohibUitig  the  importation  and  tele  of  u^ 
wHt^reprinted  iififwd  the stes,  for fimrtoen  yc^rii 
Before,  luch  reitrictioosut^ded  only  to  English  books. 
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guineas,  and  twelve  guineas  for  a  copy  on 
fine  paper. 

In  i;33,  this  beautiful  and  excdlent 
edition  made  its  appearance,  "  from  the 
press  of  S.  *Bnckley,  London,"  as  the  title- 
page  imports,  in  seven  volumes^  folio,  and 
dedicated  to  King  George  die  Secotid. 
-  From  the  account  already  given  of 
Carte's  diligence,  it  may  be  concluded, 
that  this  edition  of  Thuanus  is  the  most 
full  and  correct  that  ever  was  -pubUshcd. 
Tile  type  is  laige  and  clear;  and  besides 
the  continual  glossary,  and  the  collection 
of  letters  which  we  have  already  men* 
tinned,  the  reader  is  presented  with  th« 
continuation,  in  three  books,  by  Rigal- 
tius.  The  memoirs  of  the  author  s  life  are 
also  inserted,  which,,  according  to  Carte; 
do  not  vary  in  the  Geneva  editipn  from 
the  autograph;  a  letter  from  Thuanus, 

*  Buckle/  is,  in  the  Journal  dei  S^avaoc,  cnHed 
"  a  Boolualler :"  in  hu  edjtioo  a  note  occurs,  m 
which  he  desires,,  that  any  conununicatioos  may  be 
addressed  to.biin,  at  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office,' 
WhiMhaU. 
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conctroiiig  the  trody  at  Londou;  tod 
another  to  the  President  Jeanoin;  short 
lives  of  several  a(  the  Historian's  friends,- 
a  de^enoe  of  his  sa«»  who  7a«  executed  at 
hyom  i  and  sevdral  otbef  auihcintic  pieces^ 
In  a  wordt  no  information  seems  dioiltcd 
that  was  ^uitd  to  bear  any  idation  ta 
the  attfegect.  Buckley  prefijied  three  in- 
jexestlng  lettdrs^  on  the  subject  6(  hisedl« 
tumi  written  iaLatiti>  and  addressed. ti9 
Dr.  Mead. 

From  Buctle/s  edition,  a  Frfcnch  traris^ 
}ation  was  tndde  and  publidbed  at  hoa* 
dooi  in  sixteen  Tolumes,  quarter :  a  French 
abridgtnerit.  in  ten  Tolumest  duodecimo, 
was  ftlso  {lubUabedat  the  Hague. 

V  Abb^  de  Frtenoy>  in  his  ^'  Method 
of  studying  Hiator}',"  published  at  Fari^ 
in  If  2v.  and  Yrtiose  opinion  of  our  Au- 
thor has  been  already  cited  in  the  preface, 
pays,  that  a  M.  Du  Ryer  bad  translated 
About  half  the  history;  but  that  his  W&ck 
"  did  not  sell  well,  either  becauM  it  \^ 
not  complete,  fit  because  the  translation 
K3S  but, indifferently  e?^equted,*' 
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Bcminl  Wilion,  At  M.  vkar  of  New- 
ark upon  Trent,  and  prebendary  of  Lin- 
coln, ppblUxd,  in  two  Tolnmes,  an  Eng- 
liab  tnui«lation  of  part  of  Thuanns,  which 
i»  in  plain,  correct  language,  and  TCry 
ftitfafid  to  the  OT^nal.  lie  fhst  Tohme 
ii  dated  lyap,  and  dedicated  to  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle:  the  second  is  dated  the 
jm  following,  and  is  dedicated  to  John, 
Duk«  <f  Rotland.  The  two  volumes 
contalo  a  tianshiti(m  of  the  Autfaoi's  Pre- 
iaoe,  of  bis  Memoirs,  and  of  the  first 
twanqr-slx  books  of  the  Historgr. 

Tliese  are  the  most  material  publica- 
tions respecting  Thnanus,*  of  which  I 
have  obtained  any  in£bnnation;  but  some 
works  of  inferior  moment,  for  instance. 


•  In  a  catilogae  of  Sir  C.  C.  Donaer's  books, 
publiatw)  io  !?•«,  OM  of  the  numbers' ia  '<aThn- 
qiM#,  by  Dsicblfy,  on  iargfipaper,  in  u  rola,  foUog 
a  magnificent  cppr,  illustraud  witb  imny  bie^tiiiftit 
and  rare  portraits  of  eminent  characters,  mentionwl 
by  De  Thou,"  See  "  The  Director,"  a  periodical 
paper,  for  May  9, 1 607,  No.  16,  p.  1 1 7. 
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ibt  ''Thpana,"  and  » collection  <tfUogra* 
phical  sketches*  taken  from  the  Histoiry, 
have  ftequently  been  given  to  the  public.^ 
Our  Author  s  great  work  coin^rehends 
in  1S8  books  the  events  of  more  than  six^ 
yean*  from  A.  D.  1540  to  1O07  iindu-x 
aive;  and  he  was  occti])^  about: thirtoen. 
years  in  the  composition  c^  it.  ^  Jn  .the^ 
period  of  which  it  treats,  five  soverdgos 
lejgned  in  France,  Henry  II.  Francis  II.. 
Charles  IX.  Henry.  HI.  and  Hewy  IV. 
It  comprdi^ds  the  erection  of;  due  l/ni-. 
ted  Provinces  into  a  ireerepubUc^  .and. 
the  glorious  reign  of  £liz^th  in  Eng- 
land. Charles  the  Fifth  was  Emperor  of 
Germany  and  ^ing  of  Spain*  and  was. 
succeeded  on  the  Spanish  thrpne  by  his 
son*  Philip  the  Second :  Solj^nan*  the  Mag- 
nificent,  rogned  piyt  of  the  time  in  Tur- 
key, and  there  were  several  P6pe$,  of 
whom  weshall  haw  oo^asion  to  speak, 
in  ^ving,  briefly*  a  general  outline  of  this 
important  History. 
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The  first  book  serves  as  an  mtroduc-- 
tion,  and  <^ens  with  a  vleWof  ibt  state 
of  &irope,  and  its  difierent  powers,  a  ]it- 
■de  before  the  deadi  of  Fr^ds  the  first; 
of  France,  about-  the  year  1540.  The 
Author  first  treats  of  the  French  dnd  Spa-' 
nish  kingdoms,  and  gives  an  account  ot 
the  rise  and  progress  o£  their  greatness ; 
which  France  gradually  acquired  from' 
the  natural  advantages  of  the  country: 
Spun,  on  the  other  hand,  rose  late  uidi 
iiapidly  into  emtnoice,  chiefly  in  conse-^ 
quence  of  the  unprincipled,  but  profound, 
policy  of  Ferdinand  of  Arragon,  whose 
power  and  wealth  were  encreased  by  the 
discovCTy  of  the  "New  World.  Hinanus 
takes  a  brief  survey  of  the  reign  of  Lewis 
XIL  of  France,  who  pursued  the  schemes 
of  conquest  and  ^^randisement  In  Italy, 
w^hich  had  ori^nated  with  his  predeces- 
sors-Charles the  Eighth.  He  attributes 
the  bad  fortune  which  attended  the  en-  ' 
terprises  of  this  popular  Monarch,  to  the 
eohnection  which  he  entered  into  with 
1 
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AlCBMiHff  the  Kith;  nor  docs  he  sarii(ile 
ts  CBademn,  in  stFonf  terou,  the  infii- 
qtoiu  cooducl,  and  profligate  jtioml9«  of 
tbia  f  (^ ;  aov  the  violtace  of  his  sucoes- 
•or,  JuU«6  the  Second  I  and  these  are  Mnw 
of  tb*  fUHaga,  wjuch  gSTe  a«  uveb 
offence  to  the  court  of  Rpiiije. 

Tbeo  follows  4  oonpendiiun  of  the 
nugn  of  ftaocis  the  Fiiat,  hia  unauccew- 
&iX  attempts  ai»a  the  MUaneie,  and  the 
perpetual  atruggle  bs  nwDtained  agalmt 
the  exuberant  power  of  Qtarlea  the  tifOt, 
who  succeeded  to  the  dominion?  of  Fer- 
dinand in  the  Old  and  New  World*  and 
poflcessed*  in  additioUf  the  imperial  crowx 
of  Germany.  Hie  Hiitorian  blanm  tbiC 
conduct  of  F(^  Leo  the  Tenth  in  issuing 
the  sale  <^  indulgenoM,  in  order  t»  sup- 
ply his  tarn  for  extr»ragance>  -which  gave 
liae  to  the  Befonoation  in  Germany]  and 
tbo,  in  granting  to  Fi^ncl*  the  Fint  the 
power  of  appointing  ts  vacant  beocfises 
in  the  church,  which  uied  to  be  di^Hxed 
gf  by  electioB.    ^e  acowat  concludta 


:cb,GoogIe 


OF  IHUANVV  .  <IM 

with  the  tmtty  of  Creepy t  f<»i»«4  ^F 
Francis,  in  the  year  iSM,  ^mth  the  Em- 
peror; which  was  destined,  like  fonatt 
treaties  which  took  pUce  betwcea  tbmt« 
to  be  soon  dissolved. 

The  a&irs  ^fin^and  are  discustfd  In 
the  same  cursoiy  Bianner.  Tlu  abr<^|i^ 
tion  df  the  Papal  authoritj.b/  Hear/  tb« 
Eightfa,  is  ascribed  to  hi&  extr&vagant  paA^ 
aion  (insanum  amorem)  f^  -Anne  B<de)«t 
and  his  tapriciotis  and  cAwl  cfAchiCt  to 
hi^  subjects  i»  rdated  in  dttee  termbt 
*'  Xhft  King  declared  himaelf  head  of  the 
Chureh ;  but  though  he-  thUi  changed  as 
discipUnei  he  permitted  no  alteration  bs 
doctrirtal  ^RtSi  and  alike  punished*  with 
^taih,  tho«e  who  ad(^ed  the  opioitms  ot 
liOther  and  ^uingUu^  and  the  deicndetB 
of  Papal  aulhoritx."  Th)aamia  adds,  tltft 
it  was  r^pt^ed,  the  VaiY&aAtjr  of  fkrii 
was  bribed  to  proiiouaoe  a  aeotence  in 
&vor  of  Henty's  diToroe;  and  that  ha 
would  have  continued  in  sut^jectioa  to  the 
See  of  Aome,  if  he  bad  met  with  easier 
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aad  more  pnident  Popes.  England  was 
not  inclnded  m  the  treaty  of  Crespy,  and 
Heniy^  diortly  after  it  was  concluded, 
fitted  out  an  expedition  against  France, 
and  took  Boult^e. 

'  The  state  of  Russia  is  scarcely  noticed: 
Poland,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  are  de^ 
fcribed  as  unsettled,  and  subject  to  intes- 
tine tumults;  and  Hungary,  firom  its  un- 
fKtvnate  sitoation.  was  exposed  to  the 
continual  irruptions  of  Solyhum  the  Mag- 
nificent. Thuanus,  after  mentioning  ihe 
fx>n<}aests  of  this  Sultan  in  Egypt;  and 
the  East,  adds,  "  In  the  distribution  of 
empire  among  so  many  great  princes  at 
the  sMine  time,  I  think  I  percme  the  dis- 
pensation of  Divine  Wisdom,  providing 
that  each,  by  mutual  eRiulatifm,  and 
through  fear  of  his  rival,  m^ht  be  kept 
within  the  bounds  of  duty,  and  the  oou-' 
rage  of  one  be  restrained  by  die  bravery 
of  another,  from  running  into  licentious 
extravagance." 
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Hie  thread  of  narration  is  continued  to 
Italy, "  which  country  lay/'  says  Thuanos, 
"  as  ifwere,  the  prize  of  conquest  between 
two  most  powerful*  princes;  and  in  it^ 
as  in  a  theatre,  a  tn^edy,  of  uncertain 
event,  bad  been  acted  for  a  \6x^  time." 
The  ilepublic  of  Venice  is  described  as 
wavering,  from  motives  of  policy;  Genoa 
inclined  to  the  Emperor;  Ctemo,  Duke 
of  Tuscany,  of  the  Medicean  family, 
courted  the  Emperor's  favor  likewise,  and 
sagaciousfy  used  it  to  advance  his  rising 
fortunes;  while  the  ancient  uid  illustrious 
house  o£  Este  declined  in  dignity '  Mid 
power.  The  separate  petty  states  were 
«nplbyed  in  a  constant  stru^le,  either 
against  eaxih  other,  or  against  some  fbiidga 
power,  to  maintain  a  ^ble  and  pre(^ii- 
ous  independence.  '  ] 

Switser land  was  occupied  with  ikH* 
glous  contentions;  -for  many  of  the  can* 
l»ns,   <ju£fly   throiigh   the  influence 'jof 

• !'    ■   ■      'j'>. 
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Zuin^iiis,  had  embraced  the  doctiincs  of 
die  R^ormers. 

In  Gennany>  theee  doctrines  had  nude 
40  great  a  progress  in  the  course  of  thirty 
yean^  which  had  elapsed  fince  they  were 
first  Inculcated  by  Martin  Luther,  tfiat 
ne»^y  half  the  etDpire  had  revolted  from 
the  Fapal  authwity.  The  Protestant 
princes  and  nobles  b^an  to  assume  a 
hi^  tone  in  demanding  the  ^ree  exercise 
of  rdigion;  and  the  Emperor  became  jea- 
iotts  of  their  growing  ptfvrer,  and  alann<- 
«d,  lest  not  only  the  e^oblished  diurdi, 
bM  his  own  (^gnhy  also,  diould  aink  into 
Airep«te  betbre  it  He  long  di5semble4 
his  hostile  lUtentioBs;  but  having  con- 
jduded  the  treaty  pf  Crespy  with  the  K.ing 
cf  France,  and  being  joined  by  the  Popt; 
Paul  the  Third,  he  now  prqpared  to  sdb- 
4hic .  the  Protestants  in  his  doinioiona  by 
jfbxoecf  aims;  and  the  ottentiim  of  aU 
l^ci^  was  directed  t»  the  process  «f 
'^BC  4jefiiiaii  war. 

At  this  cofl^mJture,  -Ae  reguhir  histoiy 
of  Thuanus  opens;  and  he  finishes  his 
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introdvctoiy  book  in  these  tonus :  "  t 
ehidl  now.  proceed  to  give  ft  more  oa^iotiB 
add  accurate  relation  of  eveats,  in  an  no* 
vamisfaed  style,  and,  as  I  profissed  in  the 
b^inning,  witkout  &vor  or  pccjudice;  and 
with  int^  whale  heart  and  repeated  pray- 
ers,  I  iBtreat  the  Bestower  of  all  graces  t* 
enable. me  to  eaccnte  this  determuaitjon.** 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  foUow  the 
author  in  detail.  The  most  ^rDung  and 
important  port  of  his  work  is  allowvd  to 
be  that  whix^  rdotes  to  his  own  country  z 
and  to  this  I  sbaU  piiocipaUy  confine  my* 
»if,  wh&  I  ondeaToin:  to  give  the  reader 
eoaae  idea  c^  the  maoner,  in,  which  Ihu* 
anas  treats  las'  st^ject 

The  mpld  and  compete  succ^s  of  the 
Empcnor's  cnberpdaas  against  the  Fn^est- 
aiDt)  in<jeraany«  alirraed  tix  noighbooriag 
^owen.  The  fiape  began  to  penetrate  hit 
aoabitions  desigas,  and  to  ikcad  his  pre* 
dominating  infiuence.  He  therefore  recall* 
«d  his  forces,  and  withdrew  a  council,  as' 
sgmfaltd  toT^ulate  the  affiurs  of  religiAn; 
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tion  <^hi6  (^haxacter,  IWncis  I.  is  deBcribttd 
byThuanutasa  bi^-cpirited,  aecomplisbAd 
i^ce,  who,  among,  other  virtues,  justly 
deserved  the  title  of  "  Father  of  Learn- 
ing;" whidiour  historita  4BBnis  a  i&r  4h' 
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perior  glory  to  that  contended  fbr,  by  other 
Kings,  his  contemporaries^  in  conquest, 
and  extent  of  doniinioni 

He  was  succeeded  on  the  throne  by  his 
son,  Henry  II.  who  had  attained  his  thirty- 
first  year,  and  had  occasionally  com- 
manded the  French  forces  engaged  against 
the  Kmperor,  with  no  common  reputa- 
tion ;  but  his  abiUties  were  not  eiiual  tO" 
those  of  his  father,  and,  either  from  mis- 
fortune or  imprudence,  his  reign  proved  a 
source  of  great  calamities  to  France. 

Fourteen  years  before  his  accession  to 
the  crown,  Henry  married  Catherine  de 
Medicia,  a  niece  of  Pope  Clement  VII. 
and  had  by  her  a  numerous  issue;  but  his 
affections-  were  'fixed  with  a  degree  of 
fatuity  on  Diana  de  Poictiers,  whom  he 
created  Duchess  de  Valentinois,  and  who 
ruled  his  mind  with  uncontrolled  inriu- 
ence.  The  populace,  at  a  loss  toac  omit 
for  this  devotion  of  their  King  tort  \>  ,.t.i;ni 
quite  in  the  decline  of  hfe,  rscn;  f  '.  ir.  Lu 
the  supernatural  e^cts  of  magic  ait 
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Henrf  prosecuted  bis  Other's  i«heincs 
of  checking  the  ambitious  designs  and 
growing  power  qC  the  Erapenw.  But 
Cbaries  found  a  much  more  formidable 
opposition  ia  the  arms  of  his.  own  Germao 
subjects,  as  w^  Papists  as  Fiotestants. 
For  when  it  was  perceived  thathe  was  aim« 
ing  to  oppress  their  liberties,  to  make  the 
crown  havditar^  in  his  familyiand  toraise 
thefabiic  of  his  own  aggrandizement  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  Grermanicctmstittttion;  the 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  with  the  artful  and 
intrepid  Maurice  of  Saxony  at  their  head, 
took  measures  for  resisting  this  phmt^  ag- 
gression. So  vigorous  and  steadj  wu 
their  con&deiacy,  and  the  hostility  of  ths 
nation  so  decided,  that,  tbot^h .  the  'Em' 
peroff  finally  succeeded  in  dissipating  the 
fimx  of  his  opponentSj  yet  he  dared 
not  afterwards'  revert  to  hi*  fornix  pro- 
jects, but  was  obl^od  to  abandon  alto- 
gether his  favourite  dreun  of  ^^aodewr. 

The  Kii^  of  France,  as  has  Iteon  said, 
entered  the  tists  ynJUh  the  £mpcira^  a94, 
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todeavoured  to  wrest  some  posaeGsions 
frmn  htm  in  the  Netherlands  and  in  Italy  ; . 
he  also  employed  himself,  not  without 
some  imputation  of  cruelty,  according  to 
our  historian,  in  suppressing  the  Protestant 
religion,  whtchbegan  tomakeconsiderable 
progress  in  his  dominions :  but  be  neg- 
lected to  restrain  a  domestic  power,  which 
was,  in  reality,  much  more  to  be  dreaded. 
On  the  contrary,  he  nourished  and  fos» 
tered  it,  to  the  subrersion  of  his  own  royal 
bouse.  I  allude  to  the  influence  which 
the  family  of  Guise  acqwred  during  this 
mgn,  the  fatal  ejects  of  which  Francis  I. 
feresaw  and  feared,  and,  upon  his  death 
bed,  exhorted  his  son,  by  timely  caution, 
tftpreyent;  buthisadmonition  wasin  vain. 
It  had  been  the  policy  of  the  Sovereigns 
of  the  House  of  Valois,  Lewis  Xf.,  XII., 
and  their  successors,  to  depress  the  Bour-  , 
bons,  who  were  next  heirs  to  the  crown, 
being  descended  from  a  junior  branch  of 
the  &mily  of  St.  Louis.  The  Way  was 
thus  t^  tioobstnicted  for  the  elevation  of 
X2 
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two  ancient  families,  those  of  Guise  and 
Montmorenci,   who    both    rose    to  dis-  . 
tinction  in  the  reign  of  Francis  I. 

Anne  de  Montmorenci  traced  his  pedi- 
gree to  one  of  the  Barons,  who  were  com- 
panions of  Pharamond.  He  was  invested 
with  the  high  dignity  of  Constable  of 
France,  and  obtained  great  consideration 
and  authority  by  a  character  for  prudence, 
moderation,  and  political  ability, 

Francis,  Duke  of  Guise,  of  still  nobler 
birth  and  larger  possessions  than  the  Con- 
stable, gained  the  favor  of  the  King  and 
the  nation,  by  popular  manners  and  the 
brilliance  of  his  military  virtues.  He  de- 
scended from  a  younger  branch  of  the 
Sovereign  and  independent  Princes  of 
Lorraine,  and  was  son  to  Claude,  who 
came  jnto  France  in  the  reign  of  Fran- 
cis I.  to  take  possession  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Guise,  and  distinguished  himself  at  the 
battle  of  Marignan. 

Montmorenci  £(cted  with  unpopular  and 
injudicious  severity  in  quelling  a  tumult  in 
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Guienne,  in  the  early  part  of  Henry's 
reign.  At  the  same  time  Guise  gained 
upon  the  afiections  of  the  people  by  his 
spirited  and  hazardous  defence  of  the  city 
of  Metz,  when  it  was  besieged  by  the  Em- 
peror. He  threw  himself  into  the  place, 
with  the  flower  of  the  French  nobility 
under  hK '  command,  and  shared'  every 
toil  and  peril.  The  Emperor  had  effected 
a  breach  in  the  walls,  and  made  prepara- 
tions for  a  last  assault.  When  Guise  ar- 
ranged his  companions  in  order  of  baffle, 
and  addressed  them,  according  tti  *  Thu-' 
antis,  in  an  eloquent  harrangue  -to  thto' 
following  effect :—  .. :  i  ;     r 

"  If  his  M^'esty,  the  King  of-  France,, 
had  not  considered  this  city  of  gi^t  im- 
portance to  his  affairs,  and  did  not  place- 
tbe  utmost  confidence  in  your  ■  valor,  my 
lords  and  fellow-soldiers,  he  would  not 
have  tharged  you  with  the  defence  of  it 
against  so  powerful  an  enemy.     Neither 

*  See  History,  lib.  xi. 
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can  70a  think  in«  so  void  of  QndentaiKt<- 
ing,  that  I  would  expose  so  vaoy  princes 
of  thq  blood,  aod  other  warnops  ennobled 
by  their  birth  and  coaragCj  to  manifest 
hazard,  and  even  inevitable  destfttctiony 
by  suffering  them  tp  shut  themselyef^  up 
with  me  in  these  waUst  if  J  wcfe  n<A 
confident  th£t  they  are  radled  ^^tt^  by 
Providence  to  reap  immortal  honox,,  an(( 
to  brand  the  enemy  with  eternal  4ts« 
grace. 

*'  Be  aosured,  that  the  Empoffor  is  net 
excited  to  this  enterpri^  by  any  confi- 
dence in  his  own  sixength;  but>  spf/% 
with  shame  for  the  afiront  he  haii  *tiiw 
yew  rec^ved  in  Germuiy,  he  is  oome, 
urged  by  despair*  to  iiMke  the  tast  tri^  of 
his  ffutune.  llwHjghiii^atiaUe  ^mUtiwb 
and  deuTQ  <^  French  Idood  rage  without 
dimuiuljon  io  his  breast,  yet  are  wq  si^" 
dently  provided  with  strength  and  cwungci 

•  Chartei  had  been  obliged  to  fly  from  fnsprw* 
before  tbe  confederated  printea. 
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to  maintain  our  t^hteons  cause  against 
the  unjust  attempts  of  an  old  man,  impo- 
tent in  mind  and  body. 

"  IjCt  us  not  doubt  of  God's  protEctibn, 
who  defends  the  just,  and  rgoices  in  the 
name  of  Lord  o(  Hosts.  Let  us  en- 
tertain no  dreadful  apprehensions  of  tha 
enemy,  unless,  indeed,  we  set  greater 
Talue  upon  empty  titles  and  proud  afiec- 
tation  of  grandeur  than  upon  genuine  artd 
unvarnished  worthy  which  needs  no  ad-' 
Tentitious  support  For  what,  let  m4  ask, 
renders  him  so  formidable  }  Is  it  the 
battle  of  Pavia  ?  That  victory  was  gain- 
ed indeed,  under  his  banners,  but  in  his 
absence ;  he  owed  more  to  the  courage  of 
others,  and  (to  our  sorrow  be  it  said),  of 
the  French  in  particular,  who  fought 
there  against  their  countrymen,  than  to  his 
own.  The  advantage  which  he  reaped 
from  the  calamity  of  others,  may  be  as- 
cribed to  fortune,  which  is  changeable, 
rather  than  to  the  fixed  and  indexible 
qualiiy  of  virtue :  but  we  may  now  prog- 
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nosticate  a  more  favourable  event,  when 
Frenchmen  join  unanimously  in  their 
country's  cause. 

*'  Upon  what,  then,  does  this  enemy  of 
ours  value  himself?  Upon  his  trium- 
phant return  from  the  expedition  to  Tunis  ? 
Let  him  remember  that  those  very  troops 
were  ruined  without  a  battle,  in  Provence; 
and  found,  by  dear  experience,  that  a  vic- 
tory was  not  so  easily  obtained  over  the 
French  gentry,  as  over  the  Moors- 
,  "  Does  he  boast  of  tqwns  taken  in  Ju-r 
liers,  and  of  the  prostrate  submission  of 
the  Duke  of  Cleves  himself  at  his  feet  i 
Yet  this  precipitate  career  of  victories  was 
checked  by  the  little  town  of  Jjandrecy, 
held  by  our  men. 

*'  But  let  us  allow  him  to  exult  in  the 
pride  of  his  family ;  let  him  relate  his  ad- 
vantage over  the  Turks,  whom  he  has 
twice  driven  from  the  frontiers;  since  he 
has  been  oftener  repulsed  himself  from 
our  frontier,  with  exceeding  loss  and  dis-» 
grace. 
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:  "Let  him  boast  of  the  Duke  of  Saxony's 
being  conquered  and  taken  prisoner  by 
him  at  the  Elb;e;  but  let  him  not  forget' 
the  blow  we  gave  him,  a  Ijttte  before  at 
Carignant  He  has  taken,  indeed,  Stenay, 
in  Lorraine ;  but  has  had  cause  sufficient 
^o  repent  of  this  charge  andtreuble,  since 
we  so  easily  recovered  it.  -  But  what  do  I 
say?  "We  have  this  year  taken  M<mt- 
ipedy,  Yvoy,  Danvilliers,  Rochemars, 
Buillon,  and  many  other  places,  and  re- 
tain them  still  before  his  face. 

"This  is  the  man;  therefore,  \vhose 
forces  we  exhausted  in  Provence,  brqk*  at 
Landrecy,  defeated  at  the  siege  o(f  Carignan., 
Yet  at  that  time,  his  circumstances,  were 
flourirfiing  ;  the  Italians,  Spaniards>  Ger- 
mans, and  English,  were  united,  to  him,, 
and  the  state  of  his  health  was,  prosperous* 
Now  the  English  are  his  enemies,  the  Ger- 
mans disaffected,  the  Italians  fluctuating 
with  factions ;  and  lastly^  the  Spaniards, 
themselves  are  generally  mutinous.  What 
great  efforts  can  we  suppose  him  likely  to 
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make,  rince  his  ignominioaft  ffi^it  firOm 
Insprudt,  now  his  health  Is  broken  ami 
bis  fiiends  are  at  vuiande>  agauiEA  a  vie- 
torioQS  King,  who  is  in  the  flower  of  his 
a^,  has  always  been  a  favourite  of  fpt' 
tune,  and  is  surrounded  with  an  una* 
nimous  nobility,  such  as  I  see  bdere  me, 
and  so  many  powerful  armies  ? 

*■  Come  on,  therefore,  nobk  lords  and 
fella w-9oldiers;  flssme  yourselves  that  (he 
cause  and  fortune  of  France  depend  on 
this  event :  unsheath  yoUr  swords  for  your 
altars  and  your  &milies,  and  advance 
vrith  intrepidity  against  the  enemy.  Be 
Confident  ^t  ye  will  receive  from  God 
3n  eternal  recompense  of  happiness  fbr  the 
gdod  servioe  yielded  unto  you*  countiy, 
titles  and  honors  fVom  a  most  munificent 
soverdgn,  and  from  posterity  an  eternal 
and  unfading  meed  of  glory." 

This  is  one  of  the  most  spirited  passages 
in  Tbuanus,  wiio  always  speaks  with  ani- 
mation of  his  country.    ^Notwithstanding 
the  fideUty  with  which  he  relates  ev«its, 
2 
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it  U  easjr  in  mauy  parts  to  peioeiTe  a.  de- 
gree of  nationality,  which  requires,  pa> 
haps*  some  iodulgcnce. 

This  harangue  is  not  unworthy  of  beix^ 
compared  with  the  orations  which  plassi- 
cal  authws  of  antiquity  put  into  the 
mouths  of  their  great  characters.  "  It 
^ras  delivered,"  says  our  histcHian»  "  widi 
istnly  eloquence,  and  had  great  e&ct :" 
and  the  Emperor  was  in  feet  obliged  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Metz. 

It  is  obsenrable  ttkat  Thuanus.  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  fiic^  of  any  pUee,  particu- 
larly mentions  the  numher  of  caimoa- 
^OC.  fired  against  the  walls.  Thus  the 
tpwa  of  MetZj  he  says»  nastained  four- 
Oeen  thousand  cUscharges  of  eann<Mv 
**  ictus  tormentoruQi  dispIo«oa."  By  the 
laws  of  war  at  the  time,  a  garrison  whidi 
su^erod  the  cannon  to  play*  when  the 
walls  would  not  sustain  the  discharge,  was 
put  to  *  death.     The  institutitms  of  chi- 

•  The  Marquis  de  Marignan  put  ibis  law  in  execu- 
tion, after  buieging  a  Mtiall  town  in  tb«  Sien«u,  See 

Tbuaaus,  lib.  14. 
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valry  were  not  yet  extinct:  at  the  s'le^ 
of  Metz  a  Spanish  cavalier  sent  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  garrison,  which  was  accepted, 
and  the  two  oppdnenta  encountered  each 
other  four  times  with  lances, 

A  succession  of  wars,  and  an  ardour 
for  military  glory,  produced  in  this  age 
many  examples  '  of  heroie  resolution, 
which  are  pTolJably  not  surpaia«d  in  the 
annals  of  the  worid.  Eininent  instances 
of  this  determined  fortitude  are  to  be 
found  in  theatjcduht'of  theseigesof  M^- 
deboui^,  Metz,  arid  off  Sienitei^  At  this 
latter 'place*  the  citizeits>  contending  for 
their  Uberties,  under  the  contttidfid  of  the 
intrepid  Frenchman,  Monluc,  sustained  a 
aiege  of  ten  months  from  the  frnperial 
forces.  They  'weit  reduced  to  all  the 
horrors  of  femine,  and  even  water  failed ; 
they  disinissed  their  auxiliaries,  and  were 
driven  to  the  painful  necessity  of  excluding 
from  the  walls  more  than  four  thousand 
infirm  inhabitants  of  both  sexes,  who  were 
thus  exposed  to  the  insults  of  the  enemy. 
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•*  A  miserable  spectacle,"  says  ^  Thuanus; 
"  and  ao  act  bordering  upon  ihhumanify,  tf 
it  were  not  made  excusable  by  the  iexi-t 
gencie;  pf  affaii^;  and  tbe  liberty'  of  the 
state,  tojwbicli  all  tilings  oiight  to  yield." 
The  gafrisoij  obtained  at  last  hbnorable 
conditions,  artd  if  fanle  berany  recompense 
for  noble  actions  the  efforts  of  the  brave 
Sienese  were  pot  without  success. 

The  capitulation  of  Sienna,  was  not  the 
only  unprosperous  eventj  which  befel  the 
French  arjnsjn  Italy.  An  army  sent  by 
King  Henry  to  the  relief  of  tbe  town,  was 
totally  routed  with  a  terrible  slaughter  at 
Marciano,  by  the  Imperialists,  under  the 
command  of  the  Marquis  of ,  JVfarignan.  "• 

With  a  view  of  repairing  these  disasters, 
the  Duke  of  Guise  was  sent  to  take  the 
command  in  Italy  ;  and. the  King  entered 
into  an  unfortunate  connection  with  Pope 
Paul  f  IV.  and  his  anibilious  relatSons  the 

*  Lib.  IS. 

t  TbiJ>i:iH3  p-Jrticukrly  c^nd'-mt.s  ;'hs  Pore  for 
bU  seveiity  iu  t!ie  citablishine:;:  of  ili*.-  fiiquisitioii. 


:.bv  Google 


n<  ON  THE  tflSTOAY 

Cuafiis,  wbo  h<^ed  to  a^nmdize  their 
fiunil/with  the  tfoHa  of  &e Imperial  pos- 
■esuons  in  ftaty . 

At  their  instigatum,  Henry  tuddml/ 
broke  a  tmce  be  bad  formed  with  Spain, 
at  the  time  the  Emperor  rengned  his 
crown  to  bis  son  Philip,  in  the  y^r  1556. 
But  this  breach  of  faith  was  sererety  po- 
nished  by  the  de^t,  the  French,  tmder 
Montmorenci,  recdved  soon  after  at  St. 
Quintin  ;  which  was  so  complete,  that  no- 
thing but  his  own  w^nt  of  enterprize, 
prevented  Philip  from  prosecuting  his  ad- 
vantage, and  taking  Paris  itself. 

Ontheatst  of  September,  iSSe,  died 
Charles  V.  at  the  retreat  in  Spain,  in 
which,  with  pecunu*  eccentricityof  dispo- 
ntion,  be  had  secluded  himsdf  after  abdi- 
cating the  dirone.  His  diaracter  is  drawn 
by  our  Historian  (in  his  twenty-fitst  book) 
in  the  most  favoural:4e  terms,  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  resolute  zeal  he  displayed 
in  promoting  general  councils  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  religi«ms  ^irs,  usdthe 
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jMsty  he  shewed  at  the  cloac  of  life.  He 
expatiates  «ri  the  gloiy  and  good  fortune 
that  attended  his  long  reign,  but  acknow- 
le^es  that  in  puticular  instancea  his  con- 
dnct  was  too  cautious  and  subtle.  The 
Emperor  left,  besides  his  legitiioate  off- 
sjpnngf  two  naturai  children  ;-  but  be 
never  brought  them  or  their  mothers  for- 
ward into  public  notice.  In  relating  this 
circumstance,  our  good  Author,  with  bis 
usual  attention  to  propria  of  conduct. 
vcmaAs,  that "  It  afibrds  a  salutary  ex- 
ample to  Priaees,  whose  lives  have  so 
madi  induenee  on.  the  manners  of  their 
snbjects;  and  an  admonition  tiiat,  if  they 
4o  oflend,  it  should  at  least  be  in- 
secvet." 

The  Fr^icfa  nistained  another  defeat, 
near  Gntvdihes>  almost  as  decisive  as  that 
of  St  Quintin;  and  these  repeated  mis-!^ 
fortunes  checked  the  martial  ardor  of 
Heniy,  and  made  him  incline  to  peace. 
A  f^^tjr  was  agcordingly  condudod  at 
Chateau,    in    Cambresis.    between    the 
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French  and  Spaniards,  in  FA.  iSSrQ;  and 
so  general  was  the  spirit  of  pacification^ 
that  "  an  agreement  seeaied  to  be  're^. 
established,"  says  *  Thuamwi  f'^unft^gst 
all  the  princes  and  ajtatea  pf  the  Christiaa 
world.  But,"  he  adds,  "  throiigU  the  per- 
verse Judgment  of  the  tiro  Kiqg^  (Henr^p 
and  Philip),  and  the  pernicious  adyicQ  «f 
then:  ministers,  the  iuue  of  it  was  det^t-^ 
mental  to  France  and  the  Netherlands,  'm 
consequence  of  the  lise;  of<copifl3|<rt:iDns.  faij. 
worse  than  a  foreign Tvaf.  "For  from  thai^- 
the  time  clandestine  prDJeGts.of.theOaFdinid. 
of  f  Lorraine  and  tbeBishpp^of  JArnWi: 
for  the  detection  and  capital:  piu4sbm«ot  e| 
sectaries  (sectariis),  were  renevyied':  .upo^ 
which  occasion  secret ,$chtni?s  wew.laid 
on. both  ^des, -wbi^It,,  in.  FmMwej  :whder 
colpr.of  religion^  tUilough.  the  iweajtpess: 
or.  negligence  of  go^fvivnent  dttring.  the: 
minoiity.  of  our  lyings,  ba7Ji^)>ed&  dis-, 

_. -^.,;    .i:.\.:u.   ....:' — __: — " 

•  Lib.M.     '  t  Brother  to  ihe'I>u{et>fCu«c. -■ 
.,     t;  Gf^dle,  Pbilip.'sMiniafr. -...- 
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tseihlbled  and  palliated  for  a  long  time> 
broke  out  at  last  in  open  rebellion  against 
the  royal  majesty/' 

After  the  peace  of  ChatfcaU  Cambfesisj 
tfie  Pope,  Paiil  IV.  the  great  promoter  of 
the  Inquisition,  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
the  King  of  IVance^  seem  to  have  direct- 
ed all  their  thoughts  to  the  extiipation  of 
the  reformAft.  Henry,  in  particular,  in-- 
stituted  the  most  violent*  proceedings 
against  them,  bang  instigated  by  the 
Duchess  of  Valentinois  on  one  hand,  whd 
grasped  at  the  spoils  of  their,  confiscated 
property ;  and  on  the  other  by  the 
Guises>  who  courted  popularity  in  a  dis'- 
play  of  zeal  for  the  Church  of  Rome>. 

Finding  ^  Parliament  not  disposed  to 
be  subservient  to  his  views  on  this  subject> 
the  King  adopted  the  arbitrary  measure 
of  entering  the  coundl-chataiber  in  the 
midstof  their  deliberations,  attended  bythe 
princes  of  the  blood,  in  order  to  intimidate 
the  members,  and  to  overawe  their  votes. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  royal  presence. 
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many,  and  amongst  them  Chn$topher  de 
Thou,  father  of  our  Historian,  >irere  pot 
deterred  from  speaking  the  dictate^  .of 
their  conscience  in  favor  of  ^oler^tipn. 
Some  were  bold  enough  to  inydgh  against 
the  corruptions  of  the  Qhurdi  of  Rome, 
and  to  recommend  the  institution  pf  an 
(Ecumenical  Council ;  aiid  one  member 
■went  so  &r  afi  to  majte  an  fusion  to  the 
retort  which  Elijah  mode  to  this  question 
of  King  Ahab,  "  Who  art  thoji  Uiat 
troublest  Israel  f " 

The  King  shewed  his  displeasure  by 
jmprispning  those  who  .were  most  .violent 
in  opposition ;  and  Thuanus  condemns,  in 
strong  terms,  his  conduct  "In  thus  coming 
into  the  Parliament  to  subvert  his  own 
laws ;  and  by  4  too  great  ea$mess^  of 
temper,  rendering  himsdf  disgracefully 
subsnriieat  to  the  unlawful  schemes  of 
his  presumptuous  'advisers."  He  pro- 
ceeds to  say,  "  that  while  a  miseraUe 
.class(tf  men  were  every  whejce  hurried  to 
judgm^int  and  exfcution,   on  account  of 
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»el%ioh,  aind  thar  friends  were  constrained 
through  fear,  to  keep  a  melancholy  si- 
lence ;  the  state  of  the  kingdom  formed  a 
dt«adful  contrast  to "  the  gaiety  of  the 
court.  There  nothing  but  the  sound  of 
joy  was  heard,  While  preparations  were 
making  !br  the  aj^roaching  nuptials  of 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  with  the  Princess 
Margaret,  the  King's  sister;  which  had 
been  arranged  in  an  article  of  the  Ute 
treaty." 

This  scene  of  festivity  was  suddenly 
overclouded  hy  a  temWe  accident.  The 
Ring  had  instituted  a  tournament,  of 
whirfi  exercise  he  was  very  fond,  and 
jousted  himsdf  with  the  count  of  Mont* 
gomefy,  who  was  esteemed  the  most 
powerful  knight  in  France.  Th»  lances 
of  the  two  comhatants  brake,  and  Mont- 
gomery being  carried  ■  forward  4)y  the 
impetuosity  of  his  horse,  the  stock  of  his 
weapon  entered  the  Tixor  of  the  King's 
helmet,  pierced  his  right  eye,  and  injured 
the  brain.      The   unfortunate    monarch 

Y2 


:.bv  Google 


•i-i*  OS  THE  HISTORY 

reeled  fiom  his  horse,  and  surrived  net 
many  days. 

Our  Historian  sums  up  his  character  in 
the  following  impartial  terms  :* — "  Some 
persons  think  that  Henry's  reign  cannot 
be  too  much  extolled.  They  denominated 
him  a  warlike  and  high-spirited  King, 
who,  from  the  time  of  his  accession  to 
the  throne,  was  engs^ed  in  various  enter- 
prises, generally  with  success.  They 
mention,  to  his  honor,  his  extention  of 
the  dominion  of  France  by  the  conquest 
of  the  greater  part  of  Italy,  and  the  re- 
duction of  the  power  of  Scotland  and 
Corsica.  They  say,  that  he  forced  the 
Emperor  Charles  to  fly  at  the  battle 
oi  Renty,  and  compelled  him,  through 
chagrin,  to  retire  to  a  private  life ; 
that  afterwards,  from  an  extra(»'dinarj 
sense  of  piety  towards  the  Church  of 
Rome,  he  renewed  the  war,  in  order  to 
succour  Pope  Paul  IV.  and  met  the  nu- 
merous   forces  of  Spain   and  England, 

»  Lib.  82. 
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united  to  invade  his  realm.  They  add> 
that  he  had  concluded  a  peace,  if  not  upon 
&vonrafoIe  terms,  yet  advantageous  to  the 
kingdom  and  the  people  ;  and  had  farther 
provided  for  the  national  tranquillity,  by 
arranging  an  intermarriage  between  his 
&mily  and  that  of  his  adversary.  Lastly, 
it  is  said  that,  like  a  brave,  generous,  and 
accomplished  prince,  he  had  died  in  arms, 
to  the  incredible  grief  of  bis  subjects. 

•*  An  opposite  party  affirmed  that  the 
King  had  tarnished  the  glory  of  his  first 
exploits  by  a  disgraceful  and  faithless 
violation  of  the  truce;  although  the  &ult 
was  not  so  much  his  own,  but  attached 
moretP  the  instigators  of  this  unfortunate 
■war.  They  added,  that,  in  this  expedi- 
tion, the  wealth  of  the  kingdom  was  idly 
lavished,  and  its  principal  strength  impair- 
ed, and  that  it  had  occasioned  defeats  too 
foul  to  be  named  or  remembered :  thai 
the  King  and  nobles  of  France  had  been 
dupes  to  the  pride  and  treachery  of  the 
Caraffas,  and  the  name  of  the  French 
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almost  obliterated  in  Italy-;  tbjKt  soineicnr 
trooiu,  rescued  from  slaughter,  andneai^ 
destroyed  by  ^unin^  had  been  mailed 
home  to  defend  tbe  state  in  its.  esgeiur^ : 
that  a  peace  had,  indeed,  been  made,  an4 
was  very  desiraUe,  but,  at  tbe^sajne  timcv 
it  was  att«ided  with  di^onor :  and  tbe 
nuptials  served  only  as  a  veil,  to  diatr  dis- 
grace: in  fine,  that  the  King*  who  had 
been  inured  to  s^qus  and:ti»ciga  war' 
fare,  had  fallen  at  borne  like  ajcemmon 
soldier,  amidst  pastimes  and  revels,  and 
bad  brou^t  destruction  v^>on  himsdf 
whi^t  be  designed  to  make  an.  exhibition 
of -bis  prowess^ 

"  Neithea- wCTC  hia.domeatica^rB  con- 
cealed; that  a  harlot-had  been  introduced 
over  his  consort's  head,  that  she  ^cinated 
tbe  king's. mind  by  ber.  sorcetiea  (vena* 
ficiis),  and,  having  taken  possesuon  o^  the 
palace,  bore  the  chief  sway  wlnle  he 
Uved:  and  Hence  arose  ptodigalHy 
and  luxury,  and  insatiable  covetousness 
'  among  the  courtiers. 
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**  Atnong  the  testimonies  of  a  cor- 
rupt ag€f/  the  French  poets,  with  whose 
productibrts  Henry's  court  swarmed, 
were  nbt  th^  least :  abusing  their  talents, 
they  made  court,  by  vile  flatteries,  to  an 
ambitious  womdn  ;  in  the  niean  time,  de- 
baiidffing'the  minds  of  youth 'by  their  im- 
purttieSi  ^mmg  the  rhen  froni  the  pur- 
suit of  real '  knOSfrledge,  and  banishing 
sbame  ^d  virgin  modesty  from  the  fe- 
male st^, 

'*  Cpori  thfe  whole,  therefore,  we  may 
say,  Withorit  j/arfiality  or  prejudice,  that 
Henry  Was  a'wartike  prince;  and,  from 
this  disposition,  he  rgected  the  pacific 
counsels  which  Montmorertci  continually 
insinuated,  and'  while  fortune  favored 
hirti,  embraced  all  opportunities  of  war:  in 
Ofthtt"  refepects  ihild  and  easy,  and  yielding 
to  the  influence'  <Jf  thtise  about  his  person, 
people  who  looted  into  futurity,  consi- 
dered his  death  as  a' public  misfortune; 
for,  as  his  sons  were  left  almost  infiints 
«nder  the  care  of  a  mother  fond  of  sway, 
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and  the  court  Wii3  (Uvided  into  £u:ti(m9, 
they  conjectured  that  the  peace  woidd  not 
be  permanent ;  a^d  that  domeatic  storms; 
it  II' 't  maturely  prevented,  wc»ul4  soon 
fallow  the  late  fordgq  wv- 

"  Now,"  continues  pur  Histoiiu> 
*'  omitting  to  relate  thees^ceUcot  sayings 
and  actijns  of  our  ^ce^tors  in  peace  ^aod 
■v,'nT,  i  pass  Qn  tQ  a  scene  of  domestic 
mitiei'ies,  and,  ia^^^,  of  our  owi^  vices, 
which  have,  for  forty  years,  harassed.and 
•ffiicted  this  once  flourishio^  kingdom. 
L  .'.  first,  I  must  ptremisci  thjtt^  without 
1  .uligi  :ty  or  favor,  I  draw  the  foUowing 
H'luLiuufrom  facts^and  from  such  publicai 
tionb,  as  were  written  indeed,  very  pvdjt- 
whilst  the  contention  ;^ras  fresh, but  which 
J  afterwards  measw^e^  by  the  standard  ,of 
the  best  living  authofjtiea.  I  entreat  pardon, 
hi  the  me^n  time,  foruny  occasitjuial  cen- . 
sures  of  the  ambition,  araxice,  perfdy, 
frauds,  and  pernicious  counsels  against  the 
state,  of  certain  p^^ons.  For  this  is  the 
rule,  wbiph,  with  temper,  and  apart  fr«TO 
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fjetfflctiant  most  be  observed  by  the  faith- 
fiil.historian,  ;Pot  my  own  part,  I  hope 
iHie  diatonce  of  time  will  vindicate  me  from 
^e.chacgeof  mahoe;  an4  the  commo- 
tions and  various  calafhitira,  which  have 
slnce^  t^ten  place,  will  fully  enable  pos> 
tei^ty  to .  j«^e»  whether  or  tiot  I  stand 
chai^geablewith  f^sehood." 

Henry  11.  left  four  sons,  three  of 
\yhom  successively  filled  the  throne  of 
France,  Fancis  XI.  Qiarles  IX.  and 
Henry  111,  during  a  period  of  the  greatest 
uationaltumnkand  calamity.  The  twenty- 
third  book  of  Thuanus  opens  with  an 
animated  description  of  the  state  of  the 
kuigdom  at  theocoessicm  of  Francis,  who 
was  then  only  sixteen  years  of!  age,  and 
weak  and  imbecile  both  in  mind  and 
body.  He  had  married  Mary>  the  Queen 
of  Scotland,  afterwards  so  celebrated,  who 
was  one  year  older  dian  hlmselT;  she  was 
niece  to  the  Duke  of  Guise  and  the  Car-  - 
■  dinal  of  Jyorraine,  and  thus  the  influence 
<if  these  prince^  was  much  augmented. ; 
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Besetting  the  Duchess  of  Valeritihbis,  who' 
Wfts  now  banished  from  couit,  and  de- 
prived of  her  proprt^,  they  ingratiated 
themselveft  with  the  Qoeen  Dowager,  Ca- 
therine of  Medkss,  Mid  stixwe  to  deptC^ 
dieir  rivals  in  power,  the  party  of  Mbnt- 
rticvenci  and  the-  ^oarbon  princess ;  and' 
to  place  creatures  of  their  own  in  offices' 
of'  trust* 

"  The  CariUnal,"  says  Thuanus,  "  was 
imiftoderately  insolent  and  haughty;  and,' 
ftom  his  subtle  contrivance,  generidly^ 
I«oceededthose  schemes,  which  liis  too-' 
ther,  the  Duke  ofCuise,  a  man<if  greater' 
cotn-^;e,  and  more  nOble  sentimlents,  car- 
ried into  execution.  Between  them,  they 
governed  IVance :  for  the  nobility,  which' 
in  tuiftidtuous  times  use  ^to  have  great  in- 
fluence, vpiere now  wearied  with  a  sue-. 
XKSsion  of  wars,  and  desirous  of  domestic 
ease;  o^rly  retired  fromthebustfe'of poli- 
tics to  their  private  seats.  The'  body  of 
the  people,  groaning-  under  the  weight  of 
taxes,  provided  thfiy  were  relieved  from 
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thisburcten,  were  Htde  soUottms- in  whose 
hadsetie  administration  rested.  There 
still  remained  the  6lergy>  an  honorable' 
andopulent  classofmen,  and 'Who  had  the 
chief  infltience  in  the  Parliament;  which' 
assembly,  nett  to  the  Kii^'sPrity  Goun" 
cil,  has  the  great«t authority-  in  the,reahn. 
These  the  house  of  GuFseindnstriDusfy 
courted' by  a  pretence  of  defending  the' 
antient  religion,  and  an  ostentation  of. 
violent  hatred  against'  the  Sectaries. 
Miny  -vrere  intimidated  ;  -  and  remember- 
ing the  violent  proceedings  of'  the  late 
King,  kept  silence  iu  Parliament;  ftom  fear 
of.  giving  ofJence:" 

StUl  farther  to  strengthen  their  power; 
the  Lordsof  Lorraine  persuaded  Catherine' 
to  have  recoursato  a  measure,  which  our' 
.anthor  justly  calls,. "disgraceful  and  in- 
sidious;" vir.  theimploringsoccourfrom' 
K*ilip  11.  of  Spain  against',  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Regency.  By  the  interposi- 
tion of  Philip,  they  hoped  to  overawe  the 
Princes   of  Boiurfaon,  who,  by  right  of 
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blood*  had  the  first  claim  to  the  admtms- 
tration  ofa&irs ;  and  particularly  Anthony 
de  Bourbon,  who  had  married  Joan  di 
Albret,  Queen  of  Navarre.  That  little 
country,  from  its  oMitiguity  to  Spain,  lay 
too  much  exposed  to  the  incursions  of 
its  supeiior  power,  and  had  been  wrest- 
ed from  the  lawful  possessors  by  Fodi- 
oandof  ArragoD,  andPlulip  still  retained 
great  part  of  it. 

Anthony  de  Bourbon  himself  was  of  an 
indolent,  dilatory  disposition  :  but  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  his  brother,  who  was  of 
more  active  spirit,  became  indignant  at  the 
insult  and  injustice  shewn  to  his  ^mily, 
and  took  t^  resolutioa  of  joining  the 
K^rmers,  or  •  Hugonots^  as  they  were 
terqied,  who  were  now  persecuted  with 
tbe  utmost  rigour.  Oppression  increased^ 
instead  of  diminishing  their  numbers ;  and 
aiiimated  by  the  countenance  ofthePrinCe 

■  *  The  ori^n  of  this  t^mne  does  not  seem  to  be  pr^  ■ 
ci«Iy  knoyn. .  
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of  Conde,  they  entered  into  a  conspiracy 
for  seizing  the  person  of  the  King,  and 
removing  the  Guises  from  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  called  the  conspiracy  of 
Amboi&e,  irom  the  name  of  the  Castle, 
where  the  King  resided ;  and  being  de- 
tected, the  Hugonots  were  treated  with 
additional  severity.  The  Prince  of  Cond^ 
himself  would  have  lost  his  life,  had  not 
the  death  of  the  King  intervened,  f  after 
a  reign  of  little  more  than  a  year. 


*  Two  ci re u instances  are  recorded  about  th!« 
time  hy  Thuaaus,  which  shew  the  ferocious  man- 
ners of  that  unhappy  period.  The  first  is,  that, 
when  the  Kiog  held  his  court  at  Foataioebleau,  and 
many  persons  resorted  thither  "  with  petitions  for 
debts,  rewards  and  favors,"  a  gibbet  was  erected, 
by  the  advice  of  the  Guises,  with  a  proclamaiion  to 
this  purport — "  That  all  petitioners  should  leave 
the  court  within  tweaty-four  hours,  under  penaliy- 
of  being  hanged  on  that  ^bbet,  to  case  of  disobe- 
dience." The  other  anecdote  is  of  Philip  U. 
who  was  in  danger  from  a  tempest  on  his  voyage  to 
Spain,  and  thought  the  most  acceptable  return  he 
could  make  to  Providence  for  his  deliveranee,  would 
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His  brother,  Chades  IX.  «icce6ded  to 
the  tbrone,  in  the  eleventh  year  o£  ^ 
age.  This  change  miade  little  alteration 
in  the  ttSun  -of  the  kiagdom ;  but  the 
Queen-Mother,  alanned  at  the  aBpiring 
temper  of  the  *  House  of  -Guise,  hegan  to 
^w  more  fiivor  to. the  Princes  of  Boutr- 
bon,  and  the  Frotestants,  with  the  hope 
that  the  power  of  one  party  might  fi»m  a 
check  to  ikat  of  the  other. 

MontmorencL  formed  a  separate  in^ 
terest  from  both,  and  placing  religion  out 
of  the  question,  professed  a  concern  only 
for  the  political  state  of  the  country. 

A  meeting  of  the  states  was  convoked 
at  Orleans,  a  measure  which  lliuanus 


be  the  public  esecutioa  of  all  Sectaries  through- 
out his  dominions.  In  the  prosecution  of  this 
cruel  pitfpote,  "  be  actually  beheW,"  says  our  author, 
*^  the  burning  of  tflof  bis  aobUity  at  the  atalie,  in  th« 
town  of  Valladolid." 
*  They  traced  their  pedigree  to  tbe  Carlovilngiaa 
race  of  Kings,  and  boasted  of  a  claim  to  the  throne, 
prior  to  that  of  the  d^endanis  of  Capet. 
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approTes,  as  calculated  to  promote  that 
proper  connectio|i,  aod  mutual  depen- 
dence, which  ought  to  subsist  between  a 
Sprere^n  and  his  free  people. 

In  1502,  an  edict  waaisstied,  permitting 
the  exercise  of  their  religion  to  the  Pro- 
testants.  But  the  Duke  of  Guise  entering, 
with  6is  attendants,  a  viUage  where  they 
were  assembled  at  public  worship,  a  dis- 
pute and  skirmish  arose,  and  many  of  the 
ProtesUnts  lost  their  Uves.  This  was  the 
signal  for  arms,  and  the  beginning  of 
civil  wars,  which  lasted,  with  short  inter- 
missions, for  ten  years.  During  their 
continuance,  many  thousand  lives  were 
lost,  and  the  chief  leaders  on  either  side 
fell  by  violent  deaths.  The  Duke  of  Guise 
was  assassinated:  the  King  of  Navarre, 
the  Prince  ofCond^,  and  the  Constable 
Montmoren?i,  were  killed  in  battle. 

Montmorenci  was  in  his  eightieth  year ; 
and  Thuwus  thus  •  describes  the  fatal 
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event  which  caused  his  death,  kt  tKe 
battle  of  St  Dennis,  A.  D.  1507.  In  that 
combat,  the  royal  forces  were  in  part  vie-' 
torious  over  the  Protestants,  commanded 
bj  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  tte  celebrated 
Admiral  Coligni;  but  the  General  himself, 
in  the  quarter  where  he  fought,  was  much 
pressed  by  a  furious  attack  of  the  enemy. 
"  Afterhaving  performed,"  says  our  authoi', 
"  the  duty  not  only  of  a  commander  in 
chief,  but  of  a  private  soldier,  this  illus- 
trious veteran  at  length  sustained  the 
shock  of  battle  in  his  own  person,  and  re-' 
ceived  a  wound  in  bis  face.  Robert 
Stuart,  a  Scottish  commander,  then  called 
upon  him  to  surrender;  but  Montmo- 
renci,  though  surrounded  on  all  sides, 
with  an  arm  still  vigorous,  struck  the" 
pommel  of  his  sword  agunst  his  cheek, 
with  sufficient  force  to  beat  out  three  of 
bis  teeth.  Immediately,  either  Stuart  en- 
raged with  the  anguish  of  the  -tvound, 
or  else  some  person  in  the  crowd,  aimed  a 
pistol  (scloppeti  ictum)  at  Montmorenci's 
2 
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bkck.  The  fafiU  easily  penetrated  Uiroi^h 
his  coat  of  mail,  which  will  not  resist  pis- 
tol-shot ;  and  with  a  deadly  blow,  level- 
led him  on  thegroundi"  He*  died  the 
next  day,  and  is  described  by  Thuanus  as 
a  man  of  principle;  courage,  and  ability, 
but  unfortunate,  f  Voltaire  has  almost 
literally  copi^  this  character  of  Montmo- 
renci. 

In  the.nudst  of  th^  civil  contentions, 
the  royal  authority  was  nwch  weakened. 
Catherine  de  Medicis  wished  to  rescue  it 
from  subjeetiun  to  any  party ;  and  despair- 
ing of  dFecting  her  purpose  by  open  force, 
made  choice  of  an  expi^ei^t,  which  it  is  - 
said,  was  suggested  tp,  her  mind  by  the 
writings  of  Maohiavel,  and  by  her  educa- 
tion and  intercourse  with  Italians.  She 
resolved  to  treat  the  Protestai«3  with  spe- 
cious  kindness,    and    to   destroy  them, 

*  It  was  Montmorenci,  who  said  to  his  confessor, 
"  D.o  you  think  I  have  lived  faurscore  years,  without 
learning  to  die  a  quarter  of  an  hour." 

t  See  "  Mwurs."  Vol.  4,  p.  202. 
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when  lulled  into  security.  TTw  temper 
of  the  lime's,  too  convosant  in  bloodshed, 
txintributed  to  the  execution  of  this  fero- 
cious design ;  and  the  house  of  Guise  is 
implicated  in  the  guilt  of  it.  Tliuanus 
says  that  it  was  only  in  part  revealed 
to  the  young  King :  and  that  Catherine 
hoped  that,  afterthe  ertinctionof  the  Pro- 
•  testants,  the  odhim  of  thb  sanguinary 
measuTC  might  fall  upon  the  Guises :  and 
she  might  be  enabled,  by  a  politic  interpo- 
sition, to  exterminate  at  once,  both  these 
formidable  rivals  of  the  royal  power. 

A  deceitful  peace  was  granted  to  die 
Protestants,  and  every  step  was  taken 
that  could  allay  suspicion.  A  marriage 
was  concerted  between  the  King's  sister 
and  the  younp;  King  of  Navarre,  after- 
wards *  Heniy  IV.  who  was  then  about 
nineteen  j'ears  of  age,  and  the  nominal 
head  of  the  reformed  party.    Coligni,   a 


*  Henry  was  born  in  ISM,  the  same  year  with 
Tbuamis. 
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loan  of  undaunted  resolution,  and  fertile  in 
yesources,  was  in  effiict  their  leader:  and  he, 
and  his  chief  associates^  were  invited  to 
Paris,  at  the  solemnization  of  the  nuptials. 

Tbe^  fell  too  supinely  into  the  snare; 
and  six  days  after  the  marriage  rasued  die 
massacre  of  St.  Bartholemew^  on  act 
whidi  admits  neither  of  aggravation  nor 
excuse.  On  tf>e  34th  of  August^  1672, 
befoi*  day-break,  the  King  lumaelf^  ac- 
cording to  our  author,  gare  orders  for  the 
heli  of  t^  Palace  to  be  tolled^  wliich  was 
the  expected  signal.  The  work  of  death 
immediately  b^an,  and  as  it  was  a  pre  - 
concerted  scheme,  in  the  oourse  of  a  few 
days,  so^ooo  Protestants  were  slain  in 
cold  blood,  throughout  the  kingdolnof 
France  :  but  Thuanus  adds,  "  he  believes 
the  number  to  be  somewhat  less,"  "  ali- 
quant© minorem." 

*  Oiarles  the  IXtb  surrived  but  two 


*  He  died  \a  gfeat  anguisb^  of  an  uncommon  and 
frightful  disorder.     His  blood  inued  at  jtll  bis  pores. 
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years,  and  our  Historian's  character  of  him 
is  here  subjoined.  His  reign  continued 
fourteen  vears,  and  occupies  3i  books  of 
the  histor)'  we  are  considering,  from  the 
27th  to  the  Sfith.  The  reader  who  wishes 
to  consult  it,  will  find  an  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  French  affairs,  of  the  rise  of 
the  Waldenses,  and  of  the  Peers  of  France, 
in  the  27th  book  ;  of  the  society  of  Jesuits, 
in  the  37th  book  ;  and  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew  in  the  52d  :  but  these  de- 
tached parts  of  history  are  all  too  long  to 
be  here  inserted. 

*  "  Charics  the  IXth  died  on  Whit- 
sunday, in  the  year  157-4,  aged  24  years, 
10  months  and  30  days,  and  after  having 
r«gned  13  years,  5  months,  and  25  days. 

"  He  was  born  with  a  good  disposition, 
and  endowed  with  great  virtues,  but  a  bad 
education,  and  his  mother's  indulgence,  de- 
praved the  gifts  of  nature.  He  possessed 
a  lofty  mind  equal  to  his  exalted  condi- 
tion,  a   fund  of  sagacity  and  acuteness. 


*  Thuaiius  lib.  37,  at  the  end. 
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manly  eloquence,  and  prudence  beyond 
his  years :  but  it  often  d^enerated  into 
cunning.  His  penetration  in  discerning 
the  qualities  of  other  men  was  remark- 
able :  cautious  in  dispensing  benefits,  and 
morose  in  estimating  each  person's  merit, 
he  was  accused  of  want  of  liberality  by 
the  courtiers,  who  measure  a  prince's 
worth  by  the  rule  of  their  own  Insatiable 
covetousness. 

"  It  must  be  confessed  that  he  was 
prone  to  sudden  gusts  of  passion  ;  which 
disposition  was  cherished,  by  the  constant 
and  violent  exercise  he  used  in  hunting,  and 
by  forbearance  of  sleep  :  and  though  he 
was  by  nature  a  complete  hypocrite,  he 
sometimes  broke  forth  into  absolute  fury. 
His  stature  was  of  the  largest  size,  his 
body  bent,  his  neck  stiff,  witha  stern  eyc,a 
hooked  nose,  and  of  a  pale  and  leaden 
complexion.  His  limbs  were  well  formed, 
and  his  frame' muscular.  He  was  patient 
of  labor,  and  fasted  long  ;  and  his  death 
is  thought  tb  have  been  hastened  by  abste- 
p:)ioi)sness. 
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"  He  imiulged  an  unreasonable  fondness 
for  hunting,  and  from  the  custom  of  em- 
bniing  his  hands  with  the  blood  of  beasts, 
his  temper  became  more  saTage ;  and  he 
was  transported  to  acts  of  cruelty,  In  pro- 
portion as  his  blood  became  heated  by  ex- 
ercise. After  hunting  he  did  not  rest,  but 
used  severe  exercise  at  *foot-baD,  onmmb- 
dcrate  dancing,  or  in  fabricating  armour 
at  the  forge.  He  was,  however,  on  this  ac- 
count less  prone  to  sensual  indulgencies. 

'*  He  was  temperate  in  food,  and  sleep. 
After  the  massacre  of  St  Bartholomew  his 
slumbers  used  to  be  broken  by  nightly  hor- 
rors ;  and  musicians  were  then  admit- 
ted to  his  chamber  in  order  to  compose 
his  mind, 

"  Amidst  all  his  extravagant  and  vio- 
lent amusements,  he  was  fond  of  music 
and  poetry,  and  made  verses  himself.  He 
paid  great  honor  to  poets,  particularly  to 
the  celebrated  Ronsard  ;  but  used  to  say 
that,  like  high-spirited  horses,  they  were 
to  be  fed,  and  not  pampered." 


'  AswbolB. 
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A^er  the  death  of  Charles*  Henry  III. 
bis  brother,  who  bad  been  elected  King  of 
Poland,  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  France; 
and,  hy  his  weak  and  impolitic  conduct, 
fomented  the  dissensions,  whichnow  raged 
in  the  nation  at  their  height.  The  im- 
prudence and  unpopularity  of  the  King 
encouraged  Henry  Duke  of  Guise  (son  of 
Fraucis,  who  bad  been  assassinated),  to 
prosecute  those  schemes,  which  his  fether 
and  uncle  had  planned.  He  possessed  all 
his  Other's  popular  quahties,  with  an 
ambition  more  aspiring,  and  greater  m«gy 
of  jnind. 

He  began  his  public  career,  like  all 
dem^oguesr  with  professions  of  disin- 
terested attachment  to  the  public  good; 
and  the  peculiar  temper  of  the  times  en- 
abled him  to  assume,  in  addition,  the 
mask  of  religious  zeal.  It  soon  appeared 
that  his  olgect  was  of  a  selfish  nature,  and 
that,  in  thepiu^uit  of  his  own  agrandize- 
ment,  he  disregarded  the  laws  of  his 
2 
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country,  and  the  allegiance  which  he  owed 
to  his  Kibg.* 

The  life  of  our  Author,  and  the  preface 
to  bis  history,  present  an  epitome  of  this 
unhappy  reign,  of  the  rebellion  of  Guise, 
the  formation  of  the  League,  and  the  in- 
sidious plans  which  Philip  II.  framed  for 
the  purpose  of  diminishing  the  power  of 
the  French  monarchy,  and  of  placing  it 
in  a  state  of  dependance  upon  Spzun. 

The  last  act  of  this  tragical  history  was 
the  assassination  of  the  Duke  of  Guise  ;  a 
base  and  atrocious  measure,  which  the 
King  adopted  with  a  resolution,  which 
despair  sometimes  communicates  to  weak 
minds.  It  took  place  at  Blois,  where  the 
King  held  his  court,  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, 158H.  Our  Author,  in  his  ninety- 
third  book,  relates  what  passed  on  the  oc- 
casion with  much  particularity.  Guise  had 
received  some  intimations  of  the  King's 

•  By  the  side  of  the  Princes  of  the  House  of  Lor- 
raine, it  was  said  that  the  rest  of  the  nobility  ap- 
peared like  common  personages. 
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design,  and  his  friends  exhorted  him  to  be 
cautious  of  his  safety.  The  day  before, 
at  an  entertainment,  a  note  was  folded  in 
his  napkin,  containing  expressions  to  the 
same  purport :  but,  after  having  read  if, 
he  wrote  at  the  bottom,  "  The  King  dares 
not,"  and  threw  it  beneath  the  table. 

Early  in  the  momi,ng  of  the  23d, 
Henry  assembled  some  of  his  confidential 
ministers,  and  Thuanus  ascribes  to 
him  a  speech  of  some  length,  in  which 
the  design  of  taking  the  Dukes  life  is 
opened,  and  the  measure  justified  upon 
the  plea  of  its  necessity.  A  council  had 
been  summoned,  to  which,  at  the  usual 
hour,  the  Cardinal  of  Lorraine  and  the 
Archbishop  of  Lyons  repaired.  The 
Duke  himself  arose  late  from  the  arms  of 
one  of  the  ladies  of  the  court,  and  came 
last  into  the  apartment,  where  were  his 
brother  and  the  Archbishop.  He  had 
been  accustomed  to  treat  their  apprehen- 
sions with  contempt ;  but  now,  notwith- 
standing his  efforts  to  conceal  his  feelings. 
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a  sudden  chill  came  over  him,  though  he 
was  seated  close  to  the  fire ;  and,  either 
from  fear  or  lassitude,  his  nose  bled  pro- 
fiisely.  The  attendants  brought  some 
*  confections ;  and  he  delayed  going  in  to 
the  King,  until  at  last  a  gentleman  cams 
to  desire  his  attendance.  The  Duke  im- 
mediately arose,  and,  composing  his 
countenance,  saluted  with  dignity  the 
persons  present.  He  then  went  forward 
to  the  King's  chamber,  the  door  of  which, 
as  usual,  was  immediately  bolted,  a^id 
proceeded  to  a  cabinet  on  the  left  hand. 
He  lifted  up  the  tapestry  to  enter,  and 
was  immediately  stabbed  with  several 
wounds  by  persons  who  were  placed  there 
for  the  purpose.  He  had  no  power  to 
ciy  out,  but,  turning  round,  had  only 
strength  sufficient  to  stru^le  back  upon 
bis  knees  into  the  chamber,  and  there 
died  without  a  groan.  The  King  ordered 
the  body  to  be  covered  with  a  carpet,  and 
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entered  the  diamber.  He  then  admitted 
the  otiter  Gounsellon,  and  said  to  the 
Cttrdinal  of  Vendome,  *'  Now  I  ara,  in- 
deed, a  Kit^." 

Meanwhile  the  Cardinal  of  LorraiDe 
and  the  Archbishop  of  Lyons  had  started 
from  th^r  seats,  on  hearing  the  tumult. 
Immediatelj  suspecting  the  cause  of  it, 
^  they  ran  each  in  diderent  directions  ;  the 
Cardinal  to  make  his  escape,  but  the  Arch-  . 
buhop  towards  an  opposite  door,  with 
the  design  of  assisting  the  Duke.  They 
were  both  taken  into  custody  by  the 
guards  attending,  and  conveyed  to  aa 
upper  room,  where  they  remained  in  con- 
finement that  day  and  the  ensuing  night. 
The  Cardinal  uttered  some  violent  and 
threatemng  expressions;  and  the  King, 
fearing  his  vindictive  temper,  bad  him 
privately  put  to  death. 

Our  Historian  fails  not  to  express  lus 
detestation  of  these  complicated  acts  of 
atrocity.  Hte  gives  the  character  of 
Henry,  Duke  of  Goise,  in  terms  to  the 
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following  efi«ct :—"  The  Duke  acquired 
popularity,  in  the  first  place,  from  the 
esteem  in  which  the  memory  of  his  father 
Francis  was  held,  and  encreased  it  by  the 
intrepidity  and  conduct  he  displayed,  on 
many  occasions,  as  a  military  commander. 
He  possessed,  besides,  a  winning  affability 
of  manners,  mixed  with  gravity,  a  species 
of  eloquence  more  adapted  to  persuade  in 
private  than  in  public,  unbounded  liber- 
ality, ujiiversal  politenes6,  a  command- 
ing person,  and  a  dignified  grace  and 
composure,  which  diffused  over  his  coun- 
tenance, mien,  and  whole  deportment, 
the  marks  of  a  great  soul  and  lofty  spint. 
He  readily  endured  excess  of  heat  or  cold, 
hunger,  and  thirst;  and,  though  bred  up 
with  the  most  refined  delicacy,  complied, 
when  in  camp,  with  a  soldier's  fare.  He 
was  sparing  of  sleep,  active,  always  of  q, 
cheerful  countenance;  and  the  detail  of 
business  was  so  easy  to  him,  that  he  seem^ 
ed  to  make  a  diversion.and  amusement  of 
the  most  serious  afiairs. 
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*•  These  "excellent  endowmentg  were 
counterbalanced  by  inordinate  ambition, 
accompanied  by  a  crafty  and  versatile  ge- 
nius. Dissimulation  and  deceit  were 
familiar  to  him;  he  was  accustomed  to 
vary  from  himself,  and  did  not  scruple  to 
febricate  one  falsehood  upon  another,  in 
such  a  manner,  as  to  produce  the  most 
plausible  reasons,  at  the  mornent  he  was 
acting  with  the  greatest  duplicity,  andjn 
order  to  attach  blame  upon  others. 

"  This  defect  his  intimate  associates 
alone  perceived  ;  and  his  want  of  fidelity 
and  truth  occasioned  the  dereliction  or 
secret  displeasure  of  many  of  his  friends. 
So  notorious  was  it,  that  the  ladies  at  court 
proverbially  talked  of  Guise,  as  "  the 
pleasing  *  impostor." 

The  assassination  of  thcDukeandhisbro- 
thergaverise  to  the  most  alarming  commo- 
tions. The  cityofParis,  under  the  controul 

*  Davila,  who  wished  to  palltaie  the  faults  of  this 
nobleman,  gives  nearly  the  same  character  of  him. 
See  hia  history,  under  the  year  1588. 
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of  nxteen  rebels,  who  had  formed  them' 
selves  into  an  association,  in  ^Tor  of  Uie 
Jeagse,  openly  dechued  against  the  Kii^. 
He  was  excommunicated  by  the  Pope :  die 
two  deceased  Princes  of  Loiraine  were 
called  marlTTS  to  the  catiae  of  religion  ; 
and,  in  a  word,  all  France  was  in  a  state 
of  anarchy  and  revolt.  The  Duke  of 
Mayenne,  brother  to  the  late  Duke  of 
Guise,  was  at  the  head  of  the  insurgents. 
Henry,  weat,  timid,  and  without  detn- 
sion,  found  himselfunequai  tothisemergen- 
cy.  His  most  fkithiiil  and  judicious  coun- 
sellors,  among  whom  was  our  Historian 
lumself,  recommended  him  to  have  re- 
course to  the  ajt  of  the  King  of  Navarre, 
upon  whose  integrity  and  honor  the  firm- 
est reliance  could  be  placed.  That  ge- 
nerous prince,  foi^ctting  personal  injuries 
and  religious  differences,  hastened  with  an 
army  to  his  succour  :  and  the  two  mon- 
archs  proceeded  together  to  besiege  Paris. 
Preparations  were  made  for  an .  assault, 
but,   on  the  day  before  it  was  projected. 
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James  Clement*  a  &natick  monk,  gained 
access  to  the  King,  and,  as  he  was  reading 
a  letter  which  he  had  presented,  stabbed 
him  with  a  knife.  The  assassin  immedi- 
atdy  perished  by  the  swords  of  the  King's 
attendants ;  and  Heniy  himself  died  of 
the  wound,  on  the  same  night,  in  the 
thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  six- 
teenth of  bis  reign. 

"  This  Prince,"  says  our  •  Historian, 
'*  was  endowed  with  many  nncommon 
perfections  both  of  mind  and  body;  but  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  debasing  them  by  an 
indolent,  slothfiil,  and  voluptuous  liie. 

"  He  adhered  tenaciously  to  the  ancient 
religion,  and  was  a  resolute  assertor  of 
justice ;  he  possessed  great  prudence,  and 
a  grave  eloquence;  his  countenance  shone 
with  an  expression  of  truly  royal  majesty, 
tempered  with  urbanity  and  obliging  man- 
nets.  One  quality  was  pre-emment  in 
his    character,    generally    an    object  a( 

*  Lib.  96. 
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admiration,  butwhichproyed  fatal  to  him  i 
he  set  no  bounds  to  his  profusion,  and, 
consequently,  the  taxes  and  imposts  upon 
the  nation  were  immoderate.  Thus  he 
became  odious  to  his  people,,  and  experi- 
enced little  gratitude  from  the  objects  of 
his  excessive  liberality,  for  tbey  attributed 
it  to  the  overflowing  bounty  of  an  easy 
disposition,  rather  than  to  judgment. 

"  His  treasury  being  exhausted,  and  the 
minds  of  his  subjects  alienated  from  him, 
the  additional  circumstance  of  his  aftect- 
ing  the  severities  of  a  private  and  monas- 
tic life,  contributed  to  render  him  an  object 
of  contempt  :  and  thus  his  foreign  and. 
domestic  enemies  were  emboldened  in 
their  projects  of  disturbing  the  realm." 

Thuanus  ascribes  to  Henry  III.  a  root- 
ed hatred  of  the  Protestants,  and  says  that 
he  used  to  boast  of  being  the  adviser  of 
the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  He 
blames  the  weakness  of  his  conduct  with 
respect  to  the  Duke  of  Guise  ;  and  con- 
tinues in  these  terms  :    "  Jt  was  Henry's 
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disposition  to  pay  more  regard  to  private 
attachments,  than  to  the  welfare  of  the 
state,  to  be  the  friend  of  others,  and  his 
own  enemy.  He  was  so  liberal  and  pro- 
fiise  a  benefactor,  that  he  oppressed  the 
modest,  and  wearied  even  the  impudent 
by  his  unexpected  gifts,  yet  never  satisfied 
himself. 

"  Immersed  in  indolence,  he  attempted 
not  easily  great  things ;  slow  in  delibera- 
tion from  a  natural  dilatoriness,  which 
bordered  on  infatuation  rather  than 
from  fear,  and  too  intent  on  the  present 
to  provide  for  the  future,  he  often  De- 
lected the  fittest  opportunities  for  exer- 
tion. He  was  unwilling  to  incur  danger, 
intrepid  when  actually  exposed  to  it, 
and  forgetful  of  it  when  past. 

"  In  order  to  gratify  his  favourites,  he 
opened  a  door  to  foul  corruption  and  vena- 
lity in  the  first  offices  of  state  ;  which 
finally  proved  destruction  to  himself.  He 
sustained  the  greatest  injuries  from  those, 
upon  whom  he  had  heaped  honors  and 

A  A 
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wealth ;  and  in  like  manner,  as  he  had 
always  entertained  a  respect  and  predilec- 
tion for  all  orders  of  monks,  he  was  assas- 
sinated by  a  monk  when  he  least  expect- 
ed it.  In  person  he  was  tall  and  upright, 
of  a  grave  aspect,  affable  in  conversation, 
a  patient  hearer,  and  temperate  in  reply  ; 
cheerful  in  private  society,  serious  in  pub- 
lic. Upon  all  occa»ons>  be  manifested  a 
fondness  for  pomp  and  shew.  Nature 
had  given  him  a  strong  and  healthy  con- 
stitution, but  be  impEured  it,  when  young, 
by  intemperance.  He  afterwards  con- 
fined himself  to  a  more  regular  life;  chiefly 
in  consequence  of  the  advice  and  example 
of  •  Christopher  Thuanus,  President  of 
the  ParUament.  From  that  time  be  en- 
joyed good  health  ;  but  in  winter,  and 
excessively  cold  weather,  he  was  observed 
by  bis  attendants  to  be  morose  and  me- 
lancholy." Our  Historian  remarks,  that 
it  was  at  such  a  season,  the  assassination 
(jf  ihe  Duke  of  Guise  took  place. 
*  Father  of  our  Historian. 
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After  the  death  of  Henry  III.  the  last 
monarch  of  the  House  of  Valois,  the  King 
of  Navarre  possessed  a  legitimate  title  to 
the  crown.  The  wiser  and  better  part  of 
the  nation  favoured  his  cause  ;  but  he  had 
many  obstacles  to  encounter.  The  Duke 
of  Mayenne,  at  the  head  of  the  remains  of 
the  league,  was  a  formidable  enemy  ;  and, 
in  order  to  strengthen  his  cause,  he  pro- 
fessed to  support  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon, 
uncle  of  Henry  IV".  a  weak  old  man, 
pretending  that  he  had  a  prior  claim  to 
the  throne,  as  Henry  was  a  heretic.  The 
Pope  favoured  the  league,  and  ("  with  an 
arrogance  and  want  of  moderation  highly 
unbecoming,"  says  Thuanus,  "  his  pas- 
toral character,")  extolled,  in  full  consis- 
tory, the  act  of  James  Clement.  Philip  of 
Spain  ranged  himself  on  the  same  side, 
and  discovered  the  purpose  which  long 
secretly  actuated  him,  by  proposing  Isa- 
bella, his  daughter  by  Henry  lll.'s  sister, 
as  Queen  of  France. 
,  A  succession  of  wars  took  place  during 
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several ,  years,  before  Henry  IV".  gained 
secure  possession  of  !iis  dominions  :  but 
his  courage  and  conduct  finally  triumphed 
over  all  opposition. 

"  At  that  time,"  says  Davila,*  "  iti^'as 
manifestly  seen,  what  great  things  the 
resolution  of  one  man  could  effect ;  for 
the  King,  without  money,  without  being 
supported  by  confederates,  withoutfriends, 
and,  in  a  manner,  without  any  towns,  in 
a  few  months  traversed  all  France,  and 
took  more  strong  places  than  there  are 
days  in  the-year." 

The  exploits  of  Henry  the  Great, 
during  this  period,  form,  it  is  well  known, 
the  action  of  Voltaire's  Heririade;  and  he 
must  be  allowed  to  have  selected  a  hero 
in  every  respect  suited  to  the  dignity  of 
an  epic  poem : 

t  Qui  par  de  longs  malheurs  apprit  a  gouverner, 
Calma  les  fdctions,  siu  vaincre,  &  partlunner, 

*  Hist.  lib.  ii,  an.  ligo. 

I  Htinriade,  chant,  l,  v.  3,Jkc. 

2 


:~bvGoogIc 


OPTHUANUSr  357 

Confondit  a  Mayenne,  &  la  Ligue  Sc  L'Ibere, 
.  Et  fut  deses  siijels  le  vaioqueur  &  le  pere. 

Traia'd  in  advereily,  he  learn'd  to  reign  ; 
Defeated  Mayenne,  and  the  league,  and  Spain  : 
The  factious,  like  a  parent  he  forgave  ; 
His  triumph,  peace — he  conquered  but  to  save. 

As  our  Author's  history  was  left,  at  his 
death,  Incomplete,  it  contains  no  account 
of  the  last  years  of  King  Henry's  reign, 
nor  a  sketch  of  his  character.  There  is, 
however,  in  the  hundred  and  twenty-ninth 
book,  the  following  relation  of  the  mea- 
sures pursued  by  him  to  promote  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  France : 

"  The  King,  from  his  natural  sagacity, 
perceived  that,  as  the  realm  had  been 
drained  by  long  civil  wars,  it  needed,  for 
the  purpose  of  recruiting  its  opulence,  not 
only  a  season  of  peace,  but  the  benefits  of 
a  free  commerce.  He  saw  that  it  was 
necessary  not  merely  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  coin,  but  to  use  every  effort 
for  procuring  an  influx  of  it  into  the 
country.    With  this  design  he  encouraged 
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all  French  manufactures,  Which  pro- 
mised to  be  saleable  in  foreign  countries^ 
and  were  likely  to  produce  a  deposit  of 
money  in  our  own.  Accordingly  the 
growth  of  silk  was  promoted,  which  ha4 
no\\-  become  an  article  of  general  use  ; 
mulbeny-trees  were  planted,  by  the 
King's  order,  throughout  the  kingdom^ 
and  the  egg*  of  the  worms  were  imported 
from  Spain. 

"  Henry  IV.  sent  also  to  Flanders  for 
artists  skilful  in  weaving  tapestry,  and 
st-ttled  them  at  Paris ;  he  restored  the 
manufactories  of  glass  and  earthenware  ; 
and,  lastly,  established  workshops  for 
piaking  linen  at  Mante  upon  the  Seine. 

"  In  repairing  and  beautifying  works 
of  ancient  architecture,  in  raising  new 
edifices,  in  forming  repositories  for  di^r-- 
cnt  animals,  and  in  laying  out  extensive 
gardens,  this  great  man  continually  ex- 
ercised a  spirit  of  truly  royal  magnificence.  ~ 
He  thus,  apparently,  aspir^l  to  rival,  and 
even  to  surpass  the  glory  of  his  ancestor," 
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Francis  I.  and  was  gratified  in  being 
thought  to  resemble  that  monarch  in 
countenance,  manners,  and  a  noble 
mind." 

I  subjoin  a  parallel  passage  from  the 
Memoirs  of  Sully,  that  great  man,  who 
was  at  the  same  time  a  patriotic  minister, 
and  attached,  by  personal  friendship,  to 
his  £ing.  Thuanus  was  a  colleague  of 
the  Duke  of  Sully,  in  many  commissions 
appointed  for  the  national  benefit  ;  but 
the  history  makes,  I  believe,  no  important 
mention  of  him.  The  passage  in  question 
is  m  the  twenty-first  book  of  the  memoirs 
of  Sully,  under  the  year  1 0o5  : 

"  I  shall  content  myself  with  barely 
mentioning,  as  an  eternal  monument  of 
Henry's  glory,  the  flourishing  condition 
into  which  the  wisdom  of  his  government 
had  already  brought  France.  The  foreign 
and  domestic  expenditure  was  reguli.rly 
supplied,  and  no  hardship  was  sustained 
by  any  of  liis  subjects,  cither  in  conse- 
quence of  those  payments  or  the  current 
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expenses  of  the  year ;  although  the  King 
continued  to  apply  very  ample  sums  in 
rebuilding,  fiimishiDg,  and  adorning  his 
palaces;  in  repairing  old  fortifications, 
and  erecting  new,  and  upon  all  public 
buildings,  churches,  hos5>itals,convents,&Cfc 

"  Plenty  and  affluence  b^an  now  to  be 
felt  over  the  whole  kingdom.  The  nobi-  , 
lity  and  the  army  were  delivered  from 
their  tyrants  in  the  revenue;  the  peasant 
sowed  and  reaped  in  full  security  ;  the 
artist  enriched  himself  by  his  profession  ; 
tiie  meanest  tradesman  was  happy  in  the 
free  enjoyment  of  his  profits;  and  the  , 
nobleman  in  the  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  his  estates." 

The  happy  condition  of  France  under 
this  •"  patriot  King,"  historians  describe 


*  Henry  used  to  wish  "  that  every  peasant  in  Ms 
dominions  should  have  a  fowl  for  dinner  on  Sundays," 
"  A  trivial  ezprcEsion  this,"  says  Voltaire,  "  but  the 
sentiment  it  conveys  is  worthy  of  the  father  of  hts, 
people." 
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with  peculiar  complacency  and  delight ; 
and  the  excellence  of  his  government  was 
more  sensibly  felt,  on  account  of  the  dark 
and  stormy  period  which  preceded  it. 
Some  obvious  faults  attach  to  Henry's 
character  ;  but  as  a  King,  great  alike  in 
peace  and  war,  ever  anxious  for  the  hap- 
piness of  his  subjects,  brave,  sincere,  open, 
humane  and  accomplished,  the  annals  of 
France  produce  not  his  equal. 

Contrast  the  character  of  Charlem.agne; 
his  selfish  restless  ambition,  attended  with 
perfidy,  and  bloodshed.  Obscured  by 
such  enormities,  the  talents  of  this  power- 
ful emperor,  his  victories,  and  the  ener- 
gies of  his  mind,  emit  a  faint  and  gloomy 
lustre. 

How  inferior,  considered  in  the  light  of 
a  model  for  imitation,  is  such  a  sovereign 
to  Henry  IV.  who  united  goodness  of 
heart  with  exalted  abilities,  and  truly  de- 
served the  name  of  great,  as  a  benefactor 
to  mankind. 

The  following  characters  are  added  to 
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this  account,  as  farther  spedmens  of  our 
author's  manner. 

Character  of  Lewis  Comoro,  a  Venetian  of 
noble  Birth,  Author  of  the  well-known 
Ti  calise  upon  Health,  Sgc. — From  Thua- 
nun,  lib.  38,  anno  1566. 

'*  Those  bodily  infirmities  which 
Comarohad  contracted  by  juvenile  intem- 
perance, he  remedied  by  sobriety  and  re 
gular  living,  and  by  the  force  of  reason 
subdued  his  propensity  to  anger  and  pas- 
sion. Thiw,  though  in  the  flower  of 
youth  he  had  been  an  invalid  in  body, 
and  had  no  command  over  his  mind,  bis 
old  age  was  attended  with  sound  health, 
and  a  mild  disposition. 

"  At  that  period  of  life,  he  wrote  a 
treatise  on  the  subject  of  his  early  dissipa- 
tion and  subsequent  reform  ;  and  what  is 
remarkable,  promises  himself  a  very  pro- 
tracted existence.  He  was  not  deceived 
in  this  expectation,  and  outlived  his  hun- 
dredth year.    He  died  at  Padua,  in  bis 
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fyrovmtc  residence,  placidly  and  without 
pain  :  his  wife,  who  had  attained  nearly 
the  same  age,  soon  followed  him,  and  they 
were  buried,  according  to  their  desire* 
without  pomp,  in  one  grave." 

Character  qf  the  illustrious  Michael  de  V 
Hopitaljlib.  56,  anno  1383. 

"  In  this  year  France  was  deprived  of 
some  of  her  brightest  luminaries,  and  of 
one,  whose  dignity  is  pre-eminently  con- 
fipicuous.  Michael  dc  L'Hopital  passed 
the  subordinate  degrees  of  the  laws,  with 
the  highest  character  in  point  of  learning, 
of  integrity,  and  of  judgment.  He  at 
length  attained  the  highest  situation  in  his 
profession,  (solstitium  honorum)  and  was 
appointed  chancellor  of  France,  during  a 
most  tumultuous  period  ;  and  even  the 
factious  promoted  his  appointment,  on 
account  of  his  established  reputation  for 
virtue  and  firmness. 

"  Envy,  the  inseparable  attendant  of 
merit,  failed  not  to  attack  him.    He  main- 
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tained  a  long  struggle  against  her  with 
unshaken  magnanimily,  and  finally,  not 
conquered,  but  victorious  in  submission, 
retired  with  honor  into  the  bosom  of  do- 
mestic tranquillity. 

"  Whilst  at  court,  he  was  often  grieved 
by  experiencing  ingratitude,  but  fixed  in 
his  purpose  of  correcting  the  defects 
which  came  immediately  under  his  pro- 
fessional jurisdiction,  he  promulgated 
those  pure  laws,  which  will  carry  the  me- 
mory of  their  conscientious  founder  to  all 
posterity. 

♦'  He  died  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his 
age,  and  his  will,  which  gives  a  summary 
of  his  life,  is  an  authentic  memorial  of  the 
piety,  patriotism,  genius,  wit,  and  pru- 
dence of  this  great  man.  His  writings  on 
the  subject  of  law  have  long  lain  in  ob- 
scurity, but  they  have  a  claim  to  immor- 
tality, and  I  trust  will  soon  be  brought 
forward  to  the  public. 

"  His  compositions  in  verse  have  been 
already  objects  of  attention  to  his  friends, 
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andtomeamongstothers.  Theyare worthy 
of  antiquity  in  purity  and  terseness  of  style, 
inpoint,  and  weightof  sentiment.  Ina  word 
they  properly  exhibit  the  character  of  their 
author,  who  not  only  resembled  Aristotle 
in  countenance,  (as  the  busts  of  both  tes- 
tify) but  may  be  compared  to  him  and  all 
the  wisest  legislators  of  antiquity  in  the 
virtues  of  wisdom  and  integrity.  Experi- 
ence enabled  him  to  add  to  these  qualities 
a  settled  prudence,  which  was  manifested 
in  all  his  actions,  both  public  and  private." 

Character  of  Catherine  de  JYIedicis. 
Thuanus,  «&.  94,  anno  1589. 

Catherine,  the  Queen-Mother,  died  in 
January  of  an  inveterate  dropsy ;  and  the 
disorder  was  aggravated  by  chagrin.  She 
was  a  woman  of  insatiable  mind,  proud 
and  luxurious  :  she  fomented  and  allayed 
national  commotions  for  a  period  of  thir- 
ty years,  and  amidst  the  contentions  and 
'  animosity  of  the  nobiUty,  reaped  from 
public  calamities  the  advantage  of  con- 
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centrating  all  authority  in  her  own  per- 
soQ.  Dedicated  to  manly  occupations 
she  divested  herself  of  female  vices,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  feeing  her  amhition, 
took  care  that  the  minds  of  her  was  should 
be  engrossed  by  idle  and  voluptuous 
amusements.  Her  administration  was 
alike  prejudicial  in  peace  and  war,  from 
her  distressing  the  people,  as  soon  as  they 
hegan  to  breathe  from  internal  tumult, 
with  a  burden  of  extravagant  expendi- 
ture, in  order  to  procure  new  pageants  of 
kingdoms  for  her  sons.  Astrologers  had 
told  her,  that  she  should  see  all  her  sons 
kings,  and  that  she  might  not  have  the 
grief  of  witnessing  their  successive  pro- 
motion to  the  throne  of  France,  she  wished 
them  to  acquire  f(Heign  crowns. 

*'  She  was  particularly  prodigal  in  build- 
ing, and  began  in  various  places  immense 
masses  of  architecture,  but  never  finished 
any,  from  the  surperstitious  imprejsion 
that  her  death  would  immediately  follow 
their    compIetioD.    She    long     deluded 
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France  by  the  ma^  of  virtue;  but  find- 
ing her  power  contracted,  and  that  others 
had  gained  an  ascendancy  over  her  son's 
mind,  she,  in  despair,  kindled  the  flames 
of  the  last  war.  The  conflagration  that 
ensued  exceeded  expectation ;  and,  when 
Catherine  perceived  that  it  threatened 
destruction  to. the  kingdom,  and  that  she 
was  an  object  of  suspidon  to  the  King, 
she  began  to  neglect  her  own  concerns 
and  those  of  the  state,  either  from  hypo- 
crisy, or  because  advanced  age  had  brought 
di^ust  with  it.  From  that  time  she  con- 
tented herself  with  the  gratifications  of 
external  parade  and  homage,  of  which  the 
King,  even  in  hi»  displeasure,  never  de- 
prived her. 

"  She  was  subject  to  a  slight  fever,  and 
the  unexpected  catastrophe  of  the  Duke  of 
Guise  at  Blois,  and  some  consequent  ex- 
postulation she  had  with  the  Cardinal 
Bourbon,  aficcted  her  so  much  that  it  en- 
creased  to  a  fatal  degree.-  The  King, 
with  great  attention,  seated  himself  by 
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the  side  of  her  bed,  and  dictated  her  will, 
for  her  senses  failed  her  at  that  moment. 

"  She  made  a  natural  son  of  Chal-les  IX. 
her  heir,  contrary  _to  her  marriage  coil- 
tract,  and  bequeathed  him  very  ample  pos- 
sessions; but,  as  her  debts  were  immense, 
much  of  this  property  came  to  public 
sale. 

"  She  was  much  addicted  to  judicial  as- 
trol<^,  and  had  been  tofd  by  those  who 
professed  die  aft,  to  beware  of  Saint  Ger- 
main. She  would  never,  therefore,  re- 
main long  at  the  palace  of  St.  Germain  ; 
and,  as  the  Louvre  is  situated  in  a  parish 
of  the  same  name,  she  erected  a  magnifi- 
cent mansion  at  imnii^se  expense,  at  a 
little  distance.  Notwithstanding  all  her 
precautions,  the  fatal  name  still  claimed 
its  'ascendency,  and  a  confessor,  called 
St.  Germain,  attended  her  during  her  last 
illness. 

*'  Upon  his  mother's  decease  the  King, 
fond  of  parade,  even  in  grief,  besides  the 
general  court-mourning,  had  the  tapestry 
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femoved,  and  the  walls  of  the  palace  as- 
sumed a  representation  of  sorrow.  A  had 
omen  this  at  that  crisis,  (says  our  Histo- 
tian>  in  his  peculiar  manner,)  for  he  seem- 
ed to  celebrate  the  obsequies  not  of  his 
mother  only,  bat  of  France  itself." 

This  character  of  Catherine  is  sufficiently 
severe ;  but  even  •  Bavila,  who  experi- 
enced her  patronage,  though  he  praises 
her  able  policy  and  firmness  of  mind,  yet 
allows  that  she  was  "  hypocritical,  after 
the  manner  of  the  times;  prodigal  of 
blood;  and,  provided  she  approved  of  any 
design,  thought  all  means  allowable  to 
procure  its  execution."f  See  Davila,  torn. 
I, anno  1588. 

•  Davila  received  the  baptismal  names  of  "  Henrico 
Caterino,"  from  his  two  royal  sponsors,  Henry  III, 
and  Catherine  de  Medicis. 

t  Iti  the  second  canto  of  the  IJenriade,  is  a  cha- 
rteler  of  Catherine,  which  concludes  with  these  lines : 

£sc1ave  des  plaisirs,  mais  moins  qu'ambitieuse ; 

InGdele  it  sa  secte,  et  superstitieuse  ; 

Possedant  en  un  mot,  pour  n'en  pas  dire  plus, 

Les  defauls  de  son  sexe,  &  peu  de  ses  verius. 
B  B 
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Character  of  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England. 
Thaan.  lib.  139.  anno  1603. 

"  About  this  time  died  Elizabeth,  Queen 
of  England,  full  of  glory, .  and  the  most 
fortunate  woman  who  ever  filled  a  throne. 
I  remember  that  the  illustrious  lady  Anne, 
of  the  House  of  Este,  mother  of  the  Dukes 
of  Guise  and  Nemours,  bore  this  testi- 
mony to  her  merit,  which  must  have 
been  impartial,  because  an  hostility  had 
always  subsisted  between  their  families. 
She  used,  indeed,  these  very  expressions 
to  me,  on  the  same  day  the  news  arnved, 
at  my  house,  (where  she  paid  an  obliging 
visit  with  her  accustomed  politeness,)  afbsr 
the  first  comphments,  and  before  she  sat 
down. 

"I  forbear,  in  this  place,  to  speak  of  the 
events  which  befel  her,  during  the  life  of 
her  sister  Mary ;  for  they  have  been 
already  related.  After  she  ascended  the 
throne,  so  celebrated  was  her  fame, 
that  no  year  could  pass  without  adding  to 
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the  renown  of  this  great  Queen,  who, 
being  destined  all  her  life  to  contend  with 
great  events,  performed  noble  actions  with 
a  masculine  greatness  of  mind,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  eulogium  of  the  Princess  of 
Este,  with  as  much  glory  as  good  fortune. 
'*  Her  genius  and  disposition  may  be 
described  in  few  words.  She  had  by 
nature,  a  lofty  and  masculine  spirit ;  and- 
when  she  came  to  the  crown,  in  the 
twenty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  brought  no 
childish  notions  of  government,  but  a 
judgment  matured  and  exercised  in  adver- 
sity. She  was  not  swrffed  by  the  opinion 
of  others,  but  freely  used  her  own  talents, 
and  united  moderation  with  the  most 
consummate  prudence ;  shewing  severity 
towards  a  haughty  and  unbridled  nobility, 
and  a  mild  demeanor  to  the  rest  of  her 
subjects,  so  that,  from  the  beginning  of 
her  reign  she  impressed  fear  and  re^fer- 
ence  on  the  minds  of  the  aristocracy,  and 
made  herself  generally  popular;  and  such 
was  the  even  tenor  of  her  fortune,  that 
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she  experienced  afi  unchan^able  cottrse  of 
prosperity  to  the  end  of  her  life.  She  was 
munificent  in  thedispensaWonoffayors.blit 
alwaj-s  -with  a  regard  to  justice;  fitigai  (ri 
pds,  lest  the  treasury  might  be  exhansted, 
and  her  subjects  burdened,  but  she  desertes 
to  be  praised  for  her  foresight,  rather  than 
censured  as  avaricious.  She  enjoyed  het 
eminence  and  dignity,  not  in  the  varied 
indulgence  of  amusemehts>  bot  employed 
by  those  cares  for  futurity,  iffhieh  are 
worthy  of  a  wise  prince,  8he  wds  fond 
of  peace,  yet  occasionally  fdtmd  it  neces- 
sary to  arm  ber  people ;  for  the  Englisb 
are  wdrlikCi  itrid  apt  to  be  trngovernable 
■when  long  in  tranquillity :  thus  she  su^r- 
ed  not  her  subjects,  thougb  under  the 
government  of  a  woman,  to  lose  any  por- 
tion of  their  military  fkmt.  She  sent 
auxiliary  forces  into  Scotland  and  (be 
K&therlands,and  most  seasonable  snccourd 
io  our  King  Henry,  in  his  difficulties,  to 
whom  she  was  strongly  attached.  Undet 
her  auspices    successful    and  celebi^ted 
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ypyages  ^ere  ui^f^^laJceD  to  the  Indies; 
Bit  Francis  Drake  circmnnavigated  the 
globe,  and  a  w^y  W^s  discovered  of  inr 
yad^i^  the  po^eesions  which  the  Spaniard^ 
were  aipssping  for  themselves,  and  whicli 
the  Buich  afterwards  followed  with  equal 
success. 

"  Alniost  hef  whole  reign  was  peace- 
^le;  soi^  commotions  arose  about  the 
Itenth  year  pf  lier  reign  in  the  northerj^ 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  but  they  wenj  soo^ 
Appeased,  and  then,  for  seventeen  years, 
she  eiyoyed  internal  tranquillity;  and, 
although  th^  change  of  religion  produce^ 
somp  iiecret  enemies  to  her  power,  she 
preserved,  during  that  period,  a  modem- 
tion,  which  she  bad  by  u^iire,  free  from 
bloodshed  and  cruelty,  to  which  she  after- 
wards seemed  inclined.  She  made  her 
own  feelings  the  measure  of  her  judgment 
with  r^ard  to  <^ers,  and  tlipi^gbt  that 
violence  was  i;ot  to  be  olfered  to  the  con?- 
sciences  <irf".men :  hut,  nevertheless,  deem.' 
edUexfiedienttoUmitthisinduigenceteind 
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not  to  fiermit  this  allowed  freedom  of 
conscience  to  disturb  the/iuhUc  tranquil* 
lity,  under  the  pretext  of  religion.  As 
the  approaching  storm"  of  conspiracy 
b^an  to  be  felt,  she  gave  a  kwner  edge 
to  the  laws,  following  not  so  much  the 
bent  of  her  own  disposition  as  that  of  her 
subjects,  who  probably  feared  as  much 
for  themselves  as  for  their  sovereign.  She 
opposed  strict  edicts  to  guard  against  im- 
pending dangers,  and,  as  they  rather 
affected  the  possessions  of  men  than  their 
persons,  she  incurred  the  chaige  of  ava- 
rice, but  that  odium  would  with  more 
propriety  have  attached  to  her  minbters. 

"  One  eminent  instance  of  her  good 
fortune  appeared  in  the  destruction  of  the 
Spanish  fleet,  the  labor  of  so  many  years, 
and  appointed  at  such  immense  expense, 
which  perished  more  by  divine  interposi- 
tion than  by  human  force  :  and  thus  was 
ambition  chastised,  and  the  unlawful  de- 
sire of  invading  others  perished  by  a  judg- 
ment of  Providence.     Philip,    a  prudent 
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Prince,  was,  by  this  stroke  of  misfortune, 
admonished  to  think  seriously  of  laying 
aside  the  enmity  which  he  had  too  much 
encouraged  against  Elizabeth,  and,  as  he 
felt,  to  his  own  detriment.  He  had  made 
peace  with  us,  and,  Iwfore  he  died,  wished 
to  conclude  it  with  the  English  also.  Eli- 
zabeth by  no  means  rejected  it,  for  her 
mind  was  secretly  prepossessed  in  favtfr 
of  Philip,  from  a  sentiment  of  gratitude, 
on  account  of  a  favor  conferred  upon  her, 
when  she  was  in  imminent  danger,  at  the 
time  when  he  was  married  to  her  sister 
Mary.  This  fevor  she  used  freely  to  ac- 
knowledge ;  but  public  animosities,  andtbe 
contentions  of  the  two  nations,  predomi- 
nated over  private  gratitude.  A  reconci- 
liation was  attempted  to  be  brought 
about  by  the  mediation  of  the  French 
King,  a  proper  place  of  accommodation 
was  fixed  in  one  county  for  the  purpose, 
and  a  conference  of  del^ates  appointed  ; 
but  the  design  proved  abortive. 
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"  The  Q.Meen  pf  Ei^and  possessed  ^. 
facility  ia  learaing,  and  an  atti^hment  to 
Acience.  She  understood  I^tin,  anii 
«^ke  it  readily,  Ger«um  ^sp  she  wa« 
well  instructed  io,  particularly  as  beiog 
4he  souroe  of  her  vernacular  l^guaget 
she  coiu'ersed  frequently  in  French,  but 
with  a.  b!i4  accent ;  in  Italian  with  great 
elegance.  She  took  great  dej^hl  in  music 
and  poetry,  and  was  puch  captivated  \ty 
the  verses  of  our  countryman,  It.onsai'di 
whom  «he  once  saw  in  {ji^^nd  AS  h«e  w#b 
returning  from  Scotland,  apd  ^  ^bm 
composed  a  pjeasing  *^fW  pf  verses  in  hep 
j»'aise.  StiR  afterwards  conceiv^  s$d@^ 
displeasure  towards  luin  pn  account  of 
^  free  jest  concerning  ^r  j^aiPfiagif,  m-^ 
sented  in  some  elegant  verges  of  hi£>  en- 
titled 'f  'Nubes;'*  and  she  said,  (hat  it  did 
not  become  a  man  of  no](Je  tir^,  ^tin-^ 
tonly  and  scurrilously  to  averse  9  jipjr^m- 
ful  Queen,  who  was  his  ffiand>  and  to 
collect  the  rumours  wl^ich  malignity  ^1^ 
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^7^e4  against  h^  character.  When 
Ho;}sar4  understood  this,  he  repented,  and 
fiuppiesfied  the  verses ;  but  they  were  added 
to  his  works  by  bis  fiiends  after  he  was 
dead,  and  tbe  dagger  of  oi^noe  was  no 
more. 

"  E<^J^ous  animosity  cast  loany  asper-. 
sione  oa  Elizabe^,  which  the  evai  twior 
pf  a  long  ]i£e,  accompanied  to  its  close  by 
the  inscrutable  blessing  of  Providence, 
tended,  in  a  great  measure,  to  confute, 
3be  seemed  to  wish  to  be  courted  and 
Ottered  for  her  beauty,  and  to  seem  sen- 
ile to  the  incense  of  Jove  «ven  in  her  de-- 
^lining  years.  Tbis  mode  of  relaxation 
frofa  severer  cares  jevived  at  her  court  the 
memory  of  those  fabled  islands,  inhabited 
byflrrant  knights  and  brave  men,  who,  in 
the  cause  of  love,  divesting  the  passion  of 
its  i«q)urity,  cMitinu^ly  exercised  them- 
fgives  in  genarous  acts  of  virtue  and  valor, 
put  if  she  thus  spmewfaat  injured  her  rcr 
pUlBtioni  ^e  by  no  means  impaired  tho 
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dignity  of  the  sovereign,  nor  suffered  the 
helm  of  government  to  be  turned  from  its 
just  direction.  She  was  all  her  life  averse 
to  marriage,  and  those  about  her  person 
su^ested,  through  her  physicians,  that 
there  was  danger  of  her  not  surviving 
child-birth,  with  a  view  of  maintaining 
their  power  over  her ;  yet  she  seriously 
thought  of  wedding  the  Duke  of  Alcn^on, 
and  the  matter  was  nearly  brought  to  a 
conclusion. 

**  Conscious  of  innate  merit,  she  seem- 
ed to  wish  to  borrow  nothing  from 
fortune  and  her  royal  station,  but  to 
possess  a  fund  of  greatness  in  the  qualities 
of  her  own  mind,  and  in  a  private  and  mo- 
derate station  would  have  been  an  object 
of  praise  and  veneration.  It  has  been 
surniised  that  she  was  fond  of  life,  and 
thought,  with  pain,  of  death  and  a  succes- 
sor :  yet  many  years  before  her  decease, 
she  used  pleasantly  to  call  herself  an  old 
woman,  as  in  her  yputh  she  termed  her- 
self a  vir^.     It  is  certain  that,  in  giving 
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directions  for  an  inscription  on  her  monu- 
ment, she  wished  only  her  name  to  be 
mentioned,  that  she  had  lived  a  Virgin 
Queen,  the  length  and  prosperity  of  her 
reign,  and  her  attachment  to  religion  and 
to  peace.  Neither  was  she  negligent  in 
appointing  a  successor,  or  careless  of  the 
opinion  of  posterity  :  for  the  subject 
being  alluded  to  in  discourse,  she  onoe^ 
after  a  profound  reverie,  started  from  her 
seat,  and  said  she  knew  her  place  would 
not  be  left  vacant  for  a  moment ;  which 
eventuallyproved  true. 

"  It  was  considered  part  of  her  felicity 
to  transmit  her  kingdom  in  peace  to  the 
legitimate  heir,  and  to  leave  peace  as  a. 
kind  of  legacy  to  her  people. 

"  Tn  a  word,  Elizabeth  possessed  virtues 
becoming  the  manly  character,  and  there- 
fore suited  to  a  great  king  ;  and  she  had 
few  fail^igs,  and  such  as,  considering  her 
,  sex,  are  excusable.  Some  ill-will  attach- 
ed to  her  on  account  of  religion,  and  she 
furred  under  an  imputation  of  cruelty ; 
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but  time  vUl  be  her  beat  i^oe^rist,  a^ 
probably  never  has  produced,  or  will  piyjr 
duoe,  a  woman  superior  to  her.  Her  sj^- 
ture  wa6  t^dl  andconunfrnding ;  j^^r  he^^ 
good,  and  she  fek  &w  of  the  iijcoare- 
fiiences  of  old  a^.  A  tranquil  death, 
like  that  of  Augustus,  completed  her  ifit-r 
tunate  life :  she  su&red  no  pain  of  xoiod 
pr  body;  hut  her  nervie>  becjuue  sti^  .904 
her  voice  and  inteU^nce  failed,  Sb? 
died  at  fiichmond  in  the  70th  year  of  Ik? 
<ige,  and  4fthof  her  reign/' 

After  a  perusal  of  about  thirty  bopk^ 
of  'fhimnus's  worlt,  J  fu^  inclined  to 
think  that  there  would  be  orAy  one,  b^ 
«t  the  same  time,  pei'ha^  an  msurmoun-* 
table  obstacle  to  its  becqmii^  ^op^a^  in 
atcanslation;  I  roejWi  its  prolisity,  |tis, 
1  believe,  the  loo^sthistory  extent.  M . 
AeiGendre,  author  of  a  history  of  I^^n<?e, 
computes  tb4t  a  person)  vbP  ^oul^  give 
his  attention  to  it  for  four  hours  ii.  4^y* 
would  not  finidi  the  perusal  in  twelve 
^nontfas :  and  he  with  justice  adds,  that* 
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as  it  comprehends  the  events  of  only  04 
yeafi,  it  is  too  TaittimimRf». 

Minute  occurrences  are  related  in  a  cir- 
cumstantial manner ;  and  the  author's 
style  is  upon  all  occasions  very  redundant. 
The  tree  fl&Urishfifi,  but  its  fruit  is  impo- 
rdrifthed  by  an  exuberance  of  leaves  afld 
branched.-  The  precept  of  Horace  *  is  no 
1^  ap[>licabte  to  compositions  in  prose> 
thdh  to  poetry : 

Close  be  your  language ;  let  your  sense  be  clear; 
Nor  with  a  weight  of  words  fatigue  the  ear. 

Francis. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  a  modern 
writer  of  Latib  should  rival  the  Roman 
classics  ;  but  our  Historian's  style  has 
much  peculiar  merit.  It  isefntirely  oi^- 
flali  and  his  own,  free  from  affected  imi- 
tation, cornJct,    equable,  and  flows  with 


•  Est  brevitale  opus,  ul   currat  sententia ;  neu  se 
Impediat  verbis  lassas  onerantibus  aures. 

Heh  lib.  I,  Sat.  10,  V.  9. 
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o(^iou8  and  dignified  eloquence.  It  is 
also  plain  and  perspicuous  ;  and  the  rea- 
der has  seldom  occasion  to  re-consider  a 
sentence,  in  order  to  understand  it,  ex- 
cept from  its  length. 

Thuanus  gives  what  may  be  termed  a  ' 
microscopic  view  of  history ;  and  treats 
his  subject  accurately  and  distinctly  in 
its  parts,  rather  than  comprehensivdy  as 
a  whole.  He  makes  few  reflections,  and, 
for  the  most  part,  leaves  the  reader  to 
draw  his  own  conclusions  from  the  &cts 
before  him.  Many  accounts  of  sieges, 
battles,  embassies,  public  acts,  and  other 
matters,  he  apparently  derived  from  per- 
sons who  bore  a  part  in  them.  Hence 
he  details  them  with  a  minuteness  of  in- 
formation, which  is  amusing  and  instruc- 
tive, and  forms  a  characteristic  feature  of 
his  work.  His  history  may  be  consider- 
ed as  a  safe  and  ample  repbsitoiy  of  the 
memorials  of  past  times:  but  those  parts 
of  it,  which  relate  to  foreign  nations,  are 
sometimes  tedious  and  indistinct. 
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-  His  fidelity  and  candor  have  been  the 
theme  of  continual  prase.  The  cotem- 
poraiy  historians.  Sully  andDavila,  appear 
to  agree  with  his  general  statement  of  the 
a^rs  of  France.  Davila,  the  advocate  of 
the  Catholics,  is  evidently  embarrassed 
with  some  parts  of  his  subject,  particu- 
larly the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew. 
Voltaire  never  mentions  our  author  with- 
out commendation :  he  wrote  an  anima-* 
ted  defence  of  him,  in  reply  to  some  ob- 
servations of  a  M.  Buri,  who,  in  a  life  of 
Henry  IV.  accused  Thuanus  of  pedantry. 
Our  author's  preface  has  been  placed  in 
the  same  rank  with  two  compositions  of 
a  similar  kind,  written  by  Calvin  and 
Casaubon.  Calvin's  dedication  of  his 
"  Institutes,"  to  Francis  the  First,  is 
chiefly  remarkable  for  an  austere  spirit 
of  religion,  strongly  expressed.  Casau- 
bon's  preface  to  his  Polvbius  is  indeed 
written  with  peculiar  el^ance  of  style, 
and  his  critiques,  on  the  subject  of  the  an- 
cient classical  historians,  are  deservedly 
3 
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telebraCed.  But  If  a  cennparison  were 
msfituted,  t  heMtVt  Ttrtianus  would  be 
found  superior  to  both  in  mUdness,  since- 
rity, good  sense,  and  a  toost  hxppy  umoB 
of  freedom  and  roOderatioft. 

Perhaps  in  that  passage,  where  be  "pro- 
fesses his  readiness  to  abide  by  the  king's 
judgment  of  his  work,  the  reader,  who 
considers  the  length  of  it,  may  be  incli- 
ftcd  to  smile  at  his  simplicity,  in  stippo- 
aing  that  his  writings  Were  capable  of  in- 
spiring Majesty  with  a  perseverance  in 
study,  adequate  to  the  task  of  perusal. 

To  praise  ThTianus  as  a  good  writer 
arid  a  faithful  historian,  is  to  mention  not 
the  most  important  part  of  his  merit. 
He  was  a  man  of  principle  and  a  Christian  : 
and  probably  nerer  wrote  a  line,  Which 
froito  its  moral  tendency,  he  could  wish 
at  his  decease  to  be  obliterated.  He  disco- 
vers in  erery  page,  a  desire  •  "  of  discoun- 
tenancing rice,  and  of  promoting  the  best 

•  Cowper's  Letters. 
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interests  of  mankind."  Yet,  in  censuring 
licentiousness,  bis  language  is  temperate, 
and  he  is  of  too  pure  a  mind  to  enter,  as 
some  satyrists  have  done,  into  its  disgust- 
ing detail.  In  a  word,  the  observation 
which  his  friend  Rigaltius  makes  with  re- 
gard to  his  conversation  and  society,  may 
be  applied  to  his  writings  ;  namely,  "  that 
they  are  calculated  to  render  those,  who 
attend  to  them,  better  and  wiser  men." 
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DEDICATION 

TO 

HENRY   IV. 

TUB 
MOST  CUAISTIAN  KING  OF  FRANCE  AND  NAVARRE. 

BtbZ, 

When  the  design  of  writing  ft  Ims- 
t6ry  of  these  times  first  engaged  my 
thoughts,  it  did  not  escape  me  that  such 
a  work,  however  executed,  would  be  ei- 
j^oaed  to  various  censures }  but  I  knew 
that  ambition  was  not  my  motive,  and 
consoled  myself  with  the  reward  to  be 
derived  only  from  a  good  conscience. 
I  hoped  also  that,  in  proportion  as  time 
gradually  abated  personal  animosities,  a 
love  of  truth  might  succeed,  especially 
under  the  government  of  your  Majesty; 
who,  by  the  signal  favor  of  Providence, 
after  crushing  the  monstrous  brood  of  re-- 
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beltion,  and  extinguishing  faction  in  iti 

ember?^  hare  given  peace  to  France,  and 

at  the  same  time  united  liberie  and  regal 

power,  two  things  usually  thought  incom-» 

patible. 

The  '  passions  of  aspiring  men  then 
formed  a  constant  source  of  civil  war, 
and  all  hopes  of  peace  were  excluded  from 
the  puhUc  councils  of  the  realm. .  Such  a 
conjuncture  I  lamented  for  the  sake  of 
ray  country,  but  it  appeared  propitious  to 
the  historian,  who,  avoiding  detraction, 
wished  to  write  with  freedqni;  On  this 
point,  howevei:,  my  sentiments  have  alter-r 
ed  with  the  ti^^es,    I  was  induced,  as  I 


•The  faction  of  the  League,  with  ihe  Duke  of  Guise 
at  its  head,  fbnned  first  of  all  against  the  Proicstanti 
in  liji,  and  which  afterwards  opposed  the  king  him? 
•(Jf.  Heniy  III. 

Dea  Guiles  cepcnd&nt  Is  rapide  honhevr 
Sur  son  abaissenient  clevait  Icur  grandeur ; 
'    lis  rortnaieiit  dans  Paris,  ceite  ligue  fatale, 
■    pe  33  foible  puissance  orgueilleuse  rivale. 

Henriade,  canto  1,  v.  40. 
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have  said,  to  begin  to  write  in  camps,  in 
the  midst  of  sieges  and  the  noise  of  arms, 
when  my  mind  was  engrossed  by  the 
variety  and  importance  of  events,  and 
sought,  in  composition,  a  relief  from 
public  calamity.  My  work  has  been  con- 
tinued and  completed  in  your  Majesty's 
court,  amongst  the  oppressive  labours  of 
the  law,  foreign  journies,  and  other  avo- 
cations ;  and,  upon  reflection,  I  have  be- 
come apprehensive  that  what  might  have 
pleased,  or  at  least  have  been  excused  in 
tumultuous  times,  may  now  ^ve  less 
-satisfaction,  and  even  o^nd  certain 
morose  persons.  For,  by  the  infirmity 
of  our  nature,  we  are  more  inclined  to  do 
ill,  than  to  hear  of  what  we  have  ill  done. 

It  is  the  first  law  of  history  to  fear  ] 
to  record  what  is  false,  and,  in  the  next 
place,  not  to  want  courage  in  relating  the 
truth.  And  I  can  affirm  that  I  have  taken 
sincere  pmns  to  discover,  to"  extricate,  to 
display  the  truth,  when  obscured  or  buried 
under  party  cpntentipns,  and  on  all  occa* 
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sioDfl  to  ddirer  It  with  unblefflidhed  integrw 
tj  to  poster!^.  I  should  hare  been  ashamed 
to  pitrraricate  in  a  cause  so  honorable, 
and  throngfa  an  absurd  aflectation  of  pro-* 
deuce,  do  injmtice  to  the  »ii^Iar  happi- 
ness of  your  Majesty's  times,  in  -wbicll 
every  one  »  allowed  to  tWnk  what  he 
pleases,  and  to  speak  what  be  thinks. 

4-  With  respect  to  myself,  1  trust  alt 
who  know  me  (and  1  have  tiot  Hved  lA 
obscurity)  know  how  far  I  am  ftom  dls-* 
nraulatioD.  Since,  by  your  Majesty's 
clemency,  we  hare  been  all  restored  td 
fevor,  I  have  utterly  discarded  all  seme  of 
any  private  injuries,  and  may,  with  justice, 
be  confident  that  no  person,  however  pre- 
judiced, will  accuse  me  of  want  of  candot 
and^temper,  in  all  that  relates  to  past  trans- 
actions. I  may  appeal  to  the  testimony 
of  those  very  persons,  whose  names  occbr 
often  in  these  books,  Who  have  always 
found  me  ready  to  do  tliem  all  honor- 
able servicf,  according  to  the  extent 
of  the  powers,  entrusted  to  me  by  your 
^lajcaty. 
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What  npr^Iat  jii^ged  onght  to  do  in^ 
SeterminiDg  of  the  fortunes  and  lives  of 
men,  that  I  bare  done  in  tliis  work,  in- 
terrogating myself  at  di^roit  times,  v/he* 
ther  or  not  any  personal  pique  might 
Operate  to  gi^'e  my  opinion  a  wrong  bias. 
I  have  sometimes  covered  the  faarshneu 
of  actions  with  gentle  expresBiona,  contt- 
nually  repressed  my  own  jud^ent,  and 
abstained  from  digr^8«uM)«.  Lastly  I  have 
flim^d  to  adcjuire  a  plain  and  simple  style; 
the  image  of  a  mind  averse  from  raitt 
and  (>stentatiou9  ornament,  equally  free 
from  asperity  and  adulaticm. 

In  return  1  request  of  my  readers  to  lay    . 
wide  private  prcjodicffl,  and  forbear  ttf 
decide  upon  my  history,  until  they  have 
perused  it  with  attention. 

The  undertaking  is  perhaps  beyond  my 
abilities ;  and  my  imperfections  will  be 
manifest  on  many  occasions.  But  the 
public  good,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  merit 
the  good  opinion  of  mine  own  age  and  of 
posterity  have  so  fer  prevailed,  that  I  had 
J 
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rather  be  thought  wanting  in  caution, 
than  in  my  affection  for  their  service.'  * 
-  I  am  not  so  much  in  pain  about  my 
fideU^,  of  which  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
scious. My  industry,  too,  has  been  such, 
as  will  perhaps  meet  with  indulgence 
from  your  Majesty,  and  the  candid  reader. 
But  what  unfortunately  constitutes,  the 
greatest  part  of  my  work,  will,  I  £ear» 
prove  offensive  and  unpalatable  to  many, 
who,  being  removed  (as  they  think)  from 
danger  in  their  own  persons,  war^f.  both 
feeling  and  justice,  in  estimatiog  the  cala- 
mities of  others. 

5.  I  allude  to  the  religious  ^dissensions 
which,  in  addition  to  other  e^ils,  have 
infested  this  corrupt  age.  This  malady 
has  for  a  century  afflicted  the  .Christian 
world,  and  will  continue  to  afflict  it,  unless 
seasonable  remedies,  and  therefore  differ- 
ent from  such  as  have  been  hitherto  usedi 
be  applied  by  those  whose  province  it  is. 

i!  Between  the  Romanists  aoi  Protestants. 
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Experience  has  taught  us,  that  fire  and 
sword,  exile  and  proscription,  rather  ini-. 
tate  than  heal  the  distemper,  that  has  its 
seat  in  the  mind.  These  only  affect  the 
body;  but  judicious  and  editying  doctrine, 
gently  instilled,  descends  into  the  heart 

Other  things  are  r^ulated  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  civil  ma^strate,  and  con- 
sequently of  the  sovereign.  Religion 
alone  is  not  subject  to  command,  but  is 
infused  into  well  prepared  minds  frohi  a 
pre^conceived  opinion  of  the  truth,  with 
the  concurrence  of  divine  grace.  Tor- 
tures have  no  influence  over  her:  in  fact, 
they  rather  tend  to  make  men  obstinate, 
than  to  subdue  or  persuade  them.  What 
the  stoics  boasted,  with  so  much  parade,  of 
their  wisdom,  applies  with  far  more  jus•^ 
tice  to  religion.  Affliction  and  pain  haro 
no  power  over  the  religious  man.  All 
misfortunes  are  overborne,  and  vanish 
before  the  virtuous  resolution,  which  that 
pre-conceived  opinion  inspires.  Confiding 
in  the  support  of  God's  grace,  he  is  con-f 
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tent  to  tufftr;  and  the  iUs„  to  yfhati  mor- 
tali^  is  liable,  he  takes  to  hinudf  without 
Coin[JainC 

He  knows  and  glories  in  his  fitrengtb, 
Tiet  the  executioner  stand  before  him ;  let 
him  prepare  tortures,  whet  the  knife>  and 
kindle  the  piki  he  will  still  pemerere: 
and  his  mind  will  dwell,  not  upon  what 
he  is  to  endure,  bnt  upon  the  part  whicl^ 
it  behoTCS  him  to  act  His  happiness  is 
within  bis  own  bosom,  and  whateret 
ttsails  him  outwardly  is  trivial,  and  onlj 
grazes  the  sur&ce  of  the  body^  Ereo 
Epicurus,  whom  other  philosophers  ac- 
cused of  impurity,  says  of  his  wise<^man, 
that,  if  burning  in  the  bull  of  Fhalaris, 
he  would  exclaim,  "  It  is  pleasant,  and 
does  not  afiect  me  in  the  least."  I^ow 
can  we  suppose  that  those  persons  had 
less  courage,  who  perished  by  torture,  a 
hundred  years  ^o,  for  their  religious 
opinions?  And  would  not  the  same  cause 
inspire  the  same  resolution,  in  times  ttf 
come? 
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Consider  the  conduct  of  one  of  them 
when  bound  to  the  stake.  He  began  with 
bended  kitees  to  sing  an  hynin,  regardless 
of  the  smoke  and  flames:  and  when  the 
executioner  would  have  set  fire  to  the 
pile  b^ind  him,  *'  Come  hither,"  saidh^ 
*'  and  kindle  it  before  my  face ;  if  I  coidd 
have  felt  any  dread,  I  should  have  avoided 
coming  to  this  place." 

Tortures  therefore  by  no  means  repress 
the  ardor  of  innovators  in  religion :  but 
their  minds  are  rather  hardened  by  them, 
to  su^r  and  attempt  more.  From  the 
a^es  of  those  who  perished,  others  arose; 
and  as  their  mimbers  encreased,  patient 
was  converted  into  fury.  TTjose  who 
had  been  suppliants  for  mercy,  began  t« 
«K]^tulate,  to  make  demands  with  ira* 
portunit^-:  those  who  had  fled  from  pa* 
nishment,  now  boldly  betook  themselves 
ta  anhs. 

France  has  now  witnessed  this  vi«ta* 
tion  for  forty  years,  and  the  Netherlands 
nearly  as  long.    The  evil  is  become  90 
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iggravated,  that  it  cannot  now  be  rooted 
out,  as  it  perhaps  m^ht  have  been  origi- 
naUy,  by  one  or  two  public  acts  of  pu- 
nishment. It  has  pervaded  whole  coun- 
tries, whole  nations*  and  in  ^ct  the  greater 
part  of  Europe:  and  now,  not  the  secular 
■rm  of  the  magistracy,  but  the  sword  of 
the  Lord  only  can  avail.  Mild  persuasion 
and  amicable  conference  may  still  cbnci-' 
liate  those,  whom  force  cannot  subdue. 
,  St;  Augustin  writing  to  Frocultanus,  one 
of  the  followers  of  Donatua,  Was  of  this 
mind,  and  even  entreated  the  Proconsul  of 
Africa  for  those  sectaries,  that  they  might 
not  be  put  to  death.  It  became,  he  said> 
■the  professors  of  the  true  religion,  never  to 
K(xde  from  the  purpose  of  overcoming 
evil  with  good.  He  tc\H  Csecilianus  that 
&naticism  is  a  tumor,  which  it  is  better  to 
suppress  by  terror,  than  forcibly  to  cut 
away.  And  in  his  celebrated  letter  t<^ 
cBoni^ee  is  this  passage.    *'Xn  cases  of 

c  Tribuae  with  authority  in  Africa.    St.  Augustin 
vtttwm  in  Africa  about  A.  D.  3M,  and  died  la  490. 
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serious  discussion,  wh^n  the  public  tr^n-^ 
quillity  Is  endat^et%d>  it  is  proper  to  re- 
lax from  severe  discipline,  and  to  inroke 
the  healing  influence  of  charity." 

This  opinion  was  ti^isCribed  mote  than 
once  Into'' Gntian's  decree.  The  milii 
and  {Hous  &ther,  averse  to  harsh  and  im- 
perious measures,  thought  more  was  gained 
by  teaching  than  commanding,  by  admo- 
nition.than  by  direats.  When  the  num- 
ber of  offenders  is  small,  he  admits  that  ri- 
gom- may  be  judicious:  but  then  It  should 
be  administered  with  evident  r^ret  and 
grief  pf  heart,  and  the  dread  of  puni^ment 
inculpated  firom  the  Scriptures;  that  so 

He  was  famoiii  for  his  genius,  and  volaminous  wri- 
tings, which  are  still  exUnt  ia  U:a  volumes  foUo.- 
Tbe  sect  of  the  Donatists  arose  m  Africa,  in  the  4th 
century,  in  ctHisequence  of  a  struggle  between  tb^ 
churches  for  the  election  of  4  Bishop.  Their  chief 
peculiar  tenet  consisted  in  pronouncing  all  churches 
but  their  own  impure  and  erroneous.  The  DonaU3t« 
(30  called  from  their  leader  Donatus)  opposed  thi; 
election  of  Cxcilianus,  probably  the  same  person, 
who  is  mentioned  in  the  text.  Sec  Fleury's  Ecclei. 
HisU  lorn.' 5,  p.  363  and  461,-.  ^ 

d  'Hie  Itbman  £inperbr. 
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the  magistrates  aoay  not  be  feared  ^ 
their  own  powCT.  but  God  tumsdf  ap- 
pear tenible  tn  their  minntratioo.  This 
he  says  in  his  letter  to  Bi^iop  '  Aureliiis. 

In  a  woni,  it  must  be  acknovrledged 
that  the  records  of  sacred  antiquity  a£}id 
no  example,  to  sanction  thet^pltal  puni^- 
m^t  of  heretics.  The  primitive  Cfaard^ 
abhorred  blood-ahed ;  and  if  it  sometimes 
to<^  place,  the  truly  pious  bishops  always 
expressed  a  aiocere  detestation  of  sudi 
ieveiity<  This  appeared  in  the  instance  of 
Feisciltian^aprracher  of  heretical  and  per^ 
mciotis  doctrine,  throughout  France,  aod^ 
cspeciaUj  in  Guioine.  Maximus,  \who, 
■titer  killing  Gratian  at  Lyons,  usurped  ^e 

*  Bishop  of  Carthage. 

fpriicillian  was  a  Spaniard  by  birth.  He  tnaiataia 
ei  the ManictieAD  errors,  with  some  alteration;  but 
hispeculiartefiet  was  "ThatU  is  lawful  foramanto 
make  false  oaths,  in  support  i  crests." 

S^  fleury,  torn.  4,  p.  4l3o  ai  .be  same 

wonis  with  Thuanus,  from  s.     Fqr 

aa  account  oFthts  ^rst  iHvit  the  base 

chkncter  of  Iihacius,  see  Mosheim,  voU  1.  p.  4C9, 
«Dd  Sulpicitit  Severua.  Ub.  9,  p.  448^  Lejrdep.  £d> 
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itmpire,  but  was,  in  other  respects,  a  good 
prince)  put  him  to  death  with  his  follow- 
ers at  Treves,  A.  D.  383  ;  although  St.  t 
Martin  had  drawn  apromisefi-om  him  that 
their  lires  should  be  spared,  and  had  ad- 
monished Itacius  and  others  to  desist  from 
instigating  the  Emperor  to  this  deed. 
The  rest  of  the  bishops  also  disallowed 
it ;  Itacius  withdrew  himself  for  fear  of 
scandal.  But  he  was  condemned  by  The- 
ognistus;  andSt.Martin,not  without  great 
difficulty,  and  upon  extreme  necessity, 
prevailed  upon  himself  to  hold  commu* 
nion  with  the  Itacian  faction;  St.  Am- 
brose, who  was  sent  (by  the  young  Empe- 
ror Valentinian,  brother  of  the  deceased 
Oratian)  to  Maximus  upon  that  account, 
testifies  in  his  relation,  that  when  at 
Treves,  he  forbore  any  intercourse  with 
those  bishops  who  communicated  with 
Itacius,  and  demanded  the  death  of  all 
who  went  astray  from  the  faith. 

C  The  truly  Apostolical  Bishop  of  Tours. 
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In  compliance  with  the  advice  ofthose 
furious  bishops.  Maxtmus  afiei^^rds  re- 
solved to  send  Inquisitors  into  Spain 
with  ftiU  power  to  try  Heretics,  and  de- 
prive the  guilty  of  life  and  estate.  But 
the  same  St.  Martin  by  his  importunity, 
extorted  a  repeal  of  this  decree.  This 
pious  man's  concern  extended  to  the  deli- 
verance, not  only  of  the  Christians,  who- 
»^)on  that  occasion  would  suffer  trouble, 
.  but  even  of  the  Heretics  themselves.  He 
foresaw,  that  such  a  storm,  if  not  diverted* 
would  end  in  the  dispersion  of  a  great 
niunber  of  holy  persons  ;  and  that  little 
discrimination  would  be  made»  when 
people  were  singled  out  by  sight  alone, 
and  judged  to  be  Heretics  by  the  paleness 
of  their  countenance,  or  the  singularity  of 
their  garb,  rather  than  by  any  peculiar 
profession  of  faith. 

After  the  death  of  Priscillian  what  oc- 
curred ?  The  heresy,  which  he  had  pro- 
pagated, fer  from  being  suppressed,  re- 
ceived strength,  and  spread  more  widely. 
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Those  who  had  honored  him  as  a  saint, 
now  Tenerated  him  as  a  martyr;  the 
bodies  of  die  slain  were  carried  back 
into  Spain,  and  their  iiinerals  celebrated 
with  pompous  obsequies.  Nay,  so  great 
was  the  superstition,  that  to  swear  by 
Priscitlian  was  considered  a  most  sacred 
obligation.  From  thence  a  strife  broke 
out  amongst  the  bishops  of  the  Galilean 
Church,  which  flalmed  for  fifteen  years, 
and  the  remains  of  it  were  with  difficulty 
extinguished  long  afterwards ;  the  fiock 
of  Qirist,  in  the  mean  time,  and  the  best 
men  being  every  where  exposed  to  scorn 
and  rf^roach. 

?.  I  never  read  the  account  of  those 
times  in  ''Sulpicius  Severus,  who  wrote 
the  transactions  of  that  age  with  equal 
elegance  and  fidelity,  but  the  scenes  of  my 
childhood  recur  to  my  mind,  during  the 


h  This  ecclesiastical  historian  flourished  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fifth  cen'tufy,  and  has  been  styled 
the  Chrisuaa  Saliusl. 

D  D  2 
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first  relJgiouB  commotimis  in  France.  At 
that  time  men  were  not  judged  by  tbor 
manners  or  the  innoceDf^^  of  their  past 
life,  but  suspect«l  ^m  their  countenances 
or  cloaks;  and  from  thence  marked  out 
by  the  eye  for  slaughter.  The  flaming 
aeal,  the  malignity  of  £ictionSj  tore  the 
kingdom  to  pieces,  and  endangered  rdi- 
gioa  itself,  wlule  our  rulers  added  not  a 
little  to  these  evils  by  partiality,  fear,  in- 
constancy, lethargy,  sloth,  and  arrogance. 
8.  From  the  xn  of  St.  Martin  down- 
wards, m<»e  lenity  has  been  shewn  to 
schismatics.  They  hare  su&red  banish- 
ment, or  pecuniary  mulcts,  but  their  lires 
have  always  been  spared.  In  the  year 
1060,  when  thefoUowcrs  of  'Berengahus 
spread  his  doctrine  in  some  part  of  the 
Netherlands,  Bruno,  Archbishop  of  Treves, 
contented  himself  with  expelling  them 
from  his  diocese. 


■  Bcreogaiius  denied    the  real  presence   in   the 
Eucharist. 
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This  mild  system  prcv^led  till  the  time 
of  the ''  Vaudois.  Persecution  had  then 
no  effect ;  but  the  wound  rankled  under 
this  improper  treatment.  The  number  of 
sectaries  daily  encreased;  complete  armies 
were  raised  by  their  party ;  and  at  length, 
a  crusade,  no  less  important  than  that 
which  our  ancestors  headed  against  the 
Saracens,  was  decreed  ag^nst  them. 
What  ensued  ?  They  were  defeated,  put 
to  flight,  slmn,  spoiled  of  property  and 
honors,  but  they  were  not  so  convinced  of 
their  error  as  to  be  brought  to  a  sound- 
mind.  By  arms  they  defended  them- 
selves— by  arms  they  were  subdued,  and, 
fleeing  into  Provence,  and  the  Alps  bor- 
dering upon  France,  found  there  an  asy- 


k  Peter  WaMui,  an  opulent  merchant  of  Lyons, 
founded  this  Sect,  A.  D.  11^0.  Having  procured  a 
transUtion  of  tlie  gospels,  he  from  thence  discovered 
the  degeneracy  of  the  prevailing  religion.  He  denied 
the  Pope's  supremacy,  and  his  tenets  were,  in  other 
respects,  similar  to  those  wbigh  Lttther  afterw»rd» 
promulgated. 


:.bv'GoogIe 


40t>  THEFREFACK 

lum  for  their  Uyes  and  opinions.  Part 
retired  to  Calabria,  and  kept  themseliveai 
there  even  till  the  pontificate  of '  Pius  IV". 
Some  passed  into  Germany,  and  othqrs. 
found  a  refuge  in  England.  From  the 
remnant  of  this  sect,  John  Wicliff  is  sup-, 
posed  (o  hare  sprung.  He  taught  long  at 
Oxford ;  and,  about  three  hundred  years; 
ago,  after  many  reli^ous  contentions, 
died  there  a  natu^l  death.  Thp  ^ular 
punishment  only  afiected  his  dead  body; 
and,  long  after  his  decease^  his  bones  yrer? 
publicly  burnt. 

Q.  A  succession  of  contents  continued 
until  our  own  age,  in  which,  after  an  im- 
happy  attempt  at  punishment,  what  began 
in  dissension  terminated  in  opert  v^ar  and 
revolt  in  Germany,  England,  and  France, 
A  schism  being  thus  made  and  confirmed, 
and  too  long  neglected  by  those  whtx 
could  and  ought  to  have  remedied  it,  it  is 
uncertain  whether  the  public  tranquillity, 

'  >  A.D.  1566. 
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or  relij^on  itself,  has  been  the  greater  suf- 
ferer. 

I  do  not  wish  to  revive  the  old  question 
of  punishing  heretics.  That  controversy 
would  ill  suit  my  time  of  life  or  condi- 
tion. But  I  am  desirous  to  shew  that 
those  princes  have  acted  with  prudence, 
and,  conformably  to  the  institutions  of 
the  ancient  church,  who  have  judged  it 
right  to  appease  religious  contests  even 
upon  disadvantageous  terms,  rather  than 
suppress  them  by  force  of  arms. 

"  Ferdinand,  a  wise  prince,  observed 
this. '  From  experience  in  important  and 
dangerous  wars  under  his  brother,  Charles 
V.  in  Germany,  he  learnt  that  hostilities 
against  the  Protestants  always  failed  of 
success.  As  soon  as  he  entered  upon  his  , 
auspicious  reign,  he  secured  the  peace  of 
religion  by  a  solemn  decree;  and  confirm- 
ed it  by  repeated  sanctions.    Considering 


■"  King  of  Hungary,  an((  afterwards  successor  ta 
^iiarle^  y.  on  the  imperial  throne. 
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that  the  interests^  of  religion  were  most 
advanced  by  friendly  discussions  (of  which 
inethod  be  had  nude  frequent  trials  at  the 
diets  holden  under  his  brother  at  Batisboii 
andWorms).  A  little  before  his  death,  after 
the  close  of  the  coundl  of  Trent,  he  de-- 
sired  to  givesatislaction  to  the  Protestants, 
who  had  not  repaired  to  it,  and  designed, 
by  the  advice  of  bis  son  Maximilian,  a 
most  prudent  prince,  to  Institute  a  new 
conference  with  them.  For  this  purpose  he 
selected  George  Cassander,  a  learned  anij 
moderate  man,  who  was,  in  an  amicable 
manner,  to  reconsider  the  controverted 
articles  of  the  Augustan  confession  with 
the  pastors  of  the  other  party.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  ill  health  of  this  excellent 
man,  and  the  precipitate  deaths  pf  him 
and  Ferdinand,  deprived  Germany  of  the 
happy  fruits,  which  might  bavc  been  ex- 
jwcted  from  these  pl^ns. 

The  nobles  of  Poland,  after  the  ex- 
9,niple  of  the  Germans,  followed  the  samp 
Cpufse  afterward^  in  their  republic. 
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Emuiuel  Philibert,  indeed,  Duke  of 
Savoy,  when,  under  favor  of  the  peace 
-concluded  with  France,  he  had  trained 
the  possession  of  his  ancient  dominions, 
whether  to  raise  his  reputation  in  Italy,  or 
to  gratify  others  even  at  his  own  expense, 
invcdved  himself  in  a  ruinous  contest  with 
the  "  ConvaUenscs,  But,  perceiving  his 
error,  he  amended  it  by  timely  repent- 
ance, allowed  the  people,  otherwise  in- 
nocent, reli^ous  freedom,  and  never  after- 
wards disturbed  it. 

xo.  The  prepress  of  events  brings  me 
pow  to  our  own  times :  and  I  am  pre- 
paring to  handle  a  sore,  barely  to  touch 
■  which,  I  fear,  will  be  to  my  prejudice, 
put  since  I  have  entered  on  this  topic,  I 
will  dismijs  it  in  one  word,  and  ingenu- 
ously say,  (under  your  Majesty's  reigq 
this  may  be  done)  that  war  is  not  the  le- 
gitimate mode  of  removing  schism  ftoro 
the  cbiirch, 

'  The  remnant  of  the  Vaudois,  or  Waldense*,  nt« 
brtiting  Ihe'valleyi  of  PifdnwiH. 
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Is  it  not  true  that  the  Protestants 
amongst  us,  whose  credit  and  numbers 
6unk  every  day  during  peace,  always  gain- 
ed Btrengtb  in  the  midst  of  arms  and 
discord  ?  •■  And  cert^nly  the  fomenters 
of  these  bloody  contests,  (so  often  under- 
taken—so often  compromised)  whether 
actuated  by  mistaken  zeal,  or  by  private 
views,  have  committed  a  most  pernicious 
OTor  to  the  misfortune  of  France,  and  the 
ha2ard  of  religion.  Whv  should  I  say 
more  ?  The  facts  speak  loudly  for  them- 
selves. After  various  disturbances,  and 
the  consequent  sacking  of  innumerable 
cities,  the  peace  of  03,  like  the  sun  break-; 
ing  forth  after  storms,  diffiased  a  serene 
calm  throughout  the  land.  How  joyful 
was  that  interval  of  four  years  to  all  good 
men,  bythe  security  of  religion,  and  the 

o  Father  Paul  computes  that  in  the  Netherlands 
llone  50,000  persons  perished  by  dtRV^Q^  lortureK, 
for  Ihp  ^ake  of  religioft.  And  he  subjoins,  that  the 
progress  of  xhe  new  opinions  was  rather  forwarde4 
than  checked  by  ^^)e  precautions. 
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care  of  a  most  upright  ^judge  in  framing 
those  excellent  laws,  of  which  France 
will  never  have  reason  to  repent.  But 
our  good  fortune  declined ;  we  began  to 
grow  weary  of  the  public  safety,  so 
well  settled  by  those  laws,  and  reject- 
ing pacific  councils ;  inclined  to  a  war, 
which  proved  fatal,  not  only  to  us,  but 
in  the  end  to  those  who  have  advised  it. 
The  persons  I  allude  to  will  be  known- 
by  those,  who  are  acquainted  with  what 
passed  at  the  unfortunate  conference  of 
iBayonne.  From  that  time,  deluded  by 
foreign  intrigues,  we  bent  our  thoughts  to 
artifice  and  hostility.     At  that  juncture 


P  The  Chancellor  de  I'Hopital  is  probably  meant, 
q  In  1964,  Charles  IX.  then  about  fourteen 
years  of  age,  was  taken  by  his  mother,  Cathcrino 
de  Medicis,  through  the  different  provinces  of  hit) 
kingdom.  At  Bayonne  they  met  the  King  and 
Queen  of  Spain,  and  there  it  is  thought  a  scheme 
was  formed  by  Catherine  and  the  Dulte  of  Alva,  an(l 
the  Guises,  to  extirpate  the  heads  of  the  Protestant 
party.      See  Hiune,  Elizabeth,  ch.  39. 
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also  the  Duke  of  Alva  was  sent  into  the 
Netherlands  with  a  powerful  army,  after 
the  abdication  of  'Ma^aret  of  Parma, 
who  bad  governed  those  provincss  with 
the  greatest  moderation.  He  carried  fire 
aXMl  sword  with  him ;  built  citadels  in  all 
places  ;  gave  a  death  blow  to  Uberty  by 
the  impositiott  of  unusual  taxes:  in  a 
word,  every  thing  was  thrown  into  confu- 
^OQ ;  and  the  most  opulent  cities,  op- 
pressed by  an  intolerable  yoke,  wasted 
away,  like  strong  bodies  drained  of  nutri- 
ment. These  cruel  and  headstrong  mea- 
sures were  followed  by  the  despair,  and 
lastly,  by  the  revolt  of  the  people ;  and,  in 
'the  issue,  the  chief  and  most  considerable 
part  of  the  provinces,  and  that  which  was 

'  Margaret,  DucbeES  of  Parma,  natural  daughter 
of  Charlea  V.  arul  sister  to  Philip  11.  King  of  Spain, 
by  whom  the  was  appointed  F^ent  of  the  Netherlands, 
in  1560.  After  endeavouring  to  check  the  peraecv 
tion  of  the  unfortunate  people,  she  reaigned  in  1>69. 
The  merciless  tyranny  of  the  Duke  of  Alva  followed, 
at  the  command  of  the  bigoted  Philip, 
1 
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most  commodious  for  navigation,  (wluch 
is  their  great  support)  separated  itself  from 
the  rest.  It  is  now  governed  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  states,  and  has  long  carried 
on  warvrith  success,  not  only  against  the 
other  part,  but  against  the  combined  force 
of  Spain. 

Francis  Baldwin  of  Arras,  a  celebrated 
civilian  of  our  ^e,  had  long  before  ad- 
vised the  chief  lords  ot  the  Netherlands 
to  present  a  petition  to  Philip  in  behalf  of 
the  Protestants ;  that  the  severity  of  capi- 
tal punishments  and  of  the  Inquisition 
might  be  remitted.  He  had  also  vi^ritten 
a  book  in  French,  proving  that  by  confer- 
«ices  and  an  impartial  distribution  of 
justice  to  dissenters,  religious  controver- 
sies might  be  brought  to  a  better  conclu- 
sion than  by  violence  and  arms.  If  they 
proceeded  in  these  measures,  he  foretold 
that  the  power  of  the  Protestants,  at  that 
time  feeble  and  dispersed,  would  be  con- 
centrated, and  war  and  defection  would 
succeed  to  verbal  contentions* 
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This  presage  of  a  Fleming,  concern- 
ing nemisb  affiurs,  I  more  willingly 
relate  to  your  M^eaty,  because,  after 
havii^  embraced  the  Protestant  faith 
in  the  b^inning  of  life,  he  was  induced, 
by  a  diligent  perusal  of  the  fathers  to 
change  his  opinions.  But  instead  of  being 
transported  (as  is  the  general  case)  with 
implacable  hatred  towards  those  whom  he 
bad  left,  be  preserved  constant  modera- 
tion, and  affordcdasignal  lesson  to  thbage 
of  Chnstian  charity.  From  a  sense  of  bis 
own  error  he  felt  compassion  forothei's,' 
and  took  all  pains  that  the  oiTerices 
committed  through  rashness  and  a  love 
of  novelty,  might  be  industriously  correct- 
ed by  reviving  the  memory  of  sounder 
antiquity.  Returning  from  Germany  into 
France,  be  easily  gained  the  approbation 
of  your  most  serene  '  father  to  his  equally 
prudent  and  pious  proposal,  and  held  an 
honourable  place  in  his  family  ;  being  ad- 
mitted sometimes  to  council,  and  intrust- 

'  Anthony  de  6ourbon> 
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ed  with  the  tuition  of  your  Majesty's  na- 
tural brother. 

1 2.  Away  tlterefore  with  those  irhper-* 
tinent  boasts  in  which  "some  persons  have 
indnlged  thransdves  to  tl:^  scandal  of  the 
French  name,  because  they  have  admitted 
no  peace  with  Heretics.     O  the  extraor-  ■ 
dinary  love  which  they  bear  to  religion ! " 
—Admirable  counsellors,    behold    your 
triumph  in  the  loss  of  many'  flourishing- 
provinces,  behold  it  in  the  wreck  of  your 
estates  miserably  swallowed  up  with  them,  • 
and  lament  over  your  own  work. t— How' 
glad    would  these  persons  now  be  to 
adopt  wisdom  from  our  example,  which  ■ 
then  they  so  artfiiUy  pretended  to  detest  ? 
At  what  price  would  th&y  not  redeem  the  ; 

*  It  is  probable  that  France  would  have  beea  ia  &: 
more  deplorable  situation,  than  when  the  English 
possessed  one  half,  and  the  nobles  separately  tyran- 
nized over  the  other.  The  Duke  ofMayenne  bad  Bur- 
gundy, the  Duke  of  Guise  Rhcims,  and  part  of 
Champagne,  the  Duke  of  Mercoeur  ruled  in  Brittany,  ' 
&c. — See  Voltaire,  Hist.  Gen.  torn.  4,  p.  360. 
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mste  of  80  many  yean,  inthecqune  of 
which,  by  judidous  policy,  the  common 
enemies  of  ■Christendom  might  have  been 
expeDed  with  equal  gloiy  and  advantage, 
out  of  Hwigary  and  both  the  Mauritanias. 
13.  But  I  am  not  without  apprehen- 
sion, that  impartial  judges  may  discover 
in  us  that  imprudence,  of  which  we  com- 
plain in  the  present  instance.  Intempe- 
rate zeal,  or  pernicious  counsels,  gave 
occasion  on  our  part  to  the  most  grievous 
excesses.  Cities  were  sacked,  churches 
(which  the  rage  of  the  first  commotions 
had  spared)  rased  to  the  ground,  and  pro- 
vinces desolated.  Enmity  and  suspicion, 
which  had  been  appeased  by  the  short 
interval  of  tranquillity,  were  on  all  sides 
inflamed,  and  arms  laid  down  only  to  be 
resumed  with  fiercer  animosity.    Tet  after 


•  The  Turks  bad  greatly  extended  their  power,  under 
llbt  mighty  Sultan  Solyman  in  Hungary,  and  under 
Bfttbarosu  and  Hascen  in  Africa.  See  Robertson's 
hiatory  «t  Chailes  V.  nnder  ifae  year  1041. 
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all  these  things  "pfeaoe  was  at  length  con- 
cluded again,  and  the  more  joy  it  pro- 
duced, with  so  iriuchgfeater  iniquity  (may 
it  be  buried  in  eternal  oblivion! )  was  it 
violated  by  the  'massacre,  two  years 
after;  in  which  you,  Sire,  whoni  God 
had  long  before  destined  to  be  the  restorer 
of  France,  narrowly  escaped  destruction. 
To  those  who  escaped  this  ^Caphareus; 
within  the  space  of  two  years  other  rocks 
occurred,  upon  which  the  same  impru- 
dence suffered  shipwreck.  The  wrath  of 
God  tarried  but  little,  and  inflicted  ven- 
geance on  an  offending  land  by  the  death 
of  a  generous  Prince,'  who  erred  more  by 

°  IaI569.  From  1548.10  1569 — during  the  reign* 
of  Henry  II.  Francis  II.  and  Chartee  IX.  the  most 
dreadful  civil  wars  raged  in  France. 

'  It  took  place  on  St,  Barlbolomew't  day,  August 
fi4th,  r57«. 

y  A  dangerous  rock,  on  the  Euboean  shore,  where 
part  of  the  Grecian  navy  was  wrecked,  on  its  return 
from  Troy.    £uboic»  cautcs,  ultorque  Caphareus. 

Virg.jEn.  11,260. 

I  Charles  IX.  died  in  1574,  May  30th,  in  the  S4th 
year  of  hn  age,  and  ibc  utb  of  his  rciga.    Hit  blood 
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die  &iik  of  otbei^.  than  bj  any  evil  pco- 
penflit/  of  hisowo.  What  was  the  ccmi- 
duct  of  his  sococMor  ?  *  Upon  his  return 
from  Pdaod,  n^ectii^  tbe  salataiy  coon- 
sds  of  the  Empenw  MaximUian,  and  tbe 
Venetian  Senate,  (bf  i^om  he  was  eaba- 
tained  in  his  journey)  he  began  his  rdgn 
with  a  war.  whidt  they  ilissuaded,  and 
which  the  Protestants  humbly  deprecated 
at  his  hands.  He  had  Idsureto  repent  of 
these  measures,  and*  diree  years  al^er* 
wards,  Iramcd  die  edict  of  pacification, 
vriudi  he  was  accustomed  to  call  peculi- 
arly his  own.  For  seven  years  there  was 
•  profound  peace,  with  only  soipe  few 
accidental  interruptions  ftom  tiie  ravages 
'of  the  soldiery.  Then  certain  persons, 
impatient  of  rest,    and    provoked    that 

iuucd  through  all  bia  pores,  an  extraordinary  maltdy, 
Mcauoncd,  it  it  said,  fnm  a  vitiatna  of  tbe  liver,  by 
blowing  tbe  bora  cwutantly  it)  huatiog.  CaAcriM 
de  Medicii,  hti  tnother,  niece  of  Pope  ClsmcBt  VII. 
was  tbe  chief  of  hiicTilcouotetlors. 

•  Henry  III.  of  the  braooh  of  Valoif.     He  bad 
becaditKoktnc  of  Poland.        ,  \ 
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the  country,  from  its  flourisbing  state. 
should  be  able  to  dispense  with  their 
services,  excited  at  ^n  unseasonable  time 
a  mortal  war.  The  ill-advised  >>  King>  by 
a  fatal  blindness,  stt^rcd  himself  to  b« 
forced  into  it  by  his  courtiers ;  and  the 
peril,  which  was  at  first  directed  in  up* 
pearance  against  your  Majesty,  aftep> 
wards  recoiled  on  himself. 

My  mind  shudders  at  the  recollection 
of  the  detestable  ^parricide,  which  will  be 
an  eternal  disgrace  to  the  French  nam^ 
and  which  ended  in  the  infamy  of  tho«e 
who  rejoiced  in  it.  It  would  haTC  in- 
volved the  kingdom  and  lili^oo  itsdf 
in  inextricable  ruin,  unless  Providence^ 
.  (always  watching  over  our  safety)  b^ 
reserved  your  Majesty  to  be  our  deliverer. 

b  Henry  III.  was  at  first  seduced  to  join  the  lengVM 
against  (he  Protestants,  but  afterwards  united  with 
the  King  of  Navarre,  when  tht  Dulce  of  Ouise  was 
discovered  to  be  timiog  at  the  Uiront. 

^  Htnry  III.  wa*  assaatinated  the  isibof  Anguft, 
1»B9,  by  James   Clement,  «  fanatic  monk,  it  u 
thought  by  the  instigation  of  the  Le^ue. 
££3 
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You.  9in,'  stood  forth  the  pillar  of  the 
tottering  state;  and  hy  your  virtue 
stopped  the  preciptCatc  course  of  public 
calamity,  which  bore  all  before  it,  like 
a  wheel  rolling  down  a  steep  descent. 

Your  Majesty  afforded,  in  your  own 
person,  an  illustrious  proof  of  the  truth  of 
what  I  have  stated,  that  though  all  other 
things  are  subject  to  human  laws,  religion 
cannot  becommanded.  During  all  the  cala- 
mities with  which  you  had  struggled  from 
a  child  in  the  midst  of  those  civil  wars,  in 

.  which  you.  had  been  surrounded  by  many 
hostile  armies  at  the  same  time  ;  during  so 
many  defeats,  partly  given  and  partly  re* 
caved  (for  to  conquer  and  be  conquered 
-were.thcn  equally  disastrous)  you  always 
■persisted  in  your  resolution^  and  bravely 
maintained  your  ground,  unshaken  by 
allurements  or  terror.     But  at  the  mo- 

,  raent  when  you  perceived  all  things  yield- 
ing to  your  merit,  you  voluntarily  com- 
plied with  the  entreaties  of  your  friends ; 
and  submitting    to  be  arrested    in   the 
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career  of  victory,  .with  the  concurrence  of 
the  Divine  Grace,  devoted  yourself  to  the 
religion  of  your  ancestors.** 

15.  Your  Majesty  then  exerciaed  that 
moderation  and  lenity,  the  benefit  of 
which  you  had  in  your '  own  person  ex- 
perienced. The  edicts  published  against 
the  Protestants,  contrary  to  the  will  of 
your  predecessor,  were  revoked,  and  after 
making  peace. at  home  and  abroad  with 
great  honor,  you  confirmed  two  decrees 
successively  made  in  .their  fevor  by 
a  third,  which  reinstated  them  in  their 
estates  and  good  name.  Many  were  ad- 
vanced to  the  first  places  of  dignity  :  and 
you  judged  that  thus  concord  would  be 
more  coirimodiously  cemented,  and  the 
ferment  in  the  minds  of  men  subsidiogi 
the  clouds  of  passion  and  prejudice  would 
disperse,  and  they  would  discern  -what  is 
the  best,  that  is,  the  most  ancient  religious 
constitution. 

^  Henry  renounce^  'he  Proteilant  re  ligipn,  July 
S5tb,  1593, 
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10.  Of  old  the  good  fathers  of  the 
churdi  actfld  thus,  towards  those  who 
went  astray  in  cotuequenoe  of  ck;praved 
opinions,  or  inflamed  by  secret  rancour, 
that  they  might  »hew  themselves  to  be 
inftuepced  bj  ciiarity,  not  by  a  desire  of 
eooqaest  St.  Augustin  every  where 
calls  the  Pelagians  brethren:  Optatu8> 
Bishop  of  MUevi,  stiles  the  Donatists 
hrethren.  Before  them  St.  Cyprian  de- 
dared  it  to  be  bis  wish,  study,  and  advice, 
that,  if  posuble,  none  of  the  brttkren 
might  perish;  and  that  the  Church>  a 
joyful  mother,  might  enfold  all  her  ac- 
cordant sons  in  one  embrace. 

17.  Many  who  differ  from  us  are  se* 
cretly  resolved  (to  use  the  very  words  of 
St.  Augustin),  to  come  baclt.  again,  when 
the  storm  shall  be  passed.  But,  if  it  con- 
tinues, or  if  they  fear  that  their  tetum  may 
occauon  another,  and  perhaps  a  worse  ca- 
hmity,  they  will  naturally  retain  a  diapo- 
ritiontohelp  the  weaker  part,  and  defend 
to  death   (without  resorting  to  separate 
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conventicles)  the  known  doctrine  of  the 
Catbolic  Church.  For  the  sake  of  the 
Charch's  peace*  they  will  bear  patiently 
injuries  and  insults  ;  and  give  an  sample 
with  what  affection  and  sincerity  of  cha-* 
rity  God  oi^ht  to  be  served. 

18.  Taught,  theref<M"e,  by  experience, 
and  your  Majesty's  example,  I  have  ab- 
stuned  fi*om  opprobrious  language,  and 
have  always  made  honorable  mention  of 
the  Protestants,  especially  those  who  ex* 
Celled  in  learning.  Neither  have  I  con^ 
cealed  the  faults  of  our  own  party ;  for  t 
think,  as  the  best  men  have  « thought,  that 
the  manifold  heresies,  which  agitate  the 
world  at  this  day,  have  ^thered  strength. 


'  "  It  would  have  been  easy  to  restrain  the  Pro- 
■tesUnts.  Such  had  been  always  the  advice  of  the 
wisest  beadt,  of  such  men  as  a  Chancellor  de  L'Ho- 
piul,  a  Paul  de  Foix,  a  Christopher  de  Thon  (father 
of  the  historiaa  who  luiitei  eloquence  and  veracity), 
of  a  Pibric,  a  Haiiey.  But  the  favorites  thought  to 
gain  by  the  war,  and  promoted  it.'*  Voltaire,  Hist. 
Gea.voI.4,p.  SS8. 
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not  more  from  the  malice  and  intrigues  of 
their  supporters,  than  from  our  vices. 

1 0.  By  one  mode  both  these  evils,  the 
error  of  dissenters  and  the  vices  of  our 
own  people,  may  be  provided  against: 
namely,  by  banishing  the  scandalous  prac- 
tice of  corrupdon  from  church  and  state* 
and  bestowing  the  direction  of  spiritual 
matters  upon  men  of  piely,  erudition,  and 
approved  morals,  who  have  already  given 
proofs  of  moderation  and  prudence  :  by 
giving  virtue  its  due  rcwa.d,  and  by  con- 
ferring honors,  not  through  favor  or  pur- 
chase, not  upon  novices,  but  on  men  of 
tried  integrity,  who  fear  God  and  detest 
covetousness,  and  come  recommended  by 
merit  alone. 

When  the  good  and  bad  are  indiscrimi- 
nately admitted  to  equal  advantages,  no 
peace  can  have  long  duration :  no  state 
but  must  fall  to  decay,  if  the  govemora 
cannot  discern  between  honest  and 
wicked  men,  and  (according  to  the  pro- 
verb) suffer  those  advantages  to  be  inter- 


ne bvGoogIc 


OFTHUANUS.  425 

cepted  hy  drones>  which  ought  to  be  en- 
joyed by  thfe  industrious  bees. 
.  Nothing  is  so  prejudicial  to  the  duty, 
"which  wci  who  hold  any  magistracy  or 
idffice  of  trust,  owe  to  God,  and,  after  God, 
to  yowr  Majesty  and  the  people  submitted 
to  your  rule,  as  a  lust  of  sordid  lucre. 
From  hence,  if  we  at  first  derive  our 
commissions,  It  may  well  be  feared,  that 
we  shall  in  time  be  entirely  devoted  to 
this  base  passion,  and  that  mercenary 
traffic  will  be  the  pole-st^  of  our 
thoughts;  till,  blinded  by  avarice,  we 
cast  off  ^1  honesty,  and  violate  our  fide- 
lity to  God  and  man.  Covetousness  is  a 
wild  head-strong  beast,  neither  to  be 
endured  nor  satiated.  Add  to  the  im- 
mense wealth  of  France  the  goldea 
mountains  of  Persia,  and  the  treasures  of 
both  the  Indies,  all  would  fail  to  satisfy  its 
ravenpus  appetite. 

Vices  know  no  mean ;  they  rush  bead^ 
Jong  in  their  career,  nor  cease  but  with 
Wtter  ejttjnctioq. 
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On  the  cotibttrj,  Tirtne  (ftccorditig  to 
the  saying  of  Simonides)  is  like  A  cube, 
compact  and  steady  to  resist  every  motnm 
of  fbrtnne»  and  all  human  vicissitudes.' 
Self-balanced  and  content,  she  accom- 
modates herself  to  nature  (which  diversi- 
fies the  conditions  of  mankind),  and  pre- 
serves the  temper  of  the  soul  £ree  and 
nncontaminated. 

If  proper  hobor  and  value  be  assigned 
to  this  quality,  vdiich  forms  the  cbai^c- 
ters  I  have  been  describing,  there  vnll  be 
enough  to  bestow  on  the  deserving,  with- 
out burden  to  the  treasuiy,  and  with  dle- 
viation  to  the  people. 

20.  That  the  same  may  take  place  in 
the  Church,  if  it  is  not  your  M^esfy's  pro- 
vince absolutely  to  efect,  yet  is  it  an 
object  worthy  of  royal  solicitude,  to  press, 
to  entreat,  to  interpose  your  authority 
with  those  whose  business  it  is,  tfaat  it  be 
not  neglected.  O  may  your  Majesty 
make  tha  new  field  of  glory  your  own ; 
and  reflect  that  we  cannot  hope  long  td 
I 
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enjoy  these  happy  mom«its  of  ease>  the 
gift  of  God>  utileas  we  heartily  apply  oar- 
fielves  to  minify  his  honor,  and  to  com- 
pose reli^ouft  diBEensions. 

21.1  seem,  perhaps,  to  propose  &  peat 
matter,  and,  in  the  judgment  of  $ome> 
(who  through  love  of  the  present,  hate 
to  think  of  salutary  provisions  for  the 
future)  not  hastily  at  this  time  to  foe  un-^ 
dertaken.  But  of  great  cares  great  is  the 
reward;  and  superior  getuus,  such  as 
Heaven  _  has  bestowed  upon  your  Ma- 
jesty, is  not  to  be  occupied  by  trities. 

Certjunly  after  the  stop  «  put  to  the  li- 
centiousness of  profusion  and  rapacity,  and 
the  proportioning  every  man's  domestie 
expense  to  his  circumstances  (upon  which 
accounts  France  owes  and  will  still  con- 
tinue to  owe  more  to  your  Majesty,  than 
can  be  expmsed)  you  can  attempt  no* 
thing  moie  becoming  the  high  station  you 
adorn,  than  the  reduction  of  the  civil  and 

*  The  prosecutioQ  of  extortioners,  and  those  guiity 
of  embezzling  the  public  money.  Sec  SitHy's  Me- 
moirs, lib.  SI.  anao,  1605. 
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^jritual  laws  (which  the  intestine  trou- 
bles of  so  many  years  have  thrown  into 
confusion)  to  order  and  regularity.  These 
fruits  will  follow,  that,  the  divine  wrath 
being  pacified,  by  the  cordial  labours  of 
Bishops  and  Magistrates  in  their  several 
functions,  truth  will  prevail  over  false- 
hood, candor  and  sincere  charity  over  de- 
ceit and  hypocrisy,  and  the  laws  oyer  cove- 
tousness  and  luxury,  wluch  two  opposite 
vices  an  age  perverse  in  wickedness  has 
contrived  to  unite.  Good  morals  vnll 
flourish  with  chastity  and  modesty*  which 
have  been  hitherto  exposed  to  ridicule ; 
in  fine,  merit  being  restored  to  its  due  ho- 
nor* the  value,  lustre,  and  influence  of 
money  will  be  seen  to  decrease. 

This  is  your  Majesty's  wish,  for  I  have 
beard  you  declare,  that  you  would  pur- 
chase such  felicity  to  the  kingdom  evea 
with  the  loss  of  your  limbs.  This  is  the 
wish  of  all  your  Majesty's  true  friends  j 
and  such  are  my  sentiments  concerning 
the  welfare  of  "the  country. 
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22.  If  I  have  expatiated  with  freedom 
and  at  length  on  this  topic,  your  M^esty 
will  r^rd  with  indulgence  a  modest  man, 
and  one  educated  In  that  liberty,  the  res- 
toration of  which  we  owe  to  your  Ma- 
jesty. I  thought  it  expedient  at  the  be-' 
ginning  of  my  work  to  guard  against  ca- 
lumny, and  to  soften  malignity,  and  trust 
this  will  be  my  excuse  for  detaining  your 
Majesty  with  a  long  discourse. 

23.  Ithoughtthat whathasbeenalready 
said,  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the 
excuse  or  vindication  of  my  work  ;  but 
behold  I  am  admonished  by  my  friends,- 
that  there  are  not  wanting  persons,  who 
will  contend,  that  an  exact  enumeration 
of  particulars  relating  to  our  liberties,  ihi- 
munities,laws,  and  rightSi  might  well  have 
been  spared  ;  and  say  that  it  will  not  tend 
so  much  to  your  Majesty's  dignity,  and  that 
of  the  realm,  as  to  the  injury  of  others. 

To  all  such  my  answer  is  ready,  and  it 
shall  be  brief.  To  use  many  words 
would  seem  an    affectation  of  fighting 
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with  shadows,  bat  to  be  qnite  silent  nught 
give  a  handle  to  malerideiit  censure. 

The  education  I  received  from  my 
lather,  (an  excellent  man,  as  is  well 
known,  and  very  tenacious  of  the  old  re- 
ligion); the  traditionaiy  lesson,  if  I  maj 
so  speak,  delivered  ^m  my  grandfather 
and  great*grand&ther,  an  dmy  own  dispo- 
ntion  upon  taking  a  part  in  public  a^rs  ; 
all  have  concurred  to  make  the  love  of  my 
country,  next  to  reverence  of  the  supreme 
Bdng,  the  strongest  passion  of  my  heart. 
I  do  not  put  in  competition  vpith  it  pri- 
vate afiections,  and  private  gratifications. 
I  entirely  adopt  the  sentiment  of  the  ui- 
cients,  that  our  country  is  a  second  God, 
and  the  laws  of  our  country  other  deities. 
Whoever  tiolates  them,  whatever  color  of 
piety  be  may  assume,  is  sacrilegious,  and  a 
parricide. 

These  rights,  these  laws,  are  the  foun- 
dation upon  which  France  hasrused  her- 
self to  her  present  extent  of  dominion,  and 
eminence  of  grandeur. 
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If  there  fee  any  (and  I  wish  there  were 
not)  who  wvuld  by  degrees  subvert  tbete 
by  mines  and  secret  engines,  aware  that 
open  force  would  not  avail,  we  should 
not  be  good  citizens,  we  &hoiUd  be  un- 
worthy of  the  name  trf"  Frenchmen,  if  wc 
did  not  make  resistance  unto  death. 

It  is  the  Toicc  of  our  ancestors,  men 
eminent  for  piety,  that  the  preservation  erf 
the  laws  is  the  heavenly  pledge  of  public 
safety,  the  palladium  of  our  country. 
While  we  keep  it  in  custody,  we  may  defy 
foreign  machinations ;  but  if  it  be  lost, 
we  are  no  loiter  secure.  If  through  our 
cowardice  or  remissness  this  should  ever 
be  stolen,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  robber, 
another  Ulysses  skilled  in  Grecian  wilei,  , 
will,  by  subornii^  some  Sinon,  introduce 
into  Fraucc  a  fatal  hor^e  pregnant  wiA 
foreign  scalers.  Then  will  this  most 
flourishing  part  of  Europe  be  laid  waste 
by  a  conflagration,  like  that  which  level- 
led Troy  with  the  ground. 

God  gratit  us  a  better  fete!  norbavewe 
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this  to  iear^  while  your  Majesty  and  the 

'Dauphin  are  preserved  to  ns. 

24.  The  occasion  would  here  require 
me  to  enlarge  on  your  Majesty's  virtues, 
to  which  we  owe  our  lives,  our  country, 
and  all  that  makes  life  desirable,  fiuttlus 
will  be  expected  by  those  who  consider 
rather  the  ample  ground  of  praise  in  the 
ffutject,  than  the  moderate  ability  of  the 
writer. 

I  have  not  indeed  intended  a  panegyric, 
and  I  know  your  Majesty  to  be  more 
gratified  in  the  consciousness  of  perform* 
ing  good  actions,  than  by  the  celebration 
of  your  praise. 

25.  Tou,  Sire,  deriving  your  pedigree 
upon  certain  testimonies  from  the  male 
line  of  the  most  ancient  and  most  nohle 
£unily  that  ever  swayed  the  sceptre,  were 
bom  among  the  distant  Pyrenees,  and 
grew  up  amidst  perils  in  the  lap  of  adver- 


fAftnwutlf  Lewis  XIII.  bom  September  S3,  l6oi. 
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sityi^  After  happily  eluding  the  snares 
which  encompassed  your  childhood, "  at  a 
more  mature  age  you  repelled  with  signal 
bravery  the  assaults  of  your  enemies.  In 
the  hour  of  danger  you  came  from  the  re- 
mote province  of  Guienne  to  assist  the 
King  either  voluntarily  or  at  his  request ; 
and  the  hand  of  Providence  seemed  to  di- 
rect your  steps,  that  a  lawful  heir  might 
not  be  wanting  to  occupy  the  throne,  des- 
tined to  be  soon  vacant. 

S  Henry  IV.  w&s  bom  at  Pau,  the  capital  of  Beariu 
m  iSiS,  of  Anthony  de  Bourbon,  Duke  of  Ven- 
dome^  and  Joan  d'Albret.  He  descended  from 
Bobert  deClennont,  5th  son  of  Lewis  IX.  (St  Louiii) 
Robert  married  the  heiress  of  the, Lord  efBourboDf 
and  his  desoendanti  took  the  name. 

>>  The  King  of  Navarre  was  just  dead.  His  dezlh 
indeed  left  a  prince  and  a  king  to  be  head  of  the  re- 
firfmed  religion  in  France;  but  this  prince  was  a 
child  of  seven  years  of  age,  and  the  mark  at  which  all 
the  blows  of  the  new  council  (dirrcled  by  ttie  Queen- 
Mother  and  the  Cubes)  were  aimed,  who  acted  in 
concert  with  the  Pope,  the  Emperor,  ihe  King  of 
Spain,'  and  all  the  Catholics  of  Europc.—Siilly,  vol,  1, 
p.\9. 
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When  in  possession  of  power  you  tem  • 
pered  it  with  benignity  and  clemency, 
wishing  to  restrain  disafiected  minds  by 
benefits  rather  than  by  fear.  Such  con- 
fidence did  your  Tirtue  inspire,  that  your 
enemies  placed  their  security  more  in  your 
mercy,  than  in  the  defence  provided  by 
their  own  arms.  Their  grief,  at  their 
own  defeat,  was  not  so  great  as  their  joj, 
that  you  wra-e  the  conqueror.  From  sup- 
pliants they  immediately  found  themselves 
in  the  «tuation  of  friends  and  intimates : 
and  the  delinquents  retained  a  more  acute 
sense  of  their  past  offences  than  your 
Majesty,  who,  by  your  mildness  made 
them  regret  that  they  had  not  sooner 
amended  their  error.  This  formed  a 
much  surer  ground  of  dependance  than 
the  hazard  of  battle  :  and  they  could  not 
but  submit  to  him,  whose  career  of  glory 
was  so  irresistible,  tliat  the  fortune  of  wat 
no  longer  appeared  impartial,  nor  victory 
winged,  but  both  seemed  inseparable  from' 
your  Majesty's  arms. 
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This  felicity  was  crowned  by  Vigilance, 
hy  unwearied  labor,  by  patiebce  of  cold  . 
and  heat,  and  liard  fare.  Assiduous  by 
day  and  by  nighl  in  military  duties,  in 
frost  and  rain,  sparing  of  sleep,  (which 
you  took  at  intervals,  on  hora;back,  or 
wrapped  iti  your  cloak,  bii  the  bare  ground, 
without  detriment  to  your  health,)  you 
preserved  by  example,  the  most  persda- 
sire  mode  of  ruling,  necessary  discipline* 
This,  when  the  soldier's  piy  is  interrupt- 
edj  others  with  difficulty  ensure  by  arbi- 
trary^'power. 

The  enemy,  even  when  superior  in 
numbeiis,  was  taught  to  think  you  for- 
midable :  they  retilwJ  into  fortified  places, 
and  claimed  from  successful  defence  that 
honor,  which  victory  conferred  on  your 
majesty.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
not  surprizing  that  they  should  eagerly 
embrace  ah  opportunity,  offered  by  Provi- 
dence, of  reconciliation. 

Terrible  in  war,  you  assume  the  most 
amiable  character  during  peace.    The  fine 
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arts  regard  ;fou  as  their  patron:  and  those 
immense  edifices^  i  raised  with  incredible , 
cclenty,  ^itb  all  thetr  costly  magnificence 
of  tapestcy,  painting,  sculpture,  in.  the, 
most  exquisite  workmanship,  are  monu*. 
ments  of  the  greatness  of  your  mind,  and- 
of  your  attachment  to  peace,  which  no 
time  will  device. 

-  What  is  more  thMi  all,  the  muses,  driven 
from  their  ancient  seats  by  the  n^e  of 
war,  congratulate  you  as  their  restorer. 
Under  your  auspices,  the  university  of 
Paris  has  revived ;  and  by  the  acctfssicm 
of  Isaac  Casaubon,  that>  luminary  of  the 
age,  to  the  custody  of  your  Majesty's  truly 
royal  library,  it  has  lately  acquired  a  ^len- 
did.  ornament. 

ITius  it  is  plain  that  the.  uninterrupted 
course  of  so  many  ^triumphs  did  not  serve 
so.  much  as-a  state  of  pn^ression  to  more 
«mbitio,us  jwojects,  as  it  inspired  you  with 
the  resolution  of  cultivating  peace  with 

"  ■     ■■       '  Tlie  Louvre,  FontainpbIcau,&ti' 
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your  neighbours,  and  giving  rest  to  your 
weary  harassed  people.  Proceed,  Sire,  in 
this  generous  design;  pursue  the  plan  of 
confirming  the  peace,  purchased  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  so  many  labors,  by  restoring 
vigour  and  authority  to  the  laws.  Assure 
yourself  that  the  life  and  soul  and  judg- 
ment and  understanding  of  the  country 
center  in  the  laws ;  and  that  a  state 
without  law,  like  a  body  deprived  of  its 
animating  principle,  is  defunct  and  lifeless 
in  its  blood  and  members.  Magistrates 
and  judges  are  ministers  and  interpreters 
of  the  laws:    and  in  fine,  weare  all 

SERVANTS  OF  THE  LAWS,  THAT  WK  MAT 
BE  FREE. 

20.  In  the  confidence  of  enjoying  this 
freedom,  I  have  composed  my  history, 
the  first  part  of  which  I  here  present  to 
the  public^  and  dedicate  it  to  your  august 
name>  for  many  just  reasons,  which  con- 
cern both  the  author  and  the  subject 
matter  itself. 
1 


t,CoogIc 


48k  THE  PREFACE 

It  wtmld  be  ingratitude  in  me  to  for-t 
get  the  addition  made  by  your  Majesty 
to  6iat  honor,  which  I  fiist  received  at 
the  hands  of  your  predecessor  of  bte^s^ 
memory.  In  the  course  of  my  serfipe? 
in  courts  and  in  camps,  I  have  been  inr 
trusted  with  many  negociatioiis  of  import- 
ance; and  have  thus  obtained  much  of  the 
knowledge  requisite,  for  a  work  of  this 
kind.  Profiting  by  my  intercourse  with 
several  illustrious  persons,  who  had 
grown  old  in  the  court,  I  have  reduced 
to  the  scale  of  truth  many  thb>gs  tha£ 
have  appeared  in  scattered  publications, 
or  on  uncertain  authority.  Whilst  I 
formed  part  of  your  Majesty's  rctinu^e,  I 
exerted  my  diligence  on  this  object,  until 
the  obligation  of  my  office  coiifin^  me  t9 
this  slavery  of  the  bar. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  kno^rn  to 
your  Majesty,  not  of  yesterday,  ot,  for  a 
short  time-^two-and-twenty  yean  have 
elapsed  since  I  came  to  you  in  Guieone* 
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on  a  misuon  from  the  king»  with  other 
delegates  from  the  ilhistrious  body  of  Par- 
liament. From  the  urbanity  and  bene- 
volence, with  which  you  then  treated  me, 
I  was  induced  at  that  time  to  hope  that 
if  ever  my  feeble  talents  produced  any 
fruit,  it  would  not  be  altogether  unaccept- 
able to  your  Majesty. 

Another  reason  for  inscribing  this  his- 
tory to  you  is,  that,  as  1  have  undertaken 
a  work  tiiU  of  dangerous  hazard,  I  stood 
in  need  of  powerful  patronage  to  screen 
me  from  the  calumnious  and  malevolent ; 
and  also-  of  that  discerning  judgment 
which  your  Majesty  displays  in  the  con- 
duct of  national  affairs,  to  examine  the 
truth  of  my  relations. 

By  this  judgment  I  have  determined,  as 
I  ought,  to  abide,  whether  your  Majesty 
shall  recommend  the  publication  of  the 
remainder,  or  the  suppression  of  this  part, 
which  is  now  not  so  much  published,  as 
present^  to  you  by  way  of  specimen. 
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Tonr  determination  or  commands  I  shall 
consider  as  the  words  of  a  divine  oracle. 
What  you  approve,  I  doubt  not  will  be 
unirnsally  approved.  If  any  differ  from 
your  Majesty's  opinion,  certainly  it  will 
be  thai  class  of  men,  whom  the  sport  of 
fortune  haselerated  to  an  eminence ;  but, 
having  performed  no  action  of  note,- 
they  ihink  a  true  relation  of  facts  injuri- 
ous to  their  reputation. 

Xs  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  my 
honor  to  be  subservient  to  the  unjust  ex- 
pectations of  these  persons  ;  so  I  should 
make  it  a  matter  of  consdence  to  pass 
over  in  silence  their  vices,  which  have 
often  involved  the  country  in  calamities.   ' 

My  preface  concludes  with  a  prayer ; — 

O  God,  the  giver  of  all  good  things, 
who,  with  the  only-b^otten  Son  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  art  three ;  and  in  power,  wis^ 
dom,  and  goodness,  one  ;  who  art  in  all 
things,  didst  exbt  before  all  things;   and 
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who,  by  thy  Providence,  orderest  and  dis- 
pQsest  lawfiil  governments,  without  which 
no  family,  city,  or  nation— not  the  whole 
race  of  mankind,  nor  &e  universal  nature 
of  things,  created  by  thee  out  of  nothing, 
can  subsist :  unto  thee  I  make  my  public 
prayer  for  the  welfare  of  my  country. 
Confirm,  I  beseech  thee>  to  us,  that 
which  thou  bast  brought  to  pass  so  much 
for  the  advantage  of  France,  and  thetefore 
of  all  Christendom  :  prosper  thine  own 
work ;  perpetu^e  the  great  benefits-thou 
in  thy  mercy  hast  bestowed ;  and,  by  pre- 
serving the  King  and  the  Daupliin,  in  one 
simple  and  comprehensive  grant,  fulfil  all 
our  petitions. 

In  thdr  welfare,  our  peace,  our  security, 
cur  wealth,  all  our  desires  are  comprised. 
Direct  the  councils  of  the  sovereign  to-  the 
establishment  of  that  empire,  which  he 
rescued  from  destruction  ;  until  his  son 
shall  attain  mature  age,  flourishing  like  a 
plant  by  the  side  of  some  pleasant  river. 
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Un4er  bis  shelter  raay  posterity,  in  the; 
enjoymeat  of  leisure  and  tranquillity,  cul- 
tivate the  illustrious  arts  of  peace,  at\4, 
promote  true  piety  and  erudition. 

But  first  vouchsafe  to  hear  the  prayers 
of  pious  Frenchmen,  aqd  grant  to  these 
princes  a  long  united  reign  ;  renew,  under 
their  iii^uence,  primitive  f^th  and  re-; 
ligion,  primitive  manners,  theinstitutions^ 
of  OUT  forefathers,  and  the  Uvws  of  our 
f:ountry.  Confound  the  monstrous  devices 
of  new  sects,  the  new-fangled  notions- 
in  religion,  and  all  other  inventions  sub- 
tilly  imagined  in  times  of  ease  &>r  the 
delusion  of  persons  of  simple  minds. 
Deliver  us  from  schism,  and  let  tl^^v  bo 
peace  and  security  in  the  house  of  God, 
in  men's  consciences,  and  throughout  the 
land. 

Knally,  O  thou  best  and  greatest  of 
Beings,  I  beseech  thee,  through  grace  of 
thj  Holy  Spirit,  without  which  we  are 
nothing,  and  c^    e^ect  nothing,    that 
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liberty,  fidelity,  and  truth,  may  be  mani- 
fested in  my  'vrritings  to  the  present  and 
future  generations ;  and  may  they  be  as 
free  from  the  suspicdon,  as  they  ape  exempt 
from  the  necessity,  of  flattery  and  male- 
volence. 

A.  D.  1601. 
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POSTERITATl. 

LiBERTATis  ego  nimiie,  verique  qood  acer 
Assertor  futrim,  vilionimque  hoiriduB  o3or» 
£t  RoniK,  et  nostril  passim  traducoi  in  aul&. 
Quidfaciam}  quo  me  vertam  ?  quojudicecs 
Defendam  ?     Judex  idem  accutator  et  index, 
Tu  modo,  Posterius,  ades  incomipta  rogtnd, 
£t  patrocinium  deserte  suscipe  cause : 
Scnpsimm  tsU  tibi,  nil  nos  ingnta  mor«nur 
Judicia,  et  vili  plausus  mercede  redeoiptos 
,Ni)  admirantis  pneter  prsEseatia  vulp. 
Tempos  ent,  qoo,  nunc  qux  non  ita  grata,  placebunt ; 
Cuinque  odio  fucrit  satis  invidinque  litAtum, 
Proemia  pro  meritis  constabunt  justa  labori. 
Interea  liceat  mihi  simplice  crimioa  rersu 
Diluere  objecta,  et  nostro  Jus  praster  inustas 
Cumvenii  aucturum  detei^re  nomine  labei. 

Libera  lingua  mihi  est :  quid  si  serviUs  ?  an  Is  qui 
Me  nunc  accusal,  non  et  reprehenderet  idem 
Tanquam  vanitoquuoij  laoquam  candoris  inanem  ? 
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Primiu  &mor  veri  reciii  in  mentibus  esse 
Debet,  ut  in  etris  eliam  execremur  amicia 
Omne  anidii  vitiutn,  c^ntti  idmiremtu  in  hoite 
VirtuteS}  Gratui  Pdlko  judice  necne 
Barbanis  tile  fuat,  nullo  discrimiae  babcntes. 
Hoc  toto  exact]  decursu  fEcimus  ievi. 
Nee  fecisse  pigct ;  laudent  culpentque  susurrii, 
Prnritum  *d  leneras  quod  mollibus  excitet  auretf, 
MagDatum  circa  VoltUntes  atria  muscasy 
Et  fuci  et  parasite  H  bigtx  Uotnine  ficus 
IndigiUnda  cohors,  nostne  tnsidiosa  quieti, 
lUe  bodi  A^us  mibi  mis  habetur  ho&or«ji 
Cui  serene  fidem  vd  com  discritnine  ntia 
Jftclurav«  iii&  drdicit^  qui  spernit  honores, 
DOHMauir  ihnitiani,  fraudrsque  nefaildu, 
Inius  et  UK  pins  aiamlt,  quam  frente  rideii. 
Nulla  jdet  hodii  barbej  iinpexoqae  capillo. 
Nulla  Bupercitioj  rogisque  scteta  professts. 
Imponnm  txtetot  oculis ;  Deus.  abditt  bovit 
Solus,  et  arCanoa  rimalur  pectore  BcnaiM: 

Arguit  ecce  aliusj  quod  amoTc  odioqua  ptocul  kiMj 
.  Perpetult  quod  ood  aaque  ad  fastidia  laude, 
Putidus  hos  onereoir  ncm  itlos  isper  acuto 
'Dente  seeem  pletitM|ue  voniain  cotrrieta  bucda. 
Atqui  Gregerkps  hudivinms  et  Marcdhx, 
Atque  Pios,  llIcnAque  imprrmis^  Hadria  nomen 
Cui  dedtt,  et  Paullom  privatft  bude  merentem 
Aacritri  aotiqais;  babnrt  nam  Roma  pttibatos 
Pontifioes ;  idios  mians  biir  ct  semper  habelrit ; 
Sie  mtt  ra  hamioum  j  nihil  anmi  ex  ptrtt  bextoltu 
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Cuncii  ad  m^turui  Sup«ri  Bcgnator  Olympi 

Mensurs  ipbt  expers,  tribuit  morUlibuB  ngrn.- 
Nam  quid  Alaxandro  fiet,  qui  gacra  profanii 
Miscuit,  et  gladto  ml  non  et  pyzide  fecit? 
In  caros  quid  avo  nimium  inJulgenle  nepotuf 
Altius  ut  rcpctem,  quid  Julius  sfKi  AfuHt 
Italix  cuDctos  qui  bchi  eiranle  tubegit 
Clave  Duces?  coiurwquid  Julius  alttr  ob  illo, 
Allia  qui  vacuo  dum  grandia  mordet  in  faorto, 
Posthabuit  levibus  se  digna  negotta  ludis }    - 

Multa  l^i  sed  enim,  quam  eScrri  in  lumiais  auras 
Expedit.     O  Corydon,  Coryd«n!  arcana  potoDtum 
Ulla  putas }  ut  sinl>  minimi  illos  crtdera  par  cBt : 
Laudanda  ut  faciant,  audere  ut  turpia  cessent  j 
Semper  adesse  putent,  qui  crimina  tecta  revekt« 
Et  ai  quid  peccent,  nunquam  nnat  esse  scpultum* 
Sola  libidinibut  lex  est  hec  dicta  potenttim, 
Ut  metuaut  de  se  coram  quid  fama  susarret 
Publics,  quid  vcnictts  olim  pronunciet  atos. 
In  medio,  quKquis  rerutn  moKtis  habenas^ 
Sic  positas  xdes  te  crede  habitare,  theatro. 
Liber  uti  partem  pateat  prospectus  ad  omnem, 
Perquc  gradus  scdcant  tanquam  ad  spectacuta  civeai 
Sic  foris  atque  domi,  sic  corpore  tutus  ^rio 
Poplicola  alter  eris,  ipso  te  teste  beatus ; 
Invida  nee  metuei  plebcix  verbera  lingun. 
Nee  Siculas  inter  menses,  lautosque  paratus 
Disirictum  cervice  super  trepidabis  ob  ensem. 

Quid  quod  scribendi  petuIanliOis,  atque  loquentK 
In  pniccH^m  mores  ip*f^  mos  natus  in  athe  1 
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la  qwi  ignorat  i  (luis  ovaU  jocoili 
Inter  corniciiKs  ncacit  dtcteiia  pompii  ? 
PaiquiUi  cui  sunt  ignotk  ■opbUinata?  cui  sanl 
K  medio  retponsa  fom,  que  rtddit  amicui 
Vix  pnttenuis  viz  et  referenda  ciavdis  i 
Anoam  Silveltrr  claudit :  vis  cstera  dicam  ? 
Kiariunt  ntet :  noacis  quid  tteindi  sequatur. 
Hacl^ua  et  ouUis  laaciva  protervia  paan 
Fnenan  potuit ;  rniitra  cuatodia  mutas; 
Excubat  ad  itatuaa,  vigilique  ntdiiie  servat. 
Pajq«iUuf  nuiqaam  furio  depreoiuB  in  ipso  est, 
Marfbiiua  Mmper  loquitur,  Hempcrque  loqoeiur. 

Doctrinam  at  saaam  nihil  bac  dicterii  tangunt^ 
^leroamque  fidem,  quam  Petnia  in  urbe  cTuore 
£t  pBulus  Mnxcre  suo,  quamque  ordine  longo. 
Semper  eandem  et  u1)ique  et  zb  omni  gente  probalan 
Inde  ad  nos  series  deducu  ostendit  avonim. 

Nan  siquis  liber,  si  verum  dicere  gaudel, 
Laudaiorque  boni,  vitiis  ai  parcere.oescit. 
Continue  niger  est,  tibi  tcI,  Romanc^  caveodus  j 
Non  pietati  adeo  liberias  pugnat  avite. 
iDgenuJl  siquid  turn  umpliciute  locutus, 
Libori&i  aiquid  aubitove  quid,excidit  xttu,         *    ' 
NoQ  ego  propterea  Uutant'rs  ab  uberc  matrii 
Abicetsi  ei  gmnio :  doertis  noo  ego  castria 
Mile*  in  adversum  migravi  transfiiga  vallum. 
Non  tgfi  SotalcadicK  jurari  foedent  pacis, 
Namnetumvc  dedi  dextram  inconsultua  in  urbe, 
AnboaUe  turtrs  fruatra  tenure  paralua. 
Scd  procul  a  turbis*  omoique  cupidioe  vitan 
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Majbrilih  constans  in  religionc  per^. 
Semper  et  abstiaui  rebus  per  bella  novandU, 
Ossalum  sit  fai  post  tempoi^a  sutnma  citare, 
Ossstum  testem,  qui  me  juvenemque  vinimque 
Inque  togS  et  trabeil,  qui  me  iutiis  et  in  cute  aoitat. 
Vlveret !  baud  tristis  vexet  censura  coltimbas,  . 
'  CunctaTC  permittet  laxau  licehtia  corVls. 
Illumnc  appellem,  qui  nunc  lupcratque  VigetquC 
Perronum,  Aonidum  spem  prxsidiumque  SororUm  ? 
Unus  pro  cunctis  tnagnt  pars  magna  SenatOs, 
Tu,  Francisce,  mihi  eg,  ferum  O  ttilcia  meanirti. 
Tu  tnecum,  tanto  tu  me  complexus  amore, 
f  artiri  suetus  curas :  scis  strenuus  iQ  me 
Quid  solidum  crepet,  aut  itiendoso  tinniat  sere, 
CandoTemque  meum,  qui  sit,  re  sepi  probasti, 
Sponsorem  te  proind^  ac  prwdem  buc  denique  ^sto  ) 
Ne,  Francisct,  bon»  vadimonia  desere  causie. 
At  Protcslantes  laiidas^  quos  nempi  Vatinl 
Debueras  odisse  odio;  et  cane  pejus  et  angue.  " 
Eloquium  quidni  laudem^  ingeniumque  colendit 
Artibus,  et  si  quid  calamo  vel  voce  valebant  ? 
Nam  SicuU  exempio  Diodori  instructa  paratur 
Bibliotheca  viris,  quos  Mars  amat  atque  Minerva, 
QLuos  Clarius,  Clarii  quos  dilexere  sororei, 
Hermeias  boc  fecit  idem,  &  fecisse  diserti 
Gaudet,  et  hoc  minimi  facto  peccasse  fatetur. 
Ei^o  Leundaius,  Gesnerusj  Fabriciusque 
Dictlis  honorific^,  Camerariua  atque  Xylaoder, 
Junius  et  VotonDB  et  Ascbamus  ct  Bucfaananuf, 
lAudatf  Stepbaoi,  queis  tota  Lycxa  rtcusos 
oa 
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E^regii  66  veterum  librot  beni  grata  precantur, 
laiupir  et  plurn  ilii ;  quid  msgnui  Erumu*} 
Mene  ia  eui%  cui  res  Uotum  Hieraria  debet, 
£i  debebit  adhuc,  genuiouiii  gtringere }  crinWDj 
Vot,  veoerorj  maneSj  hoc  a  me  deprecor  absit. 
At  peccavit ;  homo  fiiit  atque  humanus  Erasmus ; 
Hunuoi  et  carpi  volait>  pl«cid6que  moneri. 
Hem  qui*  bomo  es^  qui  ferre  alium  nequis  inpro- 

be  lapsu 
Peccantem  biunaoo,  cum  tu  deterrima  pccces 
loterea,  inque  homines  Dirosque  iojurids  ipsos, 
ObicKnaaqne  cavo  luctantis  pectoris  antra 
.    Admoti  doleas  face  perlucere  latebras } 
Sunt  bominum  Ktates  ywitt :  juvenilitSr  ilium 
Exultaste  stylo  fatcor ;  veKim  ultima  semper. 
Pislracue  studits  spectanda  est  clausula  vitSj 
Qu«  pulcbra  ia  Batavo  fuit  irreprehenaaque  cycoo, 
Ad  Belgas  tesUs  quam  scripsU  epistda  fratres. 

Hinc  alii  alque  alii  insurgunt,  quibus  altera  lege* 
Numina  quod  pattias  dixi  moresque  receptos, 
Displieet,  ^aris  fuodaU  crcpidiuc  quit  stet 
Publica  Ks,  quantoque  tot  usurpala  per  annoi 
Lfgidmo  in  regno  mutentur  jura  periclo. 
Imperiorum  auctor  Deui>  imperiisque  r^ndis 
ConstitLiit  leges,  quas  qui  violaveril  olim, 
Ullricem  sciat  itie  paratam  numinia  iram. 
In  Tiberim  Sejanus  ut  alter  sdlicet  unco 
Ducendus,  tnerit^ue  adfectus  morte  Cethegus. 
NuBC  ct  sacra  vide  quid  in  ^anc  ntm  pagina  dicat 
Ne  tu  limitem  agro  posilum  metasre  revdie  j 
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Fngidus  e<ice  ruboi  inter  latet  anguii  acutos, 
Si  sapis,  O  mediam>  pastor,  at  dime  sepent. 

(!XFeodit  Synodi  Pisana  et  mentio  quosdam, 
Quam  pius  et  oiemori  recolendus  pcctore  OaHls 
Indixit  Lodotcus,  ut  importuna  minacii 
Anna  coerceret  Juli,  ccetAsque  fidelis 
Tunc  pulchro  hxrenlea  abolerc  et  corpore  aordes. 
Narravi  kistoriam ;  totum  qua  nota  per  orbem. 
An  narrasse  nefas,  et  erit  narratio  fraudi  ? 
Propositum  sed  enim  Uudati  prmcipia  ipse 
Laudaiti,  et  Sedem  obliquo  lennone  not^tit 
Tu  qui  me  arceaiis,  vit|tni  non  anti  peracttm 
Arguis  aut  mores,  sed  verba  jacentia  tollis. 
£inendari  et  qam  £eri  meliora  necesse 
Tunc  erat,  ac  penitilia  Babylonis  oomiaa  perdi. 
Id  Don  in  tanto  aumin^  laudabile  Regc 
ProGorarc  fuit,  t^Uaque  impcndere  vires, 
Sponsa  Dei  ne  qa&  vilesceret  obsita  nigi, 
Ullius  oflenaoeve  querels  aut  causa  subesset } 
Atque  utinam  optatum  poti^  sortita  fuisKOt 
Consilia  wentoni,  quam  poatquaai  Julius  otnneai 
Miscuit  Italiam,  ferro  gratsatus  ct  igni : 
Haud  meliora  vi&  Leo  grassarctur  et  ipse, 
Cuncla  suis  sibique  indalgens  ac  aacra  profanani} 
Aecensjt  cinenB  concluso  e  fomitc  flaming. 
Que  totam  serpens  invasit  protinut  orbem. 
Non  reliquo  avulu  nunc  corpore  Teutoncs  emat, 
Anglia  non  laxis  inpulsa  ferMur  habenis, 
An^ia  Abotiginum  mox  signa  sccnta  suorum. 
.  Runus  Ptagmaticsm  objeaant  Carotratquc  b«att 
GgC 
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LuidaUni  Lodoiai,  ind^anturciue  repostam, 
Oblivi  nec&  mallent  quod  Docte  sepultunij 
Quid  faciu  }  Galli  pridem,  dum  fata  nnebaot 
Felice*,  boc  painm  usi  sunt  jure,  priustjuam 
Ulla  infvcisKt  miKTOi  aectaria  labes. 
Nunc  quia  Gennanos  vexant  rexaotque  Britannos 
PaoDODiaaqae  dmaa  tongi  contagia  morbi, 
Jurenu  Gallos  prohibent  et  le^bus  uti, 
Et  fcriplii  mandare  quod  usu  et  more  receptum, 
Teoipore  quod  rebui  tanUi  fiiit  utile  nostriB. 
Idne  cquum,  civea,  ant  cqu&  nicale  fercDdum  } 
Poetrono  mihi  cnmea  atrox  et  morte  piaodum 
Objicitur,  verbii  quod  sum  insectatus  amaria 
Urbe  Pariiiac&  lanieoam  mani  patratam ; 
Id  Consiantini  que  nunc  Sc  visitur  aulit, 
PrcMpuoa  inter  BomK  depicta  triumphos. 
Tempora  nil  opus  bib,  loca  aed  diitlaguete ;  montea 
Haoc  citra  vobi*  liceal,  pia  turba  Quirites, 
lUustreiD  laudare  diem,  et  celebrare  quotannig. 
Per  Vatteanaa  altemit  diceie  cellai, 
EuBienides  Sicube,  tacnt  veaperlina  canamua. 
Non  eadem  Gatlia,  Italia  que  Icta  ridentur : 
Quisquc  (uo  gaudet  aoisu.  Tu  mellea  credit, 
Allans  quK  iiutt  abtintbia  tetra  palato, 
Laudem  ^,  tantorum  quod  apud  dos  causa  mdomm 
Exstitit,  et  porro  sedti  erit  usque  futuria  i 
Quod  cuuctaa  gentcs  inter  populoaque  prapinquos 
Galtorum  infami  delurpat  crimine  nomen, 
Quodque  toteditda  damnavimus  ?  hoc  ego  laudent, 
Implevit  trq>idas  quod  tuspicionibui  urbet. 
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Libertatem-odiis  dedit,  immamque  cruortij 
Ptfp  cxdes  populos  fundendi  acceodtt  cmore  ? 
Non  execrer  ego  potius,  dirasque  Defando 
Indicam  sceleri,  legum  quod  vincia  r«»oIvit, 
Quod  pacem  turbat,  rcgnl  quA  publica  constat 
Alma  Salui,  summo  quam  passim  Ecclesia  lota 
A  renim  Domino  concept^  voce  precatur, 
Temporibusque  suis  optat  ccmiingere  supplex  ? 
Vos  quoque,  Dardaniiis  Sanguis,  quibus  otia  blanda^ 
Et  plumse  molles,  et  corda  oblita  laborum 
Sccuram  spondent  stern4  in  pace  quietem, 
Damna  aliena  ad  vos  qui  nil  spectare  putaiis } 
Ex  improvise  si  martius  ingruat  horror, 
Ijispanisque  ferox  opibus  post  funera  victor 
CaroluB  ia  medii  ponat  vexilla  Suburrfl, 
Nocturnisve  dolis  Albanus  moenia  pulset } 
Sera  licet,  taodem  capiet  misenitio  nostri, 
Invisseque  adeo  pacis  pia  cura  subibit. 
Quod  mihi,  quod  cuiquamve,  potest  contiogere  cuivts. 
Sunt  exempla  domi.    Scit  dives  Avenio  quondam, 
Qui  Serbelloni  luerit  mercede  furorcm 
Roma  potens,  qtianttsque  laboribus  atque  periclis 
Constiterit  ssevas  expettus  Arausio  flammas, 
Vk  nimlCuQ  vestris  vicinus  Arausio  terris. 

Quid  si  animis  idem  redeat  furor,  et  quod  ubiqut 
Multi  urgent  huis  expertes  et  jura  gravati 
Exl^esque,  domi  nascens  lachrymtbile  bellum 
hivadat  placidas  turbato  foedere  gentcs ; 
Naufraga  si  toties  puppis  non  borreat  undat, 
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Nee  fmlii  p*)a^  tot  coaflidsu  procdH* 

Illiium  tn|Hdet  scopulia  affigcrs  roatcam  | 

O  quaoti  cz  illo  motus  errore  scquentut  i 

Qu»  lantu  iater  »at  erunt  toUtia  dadct, 

Lympbttufl  cum  vuta  dsbit  Man  omnia  rircmn^ 

SangUM  ubique  fluet,  deserto  duIIus  iq  agra, 

Vallati  ram*  vieetut  \a  urbe  sacerdos : 

Si  qais  orit,  dtri*  probriBque  a  plebc  petetur, 

Fona  qoaai  Untorum  fomesque  caputque  ma)orum. 

£t  aia&  ut  fuco  venim  qiueramus  omisio, 

Quam  parUBa  in  turbis  Christgssibi  vindioat  iatiaj 

C<^aia*  KMaVi*  amor  qui  jui^^c  mentu 

Debet,  ubi  cat,  sine  qao  virtutum  oetera  tuAa 

Frigct }  ubi  innocuui  pndor,  ct  revcreatia  Wgum, 

Queis  servirc  bono  libcrtas  maiima  civi } 

Ut  verba  cxpediam,  belli  civilis  in  atie. 

Si  lotum  excutiai,  non  eat  lemiiacia  rectii 

Nod  fidei  aut  priiCK  pictatis  Bcrupulus  hdus, 

Ponitejam  gladioa  igirar,  qui  corpora  latdunf,- 
Trojugente,  fcrruinque  animas  quod  dividit  ancep* 
Sumile,  sidereA  ferrum  fornace  recoctum, 
Et  lacbrymis  predbuique  Deum  plaoaie  potentein, 
Hcc  vos  anna  decent  i  mullis  aaciaria  peatis 
Nod  culpa  est,  culpie  sed  debita  paana  putatur, 
Quo  minus  in  tali  licet  excatwkaccre  cacu. 
Si  vitio  huqiana  lapsv,  non  crimine,  ttienlel 
pootrinK  cujuaque  level  agitantur  ab  aura  ? 
His  blandi  a&tus  monilrit,  mansuetaque  corda^ 
His  oppooenda  est  ttwlior  doctrina  pioruif 
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E  pr'iKO  ponenda  penu  cell&que  parentum  ; 
Non  tela  atque  cruces,  quibus  irriubile  turbn 
Segregis  ingeniam  tantos  ciet  orbc  tutnullus. 
Jamque  mihi  oppositos  casses  livoris  iniqui 
Betiaque  et  nodos  plus  evasuse  vide^jar, 
Cu^  aubitd  a  )»vi  purgatam  vellicat  aurem, 
Ingeminatque  Palr'is  tnoaitor  venerabile  nomcn: 
CujuB  ego  cineres  et  manes  rit^  sepultoa 
Sollicitavi  amene,  conturbavique  qiiietem, 
Invitum  excuaasse  diem  cum  diximus  illam, 
Obligat  infando  qu«  GalHca  sceptra  piaclo. 
Patris-ego  cinerea  placidoa  manesque  revelli  ? 
Patris  ego  oomen  laeai  ?  pro  nutnine  nomen  • 
Quod  mihi  semper  erit,  cujus  spiranaque  recensque 
Usque  magis  noctcm  atque  diem  obserratur  Imago. 
Quicquid  ago,  quicquid  meditor  vel  mente  revolvo. 
Semper  adeat ;  culpae  tanquam  objurgaior  acerbiia. 
Si  quid  deliqui  j  si  quid  laudabile  coDor, 
Inttat  ageiu,  itimuloaque  aoimiB  properantibus  addit. 
Ille  mihi  ante  oculoi  majonlm  exempla  mraramj 
Dictaque  prsclari,  geaeroat  et  facta  reponit. 
Ille  refert  proavos  ad  mania  cCtsa  Genabi 
Fortitir  occubuisse  focos  arasque  tuentea : 
Ille  refert  Marlam  bu  centum  circiter  ante 
Palatt  Quiestorem  aoaoa,  equitumque  Magiatrunia 
Ambos  devotoBj  ambos  pro  rege  ruentes^ 
Immanie  plebis  rabidae  satiisse  furorem. 
Jam  Deganaium  quid  ego,  pacalis  Oljvae 
Heroem  quid  ego  memorem  de  nomiocdictoffl. 
Officio,  atque  arct&  coouuiguinitate  propinquos? 
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Nee  me  degeDerem  ventura  redargue!  ctai, 
Plurahab'.ti  cupidam  dod  incusabitbabendi, 
Prxfocaale  animot  non  ambiiiooe  furenten)> 
Nod  timulatricis  grastantem  fraud'ibu*  anis 
Infettas  qu*  nunc  virtutibus  obaidet  aulas, 
Et  ca1i{;uil&m  prsstioguU  lumina  Rcgum. 

Voa,  O  majorum  cinerei,  teque  optime  long)^ 
Solicili  geoitor  defuncte  laboribus  «vi 
Teator,  pro  patrU  nullas  regDique  salute 
VttaviBse  vicea,  vestrA  virtute  meflque 
Indigntim  nil  feciase,  et,  si  fau  tulJaient, 
Prodeaaem  ut  palriB,  patrm  auccurrere,  livor 
Abtistat,  pietate  mt&  meruisse  petenli. 
Pura  ad  vos  anima,  atque  hodiertnE  nescia  culpB 
DetceDdam,  quandoque  noviiaima  venerit  bora, 
NoElraquc  tub  tacttot  ibit  fama  int^a  manes.     . 
Nunc  quia  fata  obstant,  maaifesti  &  perciius  iri 
ConsiliU  plactdas  aaais  Deus  obstruit  aures, 
Quod  puec  augurium  pnesago  pectere  feci. 
Cum  qaaerem  aerias  aciea,  pugnasque  volaotflm. 
In  6exu  setaiis  ecniique  in  limine  firmo, 
InviduB  ee4o,  2c  fasces  trabeamque  resigno. 
March  la,  1611. 

Tbia  )s  the  Propbecy  to  which  he  alludes,  written 
tweaty-seven  yean  before,  at  the  end  of  his  Art  of 
Falconry ; 

ArauE  aliquis  loogo  cineres  post  tempore  nostras 
MiTatu)  viridi  tuti)  latos  cespc,  djcet. 
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Huic  quaaqoan)  in  plumis  fortunSque  ampU 
CoDligerit  at»ta,  et  superarent  gratia  opcsque, 
Quas  teoeris  hodU  cuncti  miranlur  ab  annU, 
MajtfrutQ  quatnvis  repetentem  exempla  tuoriroi 
Geotis  hoDos  et  laudid  amor,  ctarique  Pareatia 
Famft  recens  majors  etiam  sperare  juberet ; 
Otia  Muaanim  tamcD,  ignntosqae  receestia 
Maluit  ille  sequi,  scopulosque  aulxque  procella* 
Effi^erc,  8c  vanoa  hominum  coDteinnere  funoj. 
Maluit  ille  bederas,  et  lauros  sponte  vtrenles, 
Quatu  ipolia,  el  mecrl  ptngues  de  pace  triuoiphos. 
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APPENDIX,    No.  ir. 

A  SPECUIEN  OF  SCIOPPIUS'S  CRITICISMS 
ON  THUANUS'S  STYLE. 


BABBABISMS. 

Aboletva — for  ibolitai. 
Colitunu— for  cultumi. 

SOtSCISMS. 

Intro  erant— for  tntiis  erant. 
locommodarc  aliquem — for  aiicui. 

rOBBISK    IDIOMS. 
Cum  tempore — forproccdente  tempore  inposteram^Scc^ 
ProbiTfr— for  experiri. 
Ad  minaa — for  laltem,  duntaxat. 

MODBBN    IDIOMS. 
Vir  nupsit  pnetle — for  uxorem  ducit  puellam. 
Ad  mortem  damnare — for  capitis  condemoare. 
Per  UsnseoDam — for  prsterire  in  transitu,  &c. 

There  is  only  one  obEolete  ejLfKK\oa.—vitulal>vndas, 


:.bv  Google 


(     4W     ) 


APPENDIX,  No.  III. 

THE  EXORDIUM  OF  THE  127*  BOOK  Of 
THUANUS'S  HISTORY. 


In  desideratissimi  Priacipis,  qui  none  jucundo  Lit- 
dovici  nomine  feliciUrimperat,  auspicato  natali,  cum 
ant^  Eexenniutn  scribendi  finem  fecissem,  non  puta- 
bam  fore,  ut  ulli  ratione  addnctus  fioito  potids  quam 
intemiisao  operi  roaaum  denfio  adtnovereni,  Saiis 
quipp^  publicB  cxpectaiioni,  satis  ad  faniam  factum 
ttxietimabani]  historic  per  bella  plusquam  civiUa  ad 
pacem  toto  orbe  Cbristiano  Henrici  Magnt  virlute 
ac  beneficio  partam  deduct^.  Nam  ab  eo  tempore 
nihil  ttri  memorabile  apud  nos  gestum :  taatum 
qusdamdomestica,  ac  majorem  partem  tristia  occur* 
runt,  nequaquam  cum  superioris  xvi  rebus  compa- 
rauda.  Mulla  etiam  conantem  deterrebant,  recenti 
adhuc  sensu  indignae  gratis  mihi  pro  tot  evigilatis  In 
publicam  utilitalem  ad  nominis  GaDici  gloriam  labo- 
rtbus  repensse,  que  in  pneterita  &  instantia  respict- 
cntem  meliCis  de  futuro  ominari  non  sinebant ;  prs- 
■ertlm  cAm  mihi  deinceps  cum  iis  virendum  esset, 
quos  iniquos  ab  initio  expertus,  si  ultr^  pergercm,. 
ipipkcabiles  babiturus  eram. 
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Nam  ad  czteras  molcttB  fortuiue  importunitatM 
hie  cumulua  accessit,  ut  cum  seri6  de  Bccessu  cogi- 
larem,  *Mu  contrario  abieptui  in  aula  scopulos  reji- 
ccrcr,  quiboi  affixus  animi  in  horas  penderem,  Sc 
qui  in  kgum  obtcquio  aotdl  conquiesccbam,  Dunc 
priatiol  libcrUte  ooro  Krritio  emancipate,  precarium 
Tcluti  apiritum  alieno  outu  duccrem. 

Ita  cum  per  illorum  ipiorum,  quibiucum  roihi  res 
cat,  Mveastum,  sive  livorem,  private  viverc  non  liccat, 
HOD  tolum  laboris  ingrati  nccessitas  imposila  est,  sed 
adveniia  invidiam  &  potentionmi  odium  periculosum 
tertamen  propositum }  in  quo  >i  succumbam  ignaviit, 
at  pcrlendam,  contumaciB  peninacia  crimen  mibi 
aubeundum  seniio.  Vix  enim  did  potest^  quantum 
vitte  prsterite  innocentia>  ac  precipuum  veritatji 
■tudium  mihi  iaitr  nostros  odium  conciliaverit, 
quam  graves  ioimiciiias  ingenua  mea  libertas,  Ic 
alicQui  ab  omni  fuco  ac  factione  animus  eaciianrit, 
Vt  quicquid  deincepi  facturui  diclurutque  sim,  ai  n- 
misiiius  ad  metum,  si  generoaiiis  ad  ultionem  sunt  Ji 
relaluri,  qui  majorem  partem  hodiu  efficiunt,  &  de 
aliorum  fami  et  existimatione  tx  suo  sentu,  non 
reci&  rationc,  plenimque  judicium  fcrunt. 
.  H»c  b  alia,  que  dcliberanti  in  mentem  veniebaat, 
eJuBmodi  erant,  ut  constantissimum  quemquf  ab 
omni  pnecUro  consilio  deterrere  potuerint :  me  veno 
assiduis  fortune  adversaniis  ictibus  fractum  istuc 
Ktatis  admonere,  ut  quieti  consulerem,  nee  in  in- 
vidioso  opere  indiutriam  mc?m  diutt^s  fatiga- 
'rera. 
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Sed  FaciM  fuU  hatninem  patnx  earitatis  amore 
captum,  quique  recta  consilia  et  honesta  emolumen- 
tis  omnibus  et  commoilis  semper  antepostiit,  'In  le 
prssertim,  in  qua  publica  utililascum  privatis  ratto- 
nibus  certat,  a  sentciili^  dlmovere.  Nam  cum 
amici  non  in  Gallic  solihtii^  ubi  plerique  mihi  metu- 
entes  potiiis  quiescendum  suadebant,  sed  exlernt  a 
periculo  remotiores  ex  Hispania,  Itali:i,  GermamS, 
BritanniS,  Belgio,  PannoniS,  alque  adco  ulilmaLI- 
voniS  perliteras  quotidi^  ad  rem  perscquendam  horta- 
reiitur,  nihilque  reliqui  facerent,  quo  mejuceiiicm 
erigereiit,  Sc  alacritatem  pristinam,  quam  s:eculi  ]a~ 
gratitudinem  pertxsus  amiseram,  proposila  public! 
militate  in  me  renovarent,  eorum  tarn  enixam  stu- 
diuRi  in  earn,  quam  ipsi  volebant  partem,  interprc- 
tatus,  mihi  tandem  persuaderi  sum  passus,  ut  st 
otium  naclus  essem,  eorum  desiderio  simul,  8c  pu])* 
licse  utilitati  aliquando  satisfacerem. 

Sed  sive  ad  iristem  rerura  faciem  hebescente, 
sive  desuetudine  sOribehdi  pigrescenle  animo,  sive 
denique  ob  recentem  molestiarum  exantlaUrum  me- 
moriam  restitante,  rem  de  die  in  diem  protelabam ; 
cum  casus  intervcnit  prodigio  propior,  non  solum 
Gallis  sed  cunclis  orbis  naiionibus  lamentabiUs,  in- 
terims Henrici  ma^i,  qui  magnum  momentum  ad 
omucm  dubietatem  tollendam  aitulit.  Enimvero 
cum  principem  his  deploratissimis  temporibus  quan 
celo  delapsum  post  tot  egregia  facta  omnes  sibi  boni 
supCTBtitem  cuperent,  mah  etiam  in  ejus  longiore 
vit&  prfesidium  sibi  repositum  putarent,  fieri  dob 
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potalt,  quni  tun  iodigii&  ejus  norte  ruik  aoimi  stnt 
aSectif  cum  alii  propriam  jacturam  dolerent,  aii'i 
Kiuni  meriu  reputantct  publici  commiseradone 
■MB  din  iwJijiitioiiein  movereotur;  alii  denique 
prKSentium  mqiu  in  iaipendeiiliBia  nulorum  cod- 
•jderatloium  non  lioe  ingeoti  aniniorum  cotntciBar 
tiooe  rapercntur.  Ego  ceit^,  qui  pnecipuo  pictatis 
•eniu  tangerer,  minimi  mihi  (atiifactum  putabam, 
niii  Principis  de  orbe  Cbrisdaiw  tarn  ben£  meriti 
maoibus  lingulari  ac  peculiar!  officio  pareatarem.  . 

Itaque  efidem  facilitate  qufi  tanue  molis  opus  ab 
initio  sum  i^resius,  nunc  quoque  me  vioci  passus 
sum,  ut  pneteritorum  memoriam  sempiterni  o\>\j- 
vtone  eruerem;  &  obfirmato  contra  calumnlaa  &  ' 
obtrectationea  animo,  iot&s  conidentii  tutus,  de 
aetero  securus,  fidem  amicis  datam  liberarem.  £t 
quando  Deus  Opu  Max.  me  tanto  Principi  prater 
■pern  &  contra  votum  superesse  votuit,  qualecuoque 
olium  in  hoc  aulico  comitatu  nactus^  decrevi  reli- 
qua  vitc  ejus,  hoc  est  deoennit  quod  sequttur  res 
gntu  Knpds  commendarem. 
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APPENDIX,    No.  IV. 

THUANI  TESTAMENTUM. 
■-la  nomine  sanctx  et  imUviduse  Trisitatis. 


QuoniAM  Deo  ita  visum  ut  uxor  mea  cariasinu 
Caspars  Chastrea^  quam  mihi  fore  superstitem  sem- 
per speraveram  et  optabam,  turbato  online  natufK^ 
priOT  decesserit,  ego  Jacobus  Augustus  Thuanus, 
omnium  masimus  ac  miserrimus  peccator,  morte 
^us  lucluodsimS.  admoneor,  ut  de  me&  seri6  cagitem* 
et  de  rebus  meis  hoc  ultimn  voluntatis  mes  elo^ 
statuam. 

Ante  omnia  gratias  quam  possum  maximas  ago 
Deo  omnipolenti,  quod  me  ex  fidelibus  parentibut 
nasci  voluerit,  in  ecclesi&  suS  per  sacrum  lavacnin 
regeneraverit,  meque  in  e4  sacramentorum  suoruv 
panicipcm  efiecerit,  &  Adem  vivam,  .non  mortuaia 
in  animo  meo  impretserit,  adjunct^  feternae'vita:  ape* 
quffi  iq  eo  consistit,  ut  credamus  in  Detim,  et  quern 
misit,  filium  dilectissimum,  Verbum  sternum  ante 
secola  genitum,  Jgsdm  Christum;  qui  conccp- 
tus  de  Spiritu  sancto  in  ulero  beatisaimse  Virginil 
Maris  carnem  in  sseculo  sumpsit }  iA  e&  natus,  passui. 
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morluu*,  et  Kpuitu*  «tt ;  id  e&  resurrexit,  ascendit  in 
cceluin,  captifun  ducens  capliviuiem,  &  indi  lar- 
gittim^  doiia  homioibus  distributt,  pro  censumnia^ 
lione  promissorum  misio  Spirilo  Sancto  a  Patre  FUio- 
que  procedcnle. 

In  hac  Sdi:  me  vivere  profiteor ;  ct  ut  In  e&  ad 
ultirauiD  viue  spiritum  consiant^r  ac  Gine  hxsiutioae 
persevcjvm,  auiduii  quaotum  posauu  precibus  ac 
lacbrj'Diis  a  Deo  contmdo :  immenMmque  ipsius  cle- 
mentiain  oro  et  obtestor,  ut  me  in  peccatis  et  iniqui* 
tatibus  conceptnm  ab  bumante  infirimtairs  pollulioni- 
btii  iTpuTget,  dignumquc  ex  tndigno  per  ini»ericord!am 
mam  efficiat,  id  quo  lanquam  in  templo  suo  habitare 
dignetur,  mihtque  passtonis  filii  sui  dilectissimi  Jesu 
Christi  merilum  ad  cxptationeni  peccatorum  appH- 
cet;  ut  quum  DOfissima  vita  hora  dod  improvisa 
vcDent,  ab  angelts  suis  in  tioum  Abrahc  raptus  cum 
•aoclis  et  dectii  suis  ntenilt  felicitate  perfniar. 

Hbc  pnefalus,  liberis  meis,  quos  ex  bumaoissimjl 
Ct  iDSolabilil^r,  nisi  quatenits  in  resurrectione  spes, 
siibi  lemper  lugendi  conjuge  suscepi,  tutores  do  no> 
minoque  Henricum  Chastneum  Nancni  comitem  itlius 
fratrem,  Henricum  BurdeliK  Vice-comitemPetrocori- 
•nim  pnesidem,  Ludovicum  vicioum  ab  Ambri,  soro- 
jioi  meosj  et  quia  propter  locorum  distantiam  semper 
•deue  mm  possuot,  eis  adjungo  JoanDem  Thumerium 
Bcwiuium  lacri  coDsJMorii  adeistorem,  Beoatum 
Tbutnum  Bonnolium  fratri»  filium,  Jacobum  Gillo- 
tum,  Cyprianum  PcrrOlum,  senatores  Parisienses; 
quoB  omDCi  et  linguloa  rogo  ut  educttionis  liberorum 
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nieoriim  et  adninistratiopis  bonorum  curam  btbeHit, 
consUioque  suo  et  auctoriute  jgvent  eum  quem  onen- 
rium  tutorem  notnino  ac  consthuo  Martinum  PariJetn 
■n  Senatu  advocatiim,  amicum  ac  familiarem  meum  ; 
cui  et  ejus  uxori,  quam  oiea  seoip^r  umc6  dilezil, 
babilationem  io  ledibHS  meJs  bic  ia  urbc,  quam  com' 
modi  fieri  potcrit,  ex  tutorum  censilio  assignandasn, 
do,  lego,  qiiamdiu  tutela  diirabit. 

Boaa  mea  mobilia  et  preiioeam  supellectilem,  ■) 
fieri  potest,  vcodi  ac  dislrsbi  nolo :  sed  qux  servari 
poteruot,  eousque  servari  cupio,  quousque  eoruin  inter 
h^redcs  mefis  fiat  divisio. 

pibliotbecam  meant  XL.  amplius  annonim  spatio 
magnS.  diligentt^  ac  sumplu  congestami  qiiam  intc- 
gram  cooservari  non  solilim  familix  mex,  sed  etiam 
rei  literarise  interest,  dividi,  vendi,  ac  dissipati  veto, 
eamque  communem  cum  numismatis  onliquis  aureis 
ai^eoteie  et  srcis  inter  filios,  qui  Uteris  operam  iiava- 
-bunt,  facio,  ita  ut  eliam  exteris  aliisque  philolpgis  ad 
usum  publicum  paleat.  Ejus  custodiam  Pnro  Pute- 
ano  cognato  nieo  et  muUis  nominibus  mihi  caro, 
donee  filii  adolescant,  coinmitto,  qui  et  libros  MSS. 
lis  qui  opus  babebunt  utcndos  dare  potcrit,  modo  dc 
illis  rcstituendis  idone^  caveaiifr. 

£un)  prxtere^  et  Nicolattni  Eigallinm  in  Senatn 
advocatum  et  regise  bibliolhecie  curalorem,  virum  doc- 
tissimum  ac  juxtd  probum,  T»go,  ut  filiorum  uieorum 
in  Uteris  institutionctn  consilio  et  indu^riS  sufi  adju- 
vent,  amicitiscque  nostra:  memores  eos  offitioB^  ip-r 
visanl,  et  prxceploribus  eorum  prxBt6  sint. 
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Hiitbrurum  meiTum  qua»  ad  Dei  gloriam  et  publi* 
cam  utiliurtcm  sine  odio  et  gratia,  Deum  ipwro  testor 
et  homines,  conscripsi,  paratam  editionem,  m  aate 
quam  ipat  cdalor  moriar,  iisdem  committo  ;  pnecipii- 
que  ut  ea  in  re  Sammarlhanorum  fratrum,  qui  me  in 
toto  opere  multiim  operi  suft  et  diligenlii  adjuverunt, 
consilio  ulantur. 

Lucubrationes  item  omtics  alias  meas  fidei  eorun- 
dem  Puteani  et  Rigallit  commit  to. 

Dominam  a  Burddia  ct  Dominam  ab  Ambril  dileo- 
tiMimw  uxoris  nuper  defunctae  sorores  enixA,ac  de- 
miss^  quantum  possum  obsecro,  ut  qu^  pietate  et 
caritate  mairem  complexx  sunt,  eSdeni  liberos  ejui 
prosequantur,  ac  pneserlim  filiarum  curam  commen- 
datbm  habcant,  sire  in  iis  matrimonio  dtgnS  elocandis 
sive  vclandis ;  quod  ante  slatem  I^ibus  praescriptam 
el  enact*  fieri  veto. 

Corpus  meum  quanctocunque  et  ubicunque  mc  mori 
comigerit,  juxta  coi^jus  uxoris  nunquam  sine  honoris 
clogio  et  acerbitatis  sensu  nominandae  tumulari  mando, 
quod  iibi  fulurum  sit,  noudum  decrevi,  et  codicillo 
seorsim,  si  longior  vita  luppetet,  indicabo ;  quo  et 
mihi  integrum  servo  de  rebus  aliis  meis,  legatis  et 
largltionibus  in  cos  qui  nunc  sunt,  el  post  in  mei  fa- 
milia  erunt,  erogandis  amplifis  slatuendi,  ita  tamen  ut 
nihil  huic  mex  voluntatis  testaiioni  derogetur,  quam 
firmam,  validam  ac  ratam  t-sse  volo, 

"Ego  Jac.  Aug.  Thiiaiius  corporc  validus,  ceterim 
de  morte  quasi  in  propinquo  sit  Chritianfe  cogitans, 
propria  manu  scripsi  ac  subscripsi.     Actum  in  redibus 
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Falatinis  illustrissimi  Achiltis  Harisi  quondam  seni. 
tAs  principU  meritiiatmi,  »ororii  mei;  ad  quae  dolori 
ttato  solitudinem  quserens  me  contuleram, 

July  13,  l6iS, 
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NEW  WORKS 

frifUedfor  Longman^  Hunt,  lUet,  and  Orme, 
Patatioster-rov}^ 

1 .  TIIE  TRAVELS  »t  BEHTRANDON  DE  LA  BBOC 
QUIERE,  Cooiueltor  and  Tint  Ea^mit  Carter  to  Phaqipe 
Le  Bod,  Duke  of  Bur^ondj,  to  Palestine,  and  his  return 
froin  Jefvnlem,  ov«T  tMid,  to  France,  dnrmg  the  j'ears  1403 
and  1 433,  extracted  aod  put  into  modem  French  from  a 
Manuicript  in  the  National  Library  at  Paris.  Translated 
bjr  Tbomas  Johnes,  Esq.  M.  P.  in  one  Vol.  8vo.  illustrated 
with  a  Map  of  Tartary,  price  12s.  in  boards. 

2.  THOUGHTS  on  the  EFFECTS  of  the  BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT  ON  THE  STATE  OF  INDIA ;  bccoitk 
panied  witli  Hints  courvniing  the  mearB  of  conveying  Civil 
and  Religious  Instructiou  to  the  Natives  of  that  Country. 
By  the  Rev.  Williani  TeoMDl  LL.D.  fate  Chaplain  to  his 
M^esly's  TroojM,  in  Beugal. 

By  the  Mine  Author, 

3.  INDIAN  RECREATIONS ;  consisting  chiefiy  ofStric- 
tnrca  ob  the  Domestic  and  Rural  Ecooomy  of  the  Mahom- 
mcdans  and  Hindoos. 

The  Second  Edition,  niih  considerable  Addilkms.  In 
two  vols.  8vo.  Price  I  Ss.  in  boards. 

4.  ILLUSTRATIONS  of  the  SCENERY  of  KILLAR- 
NEV,  the  Burronnding  Counfry,  aod  a  considerable  Part  of 
the  Southern  Coast  of  Ireland,  by  Isaac  Weld,  Esq. 
M.  R.  I.  A.  in  One  Vol.  4lo.  with  numerous  Plates,  Price  ' 
•2i.  Qi.  and  on  Rojal  ftper,  with  first  Impressious  of  the 
Plates,  Price  31.  3a.  b  Extra  Boards. 

*,*  The  Plates  are  executed  in  the  best  manner  by  Mid- 
dirnan,  I^andseer,  Bjme,  Smith,  Storer,  Greig,  Sic. 

"  In  Mr.  WtUI  (hit  dlnilrioui  aiid  beaatiful  acenci;  has  fiigiii]  an 
aci-orateuiiilablcDeliDraiat.  His  pen  and  liispeiiriliuivebadibecB 
cnploj^ed  with  etfect,  and  ire  hsve  teldam  >ecii  a  Wori  tbat  coni- 
biiKi  nnH-e  Clusncal  iUiuln(UMM  wiUi  a  liiglier  degree  of  Graphic  ex- 
celllBce.-  O^ord  gev.  May,  i8or. 

5.  THE  PLAYS  of  W.  SHAKESPEARE,  printed 
from  (he  Text  of  Samuel  Johnson,  George  Sleevens,  and 
Jsaac  Reed;  embellished  with  elegant  Vignette  Eugravings, 
from  Paintings  by  Howard,  Smirk,  Stothard,  Tliompsou, 
Weslall,  &c.  in  12  Vols.  8vo.  finely  printed  by  Batlanlyne 
of  Edinburgh,  Price  61.  6"s.  in  Boards;  or,  on  Roval  Paper, 
with  proof  ImrrcMions  of  th«  Plsles,  lOl.  l6^ 
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